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BOOK  I. 

T)HILIP  II.  King  of  Spain,  fon  of  the 
A  Emperor  Charles  V.  and  of  Ifabella, 
daughter  of  Emanuel  the  Great,  King  of 
Portugal,  was  born  at  Valladolid  on  the  twenty- 
firft  of  May,  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
twenty-feven.  He  was  educated  in  Spain,  un¬ 
der  Ecclefiaftics,  noted  for  their  bigotry,  who 
were  appointed  by  his  father  to  inftrufl  him ; 
and,  by  this  circumftance,  feveral  of  thofe  fea¬ 
tures  in  his  character  were  either  formed,  or 
greatly  heightened,  _  which  were  afterwards  fo 
confpicuous  in  his  conduct. 

Charles,  who  was  born  in  the  Netherlands, 
and  paffed  his  early  youth  there,  had,  through 
Vol.  I,  B  his 


BOOK 
I.  ^ 

e— v— 

Birth  and 
education  of 
Philip. 


3330 


2 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF 


BOOK 

l 


His  charac¬ 
ter. 
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his  whole  reign,  entertained  fuch  a  manifeft  par¬ 
tiality  for  that  country,  as  was  the  fource  of 
much  dilfatisfaclion  to  his  Spanilh  fubjetfcs. 
But  they  were  Toothed  by  the  preference  which 
they  received  from  the  young  prince,  and  flat¬ 
tered  themfelves  with  hopes,  which  were  not 
fruftrated,  of  obtaining,  under  his  admiftration, 
that  fhare  of  the  royal  favour,  which  the  Fle¬ 
mings  had  enjoyed  under  the  Emperor  f 

Philip  early  difplayed  fagacity,  prudence, 
and  application :  and  difcovered  likewife  a  dif- 
pofltion  wonderfully  fuited  to  the  religious  in- 
ftrudlions  which  he  received.  His  mind,  being 
naturally  ferious  and  thoughtful,  gave  a  ready  ad¬ 
mittance  to  ail  the  fentiments  of  that  illibe¬ 
ral  fuperftition,  which  formed,  at  that  time,  the 
diflinguifliing  character  of  the  Spanilh  Eccle- 
fiaftics. 

At  the  age  of  fixteen,  he  efpoufed  Mary,  a 
princefs  of  Portugal ;  who  died  in  lefs  than  two 
years  after  her  marriage  in  child-bed ;  when  file 
was  delivered  of  Don  Carlos  whofe  unhappy 
fate  will  be  related  in  the  fequel. 

Philip  continued  to  reflde  in  Spain,  and 
was  intruded  with  the  adminiftration  of  the 

A  Harjeus,  Annales  Belgii,  &c.  p.  570.  Cabresa^  Vidadel 
Filippe  II.  lib.  i.  0  1. 
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kingdom,  till  the  year  one  thoufand  five  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty-eight.  At  that  time,  he  was 
called  by  his  father  into  the  Low  Countries ; 
where  he  arrived,  in  the  beginning  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year,  with  a  numerous  retinue  of  Spa- 
nilh  nobles.  Upon  his  entrance  into  Brufiels, 
as  he  was  ever  defirous  to  maintain  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  extraordinary  piety,  he  went  firfi: 
to  the  cathedral  church,  to  render  thanks  to 
the  Almighty  for  his  prefervation ;  and  then 
proceeded  to  the  palace.  After  palling  fome 
days  there  with  the  Emperor,  who,  in  all  his  be¬ 
haviour,  difcovered  that  fond  affedtion,  which 
is  natural  to  a  perfon  in  the  decline  of  life  to¬ 
wards  an  only  fon,  he  fet  out  to  vifit  the  prin¬ 
cipal  cities  in  the  Low  Countries,  accompanied 
by  the  Regent,  his  aunt,  the  Queen  Dowager 
of  Hungary  b. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  pomp  with  which 
die  was  every  where  received.  In  prefents,  en¬ 
tertainments,  illuminations,  and  tournaments, 
immenfe  fums  were  expended.  The  cities  vied 
with  each  other  in  difplaying  that  magnificence 
which  their  indultry  had  enabled  them  to  attain ; 
and  the  people  gave  every  where  the  llrongeft 
demonllrations  of  their  attachment c. 

b  Harsei  Annales  Ducum  Brabantias,  &c.  tom.  ii.  p.  653. 
Aatwerpise,  1623.  Lud.  Guicciardini,  lib.  ii,  p.  127. 

*  Meteren,  p.  9. 
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History  of  the  reign  of 


book  But  Philip,  in  the  midft  of  thofe  fcenes  of 
.  — y  feftivity  which  were  exhibited  for  his  araufe- 
Hisuopo-  ment,  and  which  were  fo  well  calculated  to  era- 

palarman-  ,  b  o 

ner..  tify  a  young  ambitious  mind,  could  not  con- 
ceal  the  natural  aullerity  of  his  temper.  The 
Flemings  obferved,  with  anxiety,  that  there 
was  a  linking  contrail  between  the  father  and 
the  fom  Charles  was  courteous  and  affable ; 
but  Philip,  they  perceived,  was  dillant,  haughty, 
andfevere.  The  former  could  fpeak  with  faci¬ 
lity  the  principal  languages  of  Europe,  and 
iifed  to  difcourfe  familiarly  with  all  his  fub- 
jedls ;  the  latter  had  declined  learning  to  fpeak 
any  other  but  the  Spanilh  tongue,  converfed 
little  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  Low  Coun¬ 
tries,  and  was  almoft  inaccelhble  to  all  but  the 
Spanifh  nobles.  He  lived  in  every  refpedl  as 
he  had  been  wont  to  do  in  Spain,  wore  a  Spa- 
nilh  drefs,  and  refufed  to  conform,  in  any  thing, 
to  the  modes  and  cuftoms  of  the  Nether¬ 
lands  d. 

Their  effect  This  behaviour,  equally  ungracious  and  im- 
min^j  f  le"  politic,  made  a  deep  imprelfon  on  the  minds  of 
the  Flemings,  and  cheated  in  them  a  jealoufy 
of  the  Spaniards,  which  they  did  not  lludy  to' 
conceal.  Charles  having  required  the  States 
to  fwear  allegiance  to  Philip,  as  they  had  for- 

d  Bentivoglio,  Hifcoria  ddla  Guerra  de  Fiandra,  p. 

In  Parigi  1645. 
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naerly  done  to  himfelf,  they  rejected  his  re- 
queft ;  and  refufed  to  acknowledge  Philip’s 
right  of  fucceffion,  till  he  engaged  to  exclude 
all  foreigners  from  any  (hare  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  provinces.  And  even  to  this  no¬ 
thing  would  have  made  them  agree,  but  their 
refpect  for  the  Emperor,  and  the  awe  in  which 
they  flood  of  his  power;  for,  if  the  diftem- 
per,  under  which  Charles  laboured  at  this 
time,  had  proved  mortal,  it  was  believed,  they 
would  have  excluded  Philip  from  the  fove- 
reignty,  and  conferred  it  on  Maximilian  his 
coufin,  foil  of  Ferdinand  King  of  Hungary  and 
Bohemia  % 

From  the  Low  Countries  the  Emperor  car-, 
ried  his  fon  into  Germany,  in  order  to  facilitate 
the  execution  of  a  fcheme,  which  he  had  lately 
formed,  of  having  him  elefled  King  of  the 
Romans.  In  the  year  one  thoufand  five  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty,  Charles  had  procured  that  dig¬ 
nity  for  his  brother  Ferdinand  ;  but  having  now 
a  fon  grown  up  to  maturity,  of  whole  talents  for 
government  he  entertained  the  moll  favourable 
opinion,  he  repented  of  what  he  had  done  in 
behalf  of  his  brother;  and  refolved,  in  cafe  he 
would  not  relign,  to  endeavour  to  perfuade  the 
Fde&ors  to  annul  his  eleftion. 

c  Memoires  de  Ribier,  tom.  li.  p.  219.  a  Paris,  1666. 
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But  Philip’s  manners  were  not  lefs  difgufl- 
ing  in  Germany,  than  they  had  been  in  the 
Netherlands  ;  ana  ferved  rather  to  alienate  the 
affe&ions  of  the  Germans,  than  to  conciliate 
their  favour.  His  demeanour  there  was  equally 
diflant,  referved,  and  haughty.  He  fuffered 
even  princes  of  the  higheft  rank  to  remain  un¬ 
covered  in  his  prefence  ;  and  in  all  his  beha¬ 
viour,  affedted  a  degree  of  hate  and  dignity 
which  the  Emperors  themfelves  had  never  been 
accuftomed  to  alfume.  The  Germans  dreaded 
the  dominion  of  one  whofe  behaviour,  even 
when  he  was  courting  their  favour,  was  fo  cold 
and  diflant.  They  refufed  to  liften  to  the  Em¬ 
peror’s  propofal ;  and  they  were  confirmed  in 
their  refolution  of  rejedling  it,  partly  by  their 
remembrance  of  the  calamities  which  they  had 
fuffered  from  conferring  the  Imperial  crown  on 
Charles,  whofe  power  had  proved  almofl  fatal 
to  their  liberty ;  and  partly  by  their  attach¬ 
ment  to  Ferdinand,  joined  with  the  affedtion 
which  they  bore  to  Maximilian,  whofe  charac¬ 
ter  and  manners  were  entirely  the  reverfe  of  thofe 
of  Philip. 


Charles  was  not  of  a  temper  to  be  eafily 
diverted  from  his  defigns ;  and,  being  con- 
fcious  of  the  great  fuperiority  which  he  had 
lately  acquired,  from  his  triumph  over  the 
confederacy  of  Smalkalde,  he  doubted  not  of 

being 
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being  able  to  compel  the  electors  to  make 
choice  of  his  fon,  provided  he  could  prevail  on 
Ferdinand  to  refign.  To  effectuate  this,  he 
applied  himfelf  with  all  that  earneftnel's  and 
ardour  which  he  commonly  difcovered  in  the 
profecution  of  his  fchemes.  Nothing  but  the 
intoxication  of  profperity  could  have  infpired 
a  prince  of  fo  great  fagacity  as  Charles,  with 
the  hopes  of  fuceeding  in  fo  chimerical  an  at¬ 
tempt.  Ferdinand  himfelf  was  in  the  full  vi¬ 
gour  of  life ;  and,  confidering  the  declining 
ftate  of  his  brother’s  health,  his  profpeCt  of  the 
Imperial  dignity  was  not  diftant :  his  fon  had 
been  educated  with  the  view  of  attaining  the 
fame  exalted  ftation  after  his  father’s  death ; 
and,  from  the  great  popularity  of  his  character, 
he  had  juft  ground  to  entertain  the  moft  fan- 
guine  expectations  of  fuccefs.  Charles  might 
eaftly  have  perceived,  that  no  arguments  which 
he  could  employ,  would  perfuade  either  the  fa¬ 
ther  or  the  fon  to  forego  a  profpeCt  fo  alluring. 
Accordingly,  although  he  had,  on  all  former 
occaftons,  found  his  brother’s  behaviour  to¬ 
wards  him  refpectful  and  complying  ;  and,  to 
give  greater  weight  to  his  prefent  application, 
made  ufe  of  the  powerful  interceflion  of  his 
fifter  the  Oueen  Dowager  of  Hungary,  to  whom 
his  brother  was  indebted  for  the  crowns  of 
Hungary  and  Bohemia;  yet  Ferdinand  with- 
ftood  all  his  fifter’s  entreaties,  and  rejected  ?ill 
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the  offers  of  compenfation  which  were  made  to 
him.  Charles  had  given  his  daughter  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Maximilian,  and  entrufted  him  with 
the  government  of  Spain,  during  Philip’s  ab- 
fence,  in  order  to  footh  him  under  the  difap- 
pointment  which  he  was  preparing  for  him, 
and  to  remove  him  to  a  diftance  from  Ger¬ 
many,  when  his  father’s  affection  was  about  to 
be  put  to  the  trial.  This  young  prince  was 
greatly  alarmed  when  he  heard  of  the  defign 
which  was  carrying  on  againft  him  ;  and  ha¬ 
ving  left  Spain,  and  returned  to  Germany,  he 
omitted  nothing  in  his  power,  to  confirm  his 
father’s  purpofe,  and  to  render  it  unalterable. 
Charles  faw  at  laft  the  neceffity  of  dropping, 
for  the  prefect,  the  profecution  of  his  fcheme  : 
and  Philip  left  Germany,  much  diffatisfied  with 
the  Electors,  and  other  German  Princes,  but 
with  none  more  than  with  his  kinfmen f. 

From  Germany  he  returned  to  Spain,  where 
he  held  the  regency  of  the  kingdom,  and  ac¬ 
quitted  himfelf  of  his  charge,  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  led  his  fubjects  to  form  a  favourable  opinion 
of  his  prudence,  his  induftry,  and  his  capacity 
for  government.  But  the  cotemporary  hifto- 

f  Lud.  Guicciardin.  lib.  ii.  p.  128.  Pallavicini  Illoria 
di  Concilio  di  Trento,  lib.  xi.  c.  15.  Thuanus,  lib.  vii.  ab  in¬ 
itio.  Extrait  des  Lettres  de  Marillac  3u  Roy  de  France  en 
Ribier,  July  22,  1550. 

rians 
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rians  have  mentioned  no  particulars  of  his  con- 
dud  during  this  period  that  deferve  to  be  re¬ 
corded.  He  remained  in  Spain  till  his  marriage 
with  the  Queen  of  England,  in  the  year  one 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  fifty-four. 

No  fooner  was  Mary,  daughter  of  Henry 
VIII.  feated  on  the  throne,  than  Charles,  whofe 
ruling  paffion,  towards  the  clofe  of  his  reign, 
was  to  aggrandife  his  fon,  conceived  the  defign 
of  uniting  England  to  his  other  dominions,  by 
the  marriage  of  Philip  with  the  queen.  Had 
Philip  declined  this  match,  it  was  believed, 
that  Charles  would  have  offered  himfelf  to 
Mary,  rather  than  have  loft  fo  inviting  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  augmenting  his  power.  But  the 
fon  was  not  lefs  governed  by  ambition  than  the 
father;  and  readily  confented,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-fix,  to  marry  a  princefs  of  thirty-feven, 
difagreeable  in  her  temper  and  manners,  home¬ 
ly  in  her  perfon,  and  entirely  deftitute  of  every 
female  charm E. 

When  Charles  found  that  Philip  was  not 
averfe  to  the  marriage,  he  immediately  dis¬ 
patched  a  meflenger  to  the  court  of  London  to 
propofe  it ;  and  Mary  hefitated  not  a  moment 
in  declaring  her  confent.  Philip’s  bigotry, 

s  Ribier,  tom.  ii.  p.  457. 
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book.  which  rendered  him  unamiable  in  the  eyes  of 
u— v— others,  recommended  him  to  her.  She  was 
ever  ftrongly  attached  to  her  mother’s  family  ; 
and  dje  coniidered  how  much  fo  powerful  an 
alliance  would  enable  her  to  execute  her  fa¬ 
vourite  fcherne  of  extirpating  herefy  from  her 
dominiops, 

otymions  Mary’s  fubjects  had  not  the  fame  reafons 
yi'<h  againft  with  their  fovereign  to  make  them  fond  of  this 
alliance.  They  had  beheld,  for  more  than  thirty 
years,  that  refllefs  ambition  with  which  the 
Emperor  was  aftuated ;  and  they  now  received 
a  (Inking  proof  of  Philip’s  inordinate  third 
after  power,  by  his  agreeing  fo  readily  to  the 
intended  marriage,  to  which  there  w’as  nothing 
but  motives  of'  ambition  that  could  allure  him. 
They  were  all  well  acquainted  with  ’  his  private 
character,  and  the  prejudices  which  his  haughty 
demeanour  had,  a  few  years  before,  created 
againd  him  in  Germany  and  the  Netherlands. 
They  dreaded  the  confequences  of  having  their 
Queen,  whofe  temper  was  naturally  rigid  and 
fevere,  united  to  a  prince  of  fo  imperious  a 
eharacler.  They  trembled  at  the  thoughts  of 
the  danger  to  which  their  liberty  and  indepen¬ 
dence  would  be  expofed  ;  and  they  were  filled 
with  the  mod  difquieting  apprehenfions  of  fall¬ 
ing  under  the  dominion  of  the  Spaniards;  a 
pation  noted  for  their  violent  ufe  of  power  in 

the 
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the  Netherlands  and  Italy,  infamous  for  the  bar¬ 
barities  which  they  had  exercifed  over  the  na¬ 
tives  of  America,  and  diftinguifhed,  above  all 
other  nations,  for  their  bigoted  attachment  to 
the  church  of  Rome  h. 

To  quiet  thefe  alarms,  Charles  had  recourfe 
to  different  expedients.  He  prevailed  on  Mary 
to  fufpend  her  perfecution  of  the  Proteftants ; 
and  to  refume  the  title  of  Supreme  Head  of  the 
Church,  which  {he  had  laid  afide  fome  months 
before.  He  fent  over  immenfe  fums  of  money 
to  be  .diftributed  among  the  members  of  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  and  he  ordered  the  marriage-articles  to 
be  drawn  in  terms  the  moft  honourable  and  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  Mary  and  her  fubjedts. 

By  thefe  articles  it  was  provided,  that  Philip 
fhould  have  only  the  name  of  King,  while  the 
fovereign  power  fhould  remain  entire  in  the 
hands  of  Mary;  that  no  foreigner  fhould  be 
admitted  into  any  public  employment;  no  in¬ 
novation  made  in  the  laws  and  cuftoms,  and  no 
violation  offered  to  the  rights  or  privileges  of 
the  nation ;  that  England  fhould  not,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  marriage,  be  involved  in  any 
war  between  France  and  Spain ;  that  the  heirs 

b  Burnet’s  Ref.  part  ii.  p.  428 ;  and  Carte,  vol.  «• 
?  297. 
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of  the  marriage  fhould  not  only  inherit  the  Ne, 
therlands  and  England,  but,  in  the  event  of  Don 
Carlos’s  dying  without  iTue,  fhould  fucceed  to 
the  crown  of  Spmn,  and  to  the  reft  of  Philip’s 
hereditary  dominions ;  and  that  if  the  Queen 
Ihould  die  without  iffue,  Philip  fhould  have  no 
claim  to  any  fhare  in  the  government  of  Eng¬ 
land,  but  the  crown  of  that  kingdom  Ihould  de, . 
volve  immediately  to  the  lawful  heir 

These  conceffions  were  not  altogether  with, 
out  effect.  They  did  not  indeed  entirely  dif- 
pel  the  apprehenfions  that  were  entertained ; 
and  many  perfons  thought  that  the  more  ad¬ 
vantageous  the  conditions  offered  were,  there 
was  fo  much  the  greater  reafon  for  fufpecting 
that  Charles  and  his  fon  had  no  ferious  in¬ 
tention  to  fulfil  them.  But  they  furnifhed  the 
courtiers,  and  other  partizans  of  the  Spanifh 
match,  with  fpecious  arguments  in  its  defence : 
and  deprived  thofe  who  flill  remained  averfe  to 
it,  of  any  plaufible  pretext  under  which  they 
might  have  procured  an  affociation  againfl  it. 
This  was  attempted  by  Sir  Thomas  Wiat  and 
others,  who  fucceeded  fo  far,  as  to  perfuade 
feveral  hundreds  of  the  people  to  take  up  arms ; 
but  this  inconfiderable  and  ill-concerted  infur? 

4  Burnet’s  Hid.  of  the  Ref.  p.  ii.  b.  ii.  p.  260.  Carte, 
b.  xvii. 

reclion 
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reckon  was  quickly  fuppreffed,  and  ferved  only 
-  to  confirm  that  power  of  the  Queen  to  difpofe  of 
herfelf  in  marriage,  which  the  malcontents  in¬ 
tended  to  have  controlled k. 

*  v  ' 

Every  obftacle  being  removed,  and  the  ar¬ 
ticles  of  marriage  ratified  by  parliament,  Mary 
now  employed  herfelf  in  preparing  for  the  re¬ 
ception  of  her  future  htifband;  for  whom,  al¬ 
though  file  had  never  feen  him,  fhe  had  con¬ 
ceived  fo  violent  a  paflion,  as  filled  her  mind 
with  the  mofl  anxious  impatience  for  his  arrival. 
She  was,  at  the  fame  time,  extremely  mortified 
with  his  coldnefs  towards  her  ;•  and  complained, 
that,  although  fhe  had  fo  readily  confented  to 
beftow  upon  him  both  her  kingdom  and  her¬ 
felf,  he  had  never  vouchfafed  to  write  her  a 
letter  on  the  fubjedt,  or  to  fatisfy  her  as  to 
the  caufes  of  his  delay  in  coming  to  England. 
At  length  he  lent  the  Marquis  De  las  Navas  to 
inform  her,  that  every  thing  was  in  readinefs 
for  his  leaving  Spain.  But  before  his  depar¬ 
ture,  the  Spanifh  hiftorians  relate,  that,  having 
vifited  the  fhrine  of  St.  Jago  in  Galicia,  he 
there  heard  mafs  with  much  devotion ;  kneeling 
on  the  ground,  without  allowing  the  monks 
to  fumifh  him  with  a  cufhion ;  and  recom- 

k  Burnet,  p.  262.  Carte. 
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mending  himfelf  to  the  protection  of  the  patfoit 
faint 

He  fet  fail  from  Corunna,  in  the  beginning  of 
Julv,  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fifty-four, 
and  arrived  at  Southampton,  after  a  profperous 
voyage,  on  the  19th  or  20th  of  the  fame  month* 
In  a  few  days  after  his  arrival,  the  marriage  cere* 
mony  was  performed  at  Winchefter ;  where 
Philip  received,  from  the  Emperor’s  ambaffa* 
dor,  the  invefdture  of  Naples,  Sicily,  and  Milan, 
together  with  the  titular  kingdom  of  Jerufalem ; 
all  which  Charles  refigned  to  him  on  this  occa- 
fion,  as  a  teftimony  of  the  joy  and  fatisfaction 
which  the  marriage  afforded  him,  and  in  order 
to  render  his  fon  a  hufband  more  worthy  of  his 
royal  fpoufe  m. 

Having'  brought  with  him  a  numerous  train 
of  Spanifh  nobility,  Philip  fludied  to  dazzle 
tfee  eyes  of  the  Englifh,  by  the  pomp  and  fplen* 
dour  of  his  public  appearances,  and  to  gain 
their  affections  by  his  liberality.  But  he  could 
not,  with  all  his  endeavours,  hide  the  blemifhes 
of  his  character.  His  natural  referve  and 
haughtinefs  Hill  appeared  in  all  his  demeanour. 
•He  was  too  much  a  Spaniard  to  relifh  any 

1  Carte,  b  xvii.  p.  312.  Cabrera,  lib.  i.  c.  4. 

»>  Burnet’s  Ref.  p.  ii.  b.  2.  Carte,  b.  xvii.  p.  313. 
Summonte,  Hilt,  di  Napoli,  libro  ono,  p.  263. 
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thing  that  was  not  Spaniffi.  He  could,  on  no  R  °J°  K 

occafion,  comply  with  the  manners  of  the  En-  < - - — > 

gliffi.  He  fulfered  even  the  chief  nobility  to  re¬ 
main  in  his  prefence  without  taking  any  notice  of 
them ;  allowed  no  perfon  to  approach  him  with¬ 
out  having  previoufly  obtained  permiffion ;  and 
thus  made  himfelf  difficult  of  accefs,  even  to 
thofe  whofe  favour  he  wiffied  to  conciliate  or 
fecure”. 

I 

It  foon  appeared,  how  little  he  was  fatisfied  He  ^ifco- 
witn  that  article  of  his  marriage-treaty,  by  which  bitiou* 
he  was  excluded  from  the  government.  At  his  views' 
defire,  and  in  order  to  gain  his  affe&ions,  which 
Mary  regarded  more  than  either  the  interell  of 
her  people,  or  even  her  own  importance  in  the 
kingdom,  Ihe  requefted  of  the  parliament  to  de¬ 
clare  him  the  preemptive  heir  of  the  crown,  and 
to  commit  the  adminiftration  of  the  flate  into  his 
hands. 

Both  houfes  had  hitherto  ffiewn  themfelves 
extremely  obfequious  to  her  will ;  but  they  faw 
now  the  neceffity  of  putting  an  end  to  their 
compliances.  They  eafily  perceived  the  fpirit 
and  tendency  of  her  demands,  and  confidered 

n  Burnet’s  Hift.  of  the  Ref.  v.  ii.  p.  288.  Carte,  b.  xvii. 

“  His  carriage,”  fays  Bifhop  Burnet,  “  was  fuch,  that  the 
“  adling  him  and  his  Spaniards  was  one  of  the  great  diver- 
“■  ■fions  of  Queen  Elizabeth’s  court.” 
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them  as  an  indubitable  proof  of  her  determined 
purpofe  to  gratify  her  hufband’s  ambition,  with¬ 
out  regard  to  the  fatal  confequences  that  might 
follow.  They  rejected  both  her  requefls.  Al¬ 
though  they  had  confented  to  Philip’s  bearing 
the  title  of  King,  they  would  not  agree  to  the 
ceremony  of  his  coronation ;  and  they  obflinately 
refufed  to  affift  the  Emperor  in  the  war  which 
he  was  carrying  on  againfl  France  °. 

To  overcome  the  prejudices,  which,  from 
this  conduct  of  the  parliament,  Philip  perceived 
were  entertained  againfl  him,  he  refolved  to 
curb  his  natural  difpofition,  and  to  affume  the 
appearance  of  moderation.  With  this  aefign, 
he  obtained  from  Mary  the  releafe  of  feveral 
perfons  of  diftindtion,  whom  flie  had  thrown 
into  prifon,  on  fufpicion  of  their  diffatisfadlion 
to  her  government.  But  there  was  no  part  of 
his  condudt  better  calculated  to  conciliate  the  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  Englifh,  than  his  protection  of 
the  lady  Elizabeth ;  againfl  whom  Mary  had 
given  fuch  proofs  of  jealoufy  and  refentment, 
as  rendered  the  nation  extremely  anxious  with 
regard  to  the  life  of  that  princefs.  It  was  un¬ 
fortunate,  however,  for  Philip,  that  the  favour 
which  he  fhowed  towards  Elizabeth  admitted  of 
an  interpretation  very  different  from  what  he 
expected  would  have  been  put  upon  it.  Men 

0  Carte,  p.  315. 
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Were  not  inclined  to  afcribe  to  generofity,  in  a 
prince  of  his  interefled  character,  an  adtion  to 
which  he  muft  have  been  prompted  by  this  poli¬ 
tical  confideration,  that  if  Elizabeth  were  cut  off, 
and  Mary  to  die  without  iffue,  England  would 
be  inherited  by  the  Queen  of  Scots ;  by  whofe 
marriage  with  the  Dauphin,  both  the  crowns  of 
Scotland  and  of  England  -would  be  united  to  that 
of  France p. 

Mary  had,  in  order  to  ingratiate  herfelf 
with  the  people,  and  to  advance  the  views  of 
her  hufoand,  fufpended  her  perfecution  of  the 
Reformers.  But  her  zeal  and  bigotry  were  too 
violent  to  be  long  retrained ;  and  Philip  was 
not  inclined,  either  from  principle  or  temper,  to 
oppofe  thofe  fanguinary  meafures  which  {he 
was  now  determined  to  purfue.  Courts  no  lefs 
arbitrary  than  the  Spanilh  Inquifition  were  infti- 
tuted ;  and  the  fame  barbarous  punishments, 
which  that  tribunal  denounces,  were  inflicted 
on  great  numbers  of  perfons  without  diilinction 
of  either  age  or  fex.  No  perfon  doubted  that 
Mary  was  of  herfelf  fufficiently  prone  to  em¬ 
ploy  thofe  dreadful  feveritifes  which  were  exer- 
cifed  ;  but  as  all  men  knew  how  implicitly  {lie 
was  devoted  to  her  hulband’s  will,  they  could 
not  help  confidering  them  as  the  confequence 
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b  ck)  fc  0f  either  his  advice  or  his  approbation  h  Philip 
v— v— >  was  fenfible  of  the  odium  to  which  he  was  ex- 
pofed  ;  and,  in  order  to  remove  or  leffen  it,  he 
had  recourfe  to  the  ridiculous  expedient  of 
making  his  confeffor,  a  Francifcan  Friar,  deli¬ 
ver  before  him  a  fermon  in  favour  of  toleration  r. 
But  notwithftanding  this  artifice,  which  was  too 
grofs  to  impofe  upon  any  perfon,  and  though 
Philip  feldom  appeared  openly  to  act  a  part  in 
the  adminiftration,  the  prepoffeffions  againft  him 
ftill  remained.  All  his  conduct  was  beheld  with 
an  eye  of  watchful  jealoufy  and  diftruft  ;  nor  was 
it  poffible  for  Mary  to  obtain  any  higher  con- 
ceflion  from  the  parliament  in  his  favour,  than 
this,  that  if  die  fhould  die,  and  leave  ilfue  behind 
her,  Philip  fhould  be  protector  during  the  mi¬ 
nority. 

Philip  For  feveral  months,  this  conceflion  was  not 

leaves  Eng¬ 
land.  "  deemed  fo  infignificant  as  it  afterwards  proved. 

S  Philip’s  hiftorian  Cabrera  afcvibes  the  perfecutions  to 
Philip  as  matter  of  praife,  p.  28.  lib.  i.  c.  7. 

r  This  fermon  was  delivered  on  the  10th  of  February  ;  yet 
on  the  24th  of  May  following,  Philip  joined  with  Mary,  up¬ 
on  occasion  of  Bonner’s  declining  to  take  all  the  odium  of 
the  perfecution  upon  himfelf,  in  writing  to  that  brutal  pre¬ 
late,  requiring  him  to  proceed  in  the  execution  of  the  laws 
againft  heietics ;  fo  as  that,  through  his  good  furtherance, 
both  God’s  glory  may  be  the  better  advanced,  and  the  com¬ 
monwealth  the  more  quietly  governed.  Burnet’s  Collection 
ipf  Records,  No,  ao. 
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A  belief  prevailed  throughout  the  kingdom, 
that  Mary  was  with  child,  and  Philip,  and 
even  Mary  herfelf  believed  it s.  Philip  re¬ 
mained  in  England  while  there  was  any  reafon  to 
entertain  hopes  of  fo  defirable  an  event ;  which 
might  have  realized  that  power  at  which  he  had 
afpired  ever  fince  his  arrival  in  that  kingdom. 
But  when  thofe  appearances,  which  gave  rife  to 
the  belief  of  Mary’s  pregnancy,  were  found  to 
be  nothing  but  the  approach  of  a  dropfy ;  when 
all  profpect  of  her  ever  having  children  was  an¬ 
nihilated,  and  her  anxiety  for  offspring,  joined 
with  her  natural  fournefs  and  jealoufy,  had 
preyed  upon  her  health,  and  rendered  her  per- 
fon,  as  well  as  her  converfation,  difagreeable  ; 
Philip  left  England,  after  having  (laid  in  it 
fourteen  months,  and  palfed  over  to  the  Nether¬ 
lands  \ 

8  On  the  30th  of  April,  a  report  was  fpread  that  the  was 
actually  delivered  of  a  fon.  All  the  bells  in  London  were 
fet  a-ringing.  Bonfires  were  lighted  up  in  every  corner  of 
the  city.  A  Te  Deum  was  fung  in  the  cathedral  of  St. 
Paul ;  and  a  prieft  indulged  his  credulity  to  fuch  a  height 
as  to  defcribe,  with  great  particularity,  the  proportions  and 
features  of  the  young  prince,  whom  he  reprefented  as  the 
healthieft  and  moft  beautiful  that  had  been  ever  l'een. 
Carte,  p.  317. 

*  Harasus,  Carte,  p.  317.  Burnet,  part  II.  U.  ii.  p. 
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There  the  Emperor  was  preparing  to  ex- 
cute  a  refolution  which  he  had  formed  of  re- 
figning  his  dominions,  in  order  to  pafs  the 
remainder  of  his  life  in  retirement.  At  the 
time  of  Philip’s  marriage  with  the  Queen  of 
England,  he  had  ceded  to  him  the  kingdom  of 
Naples,  and  the  Dutchy  of  Milan ;  and  had 
little  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  his  foil’s  beha¬ 
viour  towards  him,  after  giving  fo  ftrong  a 
proof  of  his  paternal  affection  and  munificence. 
Philip,  befides  refuting  to  come  over  to  Flan¬ 
ders,  where  Charles  was  defirous  of  feeing  him, 
unlefs  he  were  invefted  with  fome  authority  in 
that  country,  during  his  abode  in  it,  infilled, 
that  the  grant  of  the  Italian  States  Ihould  be  ab- 
folute  and  unconditional ;  and  no  fooner  had  he 
entered  upon  the  pofleffion  of  them,  than  he  dif- 
placed  his  father’s  minillers,  in  order  to  make 
room  for  creatures  of  his  own.  This  undutiful 
behaviour  did  not  deter  the  Emperor  from  re- 
folving  to  refign  to  his  fon  all  the  rell  of  his  do¬ 
minions.  On  the  contrary,  it  appears  to  have 
been  his  principal  motive  in  forming  this  refolu¬ 
tion  ;  as  it  gave  him  a  clear  difcovery  of  Philip’s 
imperious  temper,  and  Ihewed  that  he  had  now 
reduced  himfelf  to  the  difagreeable  alternative, 
of  either  contending  with  him,  or  of  yielding  to 
him11. 


L’Evefque,  p.  24,  25,  Summonte,  lib.  ix.  p  263. 
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Had  Charles  enjoyed  the  fame  vigour,  either 
of  body  or  of  mind,  which  he  poffelfed  fome 
years  before,  it  is  probable  that  Philip’s  beha¬ 
viour  would  have  operated  upon  him  very  dif¬ 
ferently,  and  have  determined  him  to  abridge, 
rather  than  to  augment,  his  foil’s  power.  But 
finding  himfelf  worn  out,  partly  by  the  excruci¬ 
ating  pain  which  he  had  long  luffered  from 
frequent  returns  of  the  gout,  and  partly  by  his 
incefiant  activity,  and  continual  application  to 
bufinefs,  he  perceived  that  he  mud,  for  the  fu¬ 
ture,  either  trull  to  his  minifters,  which  he  had 
,  hitherto  avoided  ;  or  fink  ere  long  under  the 
weight  of  the  government  of  fo  many  States  as 
were  fubietc  to  his  dominions.  It  was  therefore 

j 

become  neceffary  for  him  to  difengage  himfelf 
from,  at  lead,  a  part  of  thofe  cares  which  op- 
prelfed  him.  If  Philip’s  ambition  had  been 
more  moderate,  or  his  temper  of  mind  more 
complying,  Charles  might  have  invefted  him 
with  the  chief  branches  of  admiiiillration,  and 
have  flill  retained  the  fupreme  authority ;  or, 
after  refigning  to  him  the  fovereignty  of  a  part 
7  his  dominions,  he  might  have  referved  the 
remainder  in  his  own  hands;  but  he  forefaw 
that  Philip’s  temper  would,  in  either  of  thefe 
cafes,  have  proved  the  fource  of  continual  un- 
eafinefs  to  him ;  and  this  he  could  not,  with 
dignity,  avoid,  by  any  other  means,  than  by 
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retiring  from  the  world,  and  making  an  abso¬ 
lute  cellion  of  his  whole  dominions  \ 

Determined  by  thefe  motives,  he  refigned 
the  Sovereignty  of  the  Low  Countries  in  Octo¬ 
ber  1555,  and  that  of  Spain  in  the  month  of 
January  immediately  following.  But  he  re¬ 
tained  polfeifion  of  his  Imperial  crown  for  fe- 
veral  months  longer,  till  he  had  made  another 
fruitlefs  attempt  to  perfuade  his  brother  to  re¬ 
linquish  his  claim  to  the  empire,  in  behalf  of 
Philip.  Charles  was  retiring  from  the  world 
under  a  convi&ion  of  the  vanity  of  human 
greatnefs,  yet  he  was  as  Solicitous  to  fecure  an 
acceflion  of  that  greatnefs  to  his  fon,  as  if 
he  had  believed  that  it  conftitutecl  the  fupreme 
felicity  of  man.  His  own  experience  had  fur- 
niShed  him  with  the  flrongeft  proof,  that  domi¬ 
nions  fo  widely  extended  conferred  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  power  more  than  the  fubftance  or  reality ; 
that  they  are  the  Source  of  continual  and  diftradt- 
ing  anxiety ;  that  they  engage  the  polfelfor  in  en- 
terprifes  beyond  his  llrength,  and  that  the  right 
government  of  them  is  a  talk  above  the  capaci^' 
of  any  individual :  yet  he  defired  nothing  So 
much  as  to  load  his  fon  with  that  burden, 
which  he  himfelf  had  found  intolerable,  and 
under  which  he  had  funk  long  before  the  period 
when  old  age  obliges  men  to  quit  the  fcenes  of 

x  Ribier,  p.  485. 
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active  life.  Charles  had  long  foftered  that  pre- 
pofterous  ambition  of  princes,  which  prompts 
them  to  the  purfuit  of  power,  without  regard  to 
the  great  end  for  which  alone  it  is  defirable*  the 
happinefs  of  their  fubjedts  :  and  it  was  become 
impolfible  for  him  entirely  to  divefl  himfelf  of 
this  paffion,  although  he  was  determined  never 
more  to  indulge  it. 

It  is  much  eafier  to  enter  into  the  motives 
from  which  he  adted,  with  refpedt  to  another 
part  of  his  condudt  at  this  time.  Previoufly  to 
his  abdication,  he  had  been  exceedingly  de- 
firous  to  have  peace  eftablifhed  with  France,  in 
order  to  give  his  fon  leifure  to  recover  his  do¬ 
minions  from  that  exhaufled  Hate  to  which  his 
own  continual  wars,  together  with  the  fums 
tranfmitted  to  England,  had  reduced  them.  In 
this,  however,  all  his  attempts  had  hitherto 
failed.  But,  having  been  detained  in  the  Low- 
Countries  by  ficknefs  and  the  feverity  of  the 
feafon,  much  longer  than  he  intended,  he  had 
the  fatisfadtion,  before  his  departure,  to  employ 
his  endeavours  fuccefsfully  in  effectuating  the 
truce  of  Vaucelles  :  and,  before  the  expiration 
of  that  truce,  there  was  ground  to  hope  that  the 
feveral  points  of  difference  between  his  fon 
and  the  French  monarch  would  be  amicably 
adjufted.  Soon  after  this,  he  fet  out  for  his  re¬ 
treat  in  Spain :  where,  having  buried,  in  the 
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folitude  of  a  convent,  all  his  fchemes  of  glory 
and  ambition,  he  feldom  inquired,  or  even  fuf- 
fered  his  domeftics  to  inform  him,  concerning 
what  was  palling  in  the  world  y. 


y  Gianone,  tom.  iv.  p.  ig§.. 
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BOOK  II. 


■^ETotwithstanding  Charles  was  difap- 
■*“  pointed  in  his  fcheme  of  tranfmitting 
the  empire  to  his  fon,  Philip  was  frill  the  molt  Ph.iip’s  ^ 
powerful  monarch  of  the  age.  In  Europe,  be-  dominion*. 
Tides  the  united  kingdoms  of  Caftile,  Arragon, 
and  Navarre,  he  poflfefied  the  kingdoms  of 
Naples  and  Sicily,  the  Dutchy  of  Milan, 
Franche-Compte',  and  the  Netherlands ;  in 
Africa,  Tunis,  Oran,  the  Cape-Verd,  and  the 
Canary  Iflands ;  in  Afia,  the  Philippine  and 
Sunda  Iflands,  and  a  part  of  the  Moluccas  ; 
and  in  America,  the  empires  of  Peru  and  Mexi¬ 
co,  New  Spain  and  Chili,  befides  Hifpaniola, 

Cuba,  and  many  other  of  the  American  iflands. 

The  mines  of  Mexico,  Chili,  and  Potofi,  were, 
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B  ®  ° K  at  the  time  of  Philip’s  acceflion,  a  fource  of 
*> — v — -»  greater  wealth  than  almofl  all  the  other  princes 
in  Europe  were  poflefled  of3.  His  fleet  was 
much  more  numerous  than  that  of  any  other  Eu¬ 
ropean  power.  His  troops  were  better  difci- 
plined,  and  more  accuftomed  to  war  and  vic¬ 
tory  :  and  they  were  commanded  by  the  ablefl 
and  molt  experienced  generals  of  the  age. 

Such  extenflve  power,  and  fuch  copious  re- 
fources,  could  not  but  appear  extremely  for¬ 
midable  to  the  other  European  States ;  efpe- 
cially  when  they  reflected  upon  the  dark,  impe¬ 
rious  character  of  the  prince  to  whom  they  be¬ 
longed.  For  although  Philip  had  neither  his 
father’s  valour,  nor  his  enterprifirig  aCtivity,  yet 
he  was  plodding,  induftrious,  and  penetrating. 
He  had  already  (hewn  that  his  ambition  was  not 
lefs  ardent  than  that  of  the  Emperor  ;  and  it  was 
the  more  to  be  dreaded,  as  it  was  concealed  un¬ 
der  the  cloak  of  fervent  zeal  for  the  intereft  of 
religion. 

St?.te  of  But  how  much  foever  Philip’s  power  and 
u  q  e'  character  were  fitted  to  excite  jealoufy  in  the 
neighbouring  ftates,  there  were  few  of  them, 
at  that  period,  in  a  condition  to  counteract  his 
Of  England,  defigns.  The  Englilh  had,  fince  Mary’s  ac- 

a  They  brought  him  25,000,000  of  guilders  yearly. 
Meteren. 
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ceflion,  loft  much  of  that  importance  in  Eu-  book. 
rope,  which  they  had  enjoyed  for  half  a  century  *  -  /  _j 
before.  Commerce  was  either  neglefled,  or 
opprefl'ed ;  their  troops  were  undifciplined,  and 
difufed  to  war ;  and  their  navy  was  in  the  moft 
languilhing  condition.  During  Philip’s  refi- 
dence  among  them,  they  had  given  proof  of 
their  native  fpirit  of  independence,  by  refilling 
to  admit  him  to  any  (hare  of  the  adminiftra- 
tion ;  but  they  had,  in  every  thing  elfe,  Ihewn 
themfelves  tamely  fubmiftive  to  the  will  of 
their  weak  bigoted  Queen ;  and  there  was 
ground  to  apprehend,  that,  inftead  of  oppofmg, 
they  would  be  compelled  by  her  to  aflift  him, 
in  the  execution  of  any  violent  or  hoftile  plan, 
which  his  ambition  or  bigotry  might  prompt 
him  to  purfue. 

He  had  no  greater  reafon  to  expert  oppo-  ofGer- 
fition  from  Germany  than  from  England.  For  y 
whatever  difguft  his  competition  with  Fer¬ 
dinand  for  the  Imperial  crown  might  have 
created,  there  was  no  probability  that  it  would 
ever  occalion  any  violent  difienfion,  or  open 
rupture  between  them.  Ferdinand  was  not  yet 
fully  fettled  in  the  pofleffion  of  Hungary.  He 
was  difquieted  with  apprehenfions  that  the 
Sultan  would  ere  long  renew  hoftilities  againft 
him  in  that  kingdom;  and,  in  order  to  provide 
againft  this  event,  and  fecure  to  himfelf  that 

fupport. 
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l  o  c  k  fupport,  of  which,  in  cafe  it  fhould  happen,  he 
would  ftand  in  need,  he  laboured  aliiduoufty 
to  eftablifh  concord  among  the  feveral  princes 
of  the  Germanic  body,  and  to  compofe  the  ani- 
mofities  which  the  differences  in  religion  had 
produced. 


ofPonu-  Portugal  had,  at  this  time,  reached  the 
fummit  of  its  profperity  and  glory.  Thofe 
difcoveries  and  conquefts  in  the  moll  diflant 
regions  of  the  globe,  which  had  advanced  that 
kingdom  to  a  rank  fo  much  fuperior  to  what 
it  held  before,  were  almoft  completed.  But 
John  the  Third,  under  whofe  government  and 
aufpices  fo  great  a  number  of  difcoveries  and 
conquefts  had  been  made,  was  now  in  the  de¬ 
cline  or  life  ;  beloved  by  his  people ;  reflected 
•by  his  neighbours  ;  and  only  folicitous  to  main¬ 
tain  peace,  and  to  render  his  fubjedts  happy. 

Denmark  The  thrones  of  Denmark  and  Sweden  were 
filled  by  ChrifBern  the  Third  and  Guflavus 
Vafa.  Under  the  juft  and  mild  adminiftration 
of  the  former  monarch,  Denmark  was  begin¬ 
ning  to  recover  from  that  exhaufted  ftate  to 
which  civil  diffenfions,  the  calamities  of  foreign 
v/ar,  and  the  opprefiion  of  an  odious  tyrant 
lately  dethroned,  had  reduced  it :  while  the 
Swedes,  wlpo,  under  Guflavus,  had  thrown 
off  the  yoke  of  the  neighbouring  kingdom, 

and 
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and  bellowed  their  crown  upon  their  brave  de¬ 
liverer,  were  enjoying  under  him  the  fweets  of 
liberty,  and  laying  the  foundation  of  that  great- 
nefs  to  which  they  afterwards  attained.  Neither 
of  thefe  nations,  however,  were  yet  in  a  condi¬ 
tion  to  take  a  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  other  Eu¬ 
ropean  powers ;  and  the  patriotic  princes  who 
ruled  over  them,  found  fufficient  employment 
in  eftablifhing  tranquillity  within  their  king¬ 
doms. 

* 

In  Italy,  the  dominion  of  the  church,  lately 
much  diminifned  by  the  grant  which  Paul  the 
Third  had  made  of  the  Dutchies  of  Parma  and 
Placentia  to  Qdiavio  Farnefe  his  grandfon, 
were  Ihut  up  between  the  Dutchy  of  Milan  on 
the  one  hand,  and  the  kingdom  of  Naples 
on  the  other.  The  fcvereign  Pontiff,  there¬ 
fore,  was  more  dependent  on  Philip,  than  upon 
-any  other  prince,  and  was  much  more  likely  to 
find  his  intereft  in  courting  that  monarch’s  fa¬ 
vour,  than  in  promoting  any  fcheme  of  oppofi- 
tion  to  his  defigns. 

Cosmo  de  Medici,  Duke  of  Tufcany,  had 
been  greatly  indebted  to  the  late  Emperor  for 
the  fovereignty  which  he  enjoyed ;  and  his  do¬ 
minions  were,  by  the  Emperor’s  favour  and  his 
own  wife  policy,  become  fo  confiderable,  that 
only  the  viceroy  of  Naples,  or  the  governor  of 
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Savoy,  Par¬ 
ma,  and 
Placentia. 


Venice. 


Cf  France* 


Milan,  could  give  him  any  juft  ground  of  un= 
ealinefs.  Both  gratitude  and  intereft  feemed 
to  call  on  that  political  prince  to  attach  himfelf 
to  the  king  of  Spain,  and  to  cultivate  his  friend  - 
fhip. 

i 

Octavio  de  Farnefe,  duke  of  Parma,  had 
been  deprived  of  the  dutchy  of  Placentia  by 
the  Emperor ;  and  Philibert  Emanuel,  duke  of 
Savoy,  had  been  ftript,  in  his  father’s  lifetime, 
both  of  Savoy  and  Piedmont,  by  the  French. 
Without  the  favour  of  Philip,  neither  of  thefe 
two  princes  had  any  profpect  of  recovering  his 
dominions. 

The  republic  of  Venice,  formerly  fo  power¬ 
ful  and  ambitious,  had,  after  the  league  of 
Cambray,  difeovered  the  folly'  of  their  ambi¬ 
tion  ;  and  they  now  adhered  ftedfaftly  to  the 
cautious  maxim  of  maintaining  a  ftridl  neutrality 
in  all  the  quarrels  of  the  European  powers ; 
whofe  friendfhip,  and  efpecially  that  of  Philip, 
they  were  folicitous  to  fecure,  as  the  only  means 
by  which  the  invaftons  of  their  formidable  ene¬ 
my,  the  Turkiih  Sultan,  could  be  repelled. 

From  this  view  of  the  European  States  at 
the  time  of  Philip’s  acceffion,  it  is  evident  there 
was  no  other  counterpoife  in  Chriftendom  to 
his  power,  but  France :  which  was  not  indeed 
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of  fo  great  extent  as  Philip’s  dominions,  but 
poffeffed  fuch  advantages  in  its  fituation,  in  its 
people,  and  in  its  government,  as  made  it  at 
lead  the  fecond  kingdom  in  Europe,  and  qua¬ 
lified  it  to  ferve  as  a  bulwark  of  the  general 
liberty  again!!  the  power  of  Spain.  Although 
the  frontier  of  this  mighty  monarchy  did  not 
reach  fo  far  as  it  does  at  prefent,  yet  it  ex¬ 
tended  from  the  Britilh  Channel  to  the  Medi¬ 
terranean  and  Italy,  and  from  the  Pyrenees  to 
Germany  and  the  Netherlands ;  and,  through 
all  that  fpace,  was  unmixt  with  the  territories 
of  any  other  Hate ;  lying  between  Philip’s  do¬ 
minions  in  Spain  or  Italy,  and  the  Netherlands ; 
and  in  the  time  of  war,  rendering  it  difficult 
for  his  troops  in  one  of  thefe  countries,  to  co¬ 
operate  with  thofe  in  the  other. 


During  the  reigns  of  feveral  princes,  the  character 
French  nation  had  been  accuflomed  almoft  per-  French, 
petually  to  the  ufe  of  arms,  and  had  never 
become  fufficiently  acquainted  either  with  the 
arts,  or  with  the  fweets  of  peace,  to  be  averfe 
to  war.  The  fpirit  of  chivalry,  the  heroic  va¬ 
lour,  romantic  love  of  military  fame,  which, 
whilll  the  feudal  government  fubfiited,  proved 
the  fource  of  fo  many  calamities  to  the  king¬ 
dom,  ftill  animated  in  a  high  degree  the  French 
nobility ;  but  having  taken  a  different  direc¬ 
tion,  inftead  of  engaging  them  in  hoftilities 
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againft  one  another,  it  inflamed  them  with  the 
laudable  ambition  of  courting  toil  and  danger 
in  fupport  of  the  glory  of  the  nation  and  the 
crown. 

Henry  the  Second,  who  governed  this  war¬ 
like  people,  had  already  Ihewn  himfelf  pofleflfed 
of  no  inconfiderable  fhare  of  that  ardent  and 
ambitious  fpirit  by  which  his  father  was  fo  emi¬ 
nently  diftinguiihed.  He  had  not  indeed  the 
bold  military  genius  of  Francis ;  but  this  de¬ 
feat  in  his  character  was  abundantly  fupplied 
by  his  generals :  among  whom  were  the  Ma- 
refchal  de  Brifac,  the  conqueror  of  Piedmont  $ 
the  Conftable  Montmorency,  fo  much  celebrated 
for  his  heroic  valour ;  and  Francis  of  Lorrain 
duke  of  Guife,  who  had  lately  acquired  im¬ 
mortal  honour  by  his  defence  of  Metz  againft 
the  Emperor. 

Henry  was  formidable,  from  his  connexions 
with  foreign  powers,  as  well  as  on  account  of 
his  internal  refources.  The  Queen  of  Scots 
having  been  educated  at  his  court,  and  be¬ 
trothed  to  his  eldeft  fon,  her  kingdom  was 
likely  to  become  a  province  of  France.  And, 
in  imitation  of  his  father,  he  had  courted  afii- 
duoufly  the  friendfhip  of  the  Swifs,  and  en¬ 
tered  into  a  ftrid  alliance  with  the  Sultan ;  as 
from  the  former  he  might,  in  cafe  of  a  rupture 

with 


PHILIP  II.  KING  OF  SPAIN. 

with  Spain,  receive  affiftance  by  land,  and  from 
the  latter  by  fea,  on  the  coalls  of  Spain  and 
Italy. 

It  appeared,  almoft  from  the  beginning  of 
Henry’s  reign,  that  he  had  thoroughly  imbibed 
his  father’s  paffions,  his  ambition  to  recover  pof- 
feffion  of  thofe  Italian  dominions  which  had 
occafioned  fo  many  bloody  wars,  and  his  jea- 
loufy  of  the  Spanifh  or  Auftrian  power  and 
greatnefs. 

Prompted  by  thefe  paffions,  he  had,  in  the 
year  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fifty-one, 
taken  OCtavio  Famefe,  duke  of  Parma,  under 
his  protection,  in  oppofition  both  to  the  Pope 
and  to  the  Emperor.  And  he  had  entered  into 
a  league  againft  Charles,  with  the  Proteftant 
princes  in  Germany,  'than  which,  he  could 
not  have  given  a  ftronger  demonftration  of  his 
jealoufy  of  the  Emperor;  fince  the  principal 
end  of  this  alliance  was,  to  fave  from  ruin,  in 
Germany,  that  religion,  the  profeffors  of  which 
he  had  perfecuted  in  France  with  unrelenting 
rigour.  The  war,  which  was  the  confequence 
of  this  alliance,  continued  with  various  fuccefs* 
till  -a  flop  was  put  to  it  for  a  few  months  by 
the  truce  of  Vaucelles  above  mentioned.  By 
this  truce  the  contending  parties  were  to  retain 
poffeffion  of  their  conquers  for  five  years,  «n. 
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lefs  their  refpectiv.e  claims  were  ad]  lifted  before 
the  expiration  of  that  term.  This  was  the  prin¬ 
cipal  article;  and,  in  virtue  of  it,  not  only 
Metz  and  Toui  and  Verdun,  which  rendered 
France  fecure  on  the  German  frontier,  but  al- 
moft  the  whole  of  Savoy  and  Piedmont  (the 
reftoration  of  which  the  Emperor  was  in  ho¬ 
nour  bound  to  procure  to  the  duke  of  Savoy), 
were  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  French. 
Charles  would  never  have  confented  to  this 
condition,  which  he  had  rejected  when  it  was 
propofed  in  the  preceding  year,  had  he  not 
thought  it  neceffary  that  his  fon  fhould  enjoy 
fome  years  of  peace.  Henry,  on  the  other 
hand,  had  the  higheft  reafon  to  be  fatisfied ; 
yet  it  was  by  him  the  truce  was  violated.  Into 
this  meafure,  of  which  he  had  much  reafon  after¬ 
wards  to  repent,  he  was  drawn,  partly  by  that 
hereditary  ambition,  which  had  impelled  fo 
many  of  his  predeceffors  to  attempt  to  gain  a 
footing  in  Italy,  and  partly  by  the  interefted 
counfels  of  the  family  of  Guife  ;  but  chiefly  by 
the  folicitations  and  importunity  of  the  fovereign 

pontiff. 

•' » 

Paul  the  Fourfh,  one  of  the  moft  fingular 
characters  of  the  age,  and  whofe  conduct  fur- 
nilhed,  at  this  time,  a  ftriking  contrail  to  that 
of  the  Emperor,  had  been  lately  advanced  to 
the  papacy;  after  having  paffed  the  greateft 
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part  of  his  life  either  in  the  ftudy  of  the  learned 
languages  and  fcholaftic  theology,  or  in  the 
aufterities  of  a  cloiften  Born  of  the  family  of 
Caraffa  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  he 'had  in 
his  youth  enjoyed  feveral  rich  preferments^  and 
been  employed  as  a  nuncio  in  Naples,  in  Spaing 
and  in  England.  But  having  grown  tired  of 
this  public  life,  he  had  relinquifhed  the  paths  of 
ambition  ;  refigned  his  benefices  j  inflituted’  an 
order  of  monks,  and  lived,  for  feveral  years,  in 
ftrift  conformity  to  the  rigid  rules  which  he  pre- 
fcribed  them.  Paul  the  Third  with  difficulty  per- 
fuaded  him  to  quit  his  retirement,  and  accept  the 
dignity  of  Cardinal:  nor’ would  he  have  been 
induced  to  comply  with  the  Pope’s  requeft,  by 
any  other  motive,  but  th'e  hope  of  contributing' 
towards  the  extirpation  of  the  Lutheran  herefy  j 
againft  which  he  had  ever  fhewn  the  moftrfu- 
rious  and  bigoted  zeal.  He  was  the  oldeft  car¬ 
dinal  when  Marcellus  died ;  and  this  circum- 
ftance  had  ferved  not  a  little  to  promote  his  elec¬ 
tion  ;  as  if  flattered  the  other  competitors  with 
the  profpeft  of  feeing1,  ere  long,  another  vacancy* 
in  the  papal  chair. 

But  his  advanced  age  had  given  him  neither 
'  moderation  nor  prudence,  nor  any  ufeful  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  the  world.  He  talked  perpe¬ 
tually  of  the  power  belonging  to  the  fuccefior 
of  St.  Peter,  and  of  his  fuperiority  to  princes. 
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in  terms  that  might  have  been  fuffered  in  the 
dark  ages  of  the  church,  but  which,  from  the  re¬ 
volution  men’s  fentiments  had  lately  undergone, 
appeared,  even  to  his  courtiers,  ridiculous  and 
extravagant.  In  all  his  demeanour  he  difeovered 
a  degree  of  haughtinefs,  that  aftonifhed  thofe 
who  observed  it ;  and  he  began  his  pontificate  at 
the  age  of  feventy-nine,  with  an  impetuofity  and 
violence  feldom  to  be  met  with  in  the  ardour  of 
youth b. 

He  had  long  held  a  diftinguifhed  chara&er 
for  fan&ity  of  manners,  and  difinterefted  zeal 
for  the  honour  of  the  Holy  See ;  but  having 
now  attained  the  highefl  dignity  to  which  he 
could  afpire,  and  having  no  longer  any  reafon 
to  difguife  his  fentiments,  he  devoted  himfelf, 
with  a  blind  attachment,  to  his  nephews,  and 
feemed  to  have  no  other  aim,  in  the  exercife  of 
his  pontifical  power,  than  to  advance  their  in- 
Serefte,  and  affift  them  in  the  execution  of  their 
ambitious  defigns.  Unfortunately  for  the  peace 
of  Europe,  their  ambition  could  not  be  fa- 
tisfied  with  the  dignities,  which,  as  fupreine  pon¬ 
tiff,  he  had  the  power  of  conferring ;  although 
he  beftowed  on  Count  Montorio,  his  eldeft 

*  F.  JPaul,  lib.  v.  Onuphrii  Panvinni  vita  Pauli  IV. 
Thuani,  lib.  xv.  c.  12.  Burnet’s  Hilt,  of  the  Ref.  part  if. 
b.  ii. 
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nephew,  the  dukedom  of  Palliano,  of  which  he  B °  o 
had  violently  difpoflefled  Mark  Antony  Colon-  v— y 
na;  on  the  fecond  the  government  of  Rome, 
with  the  county  of  Bagno,  and  the  title  of  Mar¬ 
quis  of  Montebello  •,  and  had  made  the  young- 
eft  a  cardinal,  and  legate  of  Bologna.  But 
thefe  men  afpired  at  fome  fovereign  or  inde¬ 
pendent  eftablilhment,  fuch  as.  had  been  pro¬ 
cured  by  Leo  and  Clement,  for  the  Medici; 
and  by  Paul  the  Third,  for  the  family  of  Far- 
nefe.  They  faw  no  other  means  of  accompliffi- 
ing  their  defign,  but  by  difpofieffing  the  Empe¬ 
ror  and  his  fon  of  their  Italian  dominions :  and 
to  attempt  this,  both  Paul  and  his  nephews  were 
incited  by  motives  of  refentment,  as  well  as 
intereft.  The  younger  Caraffa,  formerly  a  fob 
dier,  and  one  of  the  knights  of  Malta,  though 
now  a  cardinal,  having,  when  he  ferved  in 
the  Emperor’s  army  in  Germany,  challenged  a 
Spanilh  officer  to  fingle  combat,  Charles  had 
put  him  under  arreft  ;  and  afterwards,  when 
the  Pope  had  conferred  on  him  the  priory  of 
St.  Jerom  in  Naples,  the  Emperor’s  viceroy  had 
prevented  him  from  entering  on  the  pofleffion 
of  it c. 

Paul  himfelf,  during  his  refidence  as  nundo 
in  Spain,  having  acquired  the  efteern  of  Ferdi* 

*  Pallttviciui,  p.  60.  Father  Paul,  lib.  v. 
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nand  the  Catholic,  had  been  admitted  by  him 
into  the  council  of  date,  and  had  retained  his 
place  there  after  the  acceffion  of  Charles.  But 
having  on  fome  occafion  fpoken  with  too  much 
freedom  againft  the  Emperor  in  the  confiftory 
at  Rome,  Charles  had  teftified  his  difpleafure 
with  him,  by  ordering  his  name  to  be  ftruck  out 
of  the  lift  of  counfellors.  Not  fatisfied  with 
this,  he  had  firft  oppofed  his  being  admitted  to 
the  archbiftiopric  of  Naples,  to  which  Paul  the 
Third  had  prefented  him ;  and  afterwards, 
though  Charles  was  perfuaded  by  Julius  the 
Third  to  confent  to  his  inveftiture,  yet  he  had 
jnolefted  him  in  the  exercife  of  his  jurifdidtion ; 
and  had  exerted  all  his  influence  in  the  con¬ 
clave  to  prevent  his  advancement  to  the  papal 
throne d. 

These  injuries  made  a  deep  imprefiion  on  the 
proud  and  fiery  temper  of  the  pontiff ;  nor  was 
he  felicitous  to  conceal  his  indignation.  Even 
in  the  prefence  of  the  Cardinals  .of  the  Imperial 
party,  he  ufed  to  inveigh  bitterly  againft  the 
Emperor,  and  to  join  menaces  to  his  invedtives  ; 
and  would  fometimes  add,  that  they  might  in¬ 
form  their  mafter,  if  they  pleafed,  of  what  he 
faid. 

d  Sumrronte,  lib.  x.  p.  269.  Pallavicini,  lib.  xiii.  c.  xiv. 
F.  Paul,  lib.  v. 
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It  Is  probable,  however,  that  he  would  not  book 
have  formed  the  refolution  of  having  recourfe  to  - — 1 — > 
arms,  had  not  his  nephews,  and  particularly  the  ™es'r  aru* 
Cardinal,  the  moft  ambitious  and  intriguing,  em¬ 
ployed  various  artifices  to  deceive  him.  They 
gave  him  information  of  nofturnal  affemblies 
held  in  Rome,  by  the  partizans  of  the  Emperor, 
at  which,  meafures  were  concerted  prejudicial  to 
his  authority  ;  they  informed  him  of  a  dete&ion 
which  they  had  made,  of  perfons  hired  by  the 
Emperor,  to  poifon,  or  afiaflinate  both  him  and 
them ;  and  they  carried  him  intercepted  letters 
writ  in  cypher,  from  which,  according  to  the  Car¬ 
dinal^  interpretation,  it  appeared  that  fome  fe- 
cret  machinations  were  in  agitation  againft  him 
among  the  Imperial  minifters. 

By  thefe  and  other  means  of  the  fame  nature, 
they  at  once  roufed  his  fears,  and  inflamed  his 
refentment ;  and  he  at  length  refolved,  in  confor¬ 
mity  with  their  advice,  to  endeavour  to  engage 
the  French  king,  whofe  war  with  the  Emperor 
jftill  fub lifted,  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  alliance 
with  him  againft  the  common  enemy. 

Having,  with  this  view,  called  fuch  of  his  Paul  forma 
courtiers  as  he  confided  in,  to  a  fecret  confer-  with  Henry 
ence,  at  which  he  defined  the  French  ambaffa-  11  ’ 
dor,  A-vanfon,  to  be  prefent ;  he  informed  them 
of  the  feveral  plots  againft  him  and  his  nephews, 
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which  had  fortunately  been  detected,  and  la* 
mented  that,  notwithftanding  it  had  pleafed  God 
to  appoint  him  to  be  the  common  father  of  Chrif- 
tians,  yet  his  children,  by  confpiring  to  ac- 
complilh  his  deftrudtion,  had  reduced  him  to  the 
painful  neceflity  of  taking  arms  againfl  them,  in 
order  to  maintain  that  facred  dignity  with  which 
he  was  inverted.  And  he  concluded  with  fay¬ 
ing,  that  his  hopes  of  deliverance  from  the  dan¬ 
gers  which  threatened  him  and  the  church,  were 
founded  principally  on  the  power  and  zeal  of  his 
moft  Chriftian  Majefty. 

Avanson  replied  to  this  difcourfe,  by  allur¬ 
ing  him  that  the  king  and  kingdom  of  France 
would  be  ready  to  devote  themfelves  to  the 
defence  of  his  facred  perfon,  and  the  Aportolic 
See;  and  Paul  difmiffed  the  afiembly,  after 
obferving  that  he  hoped  ere  long  to  fee  one  of 
the  king’s  fons  in  pofieflion  of  Naples,  and  ano¬ 
ther,  of  the  Dutchy  of  Milan. 

Caraffa  the  cardinal,  impatient  of  delay,  im¬ 
mediately  fet  on  foot  a  treaty  between  his  uncle 
and  Avanfon ;  and  having,  without  much  diffi¬ 
culty,  brought  it  to  a  conclufion,  fie  tranffnitted 
it  to  the  court  of  France6. 

The 

e  From  this  treaty  it  is  evident,  that  however  folicitou* 
Paul  was  to  advance  the  ambitious  and  interefted  views  of 

his 
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The  moft  important  articles  were  thefe  ;  That  3  nu°  K 

the  King  of  France  fhould  take  upon  himfelr  the  < - , — - 

protection  of  the  Pope,  and  all  the  family  of 
Caraffa :  That  the  Pope  fhould  furnifh  an  army 
of  ten  thoufand  men ;  and  the  King  the  fame, 
or  a  greater  number,  if  neceffary,  to  co-operate 
with  the  ecclefiaftical  forces,  in  refloring  liberty 
to  Tufcany,  and  in  expelling  the  Imperialifls 
and  Spaniards  from  the  kingdoms  of  Naples 
and  Sicily :  And  that,  in  cafe  their  arms  fhould 
be  attended  with  fuccefs,  the  Pope  fhould  imme¬ 
diately  grant  the  inveftiture  of  thefe  kingdoms 
to  a  younger  fon  of  the  French  monarch ;  re- 
ferving  for  the  Ecclefiaftical  State,  the  city  of 
Benevento,  with  its  territory,  and  an  annual  tri¬ 
bute  of  twenty  thoufand  crowns ;  befides  an  in¬ 
dependent  eflablifhment,  in  the  kingdom  of  Na¬ 
ples,  of  twenty-five  thoufand  crowns,  for  the 
Count  Montorio ;  and  another  of  fifteen  thou¬ 
fand  for  Antonio  de  Caraffa f. 

This  treaty  met  with  fuch  a  reception  at  the 
court  of  France,  as  Avanfon  had  given  reafon 
to  expeCt.  Henry  was  allured  by  the  profpeCt 
which  it  opened  to  him  of  acquiring  thofe  Ita- 


Jiis  nephews,  he  *as  not  entirely  under  their  direction,  nor 
altogether  regardlefs  of  the  intertit  of  the  Holy  See.  Palla- 
vicini,  lib.  xiii.  c.  xv. 


f  Summonte,  lib.  x.  p.  278. 
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Iian  dominions,  for  which  his  predeceffors  had 
fo  often  contended ;  and  was  of  himfelf  ftrongly 
inclined  to  comply  with  the  pope’s  propofals. 
The  confiable  Montmorency,  ever  bold,  and 
often  rafh  in  action,  but  in  counfel  provident, 
circumfpect,  and  cautious,  employed  feveral  co¬ 
gent  arguments  to  dhfuade  him  ;  and  was  warmly 
feconded  by  the  cardinal  of  Tournon. 

They  obferved,  that,  as  the  Emperor  was 
about  to  refign  his  dominions,  it  was  highly 
probable,  that  either  a  peace,  or  a  truce  with 
Spain,  might  foon  be  eftablilhed ;  they  repre- 
fented  how  pernicious  all  thofe  enterprifes  in 
Italy  had  been,  which  Henry’s  anceitors  had 
undertaken,  in  circumftances  much  more  fa¬ 
vourable  than  at  the  prefent  period,  when  the 
nation  was  exhaufted  by  a  long  fucceflion  of  ex- 
penfive  wars.  And  they  endeavoured  to  con¬ 
vince  him  of  the  imprudence  of  unneceffarily 
prolonging  war  with  a  prince  poffeffed  of  fo 
many  refources  as  the  Emperor,  depending  on 
the  feeble  aid  of  a  pope,  at  the  age  of  eighty ; 
after  w'hofe  death  thofe  very  forces  on  which  he 
now  relied,  would  probably  be  ranged  on  the 
fide  of  the  enemy. 

H  enry,  who  had  been  long  accuftomed  to  pay 
the  highefl;  deference  to  the  conltable’s  opinion, 
would  have  yielded  to  thefe  arguments,  had 

they 
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they  not  been  warmly  oppofed  by  the  duke  of 
Guife,  and  his  brother  the  cardinal  of  Lorrain  ; 
who  flattered  the  king’s  ambition,  and  thereby 
obtained  an  eafy  victory  on  this  occaffon  over 
their  rival.  Whether  there  was  ground  for  the 
fufpicions  which  were  entertained,  that  Guife 
had  formed  a  deflgn  on  the  kingdom  of.  Naples, 
and  the  cardinal  on  the  papal  throne,  it  is  im- 
poflible  to  decide ;  but,  from  the  interfiled  and 
ambitious  characters  of  thefe  men,  there  is  rea- 
fon  to  believe,  that  neither  a  regard  to  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  France,  nor  the  glory  of  the  King,  deter¬ 
mined  them  to  offer  the  counfel  which  they 
gave.  They  knew  that  the  management  of  the 
war,  and  the  conduct  of  all  the  negotiations 
relative  to  it,  would  be  put  into  their  hands  ; 
and  they  hoped,  if  the  event  were  profperous, 
to  enjoy,  in  Italy,  a  more  independent  authority 
than  they  could  expect  to  exercife  in  France, 
where  they  muff  fubmit  to  perpetual  controul 
front  the  prefence  of  the  King,  or  from  their 
rivals  in  the  court. 

“  So  fair  an  opportunity,”  faid  the  Cardinal, 
*c  of  recovering  thofe  dominions  in  Italy,  which 
the  crown  of  Spain  has  ufurped,  ought  not  to 
be  neglected.  It  was  from  the  fovere  gn  pon¬ 
tiff,  that  the  French  monarchs  had  originally 
received  their  title  to  the  Neapolitan  kingdom; 
and  it  would  not  be  difficult  for  the  King  to 
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book  affert  his  claim,  with  the  afliftance  of  the  pre- 
w~v— -  fent  Pope,  whofe  family  would,  by  their  credit 
and  influence,  engage  the  friends  of  France  to 
hand  forth  in  defence  of  a  caufe  which  their 
anceftors  had  fo  ftrenuoufly  fupported.  And 
with  regard  to  what  had  been  faid  of  peace  with 
the  Emperor,  as  the  profpeS  of  it  was  extremely 
precarious,  fo  it  was  not  to  be  fuppofed,  that 
any  benefit  that  would  accrue  from  it,  could  be 
put  in  the  balance  with  that  acceflion  of  glory, 
which  ther  King  and  the  French  nation  would 
derive  from  the  propofed  alliance.” 

This  fpecious  but  flimfy  declamation  pro¬ 
duced  the  defired  effedt  on  the  improvident 
temper  of  the  King.  The  cardinal  of  Lorrain^ 
agreeably  to  his  expectations,  was  immediately 
ordered  to  repair  to  Rome ;  and  the  cardinal  of 
Tournon,  though  extremely  averfe  to  the  mea- 
fure  adopted,  was  required  to  accompany  him. 
Not  long  afterwards  the  treaty  was  concluded 
in  form,  and  both  parties  began  fecretly  to  pre¬ 
pare  for  putting  it  in  execution. 

Truce  of  But  Henry  foon  forgot  the  obligations  which 
d« '’15'**  he  had  brought  himfelf  under  in  this  treaty; 
l555‘  and,  in  lefs  than  two  months  after  it  was  flgned, 
agreed  to  the  truce  of  Vaucelles.  The  cardi¬ 
nal  of  Lorrain  was  at  that  time  in  Italy ;  and 
the  Conftable,  taking  advantage  of  his  abfence, 
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reprefented  to  the  King  in  fo  ftrong  a  light  the 
benefit  which  would  arife  from  the  truce,  as 
overcame  the  refolution  of  that  unfteady  prince, 
and  perfuaded  him  to  abandon  thofe  alluring 
profpe&s  with  which  he  had  been  dazzled  and 
deceived.  The  Cardinal,  after  his  laft  audi¬ 
ence  of  the  Pope,  was  about  to  fet  out  from 
Rome,  in  order  to  folicit  the  duke  of  Ferrera 
and  the  republic  of  Venice  to  accede  to  the  al¬ 
liances  ;  when  intelligence  was  brought  him 
from  the  court  of  France,  that,  in  a  conference 
held  at  Vaucelles  for  an  exchange  of  prifoners, 
a  truce,  with  the  condition  of  leaving  both 
parties  in  pofleflion  of  their  conquefts,  had 
been  propofed  by  the  Imperialifts.  But  he 
thought  it  fo  exceedingly  improbable  that  either 
the  Emperor,  or  Philip,  would  ccnfent  to  this 
condition,  that  he  (till  perfifted  in  his  journey, 
and  left  his  information  with  the  cardinal  of 
Tournon,  to  be  communicated  to  the  Pope. 
It  made  no  greater  imprefiion  on  Paul,  than  on 
the  cardinal  of  Lorrain.  He  endeavoured  to 
make  Tournon  believe,  that  fuch  a  truce  would 
give  him  pleafure ;  but  it  was  an  event,  he  faid, 
to  be  defired,  rather  than  to  be  hoped  for,  or 
tepefied. 

Not  many  days  after,  he  received  certain 
intelligence  from  his  nuncio  at  the  court  of 
France,  that  this  eVept,  which  he  thought  fo 
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exceedingly  improbable,  had  taken  place ;  that 
the  truce  was  adually  figned,  and  that  Henry, 
as  well  as  the  Emperor  and  his  fon,  had  fworn 
to  obferve  it ;  the  firfl  at  Blois,  in  the  prefence 
of  the  Count  de  Lalain,  and  the  two  laid  before 
the  Admiral  de  Coligni  at  Bruffels.  The  hews 
of  this  tranfaction  excited  in  Paul  and  his  ne¬ 
phews  the  mofl  alarming  apprehenfions.  They 
were  confcious  of  having  given  the  Emperor 
and  Philip  the  juftefh  ground  of  offence.  They 
could  not  fuppofe  that  their  condud  had  been 
entirely  fecret,  and  they  were  now  expofed  to 
the  refentment  of  enemies,  by  whom  they  muft 
be  quickly  overwhelmed 

In  order  to  elude  that  vengeance  which  they 
juftiy  merited,  Paul  affected  to  rejoice,  as  be¬ 
came  the  father  of  the  Chriflian  church,  at  fee¬ 
ing  an  end  put  to  the  calamities  of  war.  Un¬ 
der  this  mafk  he  concealed  his  intention  for 
fomb  time ;  and  that  he  might  conceal  it  flill 
longer  and  more  effectually,  he  fent  two  nun¬ 
cios,  a  cardinal  of  the  name  of  Rebiba,  to  the 
Emperor  and  Philip ;  and  his  nephew  cardinal 
Caraffa,  to  the  King  of  France.  He  gave  the 
fame  public  inflrudions  to  both,  and  ordered 
them  to  make  an  offer  to  thefe  princes  of  his 
mediation  for  eftablifhing  a  folid  peace  on  the 


8  Pallavicini,  lib.  xiii.  c.  xvi. 
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foundation  of  the  truce  ;  and  to  treat  with  them 
of  the  meafures  proper  to  be  taken  for  affem- 
bling  a  general  council.  But  the  real  defign 
of  Garaffa’s  embalfy  was,  to  perfuade  Henry 
to  fulfil  the  conditions  of  that  alliance  with  the 
Pope  into  which  he  had  entered  fome  months 
before h. 

Rebib  a  was  purpofely  detained  in  Rome  for 
feveral  weeks ;  but  Caraffa,  having  carried 
along  with  him  marefchal  Strozzi,  a  kinfman 
of  the  Queen  of  France,  proceeded  in  his  jour¬ 
ney  to  Paris  with  the  utmofl  expedition.  He 
poffeffed,  in  an  eminent  degree,  the  art  and 
eloquence  necelfary  for  executing  the  difficult 
negociation  which  he  had  undertaken.  And  it 
was  not  without  good  reafon  that  the  Pontiff, 
when  he  reflected  on  his  nephew’s  talents,  Hill 
flattered  himfelf  with  the  hopes  of  fuccefs. 

Upon  his  arrival  at  Fountainbleau,  Caraffa 
found  the  Courtiers  divided,  as  formerly,  with 
regard  to  the  fubjedt  of  this  embalfy.  When 
Henry  firft  entered  into  alliance  with  the  Pope, 
the  Conftable  was  fufpected  of  having  too  faintly 
oppofed  it  $  not  from  any  doubt  which  he 
entertained  of  its  inexpediency,  but  either 
from  the  faithlefs  complaifance  of  a  courtier 

**  Pallavlcini,  lib.  Kill.  c.  kvi. 
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book  to  the  inclinations  of  the  King,  or  from  a  de-» 
fire  to  have  his  rivals  of  the  family  of  Guife 
removed  to  a  diflance  from  the  court.  But 
whatever  ground  there  was  for  this  fufpicion, 
it  is  certain  that  Montmorency  had  been  the 
chief  promoter  of  the  truce  of  Vaucelles  ;  and 
that  he  now  fhewed  himfelf  extremely  averfe 
to  that  fhameful  violation  of  it,  winch  Caraffa 
had  come  to  folicit. 

The  duke  of  Guife,  on  the  other  hand,  and 
his  brother  the  Cardinal,  were  ftill  as  much 
bent  on  the  Italian  war  as  ever;  and  made  no 
more  fcruple  to  exhort  their  mailer  to  under¬ 
take  it,  after  he  had  fworn  to  obferve  the  truce 
with  the  Emperor,  than  they  had  done  formerly, 
when  he  was  at  liberty,  confiilently  with  his 
honour,  either  to  embrace  or  reject  it. 

I  *  - 

Between  the  oppofite  counfels  which  were 
given  him,  the  unitable  mind  of  Henry  re¬ 
mained  for  feveral  days  in  fufpenfe.  Elated 
with  the  fuccefs  which  had  hitherto  attended 
his  arms,  and  inflamed  with  the  ambition  of 
acquiring  the  Neapolitan  kingdom,  he  was  in¬ 
clined  to  a  renewal  of  the  war,  and  withheld 
his  confent  from  it,  only  out  of  refpedl  for  his 
oath,  and  his  deference  to  the  opinion  of  the 
Conilable.  At  length  Caraffa  having  gained 
over  the  Queen,  through  the  influence  of 

Strozzi  5 
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Strozzi;  and  the  Guifes  having  employed  the 
Hill  more  powerful  interceffion  of  the  duchefs  of 
Valentinois1,  Henry  began  to  yield  to  the  im¬ 
portunity  of  fuch  powerful  folicitors,  and  ad¬ 
mitted  Caraffa  to  a  private  audience,  which  he 
had  requefted,  in  the  hopes  of  completing  that 
vi&ory  over  the  Conftable’s  remonftrances,  and 
the  King’s  remaining  fcruples,  which  his  affo- 
ciates  had  begun.  On  this  occafion,  having, 
with  the  ufual  ceremony,  prefented  to  the  King 
a  confecrated  fword,  he  remonftrated  to  him, 
at  great  length,  on  the  breach  of  his  engage¬ 
ments  with  the  Pontiff ;  and  when  he  found 
that  Henry  was  not  offended  with  this  freedom, 
he  next  addreffed  himfelf  to  his  ambition,  and 
reprefented,  that  a  more  favourable  juncture 
than  the  prefent  could  not  be  defired  for  at¬ 
tempting  to  expel  the  Spaniards  from  Italy. 
That  the  reins  of  government  were  now  aban¬ 
doned  by  the  Emperor,  and  committed  to  his 
fon ;  who,  befides  his  inexperience,  was  ex¬ 
tremely  unacceptable  to  the  Italian  Hates  and 
princes,  and  was  not  yet  firmly  eftablifhed  on 
his  throne.  That  his  exchequer  was  drained  by 
thofe  expenfive  wars  in  which  the  Emperor 
had  been  almofl  continually  engaged ;  and  his 
armies  were  neither  fo  numerous  nor  fo  flourifh- 
ing  as  at  any  former  period  fmce  the  com- 


1  The  famous  Diana  of  Poitiers,  Henry’s  miftrefs. 
Vol.  I.  E  mencement 
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K  mencement  of  his  father’s  reign.  While,  on  the 
— '  other  hand,  the  French  army  would  have  eafy 
accefs  to  Naples,  through  the  territories  of  the 
Pope,  and  would  thence  likewife  be  furnilhed, 
both  with  frefh  troops,  and  with  abundant  fup- 
plies  of  ammunition  and  provifions. 

Henry  found  it  difficult  any  longer  to  with¬ 
hold  his  confent.  But  there  were  two  points  on 
which  he  required  ftill  farther  fatisfadtion,  than 
either  Caraffa’s  arguments  or  promifes  had 
given  him.  He  could  not  entirely  divert  him- 
felf  of  the  fcruples  which  arofe  from  his  oath  ; 
and  nothing  offered  by  Caraffa  had  taken  off 
the  force  of  the  Conftable’s  objedtion  againft 
entering  into  engagements  with  a  Pope  in  the 
extremity  of  old  age,  wrho,  it  was  likely,  would 
die  before  the  end  of  the  propofed  alliance 
could  be  accomplifhed.  Caraffa  had  forefeen 
both  thefe  difficulties,  and  was  prepared  to  re¬ 
move  them.  He  produced  from  Paul  a  powrer 
to  abfolve  Henry  from  the  obligation  of  his 
oath  ;  he  engaged  that  fuch  a  number  of  cardi¬ 
nals,  partifans  of  France,  and  enemies  to  Spain, 
fhould  be  nominated  at  the  next  promotion,  as 
Would  fecure  to  Henry  the  abfolute  difpofal  of 
the  prapacy,  in  the  event  of  the  Pontiff’s  death  ; 
and,  for  his  further  fecurity,  he  promifed,  in  all 
events,  that  Bologna,  Ancona,  Paliano,  Civita- 
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Vecchia,  and  even  the  caftle  of  St.  Angelo, 
fhould  be  put  into  his  poffeffion. 

The  war  was  now  refoived  upon  without  fur¬ 
ther  hefitation.  Caraffa  immediately  difpatched 
a  meffenger  to  Rebiba,  who,  according  to  his 
inflructions,  was  advancing  by  flow  journeys  to¬ 
wards  Bruffels,  to  inform  him  of  what  had  paffed 
and  to  defire  him  to  return  to  Rome.  Henry 
received  abfolution  in  form  from  the  obligation 
cf  that  facred  law  of  Nature,  which  enjoins  the 
obfervance  of  an  oath ;  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
he  received  a  difpenfation  from  a  law  of  na¬ 
tions,  coniidered  as  no  lefs  facred,  by  which  it 
was  held  to  be  unchriftian  and  barbarous  to  be¬ 
gin  hoftilities  without  a  previous  declaration  of 
wark. 

As  he  flattered  himfelf  that  his  tranfaftion 
with  taraffa  might  be  for  fome  time  concealed, 
he  was  determined,  if  poffible,  to  attack  the  Em¬ 
peror  and  Philip,  while,  trufling  to  the  truce, 
they  were  off  their  guard.  And  thus  did  this 
monarch,  who  was  not  lefs  virtuous  than  mofl  of 
his  cotemporary  princes,  deliberately  refolve 
to  add  treachery  to  the  perjury  and  falfehood 
into  which  he  had  been  betrayed ;  under  a  per- 
fuafion  that  his  conduct  was  not  only  juftifiable, 

k  Thuanus,  lib.  xvii.  c.  vii.  Father  Paul,  lib.  v.  Palla- 
vicinf,  lib,  xiii,  c.  x  p.  71. 
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b  o^o  k  but  even  honourable,  and  meritorious  in  the  fight 

v— v - -  of  God  and  man.  Such  is  the  fafcinating  power 

of  falfe  religion ;  and  fo  pernicious  to  fociety 
that  impious  pretenfion  to  the  power  of  annul¬ 
ling  the  facred  obligations  of  morality,  which  was 
claimed  by  the  Roman  pontiffs,  and  which, 
through  the  ignorance  of  their  votaries,  they 
were  permitted  for  many  ages  to  enjoy. 

Caraffa  had  endeavoured  to  conceal  his  ne- 
gociation  at  the  court  of  France,  under  the  pre¬ 
text  of  treating  with  the  King  about  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  peace,  and  the  calling  of  a  general 
council.  But  the  Emperor  and  Philip  were  too 
well  acquainted  with  his  character,  to  be  fo  eafily 
deceived.  They  had  penetrated  into  the  real 
intention  of  the  embaffy,  and  had  for  fome  time 
kept  a  watchful  eye  over  all  the  motions  both  of 
Henry  and  the  Pope. 

The  vio-  The  conduct  of  Paul  was  extremely  ill-calcu- 
Paul.  lated  to  elude  the  penetration  of  the  Spanifh 
minifters.  Befides  excommunicating  the  fa¬ 
mily  of  Colonna,  and  depriving  them  of  their 
territories,  he  had  treated  with  much  feverity 
and  injuftice  all  thofe  whom  he  fufpebted  of 
being  attached  to  the  Spanifh  intereft;  and 
had  received,  in  the  moft  gracious  manner, 
fome  Neapolitan  exiles,  who  had  fled  to  Rome. 
Some  of  his  letters  having  been  intercepted, 

he 
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he  had  put  to  the  torture  Antonio  de  Taffis  poft- 
mafter  at  Rome,  though  a  Spamffi  iubjedt ;  and, 
in  violation  of  a  privilege  long  enjoyed  by  the 
kings  of  Spain,  had  given  his  office  to  another. 

He  had  put  under  arreft  De  la  Vega,  Philip’s 
ambaffador  at  Rome ;  and,  with  no  fmall  degree 
of  vanity,  fet  on  foot  a  trial  in  the  confiflory, 
againft  Philip  himfelf,  on  pretence  that,  as  his 
liege-lord,  he  had  a  right  to  deprive  him 
of  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  on  account  of 
his  having  failed  in  the  payment  of  700  ducats, 
which  he  alleged  was  an  annual  tribute  due 
from  the  poffeffor  of  that  kingdom  to  the  Ploly 
See'. 

While  Paul  gave  thefe  impotent  proofs  of 
his  refentment,  his  nephews  were  making  di¬ 
ligent  preparation  for  the  approaching  war. 

They  were  employed  affiduoufly  in  repairing 
the  fortifications  of  Rome,  Paliano,  and  other 
places.  And,  having  levied  a  confiderable  num¬ 
ber  of  troops,  they  engaged  Camillo  Orfmi,  one 
of  the  ablefl  generals  of  the  age,  to  command 
them. 

/  / 

The  adminiftration  of  Philip’s  affairs  in  Italy  The  duke 
was  at  this  time  in  the  hands  of  Ferdinand  de  of  Alva‘ 

1  Gianone,  liv.  xxxiii.  c.  i.  The  duke  of  Alva’s  letter 
in  Summonte,  tom.  iv.  p.  270.  Clement  V  II.  had  re¬ 
nounced  this  claim. 
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Toledo,  duke  of  Alva ;  a  fmgular  and  diftin- 
guilhed  perfonage  in  Philip’s  reign,-  whom 
there  will  be  frequent  occafion  to  mention  in  the 
fequel.  He  was  arrogant,  vain,  and  proud ; 
violent,  inflexible,  and  relentlefs  ;  but  patient, 
prudent,  and  fagacious  ;  inured  from  his  youth 
to  arms,  and  poflefled  of  confummate  (kill  in  the 
art  of  war.  He  had  been  intrufled  with  the 
fupreme  command  of  the  Emperor’s  forces  in 
Germany ;  and,  though  unfuccefsful  in  the 
fiege  of  Metz,  had  difcovered  uncommon  vi¬ 
gour  and  abilities.  He  did  not,  however,  en¬ 
joy  the  fame  degree  of  credit  with  the  father, 
which  he  afterwards  attained  under  the  fon ; 
whom  he  nearly  refembled  in  his  character, 
and  whofe  favour  he  had  courted  with  great 
afliduity  and  fuccefs.  Through  the  influence 
of  Ruy  Gomez  de  Silva,  Philip’s  principal  fa¬ 
vourite,  who  beheld  with  a  jealous  eye  Alva’s 
growing  favour  with  the  King,  and  was  de- 
firous,  on  that  account,  to  have  him  removed 
to  a  diftance  from  the  helm  of  government,  he 
had,  about  a  year  before,  been  appointed  vice¬ 
roy  of  Naples,  as  well  as  governor  of  Milan, 
and  commander  in  chief  of  all  the  Spanifli  forces 
in  Italy. 

Philip  had  been  fully  informed,  by  Alva,  of 
the  Pope’s  conduct  with  regard  to  him ;  and 
even  before  he  knew  of  Iris  alliance  with  Henry, 

he 
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he  could  not  entertain  any  doubt  of  his  inten¬ 
tions.  Had  he  permitted  Alva  to  aft  with  vi¬ 
gour,  and  to  improve  the  advantage  over  Paul, 
which. his  defencelefs  htuation  afforded  him,  he 
might  have  got  pofTeffion  of  all  his  fortified 
places,  have  deterred  Henry  from  entering 
into  any  new  connexion  with  him,  and  have 
thereby  prevented  the  renewal  of  the  war.  But 
being  convinced  that  Henry  would  never  violate 
the  truce  of  Vaucelles,  by  which  he  was  fo  great 
.a  gainer ;  and  knowing  that  the  Pontiff  could  do 
nothing  without  the  affiflance  of  the  French,  he 
gave  orders  to  Alva,  to  ufe  every  art  of  per- 
fuafion,  before  he  fhould  have  recourfe  to  arms. 
Alva,  though  naturally  averfe  to  all  mild  expe¬ 
dients,  complied  with  his  inflruftions ;  and, 
by  letters  and  meffengers,  complained,  remon- 
flrated,  and  even  foothed  and  flattered  both 
Paul  and  his  nephews.  All  his  endeavours, 
however,  were  ineffeftual.  They  (till  con¬ 
tinued  their  preparations  ;  and  gave  him 
fometimes  haughty,  and  always  unfatisfaftory 
replies.  At  length  the  duke  of  Alva  fent 
Pirro  de  Loffredo,  with  one  letter  to  the  col¬ 
lege  of  cardinals,  and  another  to  Paul m  ;  in 
which,  after  enumerating  the  various  injuries 
which  his  mafter  had  received,  and  renewing 
his  former  offers  of  peace  and  friendfhip,  he 
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m  The  original  letters  are  preferved  by  Summonte,  lib.  x. 
and  dated  Auguft  21,  1556. 
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book  concluded  with  protefting,  that  if  his  offers 
ll'  were  again  rejected,  the  Pope  fhould  be  charge¬ 
able  with  all  the  calamities  that  might  follow. 
Before  the  arrival  of  Loffredo,  Paul  had  re¬ 
ceived  intelligence  from  France  of  the  fuccefs 
of  the  Cardinal’s  negociation  ;  and  the  duke  of 
Alva’s  letter  ferved  only  to  precipitate  him  into 
new  extravagancies.  Fie  threw  Loffredo  into 
prifon,  and  would  even  have  put  him  to  death, 
had  not  the  college  of  cardinals  interpofed n. 
Fie  then  gave  orders  to  Aldobrandin,  the  confif- 
torial  advocate,  to  finifh  the  procefs  which  he 
had  begun  again!!  Philip,  on  account  of  his 
failure  in  the  paying  tribute  for  Naples ;  and, 
after  hearing  the  caufe  pleaded,  he  paffed  fen- 
tence,  depriving  him  of  the  fovereignty  of  that 
kingdom 

This  violent  conduff  of  Paul  gave  great  of¬ 
fence  throughout  Europe ;  and,  in  Italy,  ferved 
rather  to  obflruft,  than  to  promote  his  defigns. 
The  Venetians  refufed  to  accede  to  his  alliance ; 
and  the  Neapolitans,  perceiving  what  the  ambi¬ 
tion  of  his  nephews  aimed  at,  with  refpefl  to 
them,  entered  warmly  into  all  the  prudent  mea- 
fures  which  the  duke  of  Alva  planned  for  their 
defence, 

n  Summonte,  lib.  x.  p.  277.  Gfanone,  lib.  xxxiii.  c.  i. 

o  Gianone  adds,  that  he  was  difluaded  from  publifning 
it  by  Camerario  of  Benevento,  the  great  Civilian,  a  Nea- 
politan  exile. 
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But  Paul’s  extravagant  behaviour  did  not 
excite  in  Philip  that  refentment  and  indignation 
which  might  have  been  expected  from  a  young, 
ambitious,  powerful  monarch,  of  a  temper  of 
mind  impatient  of  injuries  and  affronts.  Not- 
withftanding  the  contumelious  treatment  which 
he  had  received,  he  (till  continued  irrefolute,  and 
difcovered  an  amazing  reluCtance  againft  proceed¬ 
ing  to  extremities. 

Some  hiftorians  affirm,  that  he  had  early  im¬ 
bibed,  from  the  Spaniffi  Ecclefiaftics,  who  had 
the  care  of  his  education,  the  higheft  vene¬ 
ration  for  the  Holy  See  ;  and  entertained  fome 
fcruples  as  to  the  lawfulnefs  of  employing  force 
againft  the  fovereign  Pontiff.  Others  affert, 
that  thefe  fcruples  were  mere  grimace  and  af¬ 
fectation.  He  had  already  formed  the  plan  of 
fubjeCting  Europe  to  his  dominion ;  and  zeal 
for  the  Catholic  faith  was  both  the  pretext  and 
the  inftrument  which  he  had  refolved  to  employ 
for  accompliffiing  his  defign. 

Neither  of  thefe  accounts  ought  to  be  en¬ 
tirely  rejected  ;  and  neither  of  them  ought  to 
be  admitted  as  fatisfaCtory.  On  the  one  hand, 
it  is  impoffible  to  doubt  that  ambition,  and  not 
religion,  was  the  ruling  principle  of  Philip’s 
conduCt ;  and  on  the  other,  when  we  refleCt  on 
the  pains  which  were  taken,  from  his  earlieft 
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infancy,  to  infpire  him  with  an  attachment  to 
the  popifh  faith,  and  confider  how  ferious  and 
zealous  he  ever  appeared  in  the  profeffion  and 
fupport  of  it ;  it  will  be  impolhble  to  fuppofe, 
that,  in  religious  matters,  he  was  entirely  hy¬ 
pocritical.  It  is  improbable  that  any  perfon 
could  act  fo  uniform  a  part  as  Philip  did,  with¬ 
out  feeling,  in  a  confiderable  degree,  the  power 
of  that  motive  which  he  held  forth  to  the  world 
as  the  principle  of  his  conduct.  Nor  does  it 
afford  the  fmallefl  prefumption  againft  this  fup- 
pofition,  that  his  conduct  was,  on  many  occa- 
fions,  inconfiftent  with  religious  fmcerity.  His 
religion  was  not  furely  pure  and  genuine.  It 
was  neither  the  religion  of  nature,  nor  that  of 
Chrift,  but  was  the  barbarous  fuperftition  of 
the  Church  of  Rome,  which,  in  the  age  of  Phi¬ 
lip,  inftead  of  deterring  men  from  vice,  tended, 
to  encourage  them  in  the  practice  of  it,  by  in¬ 
culcating  upon  them  the  highefl  reverence  for 
an  order  of  priefts,  fuppofed  to  be  inverted 
with  the  power  of  abfolving  from  the  guilt  and 
punifhment  of  the  moft  enormous  crimes.  To 
Philip’s  fuperrtitious  veneration  for  the  Holy 
See,  therefore,  may  be  afcribed,  in  part,  both 
his  moderation  in  the  prefent  junfture,  and  a 
refolution  which  he  formed,  to  confult  the  moft 
diftinguifhed  divines,  with  regard  to  the  law- 
fulnefs  of  waging  war  againft  an  enemy  v/hofe 
perfon  he  deemed  fo  facred  and  inviolable. 

Thosje 
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Those  men  knew  well  what  counfel  was  B  00  K 
fuited  to  his  prefent  circumftances ;  and  they  >— — v 
declared,  that,  although  it  behoved  him  to  begin 
with  fupplicating  his  Holinefs,  as  the  univerfal 
father  of  the  church,  yet,  if  his  entreaties  were 
rejected,  the  law  of  nature  would  permit  him  to 
defend  his  territories,  and  to  vindicate  his  right 
by  force  of  arms p. 

I 

By  this  anfwer,  Philip’s  religious  fcruples  Aiva’smin- 
were  removed.  Still,  however,  he  lamented  tions.°pera 
the  neceffity  he  lay  under,  of  beginning  his 
reign  with  hoftilities,  againft  a  power,  with 
which,  more  than  with  any  other,  he  was  de- 
firous  of  cultivating  peace  and  friendlhip.  But 
at  laft,  after  having  loft  a  great  deal  of  time  in 
negociating,  he  fent  orders  to  the  duke  of  Alva 
to  take  the  field. 

That  general,  having  fome  time  before  155s, 
gone  from  the  dutchy  of  Milan  to  the  kingdom 
of  Naples,  and  fixed  his  head-quarters  near  the 
confines  of  the  Ecclefiaftical  State,  began  his 
march  in  the  beginning  of  September  one  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  and  fifty-fix,  with  a  well-dif- 
ciplined  army ;  which,  though  finall  in  num¬ 
ber,  was  fuperior  to  that  which  the  Pontiff  had 
provided  to  oppofe  it.  In  a  few  weeks  Alva 

P  Ferreras,  vol.  ix.  p.  373. 
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reduced  feveral  towns  in  the  Campagna  di 
Roma ;  and  took  poffeflion  of  them  in  the  name 
of  the  facred  college,  and  of  the  future  Pope. 
The  people  of  Rome  were  thrown  into  confter- 
nation  by  his  approach ;  and  many  families  left 
the  city,  in  order  to  avoid  the  calamities  of  a 
fiege.  Paul  ftill  retained  all  his  wonted  haugh- 
tinefs,  and  poured  out  threats  and  anathemas 
againfl  the  enemy. 

But  the  duke  of  Alva  ftill  continued  to  ad¬ 
vance  till  his  troops  could  make  incurftons  al- 
moft  to  the  gates  of  Rome.  In  this  fttuation 
cardinal  Caraffa  found  his  uncle’s  affairs  upon 
his  return  from  France.  The  army  which  he 
had  obtained  from  Henry  had  already  reached 
Piedmont ;  but,  being  detained  there  by  the 
rigour  of  the  winter,  could  not  arrive  in  time 
to  fave  Rome  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
Spaniards.  In  order  to  prevent  this,  Caraffa 
prevailed  on  Paul,  who,  from  pride,  and  igno¬ 
rance  of  his  danger,  was  extremely  reluctant,  to 
apply  for  a  ceffation  of  arms ;  and  Alva,  at  the 
requeft  of  his  uncle,  the  cardinal  of  St.  James, 
confented  to  a  conference  with  Caraffa,  in  the 
Ifle  of  Fiumicino.  He  could  not  be  ignorant, 
that  this  crafty  Italian’s  intention  was  only  to 
amufe  him  till  the  French  army  fhould  ap¬ 
proach.  But  an  interval  of  repofe  was  no  lefs 
expedient  for  himfelf,  than  for  the  enemy.  His 

army 
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army  was  greatly  diminifhed  by  putting  garri- 
fons  into  the  conquered  towns.  His  (hips  with 
provifions  had  been  long  detained  by  contrary 
winds  ;  and  his  prefence  was  neceffary  in  Naples, 
to  haflen  his  levies,  and  put  the  kingdom  into 
a  poflure  of  defence  before  the  arrival  of  the 
duke  of  Guife.  Influenced  by  thefe  confidera- 
tions,  Alva  readily  confented  to  a  truce  of  forty 
days ;  and,  immediately  after  concluding  it, 
he  fet  out  for  Naples,  where  he  exerted  him- 
felf  with  great  afliduity,  in  completing  his  pre¬ 
parations  for  the  next  campaign. 

The  duke  of  Guife  had  now  paffed  the  Alps, 
with  twelve  thoufand  foot,  and  near  two  thou- 
fand  horfe,  and  had  advanced  as  far  as  Rheggio. 
There  he  was  met  by  the  duke  of  Ferrara, 
who,  having  acceded  to  the  alliance  between 
the  Pope  and  Henry,  had  brought  along  with 
him  near  feven  thoufand  men.  Guife  delibe¬ 
rated  for  fome  time  whether  he  fhould  begin 
his  operations  with  laying  fiege  to  Cremona, 
Milan,  and  other  towns  in  the  north  of  Italy ; 
or,  leaving  thefe  behind  him  in  the  hands  of 
the  enemy,  fhould  march  direCtly  towards 
Naples.  He  had  been  earneflly  exhorted  by 
marefchal  de  Briffac,  whom  he  faw  in  Pied¬ 
mont,  to  embrace  the  former  of  thefe  mea- 
fures,  as  being  the  fafefl  and  molt  practi¬ 
cable  ;  and  in  this  opinion  the  duke  of  Ferrara 
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concurred ;  but  Guife  had  received  pofitive  or¬ 
ders  from  the  King,  to  be  directed  in  this  mat¬ 
ter  by  the  Pope,  who  iniifted  that  he  lhould 
advance  without  delay  towards  Naples.  In 
compliance,  therefore,  with  his  inftrudtions,  he 
purfued  his  march  fouthward  till  he  reached 
the  frontiers  of  that  part  of  the  kingdom  which 
is  called  the  Abruzzo.  At  his  arrival  in  Rome, 
he  was  received  in  triumph,  as  if  he  had  been 
already  crowned  with  victory.  But  he  foon 
found  that  he  had  been  cruelly  deceived  by 
Caralfa,  with  regard  to  the  affiftance  which  that 
prelate  had  fo  confidently  promifed  him  in  the 
name  of  the  Pontiff;  who  had  not  been  able 

either  to  raife  the  troops  which  he  had  ftipu- 

** 

lated,  or  to  furniih  his  magazines  with  an  ade¬ 
quate  quantity  of  military  ftores.  Guife  was 
extremely  mortified  at  his  prefent  dilagreeable 
fituation,  and  law  that  he  was  likely  to  meet 
with  nothing  but  difgrace  and  fliame,  where  he 
had  flattered  himfelf  with  the  hopes  of  adding 
to  his  former  glory.  He  laid  fiege,  however, 
to  Civiteila,  and  carried  on  his  operations 
againft  it,  for  more  than  three  weeks,  with  his 
wonted  fpirit  and  intrepidity.  After  having 
made  a  breach  in  the  wall,  he  attempted  to 
takg  the  place  by  ftorm.  But  his  troops  were 
gulfed  with  great  lofs  by  the  garrifon,  who 
were  bravely  feconded  by  the  inhabitants.  Even 
the  women  difcovered,  on  this  occafion,  the 

moff 
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molt  undaunted  refolution,  and  feemed  deter¬ 
mined  to  lay  down  their  lives,  rather  than  fub- 
mit  to  the  dominion  of  the  French ;  whofe  in- 
folent  ufe  of  victory,  in  former  Italian  expedi¬ 
tions,  was  not  yet,  after  many  years,  obliterated 
from  their  minds. 

The  duke  of  Alva  had  refolved,  with  his 
ufual  caution,  to  aft  on  the  defenfive ;  and  to 
fortify  his  camp  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river 
Pifcarra,  which  lay  between  him  and  the  ene¬ 
my.  But  when  he  found  that  their  enterprile 
againft  Civitella  detained  them  fo  long,  he  con¬ 
cluded  that  the  accounts  which  he  had  received 
of  their  ftrength  mull  have  been  exaggerated ; 
and  therefore  he  crolfed  the  river,  and  advanced 
towards  them. 

Guise  was  extremely  unwilling  to  quit  the  Bntisob- 
Cege;  but,  having  received  certain  intelligence  ’^cdtjraif<: 
that  the  Spaniih  army  was  fuperior  to  his  own, 
he  liflened  to  the  advice  of  Marefchal  Strozzi ; 
and  retired  into  the  Ecclefiaftical  territories. 

Alva  followed  him  :  but  neither  he  nor  Guife 
feem  to  have  wiflied  for  a  general  engagement. 

The  former  could  not  have  ventured  on  it  with 
any  probability  of  fuccefs  ;  and  the  latter  thought 
it  abfurd  to  rifle  a  kingdom  without  necefllty  on 
the  chance  of  a  battle q. 

q  Harauis  fays,  that  Guife  laboured  to  force  Alva  to  en¬ 
gage  ;  but  this  does  not  appear  from  the  detail  in  Tnuanus. 

Whilst 
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Whilst  thefe  things  pafied  in  the  Abruzzo, 
Mark  Anthony  Colonna  made  rapid  progrefs  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Rome,  where  he  reduced 
feveral  forts  and  towns,  and  obtained  a  victory 
over  the  Pope’s  forces,  commanded  by  Julio 
Orfini  and  the  marquis  of  Montebello. 

By  thefe  difafters,  Paul  was  overwhelmed 
with  terror.  And  when  he  was  lamenting,  in  the 
confiftory,  the  calamities  in  which  his  domi¬ 
nions  were  involved,  he  exprefled  his  dread, 
that  ere  long  the  Vatican  itfelf  would  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  He  added,  that  he  longed 
now  to  be  with  Chrift ;  and,  as  if  he  had  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  prefent  war  from  zeal  for  the  faith, 
and  not  from  ambition  and  refentment,  he  con¬ 
cluded  with  faying,  that  he  would  wait  for  his 
crown  of  martyrdom,  without  difmay. 

He  was  willing,  however,  to  preferve  his 
earthly  crown  as  long  as  poffible ;  and  had  fent 
to  the  duke  of  Guife,  intreating  him  to  haften 
towards  Rome  for  his  defence.  This  general 
was  now  on  his  march  thither ;  full  of  vexation 
and  chagrin  on  account  of  the  inglorious  part 
which  he  had  afled.  He  called  upon  cardinal 
Caraffa  to  fulfil  his  promifes  ;  and  he  employed 
all  his  interefl  to  procure  fupplies  from  the 
court  of  France.  But  the  Pope’s  refources  were 
already  exhaufted ;  and  the  French  monarch 
.  had 
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had  more  than  fufficient  employment  at  home  for 
all  the  troops  which  he  had  referved,  after  pro¬ 
viding  for  his  Italian  expedition. 

Philip  had,  for  the  reafons  above  mentioned, 
entered  into  the  war  with  reluctance ;  but  ha¬ 
ving,  in  the  origin  of  it,  received  the  higheft 
provocation  from  Henry,  as  well  as  from  the 
Pope,  and  knowing  that,  in  the  beginning  of 
his  reign,  the  eyes  of  all  Europe  would  be  fixed 
upon  his  conduCt,  he  had  refolved  to  exert  his 
utmod  vigour,  and  to  attack  Henry  in  that 
quarter  where  he  could  molt  fuccefsfully  annoy 
him. 

With  extraordinary  induftry  and  difpatch, 
he  affembled  a  numerous  army  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Charlemont,  under  the  command 
of  Philibert  Emanuel,  duke  of  Savoy.  And 
Emanuel  cheerfully  undertook  the  charge  com¬ 
mitted  to  him,  as  it  gave  him  at  once  an 
opportunity  of  difplaying  his  great  abilities, 
and  of  taking  vengeance  on  the  French  king, 
by  whom  he  had  been  expelled  from  his  domi¬ 
nions.  Of  the  army  which  was  collected, 
only  a  fmall  part  confided  of  Spaniards ;  the 
greated  part  were  either  Dutch  and  Flemings, 
or  Germans.  In  levying  them,  Philip  was 
much  indebted  to  the  zeal  and  alacrity  with 
which  his  fubjeCts  in  the  Netherlands  efpoufed 
his  caufe.  For  the  States  of  thefe  provinces, 
Vol.  I.  F  not- 
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notwithilanding  the  prejudice  to  their  com¬ 
merce,  which  they  forefaw  muft  arife  from  the 
war,  granted,  with  unufual  liberality,  all  the  fup- 
plies  which  he  demanded.  But  while  in  this 
they  gave  proof  of  their  loyalty,  they  difcovered, 
by  another  part  of  their  conduct,  their  jealoufy 
and  difcontent.  They  referved  in  their  own 
hands  the  adminiftration  of  the  money  which 
they  voted  him ;  and  appointed  commiffioners 
to  apply  it  to  the  payment  of  the  troops.  This 
adtion,  which  proceeded  from  their  jealoufy  of 
the  Spaniards,  made  a  deep  impreffion  on  the 
dark  refentful  mind  of  Philip  ;  it  contributed  to 
alienate  his  affedtions  from  his  Flemifh  fubjedts ; 
and  gave  him  an  inveterate  prejudice  againfl 
that  free  conftitution  of  their  government,  by 
which  they  were  thus  enabled  to  limit  his  au¬ 
thority.  But  he  was  fenfible  how  improper  it 
would  have  been,  in  the  prefent  conjundture,  to 
difcover  his  refentment,  or  to  difpute  their  pri¬ 
vileges.  He  agreed  to  accept  of  their  fup- 
plies,  with  the  condition  annexed  to  the  grant 
of  them  ;  and  proceeded  to  complete  his  prepa- 
Vations. 

Not  fatisfied  with  the  army  which  he  had 
drawn  together  from  Germany  and  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  augmented  by  a  reinforcement  fent  from 
Spain ;  he  refolved,  if  poflible,  to  perfuade  the 
Englifh  to  enter  into  the  war.  With  this  view 

he 
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he  went  over  to  England.  He.  found  the  privy- 
counfellors,  the  Queen  herfelf,  and  the  whole 
body  of  the  people  averfe  to  his  defign.  It  has 
almoft  never  happened,  either  before  or  fince 
that  period,  that  war  with  the  French  was  not 
agreeable  to  the  Engliftr.  During  many  centu¬ 
ries  they  had  been  accuftomed  to  confider  their 
French  neighbours  as  enemies  and  rivals,  with 
whom  they  often  {hewed  an  eagernefs  to  contend, 
*when  it  was  greatly  their  interefl  to  remain  at 
peace.  But  their  enmity  towards  the  French 
yielded  at  this  time  to  their  jealoufy  of  the  Spa¬ 
niards  ;  and  they  entertained  the  mod  irrecon- 
cileable  averfion  to  the  propofed  alliance.  Mary, 
as  juft  now  hinted,  was  not  of  herfelf  inclined  to 
the  war  5  but  notwithftanding  this,  and  the 
cold  indifference  with  which  Philip  had  ever 
treated  her,  {he  was  unable  to  refill  his  foli- 
citationr. 

Her  kinfman  cardinal  Pole,  and  her  other 
counfellors,  reprefented,  that  it  was  a  chief  ar¬ 
ticle  of  her  marriage-treaty,  that  the  alliance 
with  France  fhould  be  preferved  inviolate ; 
that  the  violation  of  it  would  excite  an  univerfal 
alarm  with  regard  to  the  obfervance  of  the 
other  articles  ;  and  that  the  prefent  ftate  of  her 
ftnances  would  render  it  impoffible  for  her,  if 

1 

r  Van  Meteren.  Thuanus,  lib.  xix.  c.  vii,  Camden’s 
Apparatus. 
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fhe  fhould  enter  into  the  war,  to  acquit  herfelf 
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with  honour.  But  Philip  having  faid,  that  if 
he  were  not  gratified  in  his  requefl,  he  would 

M 

leave  England,  and  never  return  to  it ;  Mary 
was  deaf  to  every  argument  that  could  be  em¬ 
ployed  to  diffuade  her  from  her  purpofe  j  and, 
without  farther  hefitation,  ordered  war  to  be  de¬ 
clared  in  the  city  of  Rheims,  with  the  ufual  ce¬ 
remony  ;  on  pretences  which  were  either  en¬ 
tirely  falfe,  or  extremely  frivolous.  As  fhe  knew 
it  would  be  in  vain  to  apply  to  her  parliament  for 
afliftance  in  carrying  on  a  war  fo  difagreeable  to 
the  nation,  fhe  had  recourfe  to  the  oppreflive 
expedient  of  extorting  loans  from  individuals  and 
corporations.  By  this,  and  other  means  of  the 
fame  nature,  fhe  equipped  a  confiderable  fleet, 
and  raifed  an  army  of  eight  thoufand  men ;  of 
which  fire  gave  the  command  to  the  earl  of 
Pembroke. 

When  this  reinforcement  had  joined  the 
duke  of  Savoy,  his  cavalry  amounted  to  twelve 
thoufand,  and  his  infantry  to  between  forty  and 
fifty  thoufand ;  an  army  much  fuperior  to  any 
which  Henry  could  mufler  to  oppofe  it.  This 
inconfiderate  monarch  had  not  expected  that 
Philip  would  have  been  able  to  make  fo  great 
an  effort,  and  law  now  the  folly  of  his  late  en¬ 
gagements  with  the  Pope.  He  was  not  want¬ 
ing,  however,  either  in  prudence  or  activity,  in 
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of  his  kingdom.  He  committed  the  chief  com-  1 - v ^ 

mand  of  the  forces  to  the  Conftable,  whom,  not-  *557‘ 
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withftanding  his  averfenefs  to  the  war,  he  chofe 
to  employ,  as  the  ablefl  of  all  his  generals,  to 
conduct  it ;  and  a  great  number  of  the  principal 
nobility  and  gentry  flocked  to  the  camp,  eager 
to  difplay  that  zeal  and  bravery,  which  the 
French  nation  hath  often  exhibited  in  defence  of 
their  king  and  country. 

The  Conftable  could  not  for  fome  time  con-  Jnhdebfi^eof 
jefture  on  which  fide  the  duke  of  Savoy  in-  St.  Quintin. 
tended  to  turn  his  arms.  His  firft  movements 
were  calculated  to  beget  a  perfuafion,  that  he 
defigned  to  enter  France  by  the  way  of  Cham¬ 
paign  ;  but  no  fooner  had  he  drawn  the  French 
army  to  that  quarter,  than,  changing  his  route, 
he  marched  into  Picardy,  and  laid  fiege  to  St. 

Quintin. 

This  town  muft  quickly  have  furrendered  to  Ausuft* 
fo  great  a  force,  had  it  not  been  defended  by 
the  celebrated  Jafper  de  Coligni,  admiral  of  Admiral 
France,  who  made  on  this  occafion  a  con- 
fpicuous  difplay  of  thofe  extraordinary  talents 
which  rendered  him  afterwards  one  of  the  moft 
illuftrious  perfonages  of  the  age.  Being  go¬ 
vernor  of  the  province  in  which  the  place  lay, 
he  thought  it  his  duty  to  exert  himfelf  to  the 
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utmoft  for  its  prefervation ;  and  he  forced  his 
way  into  it,  through  the  furrounding  army, 
with  a  body  of  troops,  which  he  animated  to  ex- 
pofe  themfelves  to  every  hazard  of  war  in  its 
defence.  Immediately  after  his  arrival,  he 
expelled  the  Spaniards  from  the  fuburbs,  and 
fet  fire  to  the  houfes.  But  he  foon  perceived, 
that,  by  reafon  of  the  neglected  Hate  of  the 
fortifications,  the  garrifon  was  dill  too  weak ; 
and  that,  without  a  reinforcement,  it  would  be 
impofiible  to  hold  out  long  againft  fo  nume¬ 
rous  an  enemy.  Of  this  he  gave  immediate 
intelligence  to  the  Conftable  his  uncle,  and  at 
the  fame  time  informed  him  where  it  would  be 
eafieft  to  introduce  the  fuccour  which  he  re- 
quefted.  The  Conftable,  anxious  for  his  ne¬ 
phew’s  fafety,  and  fenfible  how  neceflary  it  was 
for  the  prefervation  of  the  kingdom  that  the 
.duke  of  Savoy  fliould  be  detained  before  St. 
Ouintin,  appointed  d’Andelot,  the  admiral’s 
brother,  to  the  command  of  a  feledl  body  of 
two  thoufand  foot,  deftined  for  the  relief  of  the 
befieged.  A  perfon  of  the  name  of  Valpergue, 
well  acquainted  with  the  face  of  the  country, 
had  been  fent  by  the  admiral,  to  ferve  as  a 
guide  to  this  reinforcement.  But  whether  he 
miftook  his  way,  or  the  duke  of  Savoy  had  got 
intelligence  of  the  defign,  is  uncertain.  D’An¬ 
delot  found  the.  enemy  prepared  to  receive  him, 
and  was  fo  vigoroufly  attacked,  that  he  efcaped 

with 
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with  difficulty,  after  the  greatefl  part  of  his 
troops  had  been  cut  to  pieces. 

By  this  difafler  the  befieged  were  extremely 
deje&ed,  and  the  Admiral  had  much  occafion 
to  exert  all  his  addrefs  and  eloquence,  to  pre¬ 
vent  them  from  abandoning  themfelves  to  de- 
fpair.  From  a  high  tower  in  the  town  he  could 
view  the  country  round,  and  faw  that  the  place 
was  completely  invefted  on  every  fide  but  one, 
where  there  was  a  marlh  or  lake,  too  deep  in 
fome  places  to  be  paffed  on  foot,  and  in  others 
too  fhallow  to  admit  of  boats.  Through  this 
marfh,  however,  he  hoped  that  his  friends 
might  introduce  a  reinforcement.  Having 
concerted  with  the  Conftable  the  time  and 
manner  of  putting  his  defign  in  execution,  he 
threw  up  the  earth  in  a  part  of  the  marfh,  and. 
reduced  the  water  into  a  canal  large  enough  to 
receive  fome  fmall  boats  which  he  had  pre¬ 
pared.  The  Conftable  then  advanced  toward 
the  lake  with  all  his  forces,  and  gave  d’Andelot 
an  opportunity  of  entering  the  town,  with  be¬ 
tween  four  and  five  hundred  men s.  But,  in 
making  his  approach,  the  Conftable  had  led  his 
army  through  fome  narrow  defiles,  which  he 
muft  repafs  before  he  could  put  his  troops 
in  fafety.  His  mifconduci,  in  thus  expoftng  his 

'  Laboureur  additions,  See.  p.  375. 
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army  to  fo  great  a  rifk  in  fight  of  an  enemy  fo 
much  fuperior,  was  quickly  perceived  by  the 
duke  of  Savoy ;  and  a  council  of  war  was  im¬ 
mediately  called  to  confider  of  the  meafures 
proper  to  be  purfued.  Many  of  the  officers 
thought  that  the  Conflable  ffiould  be  fuffered 
to  retire ;  but  count  Egmont,  general  of  the 
horfe,  whom  Philip  afterwards  ufed  fo  ungrate¬ 
fully,  maintained  with  warmth r,  that  it  was 
practicable  to  attack  him  in  his  retreat  with  the 
higheft  probability  of  fuccefs.  The  duke  of 
Savoy  approved  of  the  plan  of  attack  which  the 
Count  propofed,  and  committed  the  execution 
of  it  to  himfelf.  No  time  was  loft.  Egmont 
advanced  inftantly  at  the  head  of  the  cavalry, 
while  the  Duke  haftened  forward  with  the  in¬ 
fantry  to  fupport  him ;  and  finding  the  enemy 
unprepared  for  their  defence,  he  foon  threw 
them  into  diforder.  The  Conftable  exerted 
himfelf  ftrenuoully  to  retrieve  his  error;  but 
count  Egmont,  feconded  by  the  infantry,  ■with 
the  general  at  their  head,  advanced  with  fuch 
impetuofity,  that  the  Conftable  found  it  im* 
poffible  to  recover  his  troops  from  the  confufion 
into  which  they  had  been  thrown.  Perceiving 
that  the  fortune  of  the  battle  was  irretrievable, 
and  ftung  with  the  confcioufnefs  of  the  impru- 

1  Au&ore,  confuafore,  &  prope  dicam,  perfectore  Egmon* 
denfi.  L.  Guicciardini,  p.  150.  lib.  iii, 
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dence  of  which  he  had  been  guilty,  he  rufhed 
into  the  midft  of  the  enemy,  and  i'eemed  deter¬ 
mined  not  to  furvive  the  reproach  in  which  his 
rafhnefs  had  involved  him.  He  was  dangeroufly 
wounded,  and  would  have  fallen  in  the  field, 
as  he  defired  ;  but,  being  perfonally  known  to 
fome  Flemifh  officers,  he  was  by  them  refcued 
from  the  foldiers  and  taken  prifoner.  His  army 
was  entirely  broken.  Three  thoufand  men  were 
killed  on  the  fpot,  and  four  thoufand  taken  pri- 
foners ;  among  whom,  befides  the  Conflable 
and  his  two  fons,  there  were  many  perfons  of 
diftin&ion,  and  feveral  of  the  firfl  nobility  in 
France.  On  the  fide  of  the  viftors  only  eighty 
men  were  killed  ;  a  certain  proof  that  the  attack 
had  been  condu&ed  with  no  lefs  prudence  than 
intrepidity. 

Philip,  although  a  Have  to  the  luff  of 
power,  yet  unambitious  of  military  glory,  re¬ 
mained  at  Cambray  till  intelligence  was  brought 
him  of  the  victory.  He  then  entered  the  camp 
with  great  pomp,  and  when  the  duke  of  Savoy 
and  count  Egmont  approached  him,  he  received 
them  in  the  moft  gracious  manner,  and  ex- 
preffed  his  gratitude  for  the  important  fervice 
they  had  performed,  with  a  degree  of  fenfibility 
and  joy  which  he  was  feldom  accuflomed  to 
difcoyer His  conduct  on  this  occafion  was 
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in  another  refpect  more  agreeable  to  his  cha¬ 
racter.  In  memory  of  the  battle,  he  vowed  to 
confecrate  a  palace,  a  church,  and  a  monaftery, 
to  St.  Lawrence,  becaufe  it  was  on  the  anni- 
verfary  of  that  Saint  that  he  had  obtained  the 
victory.  He  afterwards  religioufly  fulfilled  his 
vow  by  building  the  Efcurial ;  for  which  he  re¬ 
ferred  immenfe  fums,  notwithftanding  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  in  which,  through  his  expenfive  wars, 
he  was  almoft  continually  involved. 

The  battle  of  St.  Ouintin  might  have  been 
attended  with  the  molt  important  confequences, 
if  Philip  had  complied  with  the  advice  of  fome 
of  his  general  officers,  who  exhorted  him  to 
lead  his  army  without  delay  into  the  heart  of 
France.  But  this  meafure  was  too  bold  to  be 
relifined  by  a  prince  like  Philip,  whofe  caution 
often  bordered  on  timidity.  Ide  gave  orders 
to  proceed  in  the  fiege  of  St.  Ouintin ;  faying, 
that  it  would  be  dangerous  to  leave  fo  ffirong 
a  place  behind  him  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
and  that  every  army  that  ventured  to  pene¬ 
trate  into  a  powerful  kingdom  like  that  of 
France,  ought  firfl  to  fecure  their  retreat.  His 
officers  were  the  more  eafily  reconciled  to  thefe 
orders,  as  they  believed  it  impoffible  for  the 
befieged  to  hold  out  above  a  few  days  longer. 
But  they  were  difappointed  in  their  expectations 
by  the  ikill  and  intrepidity  of  the  Admiral ; 
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who,  in  order  to  fave  his  country,  and  retard 
the  progrefs  of  the  Spanifh  arms,  had  refolved 
to  bury  himfelf  in  the  ruins  of  the  place,  rather 
than  agree  to  a  furrender.  He  infpired  the 
garrifon  with  the  fame  generous  refolution ; 
and,  though  the  fortifications  were  weak  and 
ruinous,  he  withflood  all  the  vigorous  and  fkil- 
ful  efforts  of  the  duke  of  Savoy,  till  the  feven- 
teenth  day  after  the  renewal  of  the  fiege,  when 
the  town  was  affaulted  in  eleven  different  places 
at  one  time,  and  both  the  Admiral  and  his  bro¬ 
ther,  after  a  brave  and  obflinate  defence,  were 
taken  prifoners  on  the  breach.  During  the 
affault,  Philip  fhewed  himfelf  to  his  troops  in 
complete  armour  ;  and  this  was  the  only  time  in 
his  life  in  which  he  was  ever  feen  in  a  military 
drefs.  He  allowed  his  army  to  plunder  the 
town,  as  a  reward  of  their  labours ;  but  gave 
ftridl  orders  to  preferve  the  churches  and  the 
relics  of  the  tutelary  faint. 

In  the  mean  time  Henry’s  miniflers,  who 
had  been  overwhelmed  with  conflernation,  em¬ 
ployed  to  the  befl  advantage  the  leifure  which 
the  Admiral’s  heroic  bravery  afforded  them. 
They  levied  forces  in  every  quarter  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  gathered  together  the  remains  of  the  van- 
•  quifhed  army,  fent  for  the  troops  which  ferved 
in  Piedmont  under  the  marefchal  de  Briffac,  and 
recalled  the  duke  of  Guife.  In  a  few  weeks 
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b  o  6  k  the  whole  eaftern  frontier  was  in  a  pollure  of 
=— v — -j  defence,  and  an  army  collected  in  Picardy 
5557‘  tinder  the  duke  ofNeveres,  able  to  make  head 
againh:  the  enemy.  Philip  then  perceived  that 
he  had  fullered  the  only  opportunity  to  efcape 
Which  he  would  probably  ever  have,  of  pene¬ 
trating  into  France,  and  feizing  the  capital 
unprepared.  He  was  now  under  a  neceffity  of 
being  fatisfied  with  employing  his  troops  in 
enterprifes  of  lefs  fplendour  and  importance $ 
and  the  only  fruit  of  his  victory  at  St.  Quintin 
was,  the  taking  of  the  inconfiderable  towns  of 
Catelet,  Ham,  and  Noyon ;  after  which,  he 
difmilfed  a  great  part  of  his  army,  fent  home 
his  Englifh  forces,  and  retired  himfelf  to 
Brulfels x. 


Peace  con¬ 
cluded  be- 


The  recalling  of  the  duke  of  Guife  from 


P^d  the  rendered  it  necelfary  for  the  Pope,  though 

rope.  exceedingly  reluctant,  to  apply  for  peace ;  to 
which  Philip  readily  confented  upon  much  more 
moderate  terms  than  could  have  been  expedted, 
confidering  that  Paul  was  now  entirely  at  his 
mercy,  and  that  no  enemy  remained  in  Italy 
able  to  withftand  his  power.  The  fame  mo¬ 
tives,  whether  religious  or  political,  that  made 
him  fo  averfe  to  entering  into  this  war  with 


*  Thuanus  fays,  that  the  Englifh  and  Spaniards  quarrelled 
after  the  battle,  and  that  this  was  the  reafon  why  Philip  fo 
haftily  broke  up  his  camp.  Lib.  xlx.  p.  66o. 
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the  Pontiff,  determined  him  to  have  it  brought  book. 

II* 

as  foon  as  poffible  to  a  conclufioru  Almoft  the  v  ^ — 

only  condition  which  he  required  was,  that  Paul 
fhould  obferve  a  ftrift  neutrality  between  France 
and  Spain.  Ail  the  ecclefiaftical  towns  which 
had  been  taken  were  reftored ;  and  orders  fent 
to  the  duke  of  Alva  to  go  to  Rome,  and  fup-r 
plicate  the  Pope’s  forgivenefs,  both  in  his  own 
name  and  that  of  his  mafter,  for  their  crime 
of  invading  the  facred  poffeflions  of  the  church,. 

In  thefe  conditions,  and  in  the  manner  in  which 
they  were  fulfilled,  Paul  appeared  as  if  his 
arms  had  been  victorious  ;  and  Philip,  as  if  he 
had  been  humbled  and  overcome.  Such  was 
the  reverence  which  the  latter  either  felt  in 
reality  for  the  Ploly  See,  or  thought  it  necek 
fary  to  affeft,  in  order  to  promote  his  ambk 
tions  defigns v. 

In  this  manner  did  Philip  put  a  period  to  The  e-Ac 
the  war  with  the  fovereign  Pontiff ;  but  that  turns  frpnj 
with  Henry  ftiil  continued.  This  prince,  com  :'al'v' 
fcious  of  his  incapacity,  and  fenfibie  that  an 
exertion  of  the  higheft  abilities  was  neceffary  in. 
the  prefent  critical  fituation  of  his  affairs,  trank 
ferred  almoft  his  whole  authority  to  the  duke 
of  Guife,  and  created  him  viceroy  of  France^ 
pnder  the  name  of  Lieutenant  General  of  the 

y  fnu^nus,  .Sumraonte,  c.  to 
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kingdom.  The  French  nation  knew  how  much 
the  ambition  of  this  nobleman  had  contributed 
to  involve  them  in  their  prefent  calamities  ;  nor 
were  they  ignorant  how  unfuccefsful  his  at¬ 
tempts  in  Italy  had  been  againft  the  fagacity 
and  Ikill  of  Alva  ;  yet  fo  fplendid  were  his  ac- 
complifhments,  and  to  fo  great  a  height  in  the 
general  elleem  had  his  fpirited  defence  of  Metz 
againft  the  Emperor  exalted  him,  that  his  arri¬ 
val  dilfufed  univerfal  joy,  and  roufed  the  nation 
from  that  defpondency  into  which  it  had  been 
caff  bv  the  late  difafter  at  St.  Ouintin.  He 
quickly  {hewed  that  his  countrymen  were  not 
miftaken  in  the  opinion  which  they  entertained 
of  his  abilities.  The  ordinary  feafon  for  adtion 
was  over,  and  the  enemy  had  gone  into  winter* 
quarters,  when  he  took  the  field  at  the  head 
of  an  army  which  he  had  collected  with  the 
utmoft  fecrecy  and  difpatch.  The  eyes  of  all 
Europe  were  directed  towards  him,  and  Philip 
attended  to  his  motions  with  much  anxiety ; 
never  doubting  that  he  intended  to  fall  either 
upon  St.  Quintin,  or  fome  of  the  frontier  towns 
of  the  Netherlands.  It  foon  appeared  that  he 
meditated  an  attack,  by  which  the  interefts  of 
Philip’s  allies  would  be  more  affedted  than  his 
own,  but  in  the  fuccefs  of  which  France  was 
more  deeply  interefted  than  even  in  the  reco¬ 
very  of  St.  Quintin.  For  more  than  two  hun»» 
dred  years  the  town  of  Calais  had  remained 
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in  the  hands  of  the  Englifli ;  and  as  it  ferved  book 

°  .  ii 

for  a  key  by  which  they  could  at  all  times  open  . 

an  entrance  for  their  armies  into  France,  it  had  ,5s8- 
been  ever  deemed  one  of  their  mod:  valuable 
poifeffions.  The  French  monarchs  were  fully 
fenfible  of  the  dilhonour,  as  well  as  of  the  dan¬ 
ger,  which  attended  the  fuffering  a  rival  na¬ 
tion  to  poiTefs  a  place  of  fo  much  importance 
in  their  dominions.  But  in  thofe  days,  when 
the  art  of  attacking  towns  was  little  known, 

Calais  was  regarded  as  impregnable.  Nor  had 
any  of  the  French  Kings,  even  in  the  height  of 
profperity,  ever  thought  of  laying  fiege  to  it. 

They  were  ignorant  of  the  means  of  taking  it 
by  dorm,  and  they  could  not  reduce  it  by 
blockade;  while  the  Englilh  could  eafdy  fur- 
nifti  it  by  fea  with  frefh  troops,  (lores,  and 
provifions.  But  a  plan  of  attack,  which  had 
never  occurred  to  any  perfon,  was  difcovered 
by  the  fruitful  genius  of  the  Admiral  de  Co- 
ligni,  and  by  him  had  been  fuggefled  to  the 
duke  of  Guife. 

t  .  ,  r 

In  order  to  carry  this  plan  into  execution, 
and  thereby  to  redeem  the  nation  from  what 
had  ever  been  confidered  as  reproachful  and 
ignominious,  Guife  put  his  troops  in  motion 
long  before  the  ufual  feafon  for  action  had  ar¬ 
rived.  He  judged  wifely  in  making  choice  of 
the  rigour  of  winter  for  beginning  his  enter- 
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prife ;  for  befides  that  the  enemy  had  no  army 
in  the  field  at  this  time  to  difcurb  his  operations, 
he  knew  that  the  Queen  of  England  and  her 
mimficers  had,  from  a  principle  of  ill-judged 
oeconomy,  been  accuftomed  to  difmifs  a  great 
part  of  the  garrifon  in  the  end  of  autumn,  and 
to  truft  for  the  fecurity  of  the  place,  to  the 
marfhy  ground  on  the  land-fide,  by  which,  they 
believed,  that,  in  winter,  all  accefs  to  it  would 
be  rendered  impracticable. 

But  the  brifknefs  of  the  duke  of  Guife’s  ap¬ 
proaches  foon  convinced  the  governor,  lord 
Wentworth,  how  little  reafon  there  was  for 
this  imprudent  confidence.  Wentworth  re- 
prefented  to  he  Englifh  miniflry,  the  neceflity 
of  fending  him  an  immediate  reinforcement. 
He  acquainted  them  that  he  had  not  above 
one  fourth  of  the  number  requifite  to  defend 
the  works  ;  and  that,  with  the  prefent  garrifon, 
it  was  impofiible  to  prevent  the  place  from 
falling  quickly  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
Had  Mary’s  minifters  been  ever  fo  defirous  of 
complying  with  his  requeft,  it  would  not  have 
availed  him.  Guife  was  fenfible  that  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  his  enterprife  depended  on  his  conduct¬ 
ing  it  with  expedition.  He  pulhed  forward 
all  the  operations  of  the  fiege  with  extraordi¬ 
nary  vigour,  and  although  it  is  acknowledged 
that  the  governor  and  garrifon  acquitted  them- 

felves 
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felves  with  honour,  yet  he  reduced  them  to  the 
neceffity  of  capitulating  on  the  eighth  day  after 
his  arrival  A  He  then  laid  fiege  to  Guifnes  and 
Ham,  which  he  fubdued  with  great  facility ;  and 
thus,  in  lefs  than  four  weeks,  he  expelled  the 
Englifh  from  all  thofe  pofieflions  on  the  conti¬ 
nent  which  they  had  enjoyed  fince  the  time  of 
Edward  the  Third,  and  in  the  acquifition  of 
which  that  victorious  prince  had,  after  the  battle 
of  Crefly,  employed  a  numerous  army  for  near  a 
twelvemonth. 

The  remaining  part  of  winter  was  fpent  in 
preparing  for  the  next  campaign :  and,  on  the 
part  of  the  French,  preparations  were  carried 
on  ■  with  the  utmofl  diligence,  not  only  in 
France  but  in  Germany,  where  forces  were  le¬ 
vied  to  the  amount  of  four  thoufand  horfe  and 
fourteen  thoufand  foot.  Thefe  troops  the  duke 
of  Guife  received  in  Lorrain ;  and  then  he 
marched  with  his  whole  forces  united,  and  in¬ 
verted  Thionville,  a  city  of  great  importance 
in  the  province  of  Luxemburg.  The  garrifon, 
which  confifted  of  eighteen  hundred  men,  made 
a  vigorous  defence;  but,  as  the  vigilance  of 
Guife  rendered  all  attempts  to  introduce  fup- 
plies  impracticable,  they  were  foon  obliged  to 
capitulate. 

z  Thuanus,  1.  20.  Van  Meteren,  p.  18.  Carte’s  Hifi;. 
of  England. 
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T”:-::iz  the  duke  or  Guife  was  thus  employed 
hr  Luxemburg;  tire  marefchal  de  Thennes,  an 
eld  experienced  commander,  who  had  been  ap¬ 
pointed  governor  or  Calais,  having  collected  an 
urmv  of  ten  thoufand  foot  and  fifteen  hun¬ 
dred  horde,  invaded  Flanders,  took  and  de- 
itroyed  Dunkirk,  together  with  dome  other 
places  of  Deader  note,  and  penetrated  as  far  as 
Newport,  laving  waile  the  countin'  with  fire 
and  fivord.  Philip  lent  count  Egmont,  with 
an  arrnv  fuperior  in  number,  to  oppofe  him. 
On  the  C  ends  approach,  De  Thennes  retired 
haitilv  towards  Gravelines,  intending  to  con- 
iinue  his  march  to  Caiais,  along  the  lhore,  with- 
cut  raking  a  battle.  But  the  impetuofitv  and 
c'-dcur  of  count  Egmont,  who  advanced  towards 
rum  with  great  rapidity,  put  it  out  of  his  power 
to  execute  this  defign.  His  men  too  were 
haded  with  the  fpoil  of  the  ravaged  country, 
which,  whin:  it  retarded  their  march,  contri¬ 
buted  not  a  little  to  accelerate  the  progrefs  of 
the  enemy.  He  had  time,  however,  to  repaid 
the  river  Aa :  but,  finding  it  impoffible  any 
longer  to  avoid  an  engagement,  he  drew'  up 
his  army  advantageoufiy  on  a  plain,  where  the 
enemy  could  not  attack  him  but  in  front,  nor 
avail  themfelves  of  the  fuperioriry  of  their 
number.  He  placed  his  carriages  with  the 
baggage  and  plunder  on  the  fouth,  and  had  the 
La  upon  the  north,  and  the  mouth  of  the  Aa 

behind 
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behind  him.  In  this  pofture  he  waited  For  the 
enemy ;  and,  being  fully  prepared  for  their  re¬ 
ception,  he  made  confiderable  havoc  among 
them  with  his  artillery  as  they  advanced.  This 
ferved  only  to  quicken  the  approach  of  the 
Flemings,  and  to  bring  on  the  fooner  a  clofe 
fight,  in  which  almofl  every  part  of  both  ar* 
mies  was  engaged,  troop  with  troop,  and  man 
with  man.  The  French  were  rendered  defpe- 
rate  by  their  fituation  in  an  enemy’s  country, 
where  they  could  not  efcape  without  conquer* 
ing ;  and  the  Flemings  were  animated,  partly 
by  revenge  for  the  outrages  that  had  been  com¬ 
mitted  by  the  enemy,  and  partly  by  the  defire 
of  recovering  the  fpoil  which  they  had  carried 
off.  The  battle  was  obflinate  and  bloody,  and 
the  ilfue  remained  for  fome  time  doubtful.  It 
would  probably  have  been  fooner  decided,  if 
the  Germans  in.  count  Egmont’s  army  had 
fhewn  an  equal  regard  with  the  Flemings  to 
the  exhortations  and  example  of  their  general, 
who  not  only  ailed  the  part  of  a  prudent  com¬ 
mander,  but  pften  mingled  with  the  forernoft 
combatants,  and  gave  confpicuous  proofs  of 
the  moll  heroic  valour.  The  French,  however, 
ftill  maintained  their  ground,  and  feemed  re- 
fclved  either  on  death  or  victor}- ;  when, 
fortunately  for  count  Egmont,  fome  Englifh 
fhips  of  War,  which  happened  to  be  cruifmg 
upon  the  coaft,  perceiving  the  fmoke,  and 
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conjecturing  the  occasion  of  it,  entered  the 
liver,  and  began  to  difcharge  their  guns  upon 
the  French  armv.  Although  they  did  not  ap¬ 
proach  near  enough  to  do  much  execution,  yet 
fo  unexpected  an  event,  in  the  time  of  battle, 
could  not  fail  to  produce  an  alarm  even  in  the 
molt  relolute,  and  it  threw  the  cavalry  into 
confufion.  Count  Egmont  improved,  with 
great  dexterity,  the  advantage  which  was  thus 
prelented  to  him  ;  and,  pulhing  forward  with  all 
his  force,  he  broke  their  ranks  and  difperfed 
them.  The  infantry,  intimidated,  turned  their 
backs  and  fled.  Near  two  thoufand  veteran 
troops  were  flain  on  the  field  of  battle.  Many 
were  drowned  in  the  river ;  and  fome  were 
killed  by  the  peafants,  in  revenge  for  the  de- 
vaflation  of  their  country.  A  fmall  number 

J 

only  made  their  efcape.  The  marefchal  De 
Thermes,  who  was  grievoufly  wounded,  and 
feveral  other  perfons  of  diftin&ion,  befides  three 
thoufand  common  foldiers,  were  taken  prifoners. 
All  the  artillery  and  baggage  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  victors ;  whofe  lofs  did  not  exceed  four 
hundred  men a. 

Philip  was  now  at  liberty*  to  employ  all  his 
forces  united  againfl:  the  duke  of  Guife.  Ha¬ 
ving  almofl  exhauflred  his  finances  by  the  ex- 

a  Thuanus,  lib.  xx.  Van.  Meteren,  p.  16.  Harseus, 
ton,  ii.  p.  6y&- 
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traordinary  effort  which  he  made  in  the  firit 
campaign,  and  having  found  it  impoffible  to 
draw  any  confiderable  fupplies  from  England,  it 
was  late  in  the  feafon  before  he  could  alfemble 
an  army  of  fufficient  ftrength.  But  after  the  ma- 
refchal  De  Thermes  was  defeated,  and  count 
Egmont’s  victorious  troops  were  combined  with 
thofe  under  the  duke  of  Savoy,  the  armies  of  the 
two  monarchs  were  nearly  a  match  for  one  ano¬ 
ther,  and  confifted,  each  of  them,  of  more  than 
forty  thoufand  men. 

They  came  in  fight  of  each  other  upon  the 
borders  of  Picardy,  where  the  duke  of  Savoy 
pitched  his  camp  near  Dourlens,  and  the  duke  of 
Guife  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pierrepont. 
Both  Kings  difcovered  that  anxiety  which  it 
was  natural  for  them  to  feel  in  their  prefent 
Critical  fituation ;  and  though  they  placed  en¬ 
tire  confidence  in  their  generals,  they  could  not 
be  at  eafe  while  they  remained  at  a  diftance 
from  the  fcene  of  action,  and  therefore  they  re¬ 
paired,  each  of  them, 'to  his  refpeCHve  camp. 
Many  fkirmifhes  happened  with  various  fuc-- 
cefs.  But  it  foon  appeared  that  neither  of  the 
two  monarchs  was  inclined  to  rifk  a  general 
engagement.  The  principal  ftrength  of  both 
armies  confifted  in  their  German  forces,  and 
it  was  apprehended  that,  if  either  of  the  two 
armies  were  defeated,  the  victors  as  well  as  the 
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book,  variquifhed  would  be  expofed  to  the  injuries  and 
— .. — /  infults  of  the  foreign  troops b. 

J558' 

They  wi(h  Besides  this  confederation,  by  which  both 
’  '  1  c’  parties  were  alike  affected,  there  were  other 
motives  peculiar  to  each.  Henry  had,  from 
his  late  misfortunes,  learned  a  degree  of  cau¬ 
tion,  which  nature  had  not  bellowed  on  him. 
He  dreaded  the  event  of  another  battle,  in 
which  he  mull  encounter  the  fame  generals  by 
whom  his  troops  had  been  already  twice  con¬ 
quered  ;  and  confidered  that,  after  his  defeat  at 
St.  Quin  tin,  it  had  been  owing  to  the  remiflhefs 
or  mifconduct  of  the  enemy,  more  than  to 
his  own  llrength,  that  his  capital  had  not  been 
taken,  and  his  kingdom  over-run.  Philip,  on 
the  other  hand,  was,  in  all  military  affairs, 
cautious  to  excefs ;  and  chofe  rather  to  accom- 
pliih  his  deligns  by  political  negociation,  in 
which  he  judged  for  himfelf,  than  by  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  war,  in  which  he  depended  on  the 
abilities  of  others.  Far  from  being  elated 
with  the  fuccefs  which  had  hitherto  accom- 
"panied  his  arms,  he  was  now  as  defirous  of 
peace,  as  he  had  been  before  averfe  to  entering 
into  the  war.  This  is  not  to  be  afcribed  either 
to  his  moderation,  or  his  freedom  from  the  am¬ 
bition  of  extending  his  power  and  territories. 

b  Metcren,  L.  Guicciardini,  lib.  !ii. 

No 


PHILIP  II.  KING  OF  SPAIN 


87 


No  prince  ever  gave  more  convincing  proofs  of 
his  being  a&uated  by  that  ambition  ;  but  having, 
as  was  juft  now  hinted,  found  that  his  moft  vi¬ 
gorous  exertions  had  been  neceffary  to  affemble 
the  forces  which  he  had  brought  into  the  field  ; 
he  dreaded,  that,  in  cafe  his  prefent  army  were 
defeated,  the  difficulty  of  railing  another  would 
be  infurmountable  c.  His  arms,  indeed,  had 
hitherto  been  crowned  with  victory  :  but  none 
of  his  generals  had  entered  the  lifts  on  equal 
terms  with  the  duke  of  Guife  ;  and  he  was  juftly 
apprehenfive  with  regard  to  the  iffue  of  a  battle 
in  which  he  mull  contend  with  a  general  fo 
highly  celebrated  for  his  military  genius,  and 
whofe  enterprifes  had  been  fo  often  accompanied 
with  fuccefs. 
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These  confiderations  derived  additional  force 
from  Philip’s  extreme  impatience  to  return  to 
Spain ;  for  which,  in  preference  to  his  other 
dominions,  he  difcovered,  through  his  whole 
reign,  a  warm  and  partial  affection.  And  his 
defire  of  going  thither  was  increafed  by  ac¬ 
counts  which  he  received  at  this  time,  that  the 
opinions  of  the  Proteftants  had  made  their  way 
into  that  kingdom.  He  dreaded  the  propaga¬ 
tion  of  thefe  opinions,  and  refolved,  as  foon  as- 


c  Cntte  fays,  lie  received  no  lcfs  than  three  millions  of 
gold  during  this  wai,  from  Peru  ;  p.  343. 
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poflible,  to  embrace  this  opportunity  in  his  na¬ 
tive  country,  in  teftifying  his  zeal  for  the  Catho¬ 
lic  faith,  by  fhewing,  that  he  would  treat  thofe 
who  oppofed  it,  without  mercy,  in  whatever  part 
of  his  dominions  they  fhould  be  found. 

Such  were  the  motives  which  made  the  con¬ 
tending  monarchs  fo  defirous  to  put  a  period  to 
the  war.  A  negociation  had  been  begun  for 
this  purpofe  in  the  month  of  Augulf,  by  the 
conftable  Montmorenci,  and  William  the  firft 
prince  of  Orange.  Montmorenci,  who  beheld 
with  much  anxiety  the  exaltation  of  the  family 
of  Guife,  had  borne  his  captivity  with  great 
impatience ;  and,  in  order  to  obtain  his  liberty, 
had  exerted  himfelf  firenuoufly  in  removing 
every  obftacle  to  the  eftablifhment  of  peace. 
He  was  permitted  to  go  to  Paris  on  his  parole, 
to  treat  in  perfon  with  the  King.  A  marriage 
was  concluded  about  that  time  between  his  fon 
and  a  grand-daughter  of  the  duchefs  of  Valenti- 
nois.  And  by  this  event,  joined  to  the  King’s 
habitual  attachment  to  him,  he  recovered  all 
his  wonted  influence ;  and  eafily  perfuaded 
Henry  to  confent  to  fuch  terms  of  accommo¬ 
dation  as  it  was  not  likely  that  Philip  would 
rejeck 

Plenipotentiaries  were  foon  afterwards 
named  by  both  princes,  and  a  congrefs,  for 

dif. 
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difcuffing  their  refpedfive  claims,  appointed 
to  be  held  at  the  Abbey  of  Cercamps,  not 
far  from  the  place  where  the  armies  were 
encamped.  The  duke  of  Alva,  the  prince  of 
Orange,  Ruy  Gomez  de  Sylva,  Granvelle  bifhop 
of  Arras,  and  Vigilius,  prefident  of  the  council 
of  Hate  at  Brulfels,  were  nominated  by  Philip  ; 
and  by  Henry,  the  Conflable  himfelf  was 
named,  the  cardinal  of  Lorrain,  the  marefchal 
of  St.  Andre  Morvilliers  bifhop  of  Orange,  and 
Aubefpine  the  fecreiary  of  Hate.  The  duchefs 
of  Lorrain,  whom  it  highly  imported,  on  ac- ' 
count  of  the  vicinity  of  her  dominions,  that  the 
two  kings  fhould  put  an  end  to  the  wrar,  acted 
with  great  affiduity  the  part  of  mediator  be- 
tween  them. 

The  conferences,  which  were  opened  in  Oc¬ 
tober,  were  foon  afterwards  interrupted  by  the 
death  of  Mary  Queen  of  England,  who  ended 
her  fhort  inglorious  reign  on  the  feventeentn  of 
November  following.  But  Elizabeth  renewed 
the  powers  of  the  Englifh  coinmiflioners,  and 
the  congrefs  was  refumed  in  the  beginning  of 
the  year  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine,  at  Chateau  Cambrefis d. 

In  removing  fo  many  grounds  of  difference 
as  fubfifted  between  Philip  and  Henry,  the 

4  Forbes’s  Full  View,  p.  i. 
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{he  would  not  lay  down  her  arms  unlefs  that 
conqueft  were  reftored.  Philip  thought  himfelf 
bound  in  honour  to  fupport  the  claim  of  Eliza¬ 
beth  ;  fince  it  was  entirely  on  his  account  that 
the  Englifh  nation  had  engaged  in  the  war,  and 
incurred  the  lofs  of  the  place  in  queftion.  In  a 
political  view,  likewife,  he  was  defirous  that 
Calais  fhould  be  reftored.  He  confidered,  that, 
in  fome  future  period,  he  might  derive  advan¬ 
tage,  as  his  father  had  fometimes  done,  from 

O'  7 

that  facility  which  the  poffeffion  of  Calais  gave 
the  Englifh  of  invading  France. 

Bitt  the  zeal  which  Philip  difcovered  on  this 
occafton  in  behalf  of  Elizabeth,  arofe  princi¬ 
pally  from  a  very  different  motive.  By  Mary’s 
death,  his  connexion  with  England  had  lately 
been  diffolved,  and  he  had  formed  the  fcheme 
of  renewing  it,  by  marrying  Elizabeth.  The 

duke 
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plenipotentiaries  encountered  many  difficulties ; 
but  the  zeal  and  activity  of  the  Conftable,  added 
to  the  unlimited  influence  which  he  had  ac¬ 
quired  over  his  mafter,  furmounted  every  ob- 
ftacle,  and  foon  brought  the  treaty,  fo  far  as 
Philip,  Henry,  and  the  duke  of  Savoy  were  con¬ 
cerned,  to  the  defired  conclufion.  Nothing  re¬ 
tarded  the  figning  of  it,  but  the  determined 
obftinacv  of  the  French  commiffioners  in  re- 
fuftng  to  reftore  Calais  to  the  Queen  of  Eng¬ 
land  ;  who,  on  the  other  hand,  declared,  that 
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duke  of  Feria,  his  ambalfador  at  London,  was  book. 
ordered  to  propofe  the  marriage,  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  acquaint  the  Queen,  that  his  maf-  *559- 
ter  would  procure  a  difpenfation  for  it  from  the 
Pope. 

Elizabeth  had  many  motives  to  deter  her 
from  liflening  to  this  propofal.  Philip’s  impe¬ 
rious  temper  would  alone  have  been  a  fufficient 
reafon  for  rejecting  it.  Befides  this,  fhe  knew 
well  what  apprehenfions  her  filler’s  marriage 
had  occafioned  among  the  Englilh,  with  regard 
to  their  liberty  and  independence ;  and  that 
her  own  popularity  was  greatly  owing  to  the 
univerfal  joy  which  their  deliverance  from  thefe 
apprehenfions  had  excited.  She  conlidered 
that  her  marriage  with  Philip  would  be  liable 
to  the  fame  objection  as  that  of  her  father  with 
Catharine  of  Arragon ;  and  that  her  accepting 
of  the  Pope’s  difpenfation  would  be  in  effeit  to 
acknowledge  that  her  mother’s  marriage  was 
unlawful  and  lire  herfelf  illegitimate.  By  doing 
this  Ihe  might  fecure  to  herfelf  the  protection 
of  Spain,  and  thereby  hold  a  precarious  and 
dependent  authority  during  Philip’s  life ;  but 
fhe  would  forfeit  for  ever  the  favour  of  her 
Proteftant  fubjects,  who  alone  were  fincerely 
attached  to  her  perfon  and  government ;  while 
fhe  would  throw  herfelf  on  the  mercy  of  the 
Catholics  ;  who,  confidering  her  as  an  ufurper, 

would, 
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b  09  k  would,  on  the  firft  favourable  opportunity  of 

1I,'. _ ,  afierting  the  title  of  the  Queen  of  Scotland, 

1 5 59-  think  it  their  duty  to  deprive  her  of  her 

crown. 

While,  for  thefe  reafons,  Elizabeth  was 
unalterably  determined  not  to  accept  of  Philip 
for  a  hufband,  die  thought  it  prudent  for  fome 
time  to  conceal  her  intention  ;  and  die  returned 
fuch  an  ambiguous,  but  obliging  anfwer  to  his 
ambafiador,  that  Philip  dattered  himfelf  with 
the  hopes  of  fuccefs,  and  actually  took  fome 
fteps  to  procure  a  difpenfation.  As  long  as 
there  remained  any  foundation  for  thefe  hopes, 
he  appeared  extremely  zealous  for  the  reditu- 
tion  of  Calais.  But  when  Elizabeth,  finding 
herfelf  firmly  edablidied  on  the  throne,  ventured 
to  introduce  certain  alterations  in  religion,  which 
difcovered  her  refolution  to  abolifh  popery  in 
her  dominions,  Philip  conddered  this  part  of 
her  condud  as  a  fufficient  indication  of  her  in¬ 
tentions  with  regard  to  him :  That  zeal  with 
which  he  had  at  firft  eipoufed  her  intereft,  be¬ 
gan  to  abate ;  and  the  Engliih  plenipotentiaries 
dreaded  that,  without  regard  to  the  claim  of 
their  miftrefs,  he  would  not  delay  much  longer 
to  put  the  finiffiing  hand  to  his  treaty  with  the 
king  of  France6. 

Eliza- 

e  I  f  it  is  likewife  true,  that  he  maite  an  offer  to  Elizabeth, 
of  continuing  the  war  til!  the  fbould  recover  what  the  had 

loll. 
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Elizabeth  at  length  perceived  that  it  was 
in  vain  to  hope  for  recovering  Calais  by  treaty ; 

and  as  the  fituation  of  her  alfairs  at  home  ren- 

\ 

dered  it  highly  inexpedient  to  employ  force,  flie 
wifely  refolved  to  give  it  up  on  the  following- 
conditions  :  that  Henry  lhould  relfore  it  before 
the  end  of  eight  years,  or  pay  500,000  crowns ; 
that  foreign  merchants,  not  fubjecfs  of  France, 
lhould  give  fecurity  for  the  money  ;  that  hod:- 
ages  lhould  be  delivered,  till  that  fecurity  were 
procured ;  and  that,  whether  the  money  were 
paid  or  not,  Elizabeth’s  claim  lhould  remam 
valid,  unlefs  within  the  time  fpecified,  fhe  lhould 
commit  hoftilities  againlt  the  fubjeds  of  the 
French  King. 

Towards  his  other  allies,  Philip’s  conduct 
was  perfectly  conformable  to  the  dictates  of 
the  llridteft  honour.  He  procured  the  re- 
llitution  of  Montferrat  to  the  duke  of  Man¬ 
tua  ;  of  Bouillon  to  the  bilhop  of  Liege ; 
of  the  ille  of  Corlica  to  the  Genoefe ;  and  of 
all  the  towns  which  the  French  had  feized  in 


loft,  upon  condition  that  fhe  too  would  engage  to  carry  it  on 
for  a  certain  term  of  years ;  it  would  then  feem,  that  he  gave 
little  rcafon  for  accufinghim,  as  fomc  authors  have  done,  of 
having  adted  ungeneroufly  towards  hisEnglifh  allies.  But 
as  this  circumftance  is  omitted  by  the  principal  hiftorians, 
and  contradicts  what  is  fa  id  of  his  coldnefs  with  regard  to 
the  intereft  of  Elizabeth,  I  have  not  ventured  to  advance 
it  as  an  undoubted  fa£t.  Burnet,  part  ii.  p.  3  £3. 
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Savoy,  Piedmont,  and  Breffe,  to  the  duke  of 
Savoy.  This  peace  was  advantageous  to  him- 
felf,  as  well  as  to  the  princes  in  alliance  with 
him.  He  recovered  Thionville,  Marienburgh, 
Montmedi,  and  all  the  other  places  which  had 
been  taken  by  the  French  generals  during  the 
war,  and  acquired  the  fovereignty  of  the  county 
of  Charoloisfi 

In  return  for  the  many  conceffions  made  by 
Henry,  that  monarch  received  no  other  com- 
penfation  but  St.  Ouintin,  and  the  two  unim¬ 
portant  towns  of  Ham  and  Catelet.  While  his 
people,  therefore,  rejoiced  at  the  conclufion 
of  the  war,  which  had  fometimes  excited  in 
their  minds  the  moft  dreadful  apprehenfions, 
they  complained  bitterly  of  the  inequality  of 
the  terms  of  peace,  and  were  highly  exafperated 
againft  the  Conllable ;  who,  in  order  to  accom- 
plilh  his  private  views,  had  abufed  the  too  eafy 
temper  of  his  mailer,  and  made  a  facrifice  of 
the  interefts  and  the  honour  of  France.  Mont- 
morenci  durlt  not  have  counfelled  Henry  to 
confent  to  fuch  difadvantageous  terms,  had  he 
not  devifed  the  expedient  of  giving  Elizabeth, 
Henry’s  eldell  daughter,  in  marriage  to  Philip, 
and  Margaret  his  filler,  to  the  duke  of  Savoy. 
Thefe  marriages  ferved,  in  fome  meafure,  as  an 
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excufe  for  the  ample  conceffions  made  to  thefe 
two  princes  ;  fmce  honourable  fettleinents  were 
thereby  obtained  for  the  daughter  and  filler  of 
the  King. 

Amidst  that  attention  which  Philip  and 
Henry  bellowed,  in  this  treaty,  on  their  political 
and  civil  interells,  religion  was  not  forgotten. 
They  bound  themfelves  mutually  to  maintain 
the  Catholic  faith  in  their  dominions  ;  and  to 
procure g  the  convocation  of  a  general  council, 
for  fuppreffing  herefy,  and  relloring  tranquillity 
to  the  church. 

It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  Henry  would 
have  fulfilled  this  article  of  the  treaty  with  the 
fame  exadlnefs  which  he  obferved  in  executing 
the  other  articles ;  but  a  hidden  period  was 
put  to  his  life,  in  a  few  months  after  the  peace 
was  figned,  by  an  accident  which  happened  in 
the  time  of  the  rejoicings  celebrated  on  account 
of  his  filler’s  marriage.  Having  entered  the 
lifts  at  a  tournament  with  the  count  of  Mont¬ 
gomery,  captain  of  his  guards,  the  count’s  lance 
broke  on  Henry’s  corflet,  and  a  fplinter  of  it 
having  pierced  his  right  eye,  infli&ed  a  wound, 
of  which  he  died  in  a  few  days,  at  the  age  of 
forty. 

*  Padre  Paolo  Hift.  lib.  v. 

This 
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This  melancholy  event  made  no  alteration 
with  refpedt  to  the  treaty  of  peace.  The  duke 
of  Alva  had  fome  time  before  efpoufed  Eliza¬ 
beth,  in  his  mailer’s  name ;  and  Margaret’s  mar¬ 
riage  with  Emanuel  was  celebrated  privately  in  a 
chapel  of  the  palace. 

T 

The  courtiers  and  the  people  of  France  were 
affedled  varioufly  by  Henry’s  death.  The  Con- 
ftable  loll  thereby  all  the  fruits  of  his  late  in¬ 
trigues,  and  was  foon  afterwards  obliged  to  retire 
from  court,  and  to  refign  that  power,  which  he 
had  fhewn  himfelf  fo  folicitous  to  attain,  into  the 
hands  of  his  enemies. 

The  young  King,  Francis  the  Second,  a 
prince  equally  weak  in  body  and  in  mind,  was 
entirely  governed  by  his  wife,  the  celebrated 
Mary  Oueen  of  Scots  ;  who  was  blindly  devoted 
to  her  uncles,  the  cardinal  of  Lorrain  and  the 
duke  of  Guife.  Thefe  twTo  men  engroffed  al- 
mofl  the  whole  adminiflration  of  the  kingdom  j 
admitting  only  the  Oueen-mother  to  a  fhare  of 
it,  from  their  knowledge  of  her  ambitious,  in¬ 
triguing  fpirit,  and  the  dread  which  they  enter¬ 
tained  of  her  influence,  as  a  mother,  over  the 
feeble  mind  of  Francis.  They  {hewed  no  mo¬ 
deration  in  the  exercife  of  the  power  which 
they  had  ufurped ;  but  feizea  on  every  advan¬ 
tage  for  themfelves,  and  laid  hold  of  every  op¬ 
portunity 
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portunity  to  humble  and  mortify  their  adver- 
faries.  The  princes  of  the  blood,  with  Lewis 
prince  of  Conde  at  their  head,  bore  with  ex¬ 
treme  impatience  the  infignificance  to  which 
they  were  reduced ;  and  refolved  to  embrace 
the  firfl  occafion  that  fhould  offer,  to  vindicate 
their  right  to  that  {hare  in  the  management  of 
affairs,  to  which  they  thought  themfelves  entitled 
by  their  birth,  and  the  ancient  practice  of  the 
realm 

While  the  great  men  in  France  were  thus 
animated  againft  each  other  by  confiderations 
of  a  political  nature,  the  people  were  violently 
agitated,  and  their  minds  inflamed  by  religious 
controverfies.  Under  the  reign  of  Henry,  the 
Calvinifls  had  fuffered  the  moft  cruel  perfe- 
cution ;  yet  they  had  multiplied  exceedingly 
during  that  period  in  every  quarter  of  the  king¬ 
dom.  The  duke  of  Guife  and  the  cardinal  of 
Lorrain  kept  alive  the  flames  of  perfecution 
againft  them,  and  on  all  occafions  appeared  in¬ 
tent  on  their  definition.  This  alone  would 
have  determined  the  prince  of  Conde  and  his 
adherents  to  efpoufe  the  Proteflant  caufe ;  for 
evai  although  we  fhould  not  believe  that  the 
chiefs  in  either  party  were  fincere  in  their  reli- 

1  Davila,  Caftelnau  ab  initio,  &  Additions  aux  Memoires 
de  Caftelnau. 

Vol.  I.  H  gious 
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gious  profeffion,  yet  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  they 
would  have  failed  to  embrace  fo  fpecious  a  pre¬ 
text  as  the  differences  in  religion  afforded  them 
to  palliate  their  conduct.  The  prince  of  Conde 
would  inftantly  have  had  recourfe  to  arms,  if  the 
Admiral,  more  prudent  and  fagacious,  had  not 
prevailed  on  him  to  fufpend  his  refolution  till  a 
more  favourable  juncture ;  but  it  was  impoffible 
that  paffions  fo  violent  as  thofe  by  which  both 
parties  were  impelled,  could  be  kept  long  under 
reftraint ;  and  to  every  perfon  capable  of  re¬ 
flecting  on  what  he  faw  pafling  before  him,  it  was 
apparent  that  the  nation  was  upon  the  eve  of  a 
civil  war. 

F  rance  has  in  no  period  produced  a  more  re¬ 
markable  affemblage  of  great  men  than  in  the 
prefent  and  the  fucceeding  reigns ;  and  had  there 
been  a  prince  upon  the  throne  poffeffed  of  abili¬ 
ties  fufficient  to  controul  their  inordinate  ambi¬ 
tion,  the  French  nation  might  have  much  fooner 
reached  that  degree  of  greatnefs  and  profperity, 
which  it  attained  towards  the  concluflon  of  the 
following  century :  but  this  mighty  kingdom, 
poffeffed  of  every  advantage  which  nature  be- 
ftows,  became  a  fcene  of  devaftation  and  mifery 
for  almoft  forty  years,  through  the  mifapplica- 
tion  of  thofe  very  talents,  which,  if  they  had  been 
properly  employed,  wrould  have  rendered  it 
profperous  -and  happy. 
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Nothing  could  be  more  defirable  to  Philip 
than  this  confufion,  and  the  debility  confequent 
upon  it,  in  that  nation,  from  which  alone  he  had 
reafon  to  expedt  oppofition  to  his  defigns.  It 
left  him  at  liberty  to  purfue  whatever  mea- 
fures  he  fhould  think  proper  for  the  confirma¬ 
tion  and  increafe  of  his  power  in  Spain,  Italy, 
and  the  Netherlands ;  and  it  gave  no  fmall  rea¬ 
fon  to  the  other  European  powers  to  apprehend, 
that  France  itfelf  would  fall  under  the  Spanifh 
yoke. 

In  Italy  the  ftate  of  affairs  was  no  lefs  fa¬ 
vourable  to  Philip’s  views,  than  in  France. 
He  was  now  the  foie  and  undifputed  fovereign  of 
the  dutchy  of  Milan,  and  the  kingdom  of  Na¬ 
ples  and  Sicily.  His  inveterate  enemy,  Paul 
the  Fourth,  was  lately  dead ;  and  Pius  the 
Fourth,  who  was  no  lefs  devoted  to  his  interefl 
than  Paul  had  been  adverfe,  was  raifed  to  tha 
papal  throne.  The  republic  of  Genoa,  the 
dukes  of  Savoy,  Mantua,  Tufcany,  and  Parma, 
were  his  allies,  whom  he  had  bound  to  his  in* 
terefl  by  the  ftrongeft  ties;  the  three  firft,  by 
procuring  for  them  the  reflitution  of  their  domi¬ 
nions  from  the  French  King;  the  fourth,  by 
granting  him  the  inveftiture  of  Sienna  ;  and  the 
laft,  by  ceding  to  him  the  city  of  Placentia  and 
its  territory. 
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Ajter  the  conclufion  of  the  peace,  nothing 
remained  to  render  Philip  uneafv,  either  in  his 
own  dominions,  or  in  the  neighbouring  king¬ 
doms,  but  the  progrefs  which  the  reformers  had 
made,  and  were  itill  making,  in  ahnoft  every 
country  in  Europe.  From  Germany  and  Swit¬ 
zerland,  where  the  Reformation  took  its  rife,  it 
had  fpread  with  the  moft  aftonifliing  rapidity. 
It  had  become  the  eftabliihed  religion,  not  only 
in  feyeral  of  the  considerable  provinces  and  free 
cities  in  Germany  and  the  cantons  in  Switzer¬ 
land,  but  iikewile  in  the  kingdoms  of  England, 
Scotland,  Sweden,  and  Denmark ;  and  in  fome 
of  thofe  Rates  where  the  ancient  religion  ftiil 
maintained  its  ground,  the  Proteftants  were 
srrown  fo  numerous  as  to  be  extremelv  formida- 

O  > 

ble  to  their  opponents. 

From  the  ccnllant  intercourle  which  fubfifls 
between  Germany  and  the  Netherlands,  it  was 
impoilible  but  the  new  opinions  mull  have  been 
earlv  propagated  from  the  former  to  the  latter ; 
and  accordingly,  in  the  month  of  May  1521, 
the  Emperor  Charles  had  publiihed  an  edict,  in 
which  ail  the  penalties  of  high  treafon  were 
pronounced  againft  thofe  who  fhould  be  found 
guiltv  of  holding  any  of  Luther’s  tenets  ;  or  of 
republiihing,  or  vending  any  books  written  by 
him  or  Ills  followers.  In  the  execution  of  this 
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edict,  which  Charles  from  time  to  time  renewed, 
all  the  fury  of  perfecution  was  exercifed  ;  and  it 
is  affirmed  by  feveral  cotemporary  hiftorians,  that 
during  the  reign  of  Charles  fifty  thoufand  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Low  Countries  were  put  to 
death  on  account  of  their  religious  principles. 
Thefe  principles,  however,  far  from  'being  extir¬ 
pated,  were  more  and  more  diffufed  in  the  midfl 
of  thofe  feverities  which  were  employed  to  fup- 
prefs  them. 

Philip  was  not  ignorant  of  the  progrefs  which 
they  had  made ;  and  it  gave  him  the  greater  un- 
eafinefs,  becaufe,  being  exceedingly  defirous  of 
fetting  out  for  Spain,  he  would  be  obliged  to 
commit  the  bufmefs  of  extirpating  herefy  from 
the  Netherlands  to  others,  whom  he  could  not 
fuppofe  poffeffed  of  the  fame  fervent  zeal  againft 
it,  of  which  he  himfelf  was  confcious.  In  order 
to  prevent  as  much  as  poffible  the  inconveniences 
which  might  arife  from  his  abfence,  he  had  gone 
from  his  camp  at  Dourlens  to  Bruffels,  and  had 
been  employed  during  the  winter  feafon  in  fet« 
ding  the  government  of  the  provinces. 
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provinces,  which,  on  account  of  their  book 


fituation,  are  called  the  Netherlands,  were 
long  governed  by  their  refpeftive  princes,  un-  1 559- 
der  the  titles  of  Dukes,  Marquilfes,  or  Counts.  ftate  of  the 
Thefe  princes  were  for  many  years  engaged 
in  perpetual  wars  with  the  neighbouring 
powers,  or  with  one  another;  and,  as  they 
had  frequent  occafions,  during  thefe  wars,  to 
have  recourfe  to  the  people  for  fupplies,  the 
cities,  the  nobles,  and  ecclefiaftics,  acquired,  in 
return,  feveral  rights  and  privileges,  by  which 
the  provinces  partook  more  of  the  nature  of  re¬ 
publics,  than  of  regal  governments.  The  fu- 
preme  authority  was  lodged  in  the  alfembly  of 
the  States,  which  had  the  power  of  meeting  as 
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often  as  the  members  thought  expedient.  And 
without  the  confent  of  that  affembly,  no  war 
could  be  undertaken,  no  taxes  could  be  impofed, 
no  new  laws  enacted,  no  change  made  in  the  cur¬ 
rent  coin,  and  no  foreigners  admitted  into  any 
branch  of  the  adminiftration.  The  fovereignty 
defcended  according  to  the  ordinary  laws  of  he¬ 
reditary  fucceffion ;  but  no  prince  was  allowed  to 
enter  upon  the  exercife  of  it,  till  he  had  fo« 
lemnly  fworn  to  obferve  and  maintain  the  funda¬ 
mental  laws  % 

In  this  fituation  thefe  provinces  remained  for 
feveral  ages ;  till  by  the  failure  of  the  male  line 
in  fome  of  the  reigning  families,  by  intermar¬ 
riages,  and  by  conquefts,  they  fell  under  the  do¬ 
minion  of  the  houfe  of  Burgundy.  After  this 
event  they  Hill  continued  to  enjoy  their  ancient 
privileges,  and  to  be  governed  according  to 
their  old  laws;  with  this  difference  only,  that 
whereas  all  criminal  and  civil  caufes  had  been 
formerly  determined,  in  the  laft  refort,  by  the 
councils  of  the  feveral  provinces,  it  was  efta- 
blifhed,  that  parties  might  appeal  from  thefe  to 
the  tribunal  of  Mechlin  ;  which  was  inftituted 
in  order  to  unite  the  provinces  more  clofely, 
and  to  give  them  more  the  appearance  of  one 
Hate. 

*  Grotius  de  Antiq.  Repub.  Batav.  cap.  5. 
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Under  the  adminiftration  of  the  Burgun¬ 
dian  princes,  and  even  long  before  their  ac- 
ceffion  to  the  fovereignty,  trade  and  manufac¬ 
tures  flourilhed  in  the  Netherlands  more  than 
in  any  other  European  ftate.  No  city  in  thofe 
days,  except  Venice,  polfelfed  fuch  extenfive 
commerce  as  Antwerp.  It  was  the  ftaple,  or 
great  mart  of  all  the  northern  nations.  Bruges 
was  little  inferior.  Arras  was  famous  for  tape- 
ftries,  which  Hill  retain  the  name  of  that  place. 
In  the  city  of  Ghent  there  were  many  thoufand 
artificers  employed  in  the  woollen  manufacture, 
long  before  the  art  was  known  to  the  Englifii, 
from  whom  the  wool  was  purchafed  by  the  in- 
duftrious  Flemings. 

For  this  profperity  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Netherlands  were,  in  a  great  meafure,  in¬ 
debted  to  the  nature  and  fituation  of  their 
country ;  which,  as  it  lies  in  the  centre  of 
Europe,  commanding  the  entrance  and  navi¬ 
gation  of  feveral  of  the  great  rivers  of  Ger¬ 
many,  and  is  almoft  every  where  interfered  by 
thefe  rivers,  or  by  canals  and  branches  of  the 
lea,  is  admirably  fitted  both  for  foreign  and 
domeftic  or  inland  trade.  This  fingular  advan¬ 
tage,  however,  could  not  have  enabled  the 
Flemings  to  leave  the  other  European  nations 
fo  far  behind  them,  if  the  form  of  their  civil  go¬ 
vernment  had  not  been  peculiarly  favourable  to 
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their  exertions.  The  greateft  advantages  which 
nature  affords  for  improvement  in  the  arts  oi 
life,  may  be  rendered  ufelefs  to  the  people  who 
poffefs  them,  by  an  injudicious, '  or  tyrannical 
and  oppreilive  exercife  of  the  civil  powrer.  And 
univerfai  experience  proves,  how  vain  it  is  to 
exp  eft  that  men  will  apply  themfelves  with  vi¬ 
gour  to  commercial  purfuits,  where  their  per- 
fons  are  infecure,  or  where  the  fruits  of  their 
induftry  may  be  feized  by  the  rapacious  hand 
of  a  defpotic  prince.  But  happily  for  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  Low  Countries,  the  fovereigns 
of  the  feverai  provinces  (unable,  perhaps,  from 
the  fmall  extent  of  their  dominions,  to  execute 
any  plan  of  tyranny  againft  the  people)  were, 
at  a  very  early  period,  induced  to  give  their 
confent  and  fanclion  to  the  above-mentioned 
fyftem  of  fundamental  laws  5  by  which,  al¬ 
though  their  prerogative  was  abridged,  yet 
their  powder  and  refources  were  greatly  aug¬ 
mented,  through  that  prosperity  which  their 
moderate  government  had  enabled  then*  fub- 
jects  to  attain. 

The  fovereignty  of  thefe  flourifning  provin¬ 
ces  paffed  from  the  family  of  Burgundy  into 
that  of  Aultria,  by  the  marriage  of  Mary, 
daughter  of  Charles  the  Bold,  and  foie  heirefs 
of  his  dominions,  with  Maximilian,  fon  of  Fre¬ 
deric  the  Third,  emperor  of  Germany.  This 
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marriage  was  fet  on  foot  and  concluded  by  the 
Flemings  themfelves,  who,  agreeably  to  their 
free  maxims  of  government,  affumed  the  di- 
reftion  of  the  conduct  of  their  princes  in  this 
matter,  which  fo  nearly  concerned  their  profpe- 
rity  and  fafety. 

Lewis  the  Eleventh  of  France  had  demanded 
her  for  his  fon  the  dauphin ;  whilft  he  moil 
impolitically  gave  offence  to  the  States,  by 
feizing  upon  Burgundy  and  Picardy  as  fiefs  of 
the  kingdom  of  France.  This  imprudent  flep, 
and  the  death  of  the  bifhop  of  Liege,  uncle 
of  Mary,  and  a  partizan  of  Lewis,  determined 
the  Flemings  in  their  choice.  They  judged 
wifely,  that  their  liberty  would  be  fafer  in  the 
hands  of  Maximilian,  whofe  hereditary  domi¬ 
nions  were  fmall,  and  lay  at  a  diflance  from  them, 
than  in  thofe  of  a  neighbouring  prince  fo  power¬ 
ful  as  Lewis,  who,  in  all  his  conduct,  had  dif- 
covered  fo  much  injuflice  and  rapacity. 

The  Flemings  fhewed  the  fame  laudable 
jealoufy  of  their  privileges  after  Maximilian’s 
marriage  with  their  princefs,  which  had  influ¬ 
enced  them  in  their  choice  of  him  for  her 
hufband.  About  four  years  after  her  marriage, 
Mary  died  of  a  bruife  which  fhe  received  by  a 
fall  from  horfeback,  when  fhe  was  big  with 
child.  Maximilian,  under  the  name  of  tutor 
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to  his  fon  Philip,  affirmed  the  reins  of  govern¬ 
ment.  The  Flemings  confidered  his  conduct 
as  an  encroachment  on  their  rights,  and  refuted 
to  acknowledge  his  authority,  till  the  States  had 
ordained  that  he  fhould  be  admitted  as  gover¬ 
nor,  only  for  a  limited  time,  and  upon  conditions 
which  they  required  he  fhould  take  an  oath 
to  fulfil. 

He  did  not  obferve  thefe  conditions  fo  exact¬ 
ly  as  they  expected.  They  complained  of  his 
conferring  offices  upon  Burgundians  and  Ger¬ 
mans.  They  were  grievouily  offended  with 
him  for  introducing  foreign  troops  into  the 
provinces,  and  apprehended  that  he  had  form¬ 
ed  a  defign  againft  their  liberty.  After  he  was 
elected  king  of  the  Romans,  their  fufpicions 
arofe  to  fo  great  a  height,  that,  upon  his  en¬ 
tering  the  city  of  Bruges  with  a  numerous  train 
of  attendants,  the  inhabitants  ran  to  arms,  fur- 
rounded  him  in  the  market-place,  feized  his 
perfon,  and  confined  him  in  the  caflle,  where 
they  kept  him  prifoner  for  feveral  months. 
The  Pope  and  Emperor  interpofed  in  his  behalf, 
but  could  not  obtain  his  liberty,  till  he  had 
given  fecurity  with  regard  to  the  feveral  particu¬ 
lars  on  account  of  w’hich  they  had  taken  offence. 

Of  the  fame  jealous  attention  to  their  liberty 
the  Flemings  gave  proofs  during  the  admini- 
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that  of  his  grandfon  Charles  V.  they  had  real  v— » 
ground  of  uneafmefs.  Charles  might  have  ,559' 

eafily  fubdued  them,  if  he  had  been  inclined 
to  ufe  his  power  fo  ungeneroufly,  and  his  ar¬ 
bitrary  temper  had  fufficiently  appeared  in  his 
government  of  Spain  and  Germany ;  in  both 
which  countries  he  had  trampled  on  all  thofe 
rights  of  the  people,  which  had  been  long 
efleemed  the  moll  inviolable.  On  feveral  oc- 
cafions  he  had  introduced  foreign  troops  into 
the  Low  Countries ;  and  it  has  been  alferted b, 
that  he  once  deliberated  whether  he  fhould 
employ  them  in  ellablilhing  in  the  provinces  the 
fame  fort  of  arbitrary  government  which  fubfift- 
ed  in  his  Spanilh  and  Italian  dominions. 

But  Charles  was  born  in  the  Netherlands,  His  popu. 
and  had  palled  there  the  pleafantell  of  his  ]a“ty' 
younger  days.  He  loved  the  people,  and  was 
fond  of  their  manners ;  which  refembled  his 
own,  and  were  not  fo  referved  and  {lately  as 
thofe  of  the  Spaniards.  From  tafle  and  early 
attachment  he  kept  them  always  about  his  per- 
fon,  and  had  bellowed  on  them  the  moll  im¬ 
portant  offices  in  his  dominions.  To  his  pre¬ 
ceptor,  Adrian  of  Utrecht,  who,  through  his 
in  ter  ell,  was  afterwards  advanced  to  the  papacy. 


Grotius,  p.  6. 


he 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF 


he  committed  the  government  of  Spain  :  and 
Charles  de  Lanoy,  whom  he  appointed  viceroy 
of  Naples,  was  intruded  with  the  management 
of  his  affairs  in  Italy  for  feveral  years,  with  un¬ 
limited  authority.  In  all  the  wars  which  he 
carried  on  in  Germany,  and  on  the  frontiers  of 
France,  he  placed  a  particular  confidence  in 
his  Flemifh  troops ;  ufed  the  people,  when  he 
refided  among  them,  with  the  moft  courteous 
familiarity,  and  banifhed  from  his  intercourfe 
with  them,  that  form  and  ceremony  which  ren¬ 
ders  it  fo  difficult  for  princes  either  to  know  that 
they  are  beloved,  or  to  ffiow  that  they  deferve  it c. 

The  Flemings  entertained  a  grateful  fenfe 
of  the  kindnefs  with  which  he  treated  them. 
If  we  except  the  infurrection  of  the  people  of 
Ghent,  there  happened  almoft  no  difturbanct 
in  the  Netherlands  during  his  reign.  The 
States  affilled  him  liberally  in  defraying  the 
expence  of  thofe  wars  in  which  he  wras  almoft 
continually  engaged,  and  difcovered,  at  all  times, 
a  warm  attachment  to  his  perfon. 

Charles  v/ould  gladly  have  tranfinitted  to 
his  fon  the  affection  which  he  bore  towards  his 
Flemiffi  fubjefts ;  and  for  this  purpofe  he  had, 
as  above  related,  brought  him  to  Flanders  in 
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his  youth,  in  order  to  reconcile  him  to  the  man¬ 
ners  and  cuftoms  of  the  people.  And  after¬ 
wards,  when  he  himfelf  had  relolved  to  retire 
from  the  world,  and  to  leave  the  government 
of  his  dominions  in  the  hands  of  Philip,  he  ex¬ 
horted  him,  with  much  earneltnefs,  to  cultivate 
the  affections  of  the  Flemings,  and  to  govern 
them  according  to  thofe  laws  to  which  they  had 
been  fo  long  accuftomed,  and  were  fo  llrongly 
attached. 

But  Philip  could  not  enter  into  his  father’s 
views.  He  had  never  made  any  confiderable 
flay  in  the  Netherlands  ;  and  could  not  be  fond 
of  a  people  whofe  manners  were  fo  different  from 
his  own.  In  Spain,  where  he  received  his  edu¬ 
cation,  he  had  been  taught  the  moll  fuperlti- 
tious  reverence  for  the  Ploly  See,  and  had  im¬ 
bibed  the  moll  extravagant  ideas  of  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  regal  authority.  Charles  was  not,  in 
reality,  lefs  fond  of  power ;  but  in  him  ambi¬ 
tion  was,  in  fome  meafure,  tempered  and  cor¬ 
rected  by  his  acquaintance  with  the  world 
whereas,  in  Philip,  it  was  perverted  and  inflamed 
by  the  fentiments  of  an  illiberal,  cruel,  gloomy 
fuperltition. 

The  Flemings  had  long  perceived  and  la¬ 
mented  the  difference  between  the  character  of 
their  late,  and  that  of  their  prefent  fovereign. 
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book  Philip  had  taken  the  ufual  oath,  by  which  he 
- — v~~ w  bound  himfelf  to  maintain  their  privileges  ;  and 
had  made  them  the  llrongeft  profeffions  of  re¬ 
gard  and  affection.  But  they  judged  of  his 
difpofitiqn  towards  them  from  his  conduct,  ra¬ 
ther  than  from  his  oath  or  his  profeffions.  They 
were  not  admitted,  whilff  he  lived  amongft 
them,  to  any  ffare  of  his  trull  and  confidence  ; 
and,  in  violation  of  their  fundamental  laws,  he 
committed  the  adminiftraticn  of  the  moll  im¬ 
portant  branches  of  government  to  the  bilhop 
of  Arras,  a  Burgundian ;  or  to  his  Spanilh  mi- 
nillers,  Ruy  Gomez  de  Sylva,  prince  of  Eboli, 
and  the  dukes  of  Feria  and  Alva  ;  whom  the 
Flemings  confidered  as  enemies  to  their  nation, 
and  llrenuous  abettors  of  that  defpotic  power, 
to  which,  from  the  beginning  of  Philip’s  reign, 
they  had  fufpecled  that  he  afpired. 


Tneedifis 
again  rt  the 
pratcitmts. 


r 

It  was  not  long  before  he  gave  them  con¬ 
vincing  proof  how  well  grounded  their  fears 
were  with  regard  to  his  intentions,  by  the  mea- 
fures  which  he  employed  for  extinguilhing  the 
new  opinions  in  religion.  Thefe  opinions  had 
been,  of  late  diffufed  through  every  corner  of 
the  Netherlands  ;  having  been  imported  thither, 
partly  by  foreign  merchants  who  came  to  refide 
there ;  and  partly  by  the  Swifs  and  German 
troops,  whom  both  Charles  and  Philip  had 
employed  in  their  wars  againll  France;  but 

chiefly 
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thiefly  by  the  Englilh,  French,  and  Germaii 
Proteftants,  who  had  fled  from  the  perfecutions 
which  were  carried  on  againft  them  in  their  na¬ 
tive  countries. 

Charles  had,  as  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
book,  fliewn  the  fame  inclination  to  extirpate  the 
reformed  religion  in  the  Netherlands,  which  he 
had  difovered  in  Germany ;  and  had,  for  this 
purpofe,  publilhed  feveral  edicts  againft  the  Pro¬ 
teftants  ;  many  of  whom  had  fuffered  the  moft 
cruel  death  d. 

Great  numbers  had  begun  to  leave  the  pro¬ 
vinces,  and  to  tranfport  their  families  and  effects 
to  the  neighbouring  ftates.  Charles  was  moved 
with  the  reprefentation  which  he  received  of  this 
event,  from  the  regent  his  After,  the  queen  dow¬ 
ager  of  Hungary  <  He  felt  for  the  calamities  of 
the  people,  and  he  dreaded  the  confequences 
of  depopulating  a  country  from  which  he  had 
often  received  the  molt  effectual  affiftance  and 
fupport. 

But  thefe  cionfiderations  Sad  no  degree  of 
influence  on  Philip.  He  republilhed  the  edicts, 

J  It  is  almolt  incredible  that  the  number  of  thofe  who 
fuffered  could  amount  to  50,000,  yet  this  is  affirmed  by 
feteral  hifforians.  Meteren  calls  the  number  50,000. 
Grotius,"  p.  12.  calls  it  100, coo.  F.  Paul,  lib.  v.  calls  it 
50,000, 

*  Vol,  I.  T  and 
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and  ordered  the  governors  and  magiftrates  to 
carry  them  into  rigorous  execution. 

In  thefe  edicts  it  was  enadted,  that  all  perfons 
who  held  any  erroneous  opinion  ihould  be  de¬ 
prived  of  their  offices,  and  degraded  from 
their  rank.  It  was  ordained,  that  whoever 
ffiould  be  convicted  of  having  taught  hereti¬ 
cal  doctrines,  or  of  having  been  prefent  at  the 
religious  meetings  of  heretics,  ffiould,  if  they 
were  men,  be  put  to  death  by  the  fword  ;  and 
if  women,  be  buried  alive.  Such  were  the  pu- 
niffiments  denounced  even  againft  thofe  who 
repented  of  their  errors  and  forfook  them  ;  while 
all  who  perfifted  in  them  were  condemned  to 
the  flames.  And  even  thofe  who  afforded  ffiek 
ter  to  heretics  in  their  houfes,  or  who  omitted 
to  give  information  againft  them,  were  fub- 
jedted  to  the  fame  penalties  as  heretics  them- 
felves. 


The  Inqui¬ 
sition. 


Philip  was  not  fatisfied  with  publiffiing  and 
executing  thefe  cruel  edicts.  He  likewife  efta- 
bliflied  a  particular  tribunal  for  the  extirpation 
of  herefy,  which,  although  it  was  not  called  by 
the  name  Inquifition,  had  all  the  effentials  of 
that  iniquitous  inftitution.  Perfons  were  com¬ 
mitted  to  prifon  upon  bare  fufpicion,  and  put 
to  the  torture  on  the  flighted  evidence.  The 
accufed  were  not  confronted  with  their  accufers, 

or 
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or  made  acquainted  with  the  crimes  for  which 
they  fuffered.  The  civil  judges  Were  not  allowed 
to  take  any  further  concern  in  profecutions  for 
herefy,  than  to  execute  the  fentences  which  the 
inquifitors  had  pronounced.  The  poffeffions  of 
the  fufferers  were  confifcated ;  and  informers 
were  encouraged,  by  an  aflurance  of  impunity  in 
cafe  they  themfelves  were  guilty*  and  by  the  pro- 
mife  of  rewards c. 

It  is  not  ftirprifing,  that  the  eftablifhment 
of  this  arbitrary  tribunal  fhould  have  occafioned 
difquietude  in  the  Netherlands.  It  had  created 
difturbance  even  in  Spain  and  Italy,  where  the 
people  could  not  boaft  fo  much  as  the  Fle¬ 
mings  of  their  civil  rights ;  and  had  been  fire- 
nuoufly  oppofed  by  many  who  were  fmcerely  at¬ 
tached  to  the  Catholic  religion.  In  the  Fle¬ 
mings  it  excited  the  mo  ft  frightful  apprehen- 
fions.  They  confidered  it  as  utterly  fubverftve 
of  their  liberty.  They  dreaded  the  ruin  of 
their  commerce ;  which  could  not  fubfift  unlefs 
the  foreign  merchants,  many  of  whom  were 
Proteftants,  could  refide  among  them  with 
fafety.  The  new  opinions  had  been  propagated 
throughout  all  the  provinces,  and  men  knew 
not  how  far  the  inquifitors  might  extend  their 
power,  or  how  great  a  number  might  be  found 

c  Grotius,  Annales,  ljb.  i. 
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liable  to  punifhments  that  were  denounced,  not 
only  againft  heretics  themfelves,  but  againft  all 
thofe  who  were  fufpedted  to  befriend  them. 

T o  thefe  caufes  of  difcontent  Philip  added  ano¬ 
ther,  by  increafing  the  number  of  bifhoprics 
from  five  to  feventeen,  the  number  of  the  pro¬ 
vinces.  This  meafure,  which  would  not  at  any 
other  time  have  given  much  offence,  was  in  the 
prefent  juncture  univerfally  difagreeable.  Gran- 
velle,  bifhop  of  Arras,  was  the  chief  advifer  of 
it ;  nor  did  he  and  the  king’s  other  counfellors 
fcruple  to  acknowledge,  that  their  intention  in 
promoting  it,  was  to  have  at  all  times  a  fufficient 
number  of  perfons  in  the  Netherlands,  upon 
whofe  zeal  the  king  could  rely  for  a  vigorous 
execution  of  the  edicts. 

The  new  bifhops  were  therefore  confidered 
as  fo  many  new  inquihtors.  Their  creation 
was  regarded  as  an  incroachment  on  the  pri¬ 
vileges  of  the  provinces,  and  a  violation,  on 
the  part  of  the  king,  of  the  oath  which  he  had 
taken  at  his  acceflion,  to  preferve  the  church 
in  the  condition  in  which  he  found  it.  The 
principal  nobility  were  particularly  averfe  to 
this  innovation,  becaufe  the  number  of  the 
counfellors  of  Hate  was  thereby  greately  aug¬ 
mented,  and  consequently  the  influence  of  the 
ancient  members  of  the  council  was  impaired, 
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and  the  balance  of  power  thrown  into  the  hands 
of  the  clergy ;  who,  they  doubted  not,  would 
on  all  occafions  Ihew  themfelves  ready  to  fup- 
port  the  arbitrary  meafures  of  the  foV'ereign. 
But  no  feci  of  men  exclaimed  fo  loudly  as  the 
Monks  and  Abbots,  whofe  oppofition  was  in¬ 
flamed  by  motives  both  of  ambition  and  interefl. 
For  befldes  that  they  would  be  obliged  to  yield, 
the  precedency  to  the  bilhops,  and  have  much 
lefs  weight  than  hitherto  in  the  aflemblies  of 
the  States,  it  was  out  of  their  revenues  that 
the  new  bilhoprics  were  to  be  endowed. 
They  were  therefore  highly  incenfed.  They 
laboured  to  conned  their  private  interefl;  with 
that  of  the  public ;  and  reprefented  the  new 
eredion  as  no  lefs  pernicious  to  the  country 
in  general,  than  it  was  to  their  order  in  par¬ 
ticular  f. 

Besides  the  grievances  enumerated,  the  Fle¬ 
mings  complained  bitterly,  that  in  the  midfl 
of  peace  the  provinces  were  filled  with  Spanilh 
foldiers.  They  had  ever  efteemed  it  one  of 
their  moft  valuable  privileges,  that,  according 
to  their  fundamental  laws,  no  foreign  troops' 
could  be  brought  into  the  Netherlands.  Charles 
indeed  had  often  introduced  them  in  the  courfe 
of  his  wars  with  France,  and  with  the  Protef- 
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tar  ts  in  Germany.  But  the  Fleming’s  had  been 
dazzled  with  the  glory  which  generally  attended 
that  monarch's  arms,  and  had  not  entertained 
the  fame  jealouiy  of  his  intentions  2s  of  thofe  of 
Philip  ;  who.  they  could  not  help  thinking,  had 
formed  a  delign  to  reduce  them  under  a  defpotic 
government ;  and  had,  with  this  view,  deferred 
fo  long  the  difmiffion  of  his  Spanhh  troops. 
Their  difcontent  was  greatly  increafed  bv  the 
infoleut  and  rapacious  behaviour  of  thefe  troops  ; 
which  in  Zealand  was  fo  intolerable,  that  the 
people  actually  refilled  to  work  at  their  dvkes, 
faying,  that  they  chafe  rather  to  be  fwal- 
Iowed  up  bv  the  ocean,  than  to  remain  a 
prey  to  the  cruelty  and  avarice  of  the  Spanilh 
foldiers E. 


Such  was  the  ftate  of  affairs,  and  fuch  the 
temper  of  the  people,  when  Philip,  intending  to 
fet  out  for  Spain,  was  deliberating  concerning  a 
proper  perfon  to  whom  he  might  commit  the 
government  of  the  Netherlands. 


The  cut-  Hz  hefitated  for  fome  time  between  Chriftina 
Panna^ap-  the  dutchefs  cf  Lorrain,  his  ccmin,  and  Mar- 
TiT3  re*  garet  dutchefs  of  Parma,  a  natural  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  Emperor.  The  former  had  dif- 

:  Thefe  foldiers  ~ere  not  removed  till  the  year  follovnug, 
when  Philip  had  occadon  for  them  chew  he  re.  ReidaEus, 
o.  j .  Meoifii  AuiiacuSj  near  the  beginning. 
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tinguifhed  herfelf  by  her  prudent  condudt  in  the 
government  of  Lorrain  after  her  hufband’s  death, 
and  had  lately  acquired  confiderable  reputation 
by  her  negociations  in  the  treaty  of  peace  at  Cha- 
teau-Cambrefis.  From  the  vicinity  of  Lorrain 
to  the  Low  Countries,  the  Flemings  were  well 
acquainted  with  her  character ;  and,  as  they  had 
groaned  under  the  burden  of  the  French  war,  and 
had  now  begun  to  tafte,  with  gratitude,  the  fruits 
of  that  peace  which  Chriftina’s  wifdom  had  con¬ 
tributed  to  procure  for  them,  they  were  exceed¬ 
ingly  defirous  that  the  government  of  the  pro¬ 
vinces  fhould  be  left  in  her  hands.  But  Philip 
had  good  reafon  for  the  preference  which  he 
gave  to  the  dutchefs  of  Parma.  The  dukes  of 
Lorrain  were,  from  their  fituation,  in  fome  mea- 
fure  dependent  upon  the  crown  of  France ; 
whereas  the  dutchy  of  Parma  was  furrounded 
with  Philip’s  Italian  dominions  j  and  the  duke 
and  dutchefs  were  willing  to  fend  their  fon,  the 
celebrated  Alexander  Farnefe  prince  of  Parma, 
to  the  court  of  Spain  ;  on  pretence  of  being  edu¬ 
cated  there,  but,  in  truth,  as  a  pledge  of  that  im¬ 
plicit  obedience  which  the  dutchefs  engaged  to 
yield  to  the  king’s  injunctions  in  her  government 
of  the  provinces h. 

As  Philip  did  not  intend  to  return  foon  to 
the  Netherlands,  he  thought  proper,  before 
his  departure,  to  fummon  a  convention  of  the 

h  Bentivoglio. 
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B  ni°  K  States  >  which  was  accordingly  held  in  Ghent. 

u- — _  He  was  prefent  himfelf,  accompanied  by  the  new 

*559.  regent,  at  the  firft  opening  of  that  affembly ;  but 
as  he  could  not  fpeak  the  language  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  he  employed  the  bilhop  of  Arras  to  addrefs 
the  deputies  in  his  name. 


The  bifiiop 
of  Arras’s 
fpeech  to 
$he  States. 


The  bifhop  began  his  fpeech  with  inform¬ 
ing  them  of  the  king’s  refolution  of  going  to 
Spain,  and  the  reafons  which  rendered  his 
journey  thither  neceffary,  He  expatiated  on 
the  affedtion  which  Philip  bore  towards  his. 
Flemifh  fubjects ;  to  whom  his  family  had 
been  fo  much  indebted  for  that  afcendant  and 
influence,  which  had  given  them  poffefiion  of 
fuch  extenfive  territories.  Plis  affairs  in  Spain, 
he  hoped,  would  not  detain  him  long ;  but, 
in  cafe  they  fhouid,  he  promifed  to  fend  his 
fon  to  refide  in  the  Netherlands.  In  the  mean 
time  he  earneftly  exhorted  the  States  to  ftudy 
to  preferve  the  public  peace ;  and  to  this  end 
he  thought  that  nothing  could  conduce  fo 
much,  as  the  extirpation  of  herefy,  which, 
■vyhilft  it  fet  men  at  variance  with  God,  put 
arms  into  their  hands  againfl  their  civil  fove- 
reign,  They  ought  therefore  zealoufly  to 
maintain  the  purity  of  their  ancient  faith,  and 
for  this  purpofe,  to  execute  with  vigour  the 
feveral  edidts  publifhed  for  the  fuppreflion  of 
herefy.  In  this,  and  every  other  meafure,  ha- 
hoped  that  they  would  concur  cheerfully  with 
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the  dutchefs  of  Parma,  whom  he  had  appointed 
regent  in  his  abfence.  He  would  leave  the 
Netherlands,  impreffed  with  the  deep  aft  fenfe 
of  that  fidelity  and  affedtion  which  his  fubjedts 
there  had  ever  fhewn  him  ;  and  would,  as  foon 
as  poflible,  remove  the  foreign  troops,  and  de¬ 
liver  the  people  from  every  other  burden  which 
the  exigency  of  his  affairs  had  made  it  neceffary 
to  impofek. 

The  anfwer  of  the  States  to  this  fpeech  con¬ 
tained  the  warmefl  fentiments  of  affection  and 
loyalty.  But,  before  the  convention  was  dif- 
folved,  Philip  perceived  that  the  deputies  were 
far  from  being  fatisfied  with  every  part  of  his 
adminiftration.  They  had  expedted  that  the 
troops  would  have  been  immediately  tranfported 
to  Spain,  and  could  not  difcover  any  reafon 
for  keeping  them  longer  in  the  Low  Countries, 
but  fuch  as  filled  their  minds  with  terror. 
Their  fufpicion  that  the  Inquifition  was  about 
to  be  eftablifhed  in  the  Netherlands,  excited 
the  moft  difquieting  apprehenfions.  There 
were  fome  of  the  deputies,  who  fcrupled  not 
openly  to  remonftrate,  That  thfe  Low  Coun¬ 
tries  had  never  been  accuftomed  to  an  inftitu- 
tion  of  fo  much  rigour  and  feverity :  That  the 
people  trembled  at  the  very  name  of  the  Inqui. 

*  EentlvogUo,  p.  9. 
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B  ni°  K  ^^on3  and  would  fly  to  the  remote!!  corners  of 
— v- — >  the  earth  rather  than  fubmit  to  it :  That  it  was 
1SS9'  not  by  fire  and  fword,  but  by  the  gentled  and 
fofted  remedies,  that  the  evil  complained  of 
mud  be  cured :  That  as  each  individual  had  a 
habit  or  conflitution  of  body  peculiar  to  himfelf, 
fo  every  nation  had  a  peculiar  temperament 
or  chara&er :  That  what  might  be  fuitable 
to  Spain  or  Italy,  would  be  extremely  unfit 
for  the  Netherlands ;  and  that,  in  general,  the 
nations  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  the  world  could 
live  happily  under  a  degree  of  redraint  which 
would  render  the  northern  nations  extremely 
miferable h 


Philip  re- 
fufesto  gra. 
tify  them. 


These  and  fuch  other  reprefentations  were 
addrefled  to  the  King  himfelf  by  fome  of  the 
deputies,  who  endeavoured  to  perfuade  him  to 
annul,  or  at  lead  to  moderate,  the  edicts.  But 
on  this  head  Philip  was  inexorable.  And  when 
one  of  his  miniders  reprefented,  that,  by  perfid- 
ing  in  the  execution  of  thefe  edicts,  he  might 
kindle  the  feeds  of  rebellion,  and  thereby  lofe 
the  fovereignty  of  the  provinces ;  he  replied, 
“  That  he  had  much  rather  be  no  King  at  all, 
than  have  heretics  for  his  fubjectsV’ 


1  Beniivoglio,  lib.  i. 

m  Cliegli  voleva  piu'  tofto  reftar  fenza  regni,  che  poffe- 
dtrgli  con  licrefia.  Bentivoglio,  p.  10. 
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His  religion,  which  was  of  all  fuperftitions 
the  moft  intolerant ;  his  temper  of  mind,  which 
was  naturally  haughty  and  fevere;  his  pride, 
which  would  have  been  wounded  by  yielding 
to  what  he  had  repeatedly  declared  he  would 
never  yield;  his  engagements  with  the  Pope, 
and  an  oath  which  he  had  taken  to  devote  his 
reign  to  the  defence  of  the  Popifh  faith  and  the 
extirpation  of  herefy  ;  above  all,  his  thirft  for 
defpotic  power,  with  which  he  confidered  the 
liberties  claimed  in  religious  matters  by  the 
Proteftants  as  utterly  incompatible;  all  thefe 
caufes  united,  rendered  him  deaf  to  the  remon- 
ftrances  which  were  made  to  him,  and  fixed 
him  unalterably  in  his  refolution  to  execute  the 
edi£ts  with  the  utmoft  rigour.  He  {hewed 
jbimfelf  equally  inflexible  with  regard  to  the 
new  bilhoprics;  nor  would  he  confent  at  this 
time  to  withdraw  the  Spanifh  foldiers.  In  or¬ 
der,  however,  to  leflen  the  odium  arifing  from 
his  refufal,  he  offered  the  command  of  thefe 
troops  to  the  prince  of  Orange  and  count  £g- 
mont,  the  two  ablefl:  and  moft  popular  noble¬ 
men  in  the  Netherlands $  the  former  of  whom 
he  had  appointed  governor  of  Holland,  Zea¬ 
land,  and  Utrecht ;  and  the  latter  of  Artois 
and  Flanders.  Both  of  them  declined  accept¬ 
ing  of  the  offer  which  was  made  to  them,  and 
had  the  courage  to  declare,  that  they  confidered 
the  continuance  of  the  troops  in  the  Low 
i  Countries, 
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b  oo  k  Countries,  after  peace  had  been  eftablifhed  with 
— — France,  as  a  violation  of  the  fundamental  laws 
15591  of  the  conftitution. 


Count  Eg.  Count  Eermont,  defcended  from  the  dukes 

mont,  0 

of  Guelderland,  and  one  of  the  moft  accom- 
plilhed  noblemen  in  the  Netherlands,  having 
lately  gained  immortal  honour  by  the  victories 
of  St.  Ouintin  and  Gravelines,  had  juft  ground 
to  expect  the  higheft  rewards  in  the  power  of 
Philip  to  bellow. 

waiiam1.  The  prince  of  Orange,  fo  well  known  in 

prince  of  1  0  \ 

orange.  hiftory  by  the  name  of  William  the  Firft,_was 
the  reprefentative  of  the  ancient  and  illuftrious 
family  of  Naffau  in  Germany.  From  his  an- 
ceftors,  one  of  whom  had  been  Emperor  of 
Germany,  he  inherited  fever al  rich  poffeffions 
in  the  Netherlands ;  and  he  had  fucceeded  to 
the  principality  of  Orange  by  the  will  of  Rene 
Naffau  and  Chalons,  his  coufm-german,  in  the 
year  1544.  From  that  time  the  late  Emperor 
had  kept  him  perpetually  about  his  perfon, 
and  had  early  difeovered  in  him  all  thofe 
extraordinary  talents  which  rendered  him  after¬ 
wards  one  of  the  moft  illuftrious  perfonages  of 
the  age.  Both  he  and  count  Egmont  had 
afpired  to  the  regency ;  and  their  declining  to 
accept  of  the  command  of  the  Spanilh  troops 
was,  by  fome,  aferibed  to  the  chagrin  occa- 

fioned 
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fioned  by  their  difappointment n.  The  prince 
of  Orange,  after  dropping  his  own  pretenfions, 
had  exprelfed  his  defire  to  have  the  regency 
bellowed  on  the  dutchy  of  Lorrain ;  and  this 
difcovery  of  William’s  inclination  is  faid  to 
have  been  a  principal  motive  with  Philip, 
and  his  Spanilh  counfellors,  for  conferring  it 
on  the  dutchefs  of  Parma.  Nor  were  they  fa- 
tisfied  with  thwarting  him  in  this.  He  had 
begun  and  made  fome  progrefs  in  a  treaty  of 
marriage  with  one  of  the  princeffes  of  Lorrain. 
In  this  meafure  likewife  they  oppofed  him, 
from  an  apprehenfion,  it  was  pretended,  that 
fo  clofe  a  connexion  with  a  family  of  fo  great 
influence,  and  whofe  territories  lay  fo  near  the 
Netherlands,  would  give  him  an  acceffion  of 
power  that  might  be  dangerous  in  the  hands 
of  a  perfon  whofe  loyalty  there  was  reafon  to 
fufpect. 
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It  does -not  however  appear,  that,  before  the  Caufesof 
alfembly  of  the  States,  Philip  had  any  juft  ground  alienation 
for  his  fufpicions  of  William’s  conduct ;  and  fi0m  iura‘ 
there  is-  only  one  circumftance  recorded  to  which. 
they  can  be  aferibed.  The  prince,  having  been 
fent  to  France  as  an  hoflage  for  the  execution 
of  fome  articles  of  the  peace  of  Chateau- 
Cambrefis,  had,  during  his  refidence  there,,  dif- 
covered  a  fcheme  formed  by  the  French  and  the 
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Spanifh  monarchs  for  the  extirpation  of  the  Pro- 
teftants.  This  fcheme  he  had  communicated 
to  fuch  of  his  friends  in  the  Netherlands  as  had 
embraced  the  reformed  religion,  and  from  that 
time  the  King  ceafed  to  treat  him  with  his 
wonted  confidence 

But  we  find  a  ftill  more  fatisfa&ory  account 
of  Philip’s  alienation  from  the  Prince,  in  the 
jealoufy  of  Granvelle  and  the  Spanilh  minifters. 
From  his  early  youth  William  had  been  con- 
fidered  as  a  principal  favourite  of  the  late 
Emperor,  who  had  on  all  occafions  diftinguifhed 
him  with  peculiar  marks  of  his  efteem.  Charles 
ufed  to  communicate  to  him  his  molt  fecret 
counfels,  and  had  been  heard  to  declare,  that 
the  Prince,  though  fcarcely  arrived  at  the  years 
of  manhood,  had  often  fugged: ed  expedients  to 
him  that  were  of  great  advantage  to  his  affairs. 
William  was  in  the  twenty-third  year  of  his 
age  when  Charles  refigned  his  dominions,  yet 
he  had  already  received  feveral  public  proofs 
of  the  Emperor’s  attachment.  Not  to  mention 
his  making  choice  of  him  to  fupport  him  in 
that  auguft  affembly  in  wrhich  he  refigned  his 
dominions,  or  his  bellow'ing  on  him,  in  pre¬ 
ference  to  his  other  courtiers,  the  honour  of 
carrying  the  Imperial  crown  to  his  brother  Fer¬ 
dinand;  he  had  appointed  him  commander  in 

®  Bentivogl'o,  p.  6.  Thuanus,  tora.  i.  lih.  xxn.  ftft.  io. 
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chief  of  his  army,  in  the  abfence  of  the  duke 
of  Savoy,  when  the  Prince  was  only  two  and 
twenty  years  old.  Againft  this  meafure  all  his 
counfellors  had  remonftrated,  and  had  repre- 
fented  to  him  the  fuperior  chara&er  of  the 
French  generals,  the  duke  de  Nevers,  and  the 
admiral  de  Coligni.  But  Charles  adhered  to 
his  choice,  and  had  no  reafon  afterwards  to  re- 
pent  of  it.  William  not  only  faved  the  troops 
while  they  were  under  his  command  from  fuf- 
taining  any  misfortune  or  calamity,  but  forti¬ 
fied  Charlemont  and  Philipville,  and  thereby 
fecured  the  frontier  of  the  Netherlands,  in  fpite 
of  the  moll  vigorous  efforts  which  the  enemy 
could  make  to  prevent  him.  This  uncommon 
degree  of  attachment  that  was  (hewn  him  by 
the  father,  was  the  real  caufe  of  the  coldnefs 
with  which  he  was  treated  by  the  fon.  Gran- 
velle  and  the  Spanifh  miniflers  were  envious  of 
his  rifing  greatnefs,  and  took  every  opportunity 
to  infpire  Philip  with  fufpicions  of  his  defigns, 
and  an  averfion  to  his  character.  Philip  was 
confirmed  in  his  fufpicions  by  William’s  re- 
fufing  to  accept  of  the  command  of  the  troops ; 
and  faw  that  neither  he,  nor  count  Egmont,  who 
likewife  declined  accepting  it,  were  perfons  on 
whom  he  could  depend  for  executing  the  plan 
which  he  had  formed  for  eftablifhing  defpotifm 
in  the  provinces. 

He 
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He  left  them,  however,  in  poffeffion  of  tfie’ 
feverai  governments  to  which  they  had  beeii 
appointed,  and  ftill  allowed  them  to  hold  their 
places  as  formerly  in  the  council  of  State.  Their 
merit,  he  was  fenfible,  intitled  them  to  all  the 
honours  and  offices  which  they  enjoyed.  He 
knew  how  extenfive  their  influence  was  anlong 
the  people  5  and  he  was  confcious  they  had  been 
guilty  of  nothing  that  could  juflify  him  for  re¬ 
moving  them  from  their  employments ;  fince, 
even  when  their  conduct  had  offended  him  the 
moft,  they  had  only  exercifed  thofe  rights* 
which,  by  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  country* 
belonged  to  every  inhabitant  of  the  Nether¬ 
lands. 

But  although  Philip  did  not  think  proper  to 
difmifs  them  from,  his  fervice,  he  refolved  that 
they  fhould  not  have  power  to  fruftrate  his  in¬ 
tentions.  And  for  this  purpofe  he  left,  for 
principal  counfellor  to  the  regent,  the  bifhop  of 
Arras,  whofe  views  were  entirely  co-incident 
with  his  own,  anti  in  whom,  therefore,  the 
dutchefs  of  Parma  was  defired  to  repofe  unlimited 
confidence. 

Anthony  Perenot,  bifhop  of  Arras,  fo  well 
known  in  the  hiftory  of  the  Netherlands  by 
the  name  of  cardinal  Granvelle,  was  fon  to  the 
celebrated  chancellor  of  that  name,  whom  the 

late 
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late  emperor  had  for  many  years  intruded  with 
the  management  of  his  mod  important  affairs. 
Anthony,  having  been  early  initiated  into  bufi- 
nefs,  had  been  employed  by  the  Emperor  for  fe- 
veral  years  in  the  niced  political  negociations, 
and  in  fome  of  the  highed  departments  of  the 
date.  He  was  a  perfon  of  extraordinary  abili¬ 
ties,  and  particularly  didinguifhed  for  his  eloj 
quence,  his  a&ivity,  his  indudry,  and  addrefs. 
Yet  he  was  extremely  odious  to  the  people  whom 
he  was  left  to  govern,  who  coniidered  him  as  the 
principal  author  of  all  their  grievances.  In  the 
court  of  Charles,  and  afterwards  in  that  of  Phi¬ 
lip,  he  had  acquired  habits  and  principles  not 
unfuitable,  perhaps,  to  the  minider  of  a  defpotic 
prince,  but  which  rendered  him  exceedingly  un¬ 
fit  for  the  government  of  the  Low  Countries, 
where  the  power  of  the  fovereign  was  fo  much 
limited  by  the  laws.  He  was  naturally  choleric 
and  haughty,  vain,  and  odentatious  of  his  credit 
with  the  king  ;  and,  by  an  imperious  and  in¬ 
tended  behaviour,  had  difguded  many  of  his 
friends,  and  inflamed  the  refentment  of  his  ene¬ 
mies.  He  was  particularly  obnoxious  to  the 
principal  nobility ;  and,  in  the  courfe  of  his  mi¬ 
nidry,  had  been  indrumental  in  difappointing 
many  of  them  in  their  mod  favourite  views  of 
ambition  and  filtered IJ. 
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In  the  hands  of  a  perfon  fo  univerfally  dif- 
liked,  it  could  not  reafonably  be  expe&ed  that 
the  government  would  proceed  fmoothly.  While 
Philip  himfelf  was  prefent,  the  difcontented  no¬ 
bles  were  overawed.  But  no  fooner  was  that  re- 
ftraint  removed  which  the  king’s  prefence  im- 
pofed  upon  them,  than  their  ill-humour  broke 
out,  with  a  degree  of  violence  that  drew  after  it 
the  mod  ferious  and  important  confequences. 
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PHILIP  fet  fail  from  the  Netherlands 
with  a  fleet  of  near  feventy  fhips,  on  the 
20th  of  Auguft,  and  arrived  at  Loredo,  in  the 
province  of  Bifcay,  on  the  29th.  He  reached 
the  port  in  fafety,  but  no  fooner  had  he  landed, 
than  a  dreadful  ftorm  arofe,  in  which  a  part  of 
his  fleet  was  fhipwrecked  ;  above  a  thoufand 
men  perilhed,  and  a  great  number  of  capital 
paintings,  ftatues,  and  other  curious  works  of 
art,  were  loft,  which  Charles  had  been  employed 
during  forty  years  in  colledting,  in  Germany, 
Italy,  and  Flanders. 

Philip,  animated  by  a  fpirit  fimilar  to  that 
which  prompted  him,  after  the  victory  of  St. 
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rence,  thought  he  could  not,  on  this  occafion, 
1 559  exprefs  his  gratitude  for  his  prefervation,  in  a 
manner  more  acceptable  to„  the  Deity,  than  by 
declaring  his  refelution  to  dedicate  his  life  to  the 
defence  of  the  Catholic  faith,  and  the  extirpation 
of  herefy  \ 

Thyoy  of  As  the  Spaniards  had  not  for  many  years  en- 
niardson  joyed  the  prefence-  of  their  fovereign,  his  arrival 
fior.  diffufed  univerfal  joy  throughout  the  kingdom. 

His  adminiftration  before  his  marriage  with  the 
queen  of  England  had  procured  him  the  general 
eileem,  and  he  w^as  now  more  refpected  than 
ever,  on  account  of  the  fignal  fuccefs  with 
which  his  arms  had  been  attended  in  his  wars 
with  France,  and  the  moderation  and  equity 
which  he  had  difplayed  in  the  peace  of  Chateau- 
Cambrefis. 

Phitp’s  at.  The  proofs  of  affection  which  he  received  at 

tachmentto  1 

Spain.  this  time  from  his  Spanifh  fubje&s,  were  the 
ftronger,  becaufe,  although  Philip  feldom  fuf- 
fered  either  joy  or  forrow  to  appear  in  his  looks, 
his  difcourfe,  or  behaviour,  it  was  well  known 
how  much  he  was  attached  to  his  native  coun¬ 
try,  more  than  to  any  of  his  other  dominions ; 
and  it  was  generally  believed,  that  he  intended  to 


*  Father  Paul,  lib.  v.  p.  417. 


fix 


PHILIP  II.  KING  OF  SPAIN. 


•  fix  in  it  his  perpetual  refidence.  His  manners 
were  fuited  only  to  thofe  of  his  Spanifh  fub- 
jefts ;  he  could  not,  as  has  been  already  men¬ 
tioned,  fpeak  with  facility  any  other  language 
but  theirs,  and  he  pofieffed  n£>t  that  courage 
and  enterprife  by  which  the  late  Emperoi  had 
been  determined  to  undertake  fo  many  voyages 
and  journeys  to  the  different  {fates  which  were 
fubjecL  to  his  dominion.  The  Low  Countries 
had  not,  in  the  eyes  of  Philip,  thofe  charms 
by  which  Charles  had  been  fo  powerfully  at¬ 
tracted ;  and  were  particularly  difagreeable  to 
him,  on  account  of  the  reftrictions  which  their 
free  eonftitution  of  government  impoLd  on  his 
authority. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Charles, 
Spain  was  one  of  the  freed  {fates  in  F.urope  ; 
but  as  the  nobles  were  humbled,  and  their 
power  abridged,  during  the  arbitrary  but  vi¬ 
gorous  adminiftration  of  cardinal  Ximenes  $  fo 
the  ill-concerted  and  unfuccefsful  attempt  which 
the  commons  of  Caftile  made  fame  years  after¬ 
wards,  to  affert  their  rights,  feryed  only  to  exalt 
the  royal  prerogative,  which  they  intended  to 
have  circumfcribed,  and  to  reduce  the  Cortes 
to  an  entire  dependence  on  the  crown.  And 
although  in  Arragon  the  people  {till  enjoyed 
their  ancient  privileges,  yet  there  was  little 
probability  that  they  would  ever  venture  to 
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difpute  the  vrill  of  their  prince  ;  who  poffeffed 
fuch  inexhauftible  refources,  and  could,  when 
he  pleafed,  emplo  even  their  own  countrymen, 
the  Caftilians,  to  fubdue  them.  But  there  was 
no  circumftance  which  ferved  more  to  increafe 
Philip's  partiality  for  Spain,  and  to  make  him 
prefer  it  to  any  of  his  other  dominions  for  the 
place  of  his  abode,  than  the  full  eflablkhment 
which  the  court  of  inquifition  had  acquired  in 
that  kingdom,  and  the  fecurity  which  this  infti- 
tution  afforded  him  againft  the  propagation  of 
herefy. 

This  tribunal,  which,  although  it  was  not 
the  parent,  has  been  the  nurfe  and  guardian  of 
ignorance  and  fuperftition,  in  even-  kingdom 
into  which  it  has  been  admitted,  was  introduced 
into  Spain  near  a  century  before  the  prefent  pe¬ 
riod,  by  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella  ;  and  was 
principally  intended  to  prevent  the  relapfe  of 
the  Jews  and  Moors,  who  had  been  converted, 
or  pretended  to  be  convert&f,  to  the  faith  of  the 
church  of  Rome.  Its  jurifdiction  was  not  con¬ 
fined  to  the  Jews  and  Moors,  but  extended  to 
all  thofe  who,  in  their  practice  or  opinions, 
differed  from  the  ellablifhed  church.  In  the 
united  kingdoms  of  Caltile  and  Arragon,  there 
were  eighteen  different  hiquilitorial  courts ; 
having  each  of  them  its  counfellors,  termed 
Apc-ftolic  Inquiftors  ;  its  fecretaries,  ferjeants, 

and 
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and  other  officers  ;  and  befides  thefe,  there  were 
twenty  thoufand  familiars  difperfed  throughout 
the  kingdom,  who  adted  as  fpies  and  informers, , 
and  were  employed  to  apprehend  all  fufpedted 
perfons,  and  to  commit  them  for  their  trial,  to 
the  prifons  which  belonged  to  the  inquifition. 
By  thefe  familiars,  perfons  were  feized  on  bare 
fufpicion ;  and,  in  contradidtion  to'  the  common 
rules  of  law,  they  were  put  to  the  torture,  tried 
and  condemned  by  the  inquifitors,  without 
being  confronted  either  with  their  accufers,  or 
with  the  witneffes  on  whofe  evidence  they  were 
condemned.  The  punifhments  inflidted  were 
more  or  lefs  dreadful,  according  to  the  caprice 
and  humour  of  the  judges.  The  unhappy  vic¬ 
tims  were  either  ftrangled,  jar  committed  to  the 
flames,  or  loaded  with  chains  and  fhut  up  in 
dungeons  during  life.  Their  effects  were  con- 
filcated,  and  their  families  fligmatized  with  in¬ 
famy  b. 

This  inditutiori  was,  no  doubt,  well  calcu¬ 
lated  to  produce  an  uniformity  of  religious 
profeflion ;  but  it  had  a  tendency  likewife  to 
deflroy  the  fweets  of  focial  life  ;  to  banifh  all 
freedom  of  thought  and  fpeech  ;  to  didurb 
men’s  minds  with  the  mod  difquieting  appre- 
henfions,  and  to  produce  the  mod  intolerable 

.  b  Mariana,  lib.  xxiv.  c.  xvi.  p.  137. 
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flavery,  by  reducing  perfons  of  all  ranks  of  life 
to  a  (late  of  abject:  dependence  upon  priefts  ; 
whofe  integrity,  were  it  even  greater  than  that 
of  other  men,  as  in  every  falfe  religion  it  is  lefs, 
mull  have  been  corrupted  by  the  uncontroul- 
able  authority  which  they  were  allowed  to  ex- 
ercife. 

Such  nearly  were  the  fentiments  which  even 
the  Spaniards  entertained  of  this  iniquitous  tri¬ 
bunal,  at  the  time  when  it  was  erected c.  But 
not  having  had  experience  then  of  its  pernicious 
effects,  and  confidering  it  as  intended  for  the 
cfiaftifement  of  Jews  and  infidels,  they  only  mur¬ 
mured  and  complained ;  till,  the  yoke  being 
wreathed  about  their  necks,  the  molt  fecret  mur- 
murings  became  dangerous,  and  often  fatal  to 
thofe  who  uttered  them. 

rfft£sof  By  this  tribunal,  a  vifible  change  was  wrought 
non  on  the  in  the  temper  of  the  people ;  and  referve,  dif- 
the  people/  truft,  and  iealoufy,  became  the  diftinguifhing 
character  of  a  Spaniard.  It  perpetuated  and 
confirmed  the  reign  of  ignorance  and  fuper- 
ftition.  It  inflamed  the  rage  of  religious  bi¬ 
gotry  ;  and,  by  the  cruel  fpectacles  to  which, 
in  the  execution  of  its  decrees,  it  familiarifed 
the  people,  it  nourifhed  in  them  that  ferocious 
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fpirit,  which,  in  the  Netherlands  and  America,  r> IC 
they  manifefled  by  deeds  that  have  fixed  an  v — 
everlafling  reproach  on  the  Spaniih  name.  I5j9' 

But  thefe  considerations  could  not  be  ap¬ 
prehended  by.  Philip :  nor  if  they  had  been 
fug-gefted  to  him,  would  they  have  had  any  in¬ 
fluence  upon  his  conduct.  He  had  imbibed,  in 
all  its  virulence,  that  fpirit  of  bigotry  and  per- 
fecution,  which  gave  birth  to  the  inquihtion. 

Pie  regarded  heretics  as  the  moft  odious  of  cri¬ 
minals  ;  and  confidered  a  departure  in  his  fub- 
jedts  from  the  Roman  fuperftition,  as  the  moft 
dreadful  calamity  that  could  befal  them.  He 
was  therefore  determined  to  fupport  the  inqui-  - 
fitors  with  all  his  power,  and  he  encouraged 
them  to  exert  themfelves  in  the  exercife  of  their 
office,  with  the  utmofl  diligence. 

The  zeal  and  vigilance  of  thefe  men  fully 
correfponded  to  that  ardour  with  which  their 
fovereign  was  inflamed  ;  yet  fo  irrefiftible.  in  this 
age  was  the  fpirit  of  innovation,  and  fo  great 
the  force  of  truth,  that  the  opinions  of  the  Re¬ 
formers  had  found  their  way  even  into  Spain, 
and  were  embraced  openly  by  great  numbers 
of  both  fexes,  among  whom  were  both  priefts 
and  nuns, 

Even  the  archbifhop  of  Toledo,  Bartlemi  di  Caranz>. 
Caranza  y  Miranda,  was,  front  certain  propo-  nio/ 

fitions 
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fitions  contained  in  a  catechifm  which  he  pub- 
lilhed,  fufpected  to  have  efpoufed  them.  The 
inquifitors  informed  the  King  of  the  grounds 
of  their  fufpicion,  and  defired  to  receive  his  in- 
ft ructions  for  their  conduct.  Caranza  had  been 
univerfally  refpefted  as  one  of  the  mod;  virtuous 
and  learned  prelates  in  Spain.  Having,  when 
provincial  of  the  order  of  St.  Dominique,  been 
carried  by  Philip  into  England,  as  a  perfon 
well  qualified  to  promote  the  re-eftablifhment 
of  popery  in  that  kingdom,  he  had  laboured 
with  fo  much  zeal  for  that  end,  and  thereby  re¬ 
commended  hiinfelf  fo  powerfully  to  the  King, 
that  in  the  year  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
fifty-feven,  Philip  advanced  him  to  the  primacy. 
His  firft  employment,  after  attaining  thishigh 
dignity,  was  to  adminifter  fpiritual  comfort  to 
the  late  emperor,  whom  he  attended  in  his  lad; 
diflrefs.  But  the  memory  of  his  merit  and  fer- 
vices  was  now  obliterated.  Philip  wrote  to  the 
inquifitors  from  the  Netherlands,  that  they 
mull,  without  hefiation,  proceed  againfl  the 
Archbifhop  as  they  would  do  againfl  other  de¬ 
linquents  ;  and  that  they  diould  not  fpare  even 
his  own  fon  if  they  found  him  guilty  of  herefy. 
Caranza  was  accordingly  thrown  into  prifon, 
and  his  revenues  were  fequedrated.  The  pro- 
pofitions  in  his  catechifm,  at  which  the  inqui- 
ftors  had  taken  offence,  were  held  to  be  of  a 
Ail  putable  nature  even  among  the  Catholics 

them- 
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themfelves.  It  is  probable,  however,  that  fen-  book 
tence  would  have  been  pronounced  againft  ■  1V/ 
him,  had  not  the  Pope  interpofed,  and  claimed  J5S9- 
an  exclufive  right  to  decide  the  caufe.  Philip, 
anxious  for  the  honour  of  the  holy  office,  to 
whofe  power  he  was  defirous  that  no  bounds 
fhould  be  prefcribed,  employed  all  his  intereft 
to  prevail  on  the  Pontiff  to  drop  his  preten- 
fions.  But  at  laft  he  himfelf  yielded ;  and 
Caranza,  after  having  languilhed  in  prifon  for 
fix  years  and  feven  months,  was  tranfported  to 
Rome,  where  he  was  releafed  from  confine¬ 
ment,  but  died  in  a  few  weeks  after  he  was  fet 
at  liberty d. 


Before  Philip’s  arrival  in  the  city  of  Valla¬ 
dolid,  an  Auto-de-fe  had  been  celebrated,  in 
which  a  great  number  of  Proteftants  were  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  flames.  -  There  were  ftili  in  the 
prifons  of  the  inquifition  more  than  thirty  per- 
fons,  againft  whom  the  fame  dreadful  punifii- 
ment  had  been  denounced.  Philip,  eager  to 
give  public  proof  as  early  as  poffible  of  his  ab¬ 
horrence  pf  thefe  innovators,  defired  the  inqui- 
fitors  to  fix  a  day  for  their  execution  ;  and  he 
refolved  to  witnefs  it.  The  dreadful  ceremony 
(more  repugnant  to  humanity,  as  well  as  to  the 
fpirit  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  than  the  mod 


An  Aut5» 
de-fe  at 
Valladolid, 


witneflrd 
by  Philip. 


d  Fcrreras,  annis  1559  & 
Miniana,  lib.  v.  c.  xi. 


1565.  Campana,  an.  1559. 

abominable 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF 


abominable  facriflces  recorded  in  the  annals  of 
the  Pagan  world)  was  conducted  with  the  greats 
eft  foleninity  which  the  inquifttors  could  devife  ; 
and  Philip,  attended  by  his  fon  Don  Carlos,  by 
his  lifter,  and  by  his  courtiers  and  guards,  fat 
within  fight  of  the  unhappy  victims.  After 
hearing  a  fermon  from  the  bilhop  of  Zamora, 
he  rofe  from  his  feat,  and  having  drawn  his 
fword,  as  a  ftgnal,  that  with  it  he  would  de¬ 
fend  the  holy  faith,  he  took  an  oath  admini- 
ftered  to  him  by  the  Inquifttor-General,  to 
fopport  the  inquiftdon  and  its  minifters  againft 
all  heretics  and  apoftates,  and  to  compel  his 
fubjects  even-  where  to  yield  obedience  to  its 
decrees. 

Among  the  Proteftants  condemned,  there 
was  a  nobleman  of  the  name  of  Don  Carlos  di 
Seffa,  who,  when  the  executioners  were  con¬ 
ducting  him  to  the  ftake,  called  out  to  the  King 
for  mercy,  faving,  “  x\nd  canft  thou  thus,  O 

King!  witnefs  the  torments  of  thy  fubjecls? 
:c  fave  us  from  this  cruel  death  ;  we  do  not 
“  defen-e  it.”  “  No,”  Philip  fternly  replied, 
“  I  would  myfelf  cany  wood  to  burn  my  own 

fon,  were  he  fuch  a  wretch  as  thoue.”  After 
v.  hick  he  beheld  the  horrid  fpectacle  that  fol- 

1  Io  traen  lenna  para  quemar  a  mi  bijo,  fi  fuere  tan  malo 
C4Hio  vos.  Cabrera,  lib.  v.  c.  iii.  Miniana,  1.  v.  c.  xi. 

lowed, 


PHILIP  II.  KING  OF  SPAIN. 


lowed,  with  a  compofure  and  tranquillity  that 
betokened  the  moll  unfeeling  heart. 

This  dreadful  feverity,  joined  with  certain 
rigid  laws,  enabled  to  prevent  the  importation 
of  Lutheran  books,  foon  produced  the  delired 
effeCt.  After  the  celebration  of  another  Auto- 
de-fe  f,  in  which  about  fifty  Protellants  fuffered, 
all  the  reft,  if  there  were  any  who  ftill  remained, 
either  concealed  their  fentiments,  or  made  their 
efcape  into  foreign  part&L 

Philip  proceeded  next  to  fettle  t}ie  civil 
government  of  the  kingdom ;  and,  according 
to  the  Spanilh  hiftorians,  he  difcovered  in  the 
choice  of  his  minifters,  and  of  the  governors 
of  towns  and  provinces,  much  prudence  and 
circumfpeCtion ;  of  which  laft,  an  hiftorian  gives 
the  following  inftance,  that,  befides  making  di¬ 
ligent  inquiry  concerning  the  characters  of  the 
feveral  candidates  for  office,  he  kept  a  regifter 
for  his  own  ufe,  in  which  he  recorded  all  the 
vices  and  defeCts,  as  well  as  the  virtues  and 
accompliffiments  of  each  \ 

He  might  have  confined  his  attention  to  ob¬ 
jects  of  this  nature,  and  have  applied  himfelf 
wholly  to  the  internal  adminiftration  of  his  do- 

f  In  Seville-  g  Miniana,  lib.  v.  c.  xi.  “  h  Ibid. 
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minions,  had  he  not  found  it  necedary  to  pro¬ 
vide  againd  the  hodile  intentions  with  which 
the  Turkifh  Emperor,  and  the  corfairs  of  Bar¬ 
bary,  were  animated  againd  him. 

The  Ottoman  empire  was,  in  the  prefent 
period,  at  the  fummit  of  its  glory,  under  the 
•victorious  Solyman ;  the  greated  and  the  mod 
enlightened  of  all  the  Sultans.  In  Perfia,  in 
Hungary,  and  in  Africa,  this  heroic  prince  had 
widely  extended  the  limits  of  his  empire ;  had 
expelled  the  knights  of  St.  John  from  Rhodes, 
which  till  then  had  been  deemed  impregnable ; 
had  dripped  the  Venetians  of  a  great  part  of 
their  territories ;  laid  wade  the  coads  of  Italy 
and  Spain ;  and  filled  all  Europe  with  admira¬ 
tion  of  his  exploits,  and  with  the  terror  of  his 
name.  From  the  time  of  his  competition  with 
Ferdinand  in  Hungary,  he  had  regarded  the 
princes  of  the  houfe  of  Audria  as  his  rivals.  He 
had  added  Henry  II.  of  France,  fird  againd 
Charles,  and  afterwards  againd  Philip ;  as  he 
had  formerly  added  Francis  againd  the  Em¬ 
peror.  And  in  the  late  war,  although  by  fome 
accident  his  fleet  did  not  arrive  in  time  to  aft 
in  concert  with  that  of  France,  yet  it  came 
afterwards  under  his  admiral  Piali,  who,  having 
landed  his  troops  in  Italy,  and  in  the  iflands  of 
Prochita  and  Minorca,  put  great  numbers  of 

the 
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the  inhabitants  to  the  fword,  and  carried  off 
many  hundred  prifoners  into  flavery 

From  an  enemy  fo  powerful  and  enterpri- 
fmg,  Philip  had  much  to  apprehend.  But  he 
believed  it  to  be  inconfiftent  with  the  character 
of  prote&or  of  the  church,  to  which  he  afpired, 
to  enter  into  any  alliance  with  a  prince  who 
was  the  declared  and  irreconcileable  enemy  of 
Chriftianity ;  and  therefore,  far  from  propofmg 
any  terms  of  accommodation,  he  iffued  orders 
for  putting  the  ccafts  of  Spain  and  Italy  into 
a  pofture  of  defence,  left  Solyman  fhould  find 
leifure  from  his  other  occupations  to  renew  hof- 
tjlities. 

But  the  Spanifti  monarch  had  more  imme¬ 
diate  caufe  of  inquietude  from  the  corfairs  on 
the  coaft  of  Africa,  an  enemy  much  more  for¬ 
midable  than,  before,  by  the  aftiftance  which 
Solyman  had  afforded  them  ever  fince  they  ac¬ 
knowledged  him  for  their  fovereign.  They 
confifted  of  Turks,  Arabs,  Negroes,  and 
Mocrs ;  the  laft  of  whom  were  partly  natives, 
and  partly  fuch  as  had  been  expelled  from 
Spain  in  the  time  of  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella. 
They  were  all  men  of  barbarous  manners,  in¬ 
flamed  with  the  moft  bigoted  seal  for  the  Ma- 
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®  K  hometan  religion,  open  foes  to  almoft  every 
Chriftian  power,  and  animated  with  a  peculiar 
hatred  again!!  the  Spaniards,  who  had  often  at¬ 
tacked  them  in  their  flrong  holds,  and  had 
long  treated  their  brother  Mahometans,  the 
.Morefcoes  in  Spain,  with  inhumanity.  They 
had  often  taken  full  revenge  for  thefe  injuries, 
under  the  celebrated  brothers,  Horuc  and  Hay- 
radin  Barbarofl'as.  Their  principal  fleet  was 
now  commanded  by  another  corfair,  of  the 
name  of  Dragut,  the  Barbarofla  of  his  age,  and 
not  inferior  to  either  of  the  two  brothers  in  thofe 
qualifications  by  which  they  were  fo  eminently 
diftinguifhed. 

UrajTjj.  Born  in  a  little  village  in  Natolia,  oppofite' 
to  the  ifle  of  Rhodes,  and  fprung,  like  the 
Barbarofl'as,  from  the  meanefl:  parents,  Dragut 
had,  in  his  youth,  enlifted  himfelf  on  board 
a  Turkifh  galley,  and  had  ferved  there  for 
fome  years  as  a  common  failor.  In  that  ftation 
he  gave  confpicuous  proofs  of  his  capacity.  He 
feemed  however  to  be  governed  by  a  paflion 
extremely  different  from  that  ambition  which 
is  the  ordinary  attendant  upon  genius,  and  .  to 
have  no  other  end  in  view  than  to  enrich  him¬ 
felf.  But  as  foon  as  he  had  acquired  a  certain 
fum  of  money,  he  purchafed  a  galley  of  his  own, 
and  began  the  adventurous  occupation  of  a 
corfair,  in  which  he  became  remarkable  for  his 

fkill 


♦ 


PHILIP  II.  KING  OF  SPAIN. 


M5 


{kill  in  navigation,  his  knowledge  of  the  feas, 
his  intrepidity,  and  enterprife.  His  chara&er 
did  not  remain  long  unknown  to  Hayradin 
Barbarolfa,  who  wTas  at  that  time  high  admiral 
of  the  Turkifh  fleet.  Barbarolfa  gladly  received 
Dragut  into  his  fervice,  and  having  made  him 
his  lieutenant,  he  gave  him  the  command 
of  twelve  of  his  fhips  of  war.  With  this  fleet 
Dragut  did  infinite  mifchief  to  all  the  European 
Hates  who  traded  in  the  Mediterranean,  the 
French  only  excepted,  whofe  monarchs  were  in 
alliance  with  the  Turkilh  Emperor.  He  fuf- 
fered  no  feafon  to  pafs  unemployed.  Scarcely 
a  Angle  Spanifh  or  Italian  Ihip  efcaped  him ; 
and  when  he  failed  in  taking  a  fufficient  number 
of  prizes,  he  commonly  made  fome  hidden 
defcent  on  the  coafts  of  Spain  or  Italy,  plun¬ 
dering  the  country,  and  carrying  off  great 
numbers  of  the  inhabitants  into  captivity.  In 
thefe  defcents  he  was  generally  fortunate ;  but 
in  the  year  1541,  having  landed  his  men  in  a 
creek  in  Corfica,  they  were  fcattered  along  the 
coaft,  and  employed  in  collecting  their  booty, 
when  Juanetin  Doria,  the  brave  nephew  of  the 
illultrious  Andrew  Doria,  came  upon  him  with 
a  fuperior  force,  took  nine  of  his  {hips,  and 
compelled  him  to  furrender.  When  he  was 
carried  on  board  the  admiral’s  galley,  he  could 
not  reltrain  his  indignation,  but  exclaimed, 
“  And  am  I  then  doomed  to  be  thus  loaded 
Vol.  I.  L  “  with 
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with  fetters  by  a  beardlefs  youth  r”  a  faying 
which  occafioned  his  meeting  with  harder  ufage 
than  he  would  otherwife  have  received.  Both 
Barbarofla  and  Solyman  interefted  themfelves 
in  his  behalf,  and  made  tempting  offers  to  the 
Genoefe  for  his  ranfom.  Notwithftanding  which 
they  detained  him  four  years  in  captivity;  nor 
could  they  be  perfnaded  to  fet  him  at  liberty, 
till  Barbarofla,  with  a  hundred  gallies  under 
his  command,  appeared  before  their  town,  and 
threatened  to  lay  it  in  allies,  if  he  Were  not 
inflantly  releafed.  The  Genoefe  found  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  comply  with  this  requeft ;  and  Dra- 
gut,  who  Was  immediately  afterwards  furnilhed 
with  a  ftrong  fquadron-  of  lhips  by  Barbarofla, 
and  was  now  inflamed  with  redoubled  hatred 
againft  all  who  bore  the  name  of  Chriftians, 
refumed  his  former  occupation,  and  fought 
after  opportunities,  with  unceafmg  ardor,  to 
wreak  his  vengeance  upon  his  enemies.  Be-* 
Tides  captures  which  he  made  at  fea,  he  facked 
and  pillaged,  year  after  year,  innumerable  vil¬ 
lages  and  towns  in  Italy  and  the  adjacent  ifles. 
Having  been  difpoflefled  by  Doria  of  his  ftrong 
fea-port  of  Mohedia  on  the  coaft  of  Barbary,  he  - 
had  ample  revenge  afterwards  on  that  gal¬ 
lant  feaman,  in  an  engagement  off  Naples,  in 
yftiich  he  took  fix  of  his  (hips,  with  a  great 
number  of  troops  on  board,  and  obliged  Doria 
bimfelf,  and  the  reft  of  the  fleet,  to  fly  before 

him. 
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him.  In  the  year  immediately  following,  he  book 
fubdued  almoft  the  whole  ifland  of  Corfica,  and  ,  ' 

delivered  it  into  the  hands  of  the  French.  After  *559- 
this,  having  made  himfelf  mailer  of  Tripoli,  he 
fortified  that  place  in  the  llrongelt  manner. 

From  Tripoli  he  ilfued  forth  as  often  as  the 
feafon  would  permit ;  and  after  Philip’s  acceflion, 
and  even  after  peace  was  concluded  between 
France  and  Spain,  he  continued  to  practife  as 
formerly  his  depredations  upon  the  coalts  of 
Sicily,  Naples,  and  other  Hates  which  belonged 
to  the  Spanilh  monarchy. 

Of  thefe  hofbilities  Philip  had  received  parti-  Expedition 
cular  information  before  he  left  the  Netherlands ;  *sain(?  . 
and  had  been  earneftlv  exhorted  by  the  Sieur  the  ifte  of 

J  J  Gcrbii 

de  la  Valette,  grand-maller  of.  the  knights  of 
Malta,  and  the  duke  de  Medina  Coeii,  gover¬ 
nor  of  Sicily,  to  think  ferioully  of  putting  an 
end  to  the  innumerable  mifchiefs  to  which  his 
fubjedls  were  expofed  from  this  active  cor- 
fair,  by  fending  fuch  a  force  againll  him  as 
might  compel  him  to  abandon  his  retreat. 

Philip  readily  confented  to  this  requeft ;  and  as 
he  was  informed  by  la  Valette,  that  Dragut 
himfelf  was  abfent  at  that  time  from  Tripoli, 
carrying  on  an  inland  war  againll  one  of  the 
kings  in  Barbary,  he  fent  immediate  orders  to 
the  duke  de  Medina  Cceli,  Doria,  and  others, 
to  hallen  forward,  the  preparations  necelfary  for 

’  L  2  -  the 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF 


b  oj)  k  intended  ertterprife.  The  Pope  and  mod  of 
the  other  princes  in  Italy  contributed  their  aflift- 
1  559‘  ante,  and  a  fleet  was  affembled  confiding  of  more 
than  a  hundred  fliips,  having  fourteen  thoufand 
foldiers  on  board.  This  armament,  of  which  the 
duke  de  Medina  Cceli  had  the  chief  command, 
fet  fail  from  Medina  in  the  end  of  October  one 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  and  pafled 
over  to  Syracufe.  There  it  was  detained  by 
contrary  winds  for  feveral  weeks,  and  during 
that  time  a  difeafe,  occafioned  bv  unwholefome 
provifions,  carried  off  between  three  and  four 
thoufand  of  the  troops.  Medina  Coeli,  however, 
proceeded  on  his  voyage,  ftill  hoping  that  he 
had  force  fufllcient  to  enfure  fuccefs ;  and  it  is 
probable  that  he  would  not  have  been  difap- 
pointed  had  he  advanced  directly  and  laid  fiege 
to  Tripoli.  But  he  thought  it  would  facilitate 
the  reduction  of  that  place  to  make  himfelf 
mailer  before-hand  of  the  ihe  of  Gerba,  which 
lies  a  few  miles  from  Tripoli,  and  was  held  by 
a  Moorilh  governor,  attached  to  the  interefi:  of 
DragUt.  This  ifland  was  fubdued  with  little 
difficulty ;  and  a  caitle  which  had  been  erected 
upon  it  was,  after  a  feeble  refiftance,  abandoned 
by  the  Moors,  whole  commander  fwore  allegi¬ 
ance  upon  the  Alcoran  to  the  King  of  Spain. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  fome  of  the  principal 
a  flitters  that 'this'  cattle  fliouid  be  immediately 
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deftroyed,  and  that  the  fleet  fhould  proceed  to  e  o  o  k. 

Tripoli  without  delay.  But  the  duke  was  un-  „ _ _ 

fortunately  of  a  different  opinion,  and  refolved  *  5  so- 
not  only  to  preferve  the  caffle,  but  to  ftrengthen 
and  enlarge  it.  In  this  prepofterous  under¬ 
taking  a  great  deal  of  time  was  loft.  Dragut 
had  returned  with  his  army  from  his  inland 
expedition ;  and  he  had  leilure  not  only  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  fecurity  of  the  town,  but  to  fend 
notice  to  the  Grand  Seignior  of  the  operations 
of  the  Chriftian  fleet,  which  he  reprefented 
might  be  attacked  with  great  advantage  in  its 
prefent  fituation,  while  the  commander  was  off 
his  guard,  and  moll  of  the  forces  were  on 
Ihore. 


Solyman  embraced,  without  hefitation,  the  Definition 
tempting  opportunity  which  was  thus  prefented  °!(h  iutfby 
to  him.  He  fitted  out,  with  the  utmoft  expe-  the  1  urk>’ 
dition,  a  fleet  of  feventy-four  gallies,  put  a 
hundred  Janiffaries,  befides  other  foldiers,  on 
board  each  of  them,  and  gave  the  command  to 
his  admiral  Piali,  with  orders  to  proceed  in  his 
voyage  as  fall  as  poflibie.  The  Spaniards  were 
informed  of  his  approach  by  a  Maltefe  frigate, 
and  were  thrown  into  great  perplexity.  A 
council  of  war  was  immediately  held.  Some 
officers  were  for  waiting  till  the  enemy  Ihould 
arrive,  and  advifed  Medina  to  give  them 
battle.  Others,  among  whom  was  the  younger 
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Dona.  k,  whofe  courage  was  unqtieftionable,  were 
of  opinion,  that,  confidering  the  fickly  condition 
of  the  troops,  and  the  great  diminution  which 
they  had  undergone,  they  could  not  contend 
with  fo  powerful  an  enemy  without  the  utmoft 
danger  of  a  total  overthrow,  and  therefore  that 
they  ought  immediately  to  retire,  and  conduct 
the  fleet  to  a  place  of  fafety.  The  duke  de 
Medina  Cceli,  a  man  of  no  experience  in  mari¬ 
time  affairs,  and  utterly  unqualified  for  the 
charge  which  he  had  undertaken,  was  at  a  lofs 
to  determine  to  which  of  the  two  meafures  pro- 
pofed  he  fhould  give  the  preference.  There  was 
a  neceflity  for  embracing  inflantly  either  th&  one 
or  the  other.  Yet  he  balanced  between  them 
for  fome  days,  and  {till  continued  to  make  the 
troops  work  in  completing  the  fortifications  of 
the  caftle,  till  intelligence  was  brought  him  that 
the  enemy  were  at  hand,  and  fleering  directly 
towards  the  ifland. 

There  was  no  time  now  to  put  the  fleet  into 
a  pofture  of  defence.  Both  the  mariners  and 
foldiers  were  overwhelmed  with  terror ;  and 
each  crew,  without  waiting  for  the  word  of 
command,  made  hafle,  with  oars  and  fails,  to 
efcape  from  the  impending  danger.  Several 

k  The  elder  Doria  was  prevented  from  taking  a  part  in 
this  expedition,  by  the  infirmities  of  old  age. 
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(hips  foundered  among  the  flats  and  ffiallows. 
Others  were  driven  back  by  the  wind,  or  by 
the  enemy,  and  wrecked  upon  the  ifland.  Some 
efcaped,  and  particularly  thofe  which  belonged 
to  the  order  of  St.  John,  through  their  fuperior 
acquaintance  with  the  coaft.  Above  thirty 
were  taken  by  the  Turks ;  about  one  thoufand 
men  were  killed  or  drowned,  and  five  thoufand 
taken  prifoners.  Medina  Coeli,  with  Doria, 
and  fome  other  principal  officers,  paflfed  in  the 
night  through  the  middle  of  the  enemy’s  fleet, 
and  arrived  fafe  at  Malta ;  having,  before  his 
departure,  committed  the  charge  of  the  fort  of 
Gerba  to  Don  Alvaro  de  Sande,  to  whom  he 
gave  the  ftrongeft  aflfurances  of  fpeedy  affiftance 
and  relief. 

This  valiant  Spaniard  had  very  little  reafon 
to  truft  to  thefe  aflurantes,  and  could  not  expedt 
to  be  able  to  hold  out  long  againfl  fo  great 
a  force  as  he  knew  would  be  employed  againfl; 
him ;  efpeciaily  as  he  was  but  indifferently  fur- 
niffied  with  provifions,  and  was  much  more 
likely  to  find  enemies  than  friends  in  the  natives 
of  the  ifland.  Notwithftanding  thefe  difcou- 
raging  circumftances,  he  readily  undertook  the 
arduous  talk  affigned  him ;  and  having  got  his 
garrifon  augmented  by  the  crews  of  thofe  fhips 
which,  in  attempting  to  make  their  efcape, 
had  been  driven  back  upon  the  coaft,  he  pre- 
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pared  with  great  alacrity  for  a  vigorous  de¬ 
fence. 


Piali  loft  no  time  after  his  victory,  but  im¬ 
mediately  landed  his  troops,  and  began  the 
fiege.  He  was  furnilhed  with  artillery  by  Dra- 
gut,  who  brought  it  himfelf,  together  with  fome 
frefh  forces,  from  Tripoli.  About  twelve 
thoufand  Turks,  befides  the  iilanders  and  other 
Moors,  were  employed  in  the  fiege.  In  their 
firft  approaches  many  of  them  were  killed.  But 
foon  after  their  battery  had  been  unmalked,  a 
great  part  of  the  wall  of  the  fort  was  laid  in 
ruins.  The  befieged  in  the  mean  time  began 
to  fuffer  greatly  from  the  heat  of  the  feafon,  and 
from  the  fcarcity  and  unwholefomnefs  of  the 
water  and  provifions.  Great  numbers  died, 
and  many,  grown  impatient  under  the  hard- 
fhips  to  which  they  were  expofed,  deferted  to 
the  enemy.  By  thefe  men  Piali  was  informed 
of  the  diftreffed  condition  of  the  garrifon ;  and 
he  invited  them  to  furrender,  and  promifed  to 
fpare  their  lives.  Don  Alvaro  rejected  this 
offer  with  difdain,  and  ftill  perfifted  in  the 
End  of  July  defence.  But  at  length  finding  that  his  ftock 
of  provifions  was  alrnoft  fpent,  and  having 
defpaired  of  the  relief  which  had  been  promifed 
by  Medina,  he  called  together  the  garrifon, 
which  amounted  now  only  to  one  thoufand 
tnen,  and  having  reminded  them  of  the  glory 

which 
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which  they  had  acquired,  and  informed  them 
that  they  had  neither  bread  to  fupport  their 
bodies,  nor  numbers  to  defend  the  fort  any 
longer,  he  defired  them  to  refolve,  whether 
they  would  give  themfelves  up  tamely  to  be  the 
Haves  of  their  barbarous  enemy,  or  imitate  the 
example  which  he  would  fet  them,  and  die 
fighting  bravely  for  the  honour  of  their  religion 
and  their  country.  The  foldiers  called  out 
with  one  voice,  “  That  they  chofe  death  rather 
“  than  llavery ;  and  were  ready  to  follow 
“  wherefoever  he  fhould  lead  them.”  He 
then  defired  they  would  refrelh  themfelves  with 
fuch  victuals  as  Hill  remained,  and  hold  them¬ 
felves  in  readinefs  to  leave  the  fort  about  the 
middle  of  the  night. 

At  that  time  they  fet  out,  by  the  gate  which 
looked  towards  the  fea,  and  having  pafled  a 
triple  rampart,  which  had  been  thrown  up  to 
prevent  their  fallies,  they  made  dreadful  havoc 
among  the  Turks,  and  had  almoft  reached  the 
general’s  tent,  when  they  were  put  to  a  Hand 
by  the  Janiifaries.  They  fought  long  and  de- 
fperately  ;  but  at  laft,  the  whole  Turkifh  camp 
being  up  in  arms,  they  were  overpowered  by 
numbers,  and  almoft  all  of  them  were  flain. 
Alvaro,  with  two  officers  who  had  kept  near 
him,  forced  his  way  through  the  thickeft  part 
of  the  enemy,  till  he  reached  the  fliore,  and  got 
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on  board  a  Spanifh  fhip  which  had  been  branded. 
There  he  was  {landing  at  day-break,  with  his 
target  in  one  hand  and  his  fword  in  the  other, 
furrounded  by  the  Turkish  foldiers,  who  would 
have  quickly  buried  him  under  their  darts,  if 
their  officers,  who  highly  refpecled  his  heroic 
valour,  had  not  retrained  them.  Having  been 
urged  by  a  Genoefe  renegado  to  lay  down  his 
arms,  and  allured  of  receiving  a  treatment  fuit- 
able  to  his  rank  and  merit,  he  at  Iafl  confented 
to  furrfender  himfelf  to  Piaii 

Such  was  the  conclufion  of  this  unfortunate 
enterprife ;  the  failure  of  which,  and  all  the 
.calamities  which  enfued,  feem  to  have  been 
owing  principally  to  the  weaknefs,  obflinacy, 
and  inexperience  of  the  commander  in  chief  j 
yet  we  do  not  find  that  Philip  ever  expreffed 
any  diffatisfa&ion  with  his  condufl.  Pie  either 
viewed  it  in  a  different  light  from  that  in  which 
it  has  been  reprefented  by  the  contemporary 
hiftorians  ;  or  he  confidered,  that  it  would  have 
been  a  tacit  acknowledgment  of  his  own  want 
of  difcernment,  to  accufe,  of  imprudence  or 
incapacity,  a  perfon  whom  he  had  judged  de- 
ferving  of  fo  great  a  trufl,  Inftead  of  this,  he 

1  He  was  carried  to  Conftantinople  with  the  other  pri- 
foners,  and  was  afterwards  fet  at  liberty,  by  an  article  in 
a  treaty  of  peace  between  the  Sultan  and  the  Emperor  of 
Germany. 
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applied  himfelf  to  provide  again  ft  the  effects 
which  he  had  reafon  to  dread  from  the  fuccefs 
of  the  Turkifh  arms.  He  could  hardly  doubt 
that  Piali  would  purfue  his  victory,  and  make  a 
defcent  on  the  coafts  of  Spain  or  Italy. 

The  inhabitants  were  every  where  agitated 
with  the  molt  alarming  apprehenfions.  Watch- 
towers  were  railed  along  the  coaft ;  and  the 
fleet,  which  had  lately  fuffered  fo  much,  was 
repaired  with  the  utmoft  diligence.  But  thefe 
preparations,  although  they  were  afterwards 
found  ufeful,  were  not  at  prefent  neceffary.  Soly- 
man,  having  other  objects  of  ambition  which  en- 
groffed  his  attention,  recalled  his  fleet  to  Con- 
ftantinople,  and  thus  delivered  the  Italians  and 
Spaniards  from  their  prefent  fears  m. 

Philip  foon  afterwards  received  intelligence 
that  Hafcem,  fon  of  the  celebrated  Barbaroflfa, 
and  viceroy  of  Algiers  under  Solyman,  had 
formed  a  defign  upon  Oran  and  Mafarquivir, 
two  flrong  forts  on  the  coafl  of  Barbary,  which 
had  been  in  the  pofleflion  of  Spain  fmce  the 
year  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  nine,  when 
they  were  fubdued  by  cardinal  Ximenes.  In 
order  to  fruflrate  this  defign,  a  fleet  of  twenty- 
four  gallies  had  been  ordered  to  fail  to  Oran, 

m  Cabrera,  lib.  v.  c.  v.  viii.  xii.  xiii.  Miniana,  lib.  ▼. 
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for  the  reinforcement  of  the  garrifon  ;  but  this 
fie  t  had  been  overtaken  in  the  middle  of  its 
cornfe  by  a  dreadful  ftcrm,  in  which  two  and 
twenty  of  the  blips  were  loft. 

By  this  accident  Hafcem  was  encouraged  to 
proceed  in  his  projected  enterprife.  Having 
perfuaded  fever al  of  the  Mahometan  princes  in 
Barbary  to  afiift  him  with  their  troops,  he  ar¬ 
rived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Oran  early  in  the 
fpring,  with  a  fleet  of  more  than  thirty  Ihips, 
and  an  anny  of  an  hundred  thoufand  men.  Of 
the  two  places  which  he  intended  to  attack, 
only  Mafarquivir  is  a  fea-port,  and  Oran  lies  at 
the  diftance  of  near  a  league  from  it.  With  fo 
great  an  army  he  was  enabled  to  block  up  both 
places  at  once  ;  but  he  began  his  operations  with 
the  fiege  of  Mafarquivir,  which,  though  of  great¬ 
er  importance  by  reafon  of  its  fituation,  was  not 
fo  ftrongly  fortified. 

The  count  de  Alcaudete,  the  Spanifti  go¬ 
vernor,  who  had  forefeen  the  approaching 
ftorm,  had  provided  to  the  utmoft  of  his 
power  for  the  fecurity  of  the  places  committed 
to  his  care  ;  and  both  he  and  his  brother  Don 
Martin  de  Cordova,  to  whom  he  committed 
the  chief  command  in  Mafarquivir,  were  de¬ 
termined  to  hold  out  to  the  laft  extremity. 
Many  bloody  rencounters  pafied  between  the 

contending 
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contending  parties,  in  the  Tallies  which  Alcau- 
dete  made  from  Oran  ;  and  in  thefe  the  Spa¬ 
niards  had  generally  the  advantage.  Don 
Martin,  and  the  troops  under  his  command, 
gave,  if  polhble,  ftill  itronger  proofs  of  intre¬ 
pidity  in  their  defence  of  Mafarquivir.  The 
walls  were  laid  in  ruins  by  the  enemy’s  artil¬ 
lery.  Ilafcem  made  eleven  different  affaults, 
and  his  llandard  was  railed  again  and  again 
upon  the  ruins  of  the  walls  ;  yet  he  was  finally 
repulfed,  and  obliged,  notwithflanding  his 
numbers,  to  yield  to  the  unconquerable  obfti- 
nacy  of  the  Spaniards.  Thefe  brave  men,  how¬ 
ever,  were  now  lenfible,  that,  from  the  want  of 
provilions,  they  muff  ere  long  either  throw 
away  their  lives,  or  fubmit  to  that  odious 
flavery  to  which  they  knew  that  the  implacable 
hatred  of  their  ungenerous  enemy  had  doomed 
them. 

Philip  was  not  ignorant  of  the  diffrefs  to 
which  they  were  reduced  ;  and  he  had  exerted 
himfelf  with  great  a&ivity  in  making  prepara¬ 
tions  for  their  relief.  But  as  Mafarquivir  was 
blocked  up  by  fea  as  well  as  by  land,  it  was  ne- 
ceffary  that  the  fupplies  which  he  had  provided 
fhould  be  accompanied  with  a  fleet  fuperior  to 
that  of  the  enemy.  Such  a  fleet  he  at  lafh  col¬ 
lected  from  Italy  and  the  fea-ports  in  Spain, 
and  gave  the  command  of  it  to  Don  Francis  de 
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Mendoza,  with  inftru&ions  to  fail  for  Mal'ar= 
quivir  with  the  utmoft  expedition.  Mendoza 
happily  arrived  in  time.  Having  come  unex¬ 
pectedly  upon  Hafcem’s  fleet,  he  took  nine 
fhips,  and  put  the  reft  to  flight ;  and  Hafcem 
himfelf,  who  had  been  employed  for  fome  days 
in  preparing  for  a  new  aflault,  perceiving  the 
danger  to  which  he  was  expofed  from  the  Spa- 
nifn  fleet  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  garrifons  in 
Oran  and  Mafarquivir  on  the  other,  raifed  the 
fiege  precipitately,  after  it  had  lafted  three  . 
months ;  and  marched  off  with  all  his  forces 
to  Algiers.  The  Spaniards  purfued  for  feveral 
miles  ;  but  finding  they  were  unable  to  over* 
take  him,  they  returned ;  and  the  fleet,  after 
reinforcing  the  garrifons  of  Oran  and  Mafar¬ 
quivir,  fet  fail  for  Spain,  where  they  were  re¬ 
ceived  with  great  rejoicing.  The  count  de  Al- 
cauaete  was  foon  after  made  viceroy  of  Navarre ; 
Don  Mardn  received  diftinguifhed  marks  of  the 
royal  favour  ;  and  all  the  officers,  and  even  the 
private  foldiers,  were  rewarded  in  proportion 
to  their  rank  and  merit n. 

During  the  abfence  of  the  fleet,  the  trade 
of  Spain  had  fuftained  confiderable  prejudice 
from  the  depredations  of  a  celebrated  corfair, 
of  the  name  of  Cara  Muftapha,  who,  with  a 

*  Cabrera,  lib.  vi.  Herrera,  Hift.  Gen.  del  Mondo,  lib. 

T.  e.  iii.  and  iv. 
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fquadron  of  fix  or  feven  (hips,  traverfed  the 
Mediterranean  with  unwearied  activity,  and 
made  innumerable  captures.  His  retreat  was  a 
fort  on  the  African  coaft,  called  Pennon  de  Ve¬ 
lez,  which,  in  thofe  days,  before  the  invention 
of  bombs,  was  reckoned  almoit  impregnable. 
It  is  fituated  on  a  fteep  and  rugged  rock,  and 
is  inacceffible,  except  by  a  narrow  path,  cut 
cut  in  the  rock  itfelf ;  which  is  feparated  from 
the  continent  by  a  channel,  capable  of  con¬ 
taining  about  a  dozen  of  thofe  fhips  which  were 
ufually  employed  in  cruizing.  This  rock  was 
fortified,  both  above  and  below,  with  a  wall, 
flanked  with  baftions,  and  mounted  with  can¬ 
non  ;  and- afforded  a  conitant  fhelter  and  pro¬ 
tection  to  the  corfairs,  when  purfued.  From 
its  fituation  near  the  Straits,  thefe  corfairs  could 
annoy  the  Chriftians,  while  they  themfelves  were 
expofed  to  very  little  danger  ;  and  it  was  become 
an  object  of  the  molt  ferious  concern  to  all  the 
Chriftian  powers  who  traded  in  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean,  to  wrell  it  from  them. 

In  confequence  of  a  report  which  gained 
credit,  that  Solyman  intended  this  year  to  make 
an  attack  either  on  Spain  or  Italy,  Philip  had 
greatly  augmented  his  naval  force ;  but  when 
he  found  that  either  there  had  been  no  ground 
for  this  report,  or  that  the  Sultan  had  changed 
his  defign,  he  thought  that  he  could  not  em- 
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plov  his  fleet  more  ufefullv  than  bv  attempt¬ 
ing:  to  reduce  Pennon  ae  Velez,  which  had 
been  long  an  object  or  much  dread  to  his  fub- 
jects. 

Not  fatisfied  with  his  own  numerous  fleet, 
he  folicited  aiiiitance  from  Portugal,  from  the 
Knights  of  Malta,  and  from  his  allies  in  Italy  ; 
nor  did  he  permit  them  to  fet  fail  from  Ma¬ 
laga,  the  place  of  rendezvous,  till  he  had  col¬ 
lected  above  ninety  gallies,  belides  fixtv  fliips 
of  a  fmaller  nze,  with  no  lefs  than  thirteen 
thoufand  foldiers  on  board.  The  providing  of 
fo  great  a  force  was  not  merely  an  effect  of 
that  extraordinary  caution  with  which  Philip 
commonly  entered  upon  any  military  enter- 
prife  ;  and  fuch  a  number  of  troops  could  not 
be  employed  in  befleging  a  place  of  fuch  fmall 
extent  as  Pennon  de  Velez  ;  but  as  the  Moors 
in  the  country  adjacent  were  deeply  interefted 
in  the  prefervation  of  the  fort,  on  account  of 
Immenfe  quantities  of  commodities  of  all  lands, 
and  the  number  of  Chriftian  flaves  which  were 
daily  fold  to  them  by  the  corfairs,  there  was 
reafon  to  apprehend  that  they  would  connder 
the  caufe  of  thefe  pirates  as  their  own,  and  give 
ail  th  •  oprofition  in  their  power  to  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  M  the  operations  of  the  liege. 

Agreeably  to  this  perfuafion,  the  allies  no 
fooner  arrived  upon  the  coaft,  than  great  num¬ 
bers 
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bers  of  thefe  barbarians  appeared  among  the 
hills,  by  the  foot  of  which  the  army  were  obliged 
to  pafs  in  their  way  to  the  fort.  But  thefe  tu¬ 
multuary  troops  were  not  able  to  prevent  the 
Spaniards  from  landing ;  nor,  although  they 
gave  them  fome  annoyance  on  their  march, 
could  they  obltrubt  the  operations  of  fo  formi¬ 
dable  a  body  of  regular  forces.  Still,  however, 
it  was  the  opinion  of  feveral  of  the  allies,  that 
after  all  that  could  be  done  to  reduce  a  fort  of 
fo  fingular  a  conftrudtion,  they  would  in  the 
iffue  find  it  necelfary  to  abandon  their  attempt. 
This  would  probably  have  happened,  if  Muftapha 
himfelf  had  been  prefent.  But,  in  order  to  fave 
his  fhips  from  falling  a  prey  to  the  enemy,  he 
had  left  the  place  fome  time  before,  and  given 
the  command  of  it  to  a  renegado,  of  the  name 
of  Ferret,  with  two  hundred  Turks  under  him, 
and  ammunition  and  provifion  fufficient  to  ferve 
for  a  much  longer  time  than  the  blockade  was 
likely  to  continue. 

'  He  believed  that  the  Spaniards  would  foon 
perceive  the  folly  of  their-  undertaking ;  and 
was  therefore  employed  in  his  ufual  prablice  of 
cruifing,  with  very  little  concern  about  the  fate 
of  his  retreat.  But  he  had  been  deceived  in  his 
opinion  of  thofe  to  whom  he  had  committed  a 
charge  of  fo  great  importance.  Both  the  go¬ 
vernor  and  garrifon  were  intimidated  by  the 
Vol.  I.  M  fight 
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fight  of  that  powerful  fleet  and  army  which  now 
encompaffed  them.  No  fooner  were  forne  of 
their  guns  difmounted  by  a  Spanifti  battery,  and 
a  part  of  the  wall  demolifhed,  than  they  were 
(truck  with  the  mofl  violent  panic,  and  the 
governor,  and  mofl  of  the  garrifon,  made  their 
efcape  to  the  continent  in  the  middle  of  the 
night,  by  fwimming.  Such  of  them  only  re¬ 
mained  as  could  not  fwim ;  and  by  thefe  men 
the  fort  was  delivered  to  the  Spaniards. 

There  was  much  good  fortune  and  little 
glory  in  this  valuable  conqueft ;  but  the  joy 
which  it  excited  over  all  the  fouthern  coaft  of 
Spain  was  inexpreffible ;  and  it  was  the  more 
complete,  as  well  as  the  more  generally  diffufed, 
becaufe  only  a  very  fmall  number  had  been 
killed  or  wounded  in  their  rencounters  with  the 
Moors.  Don  Garcia  de  Toledo,  the  commander 
in  chief,  was,  foon  after  his  return,  rewarded  by 
Philip  with  the  vice-royalty  of  Sicily 

0  Cabrera,  lib.  vi.  c.  xvii.  Ferreras,  part  xiv.  Vertofs. 
Hiftory  of  the  Knights  of  Malta. 
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J^URING  the  courfe  of  thofe  military  ope¬ 
rations  which  have  been  defcribed,  Philip 
beheld  with  much  anxiety  the  rapid  progrefs 
of  herefy  in  almoft  every  dlate  in  Europe  except 
Spain ;  and,  in  order  to  obftrudt  it,  he  employed 
all  his  influence  to  procure  the  convocation  of  a 
general  council  of  the  church. 
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In  the  firfl:  years  of  the  reformation,  the  Theperfe- 
bigotry  of  thofe  who  adhered  to  the  ancient  thJprotcfi* 
fuperftition,  fuffered  them  not  to  think  of  any  ants* 
other  means  of  extirpating  the  opinions  of  the 
Proteftants,  but  perfecution ;  which  was  exer- 
cifed  againfl:  them  with  the  fame  unrelenting 
feverity,  as  if  they  had  been  guilty  of  the  moft 
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b  0^0  k.  atrocious  crimes.  But  it  foon  appeared  how 
<* — -j  inadequate  this  barbarous  procedure  was  to 
,559‘  the  purpofe  which  the  R'omanifts  intended. 
Thofe  bloody  edicts  which  were  publifhed, 
thofe  fires  which  were  lighted  up,  and  that  va¬ 
riety  of  torments  which  priefts  and  inquifitors 
invented  with  ingenious  cruelty,  ferved  in  re¬ 
ality  to  propagate  the  doctrines  again!!  which 
they  were  employed,  and  contributed  to  in¬ 
flame,  rather  than  extinguifh,  that  ardent  zeal 
with  which  the  Proteftants  were  animated. 
Being  firmly  perfuaded,  that  the  caufe  which 
they  maintained,  was  the  caufe  of  God  and 
truth,  and  that  their  perfeverance  would  be  re¬ 
warded  with  a  happy  immorality,  they  courted 
their  punifhments  inftead  of  avoiding  theing 
and  in  bearing  them,  they  difplayed  a  degree 
of  fortitude  and  patience,  which,  by  exciting 
admiration  in  the  beholders,  produced  innu¬ 
merable  prbfelytes  to  the  faith  for  which  they 
fuffered. 

"  '  > 

Progrefs  of  Several  princes  had  been  converted  to  the 
ecifn.  faith.  In  foirre  fates  the  Proteftants  had  be¬ 
come  more  numerous  and  powerful  than  their 
opponents ;  pud  in  others,  their  opinions  fo 
generally  prevailed,  that  the  Catholic  princes 
found  it  no  longer  pofiible  to  extirpate  them, 
without  depriving  themfelves  of  great  mul¬ 
titudes  of  their  molt  induftrious  fubjecls,  on 

whom 
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whom  the  wealth  and  importance  of  their  dates 
depended.  The  time  when  perfection  might 
have  proved  effectual  was  pad,  and  the  princes 
came  at  length  to  perceive  the  neceffity  of 
having  recourfe  to  fome  more  gentle  means 
than  had  been  hitherto  employed.  They  were 
at  the  fame  time  fendble,  notwithstanding  their 
prejudices  againd  the  Reformers,  that  fome  re¬ 
formation  was  extremely  neceffary ;  they  had 
long  borne  with  great  impatience  the  number- 
lefs  encroachments  of  the  coy.rt  of  Rome ;  and 
were  convinced,  that  if  fome  abufes  were  re¬ 
moved,  it  would  not  be  impracticable  to  per- 
fuade  the  Protedants  to  return  into  the  bofom 
of  the  church. 

A  general  council  appeared  to  be  the  only  a  reneru 
expedient  by  which  this  important  end  could  be  r°tTh;  ins 
obtained ;  and  the  late  emperor  Charles  had 
taken  infinite  pains  to  procure  the  convocation 
of  that  afiembly.  In  former  times  the  councils 
of  the  church  had  been  convened  by  the  Empe¬ 
rors  themfelves ;  but,  in  the  time  of  Charles, 
the  power  of  calling  them  was,  by  all  true 
Catholics,  confidered  as  the  peculiar  preroga-. 
five  of  the’  Pope$;  who  dreaded,  that  fuch 
afiemblies  might  derogate  from  their  ufurped 
authority,  and  were  therefore  inclined,  if  pofiible, 
to  prevent  them  from  being  held.  With  the 
timid  Clement,  Charles  employed  all  his  art 
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and  influence  to  procure  a  council,  but  in  vain. 
Paul  the  Third  was  no  lefs  averfe  to  this  mea- 
fure  than  Clement ;  but  the  Emperor  being 
feconded  by  almoft  all  the  Catholic  princes  in 
Europe,  Paul  yielded  to  their  importunities, 
and  fummoned  a  council  to  meet  in  Trent. 
From  this  place  it  was  afterwards  tranflated  to 
Bologna.  After  the  death  of  Paul  it  was  again 
aflembled  in  Trent  in  the  year  one  thoufand 
five  hundred  and  fifty-one,  and  continued  to 
be  held  there  till  the  year  following ;  when  it 
was  prorogued  for  two  years,  upon  war  being 
declared  againfi:  the  Emperor  by  the  Ele&or  of 
Saxony. 


In  the  feflions  which  were  held  under  Paul, 
that  fundamental  tenet  of  the  reformers,  by 
which  the  writings  of  the  evangelifts  and  apof- 
tles  are  held  to  be  the  only  rule  of  the  Chriftian 
faith,  was  condemned  ;  and  equal  authority  was 
afcribed  to  the  books  termed  Apocryphal,  and 
to  the  oral  traditions  of  the  church. 


From  the  manner  in  which  the  deliberations 
of  this  aflembly  were  conducted,  from  the 
nature  of  its  decifions,  and  from  the  blind  at¬ 
tachment  of  a  great  majority  of  its  members 
r.o  the  court  of  Rome,  there  was  little  ground 
to  hope  for  the  attainment  of  thofe  ends  for 
which  the  calling  of  it  had  been  fo  earneftly 
5  defired. 
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defired.  But  no  other  expedient  could  be 
devifed,  which  the  Catholics  thought  fo  likely 
to  flop  the  progrefs  of  herefy ;  and  therefore,  as 
foon  as  the  war  between  France  and  Spain  was 
concluded,  the  feveral  Catholic  princes  began 
to  think  ferioufly  of  the  reftoration  of  the 
council. 

The  ftate  of  Europe  at  that  time  feemed 
more  than  ever  to  require  the  application  of 
fome  immediate  remedy.  The  power  and  num¬ 
ber  of  the  Proteflants  were  every  day  becoming 
more  and  more  confiderable.  Both  England 
and  Scotland  had  difclaimed  allegiance  to  the 
fee  of  Rome,  and  new-modelled  their  religion. 
In  the  Netherlands  the  reformers  had  greatly 
multiplied  of  late,  notwithftanding  the  molt 
dreadful  cruelties  had  been  exercifed  againft 
them  ;  and  in  France,  where  every  province  was 
involved  in  the  molt  terrible  combuftion,  there 
was  ground  to  apprehend,  that  they  would  foon 
become  too  powerful  for  the  Catholics,  and  be 
able  to  wreft  from  them  the  reins  of  govern¬ 
ment.  The  new  opinions  had  penetrated  even 
into  Italy,  and  had  been  embraced  by  a  con¬ 
fiderable  number  of  perfons  both  in  Naples  and 
Savoy.  From  the  former  of  thefe  States  they 
were  extirpated  by  the  unrelenting  feverity  of 
Philip ;  who  ilfued  orders  to  his  Viceroy  to  put 
all  heretics  to  death  without  mercy,  and  even 
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book  to  purfue  with  fire  and  fword  a  remnant  of  them 
v.  , r  .  i  ^  i 

_ _ _ ^  who  had  fied  from  Cofenza,  and  were  living 

15:01  quietly  among  the  mountains  a. 


The  Pope’s 
c:eai  of 


cation  si 
fences  in 
Savoy  and 
in  France. 


But  the  duke  of  Savoy,  unwilling  to  de- 
prive  himfelf  of  fo  great  a  number  of  ufeful 
iubjecis  as  had  been  converted  to  the  Proteftant 
faith,  was  inclined  to  attempt  to  enlighten 
and  convince  them ;  and  with  this  view  he 
defired  the  Pope’s  permiffion  to  hold  a  col¬ 
loquy  of  the  principal  ecclefiaftics  in  his  domi¬ 
nions,  on  the  fubject  of  religion.  Pius  was 
about  the  fame  time  informed,  that  in  France 
a  refolution  had  been  embraced  to  have'  re- 
courfe  to  the  fame  expedient.  He  believed 
that  no  meafure  could  be  devifed  more  likely 
to  prove  fatal  to  that  exclufive  prerogative 
which  he  claimed,  of  iudging  in  matters  of 
religion.  He  dreaded  that  the  example  of 
France  and  Savoy  would  be  quickly  followed 
by  other  ftates,  and  the  decrees  of  prcvincial 
fynods  fubftituted  in  the  place  of  thofe  of  the 
Holv  See.  It  highlv  concerned  him,  therefore, 
to  prevent  this  meafure  (fo_  pernicious  to  his 
authority';  from  talcing  place.  Nor  did  he  find 
much  difficulty  in  diffuading  the  duke  of  Savoy 
trcm  adopting  it.  “  If  the  heretics,”  faid  he 

to  the  Duke’s  ambaflador,  “  hand  in  need 
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of  inftrudtion,  I  will  fend  divines  and  a  legate, 
by  whom  they  may  be  both  inftrudted  and  ab- 
folved.  But  your  mailer  will  find,  that  they 
will  lend  a  deaf  ear  to  all  the  inltrudtions  that 
can  be  given  them,  and  will  put  no  other  in¬ 
terpretation  upon  his  conduct,  but  that  he 
wants  power  to  compel  thefn  to  fubmit.  No 
good  effedt  was  ever  produced  by  that  lenity 
which  he  inclines  to  exercife  ;  but  from .  expe¬ 
rience  he  may  learn,  that  the  fooner  he  fliall 
execute  jultice  on  thefe  men,  and  make  ufe 
of  force  to  reduce  them,  the  more  certain  will 
be  his  fuccefs ;  and  if  he  will  comply  with  the 
counfel  which  I  offer,  he  lhall  receive  from  me 
fuch  affiftance  as  will  enable  him  to  carry  it  into 
execution.” 
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The  duke,  who  was  fmcerely  attached  to  the 
Roman  faith,  and  clofely  connected  with  Philip, 
unfortunately  complied  with  this  violent  counfel, 
and  engaged  in  a  bloody  war  with  his  proteftant 
fubjedts,  of  which  he  had  afterwards  the  greatefl 
reafon  to  repent b. 


The  Pope  met  with  much  more  difficulty  m  Hisaverties 

.  •  > ,  r  ,  .  -  -r,  ,  .  to  the  caii- 

prevenung  a  national  iynod  m  trance  than  m  ingot  a 

council. 


b  Fie  found  it  necefiary  at  -laft  to  grant  them  the  free 
exercife  of  their  religion,  after  having  been  worded  by 
them  in  feveral  fkirmifhes  among  the  mountains,  and  buf¬ 
fering  a  total  overthrow  in  a  pitched  battle,  in  which  he  loft 
7000  of  his  troops.  ,  Paul,  lib.  v. 
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book  Savoy ;  and  was  obliged  to  promife,  that  he 
w }  fhould  call  a  general  council  without  delay. 

1s6°-  Pius  had,  before  his  promotion,  taken  an  oath 
to  this  purpofe,  as  all  the  other  cardinals  had 
-likewife  done,  before  they  proceeded  to  his 
election.  But  no  fooner  had  he  afcended  the 
papal  throne,  than  he  adopted  the  fentiments 
of  his  predeceffors  ;  and  {hewed  that  he  enter¬ 
tained  the  fame  averfion  to  this  affembly  which 
they  had  fo  uniformly  manifefled.  He  remem¬ 
bered  the  motives  which  had  determined  Paul 
the  Third  to  drflolve  it,  under  the  colour  of  a 
tranflation  to  Bologna.  He  reflected  on  the 
danger  to  which  Julius  had  been  expofed,  and 
from  vrhich  his  good  fortune  and  the  war  of 
Germany  had  delivered  him  ;  and  he  confider- 
ed,  that  as  there  was  now  no  prince  fo  power¬ 
ful  as  Charles,  by  whom  the  prelates  could  be 
overawred,  they  would  probably  aflume  a  bolder 
tone  in  the  council,  and  attempt  to  advance 
their  own  prerogatives  on  the  ruins  of  the  pa- 
pacy. 

He it  For  thefe  reafons  he  would  gladly  have 
Ph J  eluded  the  performance  of  his  oath.  But  fo 
great  was  his  dread  of  the  fatal  confequences 
which  might  arife  from  a  national  fvnod  in 
France,  and  fo  earned  the  importunity  of  Phi¬ 
lip,  of  the  Emperor,  and  other  catholic  princes, 
that  he  at  laft  thought  it  neceffary  to  comply 
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with  their  requeft  ;  refolving  to  employ  all  his 
attention  in  providing  againft  the  dangers  to 
which  his  authority  would  be  thereby  ex- 
pofed. 

After  many  delays,  which  Pius  knew  well 
how  to  interpofe,  the  bull  of  convocation, 
fummoning  the  council  to  meet  in  Trent  at 
Eafter,  was  published  in  the  confiftory  on  the 
twenty-ninth  of  September  one  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  fixty  ;  and  nuncios  were  difpatched 
to  give  intimation  of  it  to  all  the  Chriftian 
powers. 

The  Pope  and  cardinals  were  greatly  at  a 
lofs  to  determine  whether  the  council  Ihould  be 
mentioned  in  the  bull  as  a  new  one,  or  as  a 
continuation  of  that  which  had  been  held  un¬ 
der  Paul  and  Julius.  The  decifion  of  this 
point,  feemingly  of  fmall  importance,  was  ren¬ 
dered  difficult  by  the  confequences  •which  it 
involved.  For  if  the  continuation  were  de¬ 
clared,  then  all  thofe  decrees  of  the  former 
feffions,  which  were  levelled  againft  the  pro- 
teftants,  would  be  held  facred,  and  receive  the 
fandtion  of  the  council  that  was  about  to  be 
convened.  The  proteftants  would  confider 
themfelves  as  already  condemned,  and  pay  no 
regard  to  the  bull  of  convocation.  Whereas, 
if  in  this  bull  the  aflembly  to  be  fummoned 
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book  were  denominated  a  new  council,  they  might 

_ expect  that  ail  the  points  in  controverfy  would 

be  difcuffed  anew,  and  confequently  might  be 
perfuaded  to  fend  deputies  to  the  /council,  and 
to  acknowledge  its  authority. 

In  this  the  Emperor  and  the  Queen-mother 
and  minifters  of  France  were  deeply  intereffced  ; 
and  they  urged  with  great  earneftnefs,  that  in 
the  bull  no  mention  fliould  be  made  of  the  for¬ 
mer  feffions,  and  no  occafion  given  the  pro- 
teftants  to  fufpect  that  anv  reftrietion  would  be 
laid  upon  the  proceedings  of  the  council.  Philip 
was  governed  by  views  and  fentiments  of  a 
very  different  nature.  His  deteftation  of  the 
proteftants  prevented  him  from  reii filing  any 
other  method  of  dealing  with  them,  but  that  of 
force.  He  was  utterly  averfe  to  making  any 
conceffions  to  reconcile  them ;  and  he  defired 
the  celebration  of  the  council,  not  fo  much  in 
order  to  recover  thofe  who  had  already  revolted 
from  the  church,  as  either  to  prevent  others 
from  following  their  example,  or,  as  Pius  after- 
'  wards  fufpecled,  to  increafe  the  power  of  the 
bifhops  and  princes,  by  abridging  the  jurif- 
diciicn  of  the  Pope ;  to  whofe  exorbitant ' 
pretenhons  Philip  was  in  reality  adverfe,  not- 
withftanding  that  devoted  attachment  to  the 
Holy  See  which  he  affected,  in  order  to  pro¬ 
mote 
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mote  his  ambitious  defigns.  With  thefe  views  book 
and  fentiments,  Philip  did  not  defire  that  the  ,  v' 
proteffants  fhould  come  to  the  council.  He  is^>- 
believed  that  their  prefence  would  ferve  only  to  r 
perplex  and  retard  its  deliberations.  He  ap¬ 
prehended,  that  to  fuffer  the  decrees  of  the  for¬ 
mer  feffions  to  be  again  difcuffed,  would  con¬ 
tribute  to  invalidate  the  authority  of  the  council 
itfelf :  and  for  this  reafon  he  thought  it  neceffary 
that  the  intended  meeting  fhould  be  declared  a 
continuation  of  the  council  which  had  formerly 
been  prorogued. 

In  this  matter  Philip’s  fentiments  were  en¬ 
tirely  conformable  to  thofe  of  the  Pope  ;  but 
Pius  durfl  not,  on  this  occafion,  run  the  rifque 
of  giving  offence  either  to  the  Emperor,  or  to 
the  court  of  France  ;  and  therefore,  after  long 
deliberation,  he  couched  the  bull  of  convoca¬ 
tion  in  fuch  ambiguous  expreffions,  as  might 
be  interpreted  to  fignify  either  a  new  council, 
or  a  continuation  of  the  former.  This  expe¬ 
dient  had,  in  fome  degree,  the  effect  intended. 
Although  neither  of  the  parties  was  entirely 
fatished,  yet  neither  of  them  was  fo  much  dif- 
gufled  as  either  the  one  or  the  other  would 
have  been,  if  the  terms  had  been  explicit :  and 
the  bull  was  at  length  received  by  the  Emperor 
and  the  French  king,  as  well  as  by  Philip,  and 
the  other  catholic  princes  ;  who  all  gave  orders 
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fufe  to  at¬ 
tend  the 
council. 


to  the  Ecclefiaftics  in  their  dominions  to  repair 
to  Trent  at  the  time  appointed. 

In  the  bull,  only  bifhops,  abbots,  and  others 
entitled  to  vote  by  the  rules  and  ancient  prac¬ 
tice  of  the  church,  were  fummoned  to  attend. 
But  an  invitation  was  carried  to  the  feveral  pro- 
teftant  powers,  by  two  nuncios,  Mardnengo  and 
Commendone. 


Their  rea-  The  proteftant  princes  in  Germany  were, 
on  this  occafion,  afiembled  at  Naumburg,  in 
Upper  Saxony ;  and  to  that  place  the  Emperor 
fent  three  ambafladors,  to  fecond  the  nuncios 
in  their  invitation.  To  the  Imperial  ambafla¬ 
dors,  the  princes  replied  in  terms  expreflive 
of  their  refpedt  for  Ferdinand.  They  thanked 
him  for  the  folicitude  which  he  difcovered  in 
their  behalf ;  and  faid,  that  nothing  would  be 
more  agreeable  to  them  than  a  general  council, 
provided  it  were  calculated  to  heal  the  divi- 
flons  of  the  church.  But  no  fuch  defirable 
effed,  they  thought,  could  be  expeded  from 
the  council  to  which  they  were  now  invited  ; 
which  was  called  by  one  whofe  authority  they 
could  not  acknowledge  ;  and  in  which  (as  ap¬ 
peared  from  the  bull  of  convocation)  only  thofe 
were  to  have  decifive  voices,  who  had  fworn 
allegiance  to  the  Pope  and  the  fee  of  Rome. 


The 
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The  nuncios  however  were  brought  in,  and 
briefs  were  delivered  by  them  from  the  Pope  to 
each  of  the  princes;  but  thefe  briefs  were  on 
the  next  day  returned  unopened,  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  declaration :  “  That  as  they  did  not 
acknowledge  any  jurifdiction  in  the  bifhop  of 
Rome,  there  was  no  reafon  why  they  fhould 
explain  to  him  their  fentiments  of  the  coun¬ 
cil,  which  they  had  already  done  to  the  Em¬ 
peror 

From  Naumburg  the  nuncios  fet  out  for 
England  and  Denmark  ;  but  they  were  obliged 
to  flop  fhort,  Martinengo  in  the  Low  Coun¬ 
tries,  and  Commendone  at  Lubec  ;  the  latter 
having  been  forbid  to  proceed  by  Frederic,  and 
the  former  by  Elizabeth,  both  of  whom  had  re- 
folved  to  give  no  encouragement  to  the  intended 
council. 

The  opinion  which  the  protedants  enter¬ 
tained  of  the  fmiller  intentions  of  the  Pope  w'as 
fully  judified  by  the  event.  In  the  very  firft 
decree  of  the  fird  feflion,  when  many  of  the 
prelates  were  not  yet  arrived,  his  legates,  who 
prefided  in  this  affembly,  procured  it  to  be 
enabled,  that  they  only  fhould  propofe  the  fe- 
veral  quedions  to  be  difcufled ;  and  thus  they 
made  at  once  effectual  provision  againd  all  at- 
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3  «o k  tempts  to  correct  any  of  the  numberlefs  abufes 
■ — —  in  the  court  of  Rome,  for  remedying  which 
*56o‘  the  meeting  of  the  council  had  been  defired. 
Againfl  this  decree  Philip  and  the  other  princes 
remonftrated  in  the  moll  importunate  manner, 
and  employed  their  interell,  both  wfith  the  Pope 
and  in  the  council,  to  procure  the  repeal  of 
it.  But  all  their  endeavours  were  ineffectual. 
Their  folicitude  on  this  head  ferved  only  to 
confirm  Pius  in  his  fufpicions  of  their  having 
formed  a  defign  to  encroach  on  his  authority. 
He  eluded  their  applications  with  confummate 
artifice,  and  fent  orders  to  the  legates  to  make 
all  the  oppofition  in  their  power  to  any  pro- 
pofal  which  might  be  made  for  annulling  the 
decree. 


Vain  at¬ 
tempts  10 
abridge  the 
power  of 
ir.s  Pope. 


This  did  not  prevent  feveral  of  the  prelates 
from  endeavouring  to  perfuade  the  council  to 
eftablilh  certain  points,  fuch  as  the  divine  in- 
flitution  and  the  refidency  of  bifliops,  which 
would  have  ffcruck  deep  at  the  root  of  the  papal 
power.  The  Pope,  from  whom  the  legates  re¬ 
ceived  inftru ebons  on  every  difficult  emergen¬ 
cy,  was  kept  in  perpetual  anxiety ;  and  he 
fometimes  thought  of  fuddenly  diffolving  an 
alfembly  which  he  found  fo  difficult  to  keep 
within  the  bounds  that  he  preferibed.  But.  by 
unremitted  vigilance  and  attention,  by  threat¬ 
ening  feme  prelates  with  his  difpleafure,  by 
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flattering  others,  and  heaping  promifes  upon 
them  of  advancement  in  the  church  ;  and  above 
all,  by  means  of  the  great  number  of  Italian 
bifhopsd,  who  depended  entirely  on  his  favour, 
he  fecured,  in  every  queftion,  a  majority  of 
voices ;  and  not  only  prevented  any  decifion 
from  being  paffed  that  might  be  detrimental  to 
his  authority,  but  procured  the  ratification  of 
many  of  thefe  ecclefiaftical  ufurpations  which  the 
princes,  who  had  been  fo  felicitous  for  the  con¬ 
vocation  of  the  council,  had  expected  would 
have  been  abolilhed  and  condemned.  Thefe 
princes  were  greatly  difappointed  and  chagrined. 
Their  ambafiadors,  as  well  as  the  prelates,  com¬ 
plained  that  the  council,  far  from  enjoying  free¬ 
dom,  were  fettered  in  all  their  deliberations  by 
the  fecret  orders  which  were  daily  fent  from 
Rome :  and  on  this  head,  remonftrances  were 
made  again  and  again  to  the  Pope  himfelf,  who 
fometimes  vouchfafed  a  foft,  evafive  reply  ;  and 
at  other  times,  appearing  to  be  greatly  offend¬ 
ed,  afferted  that  the  council  was  at  perfect  li¬ 
berty  ;  and  infinuated,  that  the  true  fource  of  all 
the  difcontent  on  this  head  was,  that  the  ambaf- 
fadors  of  the  princes  had  not  the  power  of  dic¬ 
tating  the  decrees. 

d  Many  of  them  were  fo  poor,  that  he  was  obliged  to  de* 
fray  the  expences  of  their  attendance. 
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Whatever  ground  there  was  for  this  infi- 
nuation,  the  deliberations  of  the  council  were 
conducted  in  the  fame  manner  as  before,  till  at 
length  Pius,  grown  impatient  under  the  per¬ 
petual  attention  and  expence  which  it  required 
from  him,  fent  orders  to  his  legates  to  bring  it 
as  foon  as  poflible  to  a  conclufion.  And  it  was 
concluded  accordingly,  with  the  moll  indecent 
precipitation,  towards  the  end  of  the  year  one 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  fixty-three,  without 
any  confiderable  oppofition  from  the  princefs, 
who  had  long  defpaired  of  deriving  from  it  any 
of  thofe  falutary  effects  which  had  been  ex¬ 
pected'.  They  perceived  that  the  Pope’s  in¬ 
fluence  over  it  was  not  to  be  controlled  ;  and 
forefaw  that  the  continuance  of  it  mull  ferve 
only  to  augment  and  ftrengthen  his  authority, 
which  it  had  been  their  intention  to  circum- 
feribe.  Of  this  they  had  the  moft  convincing 
evidence  in  the  concluding  feflion,  in  which 
two  decrees  were  pafied  that  had  not  been 
mentioned  before,  and  were  manifeftly  defigned 
as  an  acknowledgment  of  the  fubordination  of 
the  council  to  the  Holy  See.  One  of  thefe  was, 
That  application  fliould  be  made  to  the  Pope 
for  his  confirmation  of  the  decrees ;  and  the 

e  The  a£ts  were  fabferibed  by  the  4  legates,  2  cardinals, 
3  patriarchs,  25  archbifhops,  268  biihops,  7  abbots,  7  gene- 
rals-or  regulars,  and  39  proxies.  Paul,  lib.  viii. 
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other.  That  whatever  expreffions  had  been  em¬ 
ployed  in  any  of  the  decrees,  were  to  be  un- 
derftood  without  prejudice  to  the  Pope’s  au¬ 
thority. 


BOOK 

v. 


>563. 


Pius  rejoiced  exceedingly  when  he  was  in-  g4> 
formed  of  the  diflolution  of  the  council,  and  7he  Pop?’* 

joy  on  this 

rail  more  when  he  received  intelligence  of  thefe  occafion. 
its  laft  decrees.  He  ordained,  on  this  occalion, 
a  folemn  thankfgiving  ;  and  in  the  confiftory 
declared,  that  he  would  confirm  all  the  decrees, 
and  add  many  reformations  to  thofe  which  had 
been  enaCted  by  the  council.  By  thefe  reforma¬ 
tions,  fome  of  his  courtiers  apprehended  that 
the  profits  arifing  from  their  offices  would  be 
diminiffied ;  and  they  employed  all  their  influ¬ 
ence  to  difiuade  him  from  his  purpofe.  Pius 
had  no  intention  to  introduce  any  alterations  of 
which  they  had  reafon  to  be  afraid  ;  but  he 
confidered,  that  his  refufing  to  confirm  the  de¬ 
crees  would  be  interpreted  as  a  condemnation 
of  the  council ;  that  all  its  a£ts  would  be  there¬ 
by  brought  into  difrepute  ;  and  that  occafion 
might  thence  be  taken,  by  the  French  and 
others,  to  hold  national  afiemblies.  And  he 
confidered  likewife,  that  it  would  depend  en¬ 
tirely  upon  himfelf  to  determine,  how  far  any 
particular  decree  ffiould  be  carried  into  execu¬ 
tion.  For  thefe  reafons  he  difregarded  the  His  bull  of 
objections  of  his  courtiers,  and  publiffied  his 
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bull  of  confirmation,  with  the  ufual  formalities  ; 
requiring  all  prelates  and  princes  to  receive  and 
enforce  the  decrees  of  the  holy  council  of  Trent; 
prohibiting  all  perfons,  whether  laymen  or  ec- 
clefiaflics,  from  writing  any  explication  of  them 
under  the  form  of  notes  or  commentaries;  and 
commanding  the  Catholics  every  where  to  have 
recourfe,  in  all  dubious  cafes,  to  the  Apoftolic 
See. 

This  bull  was  addrefied  only  to  the  Catho¬ 
lics  ;  for  Pius  did  not  expert  that  any  greater  re¬ 
gard  would  be  paid  to  it  by  the  Proteflants  than 
they  had  {hewn  to  his  bull  of  convocation. 
The  whole  conduct  of  the  council  had,  from 
the  beginning,  been  calculated  to  widen,  in- 
{tead  of  clofmg,  that  breach  which  fubfifted 
between  them  and  the  Roman  church.  The 
ancient  religion  was  now  more  clearly  afcer- 
tained.  Its  doctrines,  the  offspring  of  fubtle 
fophiftry,  artifice,  and  prefumption,  were  for¬ 
mally  defined  ;  its  rites,  which  had  crept  into 
the  church  in  the  dark  ages  of  ignorance  and 
fuperflition,  were  now  made-  an  effential  part  of 
worfhip  ;  and  anathemas  were  pronounced 
againft  all  perfons  by  whom  either  the  former 
or  the  latter  were  not  embraced.  By  this  im¬ 
politic  conduct  the  Proteflants  were  more  clearly 
inflrufted  where  to  direct  their  attack ;  and  in 
thofe.  abfurdities.  Into  which  men  mufl  fall  who 
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venture  to  dogmatife  on  fubjedts  fo  myfterious 
as  many  articles  of  the  chriftian  faith,  they 
often  found  abundant  matter  of  victory  and 
triumph.  No  conceflions  of  any  kind  had  been 
made  by  the  council,  in  order  to  reconcile 
them;  but  all  their  doctrines  had  been  indif- 
criminately  condemned ;  and  henceforth  all 
ground  of  hope  was  cut  off  of  ever  inducing 
them  to  return  into  the  bofom  of  the  church, 
by  any  other  means  but  open  force  and  perfe- 
cution. 

Pius  flattered  himfelf  that  thefe  means  would  The  decree.* 
foqner  or  later  prove  effectual ;  and  was  there-  th?  court  of 
fore  little  concerned  at  the  conduct  .of  the  Pro-  F'anLe‘ 
teftants  with  refpedt  to  the  council.  He  was 
much  more  deeply  affected  by  the  ill-humour 
which  the  Oueen-mother  and  numfters  of  France 
difeovered  on  the  prefent  occafion.  They  had 
been  fomewhat  difgufted  at  the  little  regard 
that  had  been  fhewn  to  their  defire,  of  having 
the  council  declared  to  be  a  new  council^  They 
were  difpleafed  with  the  decrees  of  reformation, 
by  fome  of  which  the  ecclefiaftical  jurifdi&ion 
was  extended  beyond  its  former  bounds;  and 
they  were  highly  difl’atisfied  with  the  tacit  ac¬ 
knowledgement  --contained  in  the  concluding 
decrees,  of  the  fuperiority  of  the  Pope  above 
councils  ;  an  opinion  which  in  France  had  been 
always  impugned  and  rejefted.  Influenced  by 
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b  o  o  k  ^efe  confiderations,  and  defirous  at  the  fame 
' — -- — "  time  of  avoiding  to  give  any  frelh  occafion  of 
dilcontent  to  the  Calvinifts,  the  French  court 
(although  earnellly  folicited  by  Pius)  refufed  to 
receive  and  publifh  the  decrees f. 


Thtyar:^  Pius  had  reafon  to  apprehend  that  the  exam-, 
p'ni'fp,"  and  pie  of  fo  great  a  monarchy  would  be  imitated  by 
rHri?ce!  tke  other  catholic  powers.  But  he  had  the  plea- 
fure  of  receiving  information  from  his  nuncios, 
that  not  only  the  Republic  of  Venice,  and  the  fe- 
veral  Italian  princes,  but  molt  of  the  catholic 
princes  in  Germany,  and  the  king  of  Spain,  had 
refolved  to  acknowledge  the  authority7  of  the 
council. 


In  forming  this  refolution,  Philip  gave  a 
Unking  proof  of  that  zeal  which  he  fo  uniformly 
felt,  or  afrecied,  for  the  catholic  religion  and 
the  Holv  See.  No  prince  was  ever  more  jea¬ 
lous  of  his  power,  or  more  tenacious  of  his 
rights ;  upon  fome  of  which,  encroachments 
had  been  made  in  the  decrees  of  reformation. 
During  the  celebration  of  the  council,  he  had 
complained  loudly  of  the  dependence  in  which 
ic  was  held  by  the  Pope ;  he  had  again  and 
again  endeavoured,  but  in  vain,  to  get  that  firfl 
decree  refcinded,  by  which  the  legates  alone 

f  Fathe.y  Paul,  lib.  v,  vi,  vii,  vui. 
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could  propofe  the  queflions  to  be  difcuffed  ;  and  B  K 
he  had  likewife  been  highly  offended  with  the  v-r*? 
Pope’s  precipitate  diffolution  of  the  council,  in  lj>64' 
which  meafure  he  had  neither  been  confulted, 
nor  had  any  delay  been  granted  at  his  ambaffa- 
dor’s  requefl.  To  thefe  caufes  of  alienation,  Dilute  of 
Pius  added  another,  which  plight  have  been  at-  bewetnthe 
tended  with  the  mod  ferious  confequen<pes,  by  ^France"^ 
determining  a  difpute  for  precedence  between  and  sPain» 

0  1  1  decided  in 

the  Spanifh  and  French  ambaffadors  at  Rome,  favour  of 
in  favour  of  the  latter.  To  decide  this  point,  Franct' 
which  was  of  fo  delicate  a  nature,  at  fo  critical  a 
junflure,  the  Pontiff  was  induced,  partly  by  the 
hopes  of  prevailing  on  the  court  of  France  to 
receive  the  decrees  of  the  council,  and  partly  by 
his  dread,  that,  if  the  young  King  were  not  gra¬ 
tified  in  this  matter,  his  counfellors  would  advife 
him  to  break  off  all  connexion  with  Rome, 
and  to  commit  the  fupreme  ecclefiaflical  au¬ 
thority  in  the  kingdom  to  a  patriarch  of  his  own 
eleftiop. 

Pius  ordered  his  nuncio  to  explain  thefe 
motives  to  the  Catholic  King,  and  fpared  no 
pains  to  convince  him  of  the  neceflity  of  the 
ftep  which  he  had  taken  ;  nor  were  his  endea- 
yours  altogether  ineffectual.  Philip  did  not, 
indeed,  for  fome  time,  fend  any  ambaffador  to 
Rome  in  the  place  of  Don  Louis  de  Requefens, 
who  left  it  when  the  point  of  precedence  was 
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decided ;  but  being  determined,  if  poflible,  to 
live  on  amicable  terms  with  the  Holy  See,  he  re- 
folved  to  ftifle  his  refentment.  Nor  did  he 
fuffer  it  to  influence  his  conduit  with  regard  to 
the  decrees  of  the  council,  which,  although  they 
were  not  entirely  conformable  to  his  wifhes,  yet 
would  contribute,  he  believed,  in  fome  meafure, 
to  prevent  the  progrefs  of  herefy  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  he  iffued  orders,  without  hefitation,  to  have 
them  received  afid  obeyed  throughout  all  his 
dominions8. 

8  Cabrera,  lib.  vi.  c,  16,  Pallavicini,  lib.  xxiv.  cap.  12 , 
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PHILIP’S  attention  was,  foon  after  this, 
called  to  objects  of  a  very  different  nature 
from  thofe  by  which,  during  the  fitting  of  the 
council,  it  had  been  engroffed.  The  fuccefs  of 
his  enterprife  againft  Pennon  de  Velez  having 
given  great  uneafinefs  to  all  the  piratical  dates, 
they  had  endeavoured  to  engage  the  Sultan  to 
undertake  the  recovery  of  that  fort ;  and  had 
intreated  him  to  employ  fuch  a  fleet  and  army 
as  might  be  diffident  to  expel  the  Spaniards 
from  the  coad  of  Africa.  Solyman  was  at  the 
fame  time  earnedly  folicited  by  great  num¬ 
bers  of  his  fubje&s,  to  take  vengeance  on  the 
Knights  of  Malta,  who,  befides  co-operating 
with  the  Spaniards  in  all  their  African  expedi- 
'  tionsj 
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tions,  ftill  continued  to  exercife  their  wonted 
hoftilities  againft  the  Turks  at  fea,  and  had  of 
late  made  innumerable  captures. 

This  prince  was  of  himfelf  as  much  incenfe^ 
both  againft  the  former  and  the  lattter  of  thefe 
his  enemies,  as  any  of  his  fubjecls  could  defire  i 
and  notwithflanding  his  great  age,  he  was  in¬ 
flamed  as  much  as  ever  with  the  ambition  of 
extending  his  dominions.  He  therefore  lent  a 
willing  ear  to  the  folicitations  which  he  now 
received ;  and  having  fufpended  all  his  other 
purluits,  he  refolved  to  turn  his  whole  attention 
againft  the  Maltefe  and  Spaniards.  But  he 
hefitated  whether  he  fhould  begin  his  operations 
with  invading  Malta,  or  the  dominions  of  the 
Catholic  King  ;  and  to  affift  him  in  deciding 
this  point,  he  held  a  council  of  his  mod  experi¬ 
enced  commanders. 

Mahomet,  the  olded  and  \vifefl  of  all  his 
Bafhas,  was  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  highly 
inexpedient  to  begin  with  invading  Malta ;  in 
fubduing  which,  he  faid,  the  Sultan  would  find 
infinitely  greater  difficulty  than  he  had  encoun¬ 
tered  formerly  in  the  conqueft  of  Rhodes.  The 
latter  of  thefe  iflands,  he  obferved,  lay  at  fi>, 
great  a  diftance  from  Europe,  as  had  made  it 
almofl:  impoffible  for  the  Chriftians  to  fend 
affiftance  to  the  befiegedj  and  was  befides  fq 

large 
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large  and  fertile  as  to  furnifh  fubfiftence  to  the 
Turkifh  troops.  Whereas  the  former  was  fmall 
and  barren  ;  fo  far  from  the  Porte,  and  fo  near 
to  Sicily  and  Italy,  that  the  Knights  could 
eafily  receive  from  thence  perpetual  fuccours  and 
fupplies.  The  king  of  Spain  was  deeply  con- 
'  cerned  in  their  prefervation  ;  and  he,  and  other 
Chriftian  princes,  would,  from  religion  as  well 
as  intereft,  think  themfelves  bound  to  fupport 
an  order  of  men  whom  they  had  long  regarded 
as  the  champions  of  their  faith.  The  Knights 
would  defend  their  ifland  with  the  utmofl  ob- 
ftinacy.  And  even  although  the  Sultan  Ihould 
at  laft  get  poffeflion  of  it,  yet  a  new  crufade 
Would  be  formed  by  the  Chriftians  for  its  reco¬ 
very,  and  the  Turkilh  fleet  would  be  deftroyed 
in  the  harbours,  before  it  could  be  put  into  a 
pofture  of  defence.  Sicily,  he  thought,  would 
be  a  much  eafier  and  more  certain  conquefl:. 
The  reduction  of  that  ifland  would  conduce 
more  to  the  Sultan’s  glory,  as  well  as  to  the 
intereft  of  his  empire  ;  and  it  would  be  quickly 
followed  by  the  reduction  of  the  Knights  of 
Malta,  who  could  not  fubfift  a  Angle  feafon 
without  thofe  continual  fupplies  of  provifion 
which  that  more  fertile  region  afforded  them. 

A  prince  of  fo  great  penetration  as  Soly- 
jnan  could  not  be  infenfible  of  the  weight  of 
{hefe  considerations  j  but  haying  been  long  acr 
4  cuffomed 
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cuftomed  to  triumph  over  much  more  formi- 
nable  enemies  than  the  knights  of  Malta,  and 
having  formerly  expelled  the  knights  them- 
felves  from  Afia,  when  their  power  was  more 
confiderable  than  at  prefent,  he  believed  that 
they  could  not  long  refill  his  victorious  arms. 
In  this  confidence  of  fuccefs  he  was  confirmed 
by  moft  of  the  Baflias,  who  chofe  rather  to  flat¬ 
ter  his  inclinations  at  the  expence  of  his  inte- 
refl,  than  to  run  the  rifk  of  incurring  his 
difpleafure.  His  refentment  againft  the  Knights 
was  greatly  heightened  at  this  time  by  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  a  rich  galleon  belonging  to  fome  of  his 
greatefl  favourites  in  the  Seraglio.  Thefe  per- 
fons  exerted  all  their  influence  to  procure  a 
fpeedy  vengeance,  and  contributed  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  Sultan  to  open  the  campaign  with  the¬ 
ft  ege  of  Malta ;  after  the  conqueft  of  which  he 
refolved  to  turn  his  arms  againft  the  King  of 
Spain. 

Having’  thus  fixed  his  purpofe,  he  iffued 
orders  for  equipping  all  the  fhips  in  his  empire 
with  the  utmoft  expedition  ;  fent  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  troops  to  the  fea-ports  in  the  Morea, 
where  he  intended  they  fhould  embark  ;  and 
defired  Hafcem  and  Dragut,  his  viceroys '  in 
Algiers  and  Tripoli,  to  hold  their  corfairs 
ready  to  join  his  fleet  when  it  fhould  arrive  at 
Malta.  He  gave  the  command  of  the  fleet  to, 
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Piali,  and  that  of  the  land  forces  to  Muftapha, 
an  experienced  general,  at  the  age  of  fixty-five, 
who  had  acquired  his  efteem  and  confidence 
by  feveral  victories  which  he  had  obtained  in. 

Afia.  To  thefe  men  he  recommended  flrong- 
ly  the  acting  in  concert  with  each  other ;  and 
required  them  to  confult  in  every  matter  of 
importance  with  Dragut,  whom  he  regard¬ 
ed  as  the  ablefl  naval  officer  in  his  domi¬ 
nions. 

The  news  of  his  preparations  foon  reached 
the  feveral  Chriflian  powers  on  the  coafl  of  the 
Mediterranean.  But  they  were  for  fome  time  Main, 
in  doubt  where  the  florm  which  was  gathering 
would  burfl.  At  length  John  de  la  Valette 
Parifot,  the  grand-mafler  of  Malta,  received 
certain  information  of  Solyman’s  defign,  from 
fpies  whom  he  employed  at  Conflantinople. 

He  immediately  communicated  his  intelligence 
to  the  King  of  Spain,  the  Pope,  and  moil  of 
the  other  Chriflian  princes  ;  and  reprefented 
to  them  the  neceffity  of  granting  their  affift- 
ance  at  the  prefent  crifis,  if  they  would  fave 
from  ruin  an  order  of  men  whofe  bravery  had 
for  ages  pafl  been  continually  exerted  in  the 
protection  of  Chriflians  of  every  nation  in 
Europe,  againfl  the  implacable  enemy  of  the 
Chriflian  name. 
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But  although  the  fubje&s  of  almoft  every 
Chriftian  hate  had,  on  numberlefs  occafions, 
been  fupported  by  their  generofity,  and  pro¬ 
tected,  or  refcued  from  flavery,  by  their  intre¬ 
pid  valour,  yet  only  fuch  princes  thought  it  in¬ 
cumbent  on  them  to  intereft  themfelves  in  their 
behalf  whofe  territories  lay  expofed  to  imme¬ 
diate  danger.  Of  thefe  no  one  had  fo  much 
ground  to  dread  the  confequences  of  fuffering 
the  Knights  to  be  overwhelmed,  as  the  King 
of  Spain.  For  befides  that  his  dominions  were 
more  expofed,  he  was  much  more  obnoxious 
to  the  Sultan,  than  any  other  Chriftian  mo¬ 
narch.  He  had  repeatedly  committed  hoftili- 
ties  againft  the  African  corfairs,  whom  Soly- 
man  had  taken  under  his  proteftion ;  and  he 
could  not  call  in  queftion  the  intelligence  tranf- 
mitted  to  him  by  the  grand-mafter,  that  as  the 
Turkifh  armament  was  to  be  fent  firft  againft 
the  Knights,  it  would  be  employed  next  againft 
himfelf.  Philip  had  ever  looked  on  Malta  as 
his  principal  bulwark  againft  the  invaftons  of 
the  Turks  ;  and  he  was  fenftble  that  he  had 
now  more  reafon  than  ever  to  conftder  it  in 
that  view.  Prompted  by  thefe  motives,  he  re- 
folved  to  exert  himfelf  with  vigour  in  its  de¬ 
fence  ;  and  having  written  to  his  minifters  and 
allies  in  Italy,  to  form  an  army  of  twenty 
thoufand  men,  which  fhould  be  ready  to  em¬ 
bark  on  the  fhorteft  notice,  he  alfembled  a 

numerous 
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numerous  fleet  at  Meflina,  and  fent  inflructions 
to  Don  Garcia  de  Toledo,  the  viceroy  of  Sicily, 
to  watch  over  the  prefervation  of  Malta  with 
the  fame  folicitude  as  if  Sicily  irfelf  were  to  be 
attacked. 

The  zeal  with  which  Philip  efpoufed  the  The  grand, 
caufe  of  the  Knights,  delivered  them  from  their  tivity  and 
anxiety  with  regard  to  the  final  ifliie  of  the  visilance* 
war,  but  did  not  prevent  the  grand-mafter 
from  exerting  his  activity  and  vigilance  in  pre¬ 
paring  for  a  vigorous  defence.  Befides  fend¬ 
ing  a  general  fummons  to  the  Knights  difperfed 
throughout  the  feveral  provinces  in  Europe, 
to  repair  inftantly  to  Malta,  he  diftributed  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  capable  of  bearing 
arms  into  companies,  and  appointed  the  Knights 
to  train  them  in  the  feveral  branches  of  military 
difcipline.  He  caufed  two  thoufand  troops  to 
be  levied  by  his  agents  in  Italy,  and  kept  all 
the  (hips  belonging  to  the  order,  perpetually 
employed  in  importing  arms,  military  {lores, 
and  provifions. 

In  obedience  to  his  fummons,  all  the  Knights 
hallened  to  his  afli fiance,  except  fuch  as  were 
prevented  by  age  or  infirmities  ;  and  thefe  fup- 
plied  their  perfonal  fervices,  by  fending  him  all 
the  money  which  they  could  raife  out  of  the 
effeCls  belonging  to  their  cenvents.  Before 
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the  arrival  of  the  enemy,  he  reviewed  his  forces, 
and  found  that  they  amounted  to  feven  hundred 
Knights  and  eight  thoufand  five  hundred  fol- 
diers,  including  two  companies  of  Spaniards 
which  were  fent  to  him  from  Sicily.  Thefe 
troops,  after  a  folemn  religious  procefllon,  and 
partaking  of  the  holy  facrament,  he  diflributed 
among  the  Knights  ;  and  afligned  to  all  of  them 
their  proper  flations.  In  the  midft  of  the  mul¬ 
tiplicity  of  affairs  which  demanded  his  atten¬ 
tion,  there  was  nothing  omitted  which  human 
prudence  could  provide.  He  was  continually 
employed  either  in  vifiting  the  polls,  or  ex¬ 
amining  the  (lores,  or  (lengthening  the  forti¬ 
fications,  or  initrufting  the  officers  as  to  the 
conduct  proper  to  be  obferved  in  cafe  of  an 
attack.  The  wifdom  c’  played  in  his  plan  of 
defence,  infpired  his  troops  with  confidence; 
and  his  tranquillity  and  fortitude  communicated 
to  them  an  elevation  of  mind,  which  rendered 
them  fuperior  to  every  calamity  that  could  be- 
fal  them. 

At  length  the  Turkiffi  fleet  having  left  Con- 
flantinople  in  the  end  of  March,  arrived  in  fight 
of  Malta  about  the  middle  of  May ;  confiding 
of  more  than  two  hundred  fail,  and  having  on 
board,  befides  a  great  number  of  Chridian 
flaves,  defigned  to  ferve  as  pioneers,  above 
forty  thoufand  land  forces,  compofed  chiefly 
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of  Janiffaries  and  Spahis,  the  braveft  foldiers  of 
the  Ottoman  empire.  This  formidable  army- 
landed  at  fome  diftance  from  II  Borgo  %  and 
foon  afterwards  fpread  themfelves  over  the  coun¬ 
try  ;  fetting  fire  to  the  villages,  putting  the  pea- 
fants  to  the  fword,  and  carrying  off  fuch  of  the 
cattle,  as,  notwithftanding  the  orders  of  the 
grand-mafler,  had  not  been  fecured  within  the 
forts  and  towns. 

While  the  Turks  were  thus  employed.  La 
Valette  fent  out  De  Copier,  marfhal  of  the 
order,  with  two  hundred  horfe  and  fix  hundred 
foot,  to  watch  their  motions.  De  Copier,  an 
officer  of  great  experience,  executed  his  com- 
miffion  with  fo  much  prudence  and  vigour,  that 
by  falling  unexpectedly  on  detached  parties,  he 
cut  off  one  thoufand  five  hundred  of  the  Turks, 
with  the  lofs  of  only  about  eighty  men.  But 
La  Vaiette  intended,  by  permitting  thefe  fkir- 
mifhes,  only  to  make  trial  of  his  troops,  and 
to  accuftom  them  to  the  looks  and  ffiouts  of 
the  enemy.  He  confidered,  that  even  fo  fmall 
a  lofs  as  was  occafioned  by  thefe  rencounters, 
was  more  than  he  could  eafily  fupport.  He 
therefore  recalled  De  Copier,  and  fent  the  fol¬ 
diers  and  knights  under  his  command  to  their 
refpe&ive  ports. 

*  The  town  where  the  ftrength  of  the  order  was  con¬ 
centered. 
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E  O^OK  The  Turkifh  general  held  a  council  of  war 
as  foon  as  all  his  troops  were  landed,  to  aflifl 
The  ficge  of  ^rn  refolving  where  he  fhould  begin  his 
St.  Elmo,  attack.  Piali,  agreeably  to  what  he  underflood 
to  have  been  the  Sultan’s  inftruftions,  was  of 
opinion  that  they  ought  not  to  enter  upon 
addon  till  Bragut  fhould  arrive.  But  Muflapha, 
having  received  information  of  the  King  of 
Spain’s  preparations,  thought  that  fomething 
mull  be  done  inflantly  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
fleet ;  which  lay  at  prefent  in  a  creek  where  it 
was  expofed  to  the  violence  of  the  eaft  wind, 
and  might  be  attacked  with  great  advantage 
by  the  Spaniards.  On  this  account  he.  was  of 
opinion,  that  they  Ihould  immediately  lay  fiege 
to  a  fort  called  St.  Elmo,  which  flood  on  a  neck 
of  land  near  II  Borgo,  having  the  principal 
harbour  on  one  fide  of  it,  and  on  the  other, 
another  harbour  large  enough  to  contain  the 
whole  fleet  in  fafety.  This  propofal  was  ap¬ 
proved  by  a  majority  of  the  council,  and  Muf¬ 
tapha  proceeded  without  delay  to  carry  it  into 
execution.  He  vainly  expefled  that  he  would 
Difficulties  be  able  to  reduce  the  fort  in  a  few  days.  But 
Tht'iie^c.  befides  the  valour  with  which  it  was  defended, 
there  were  twro  circumflances  which  greatly 
augmented  the  difficulty  of  his  enterprife ;  one 
of  thefe  was,  that  the  garrilbn  could  eafily 
receive  fupplies  from  the  town,  acrofs  the  great 
harbour,  which  was  fecured  by  two  forts,  called 
2  *  St. 
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St.  Angelo  and  St.  Michael,  or  La  Sangle ;  and 
the  other,  that  his  approaches  to  the  fort  were 
retarded  by  the  nature  of  the  road  leading  to  it, 
which  was  either  a  bare  rock,  or  the  rock  thinly 
covered  with  a  dony  foil.  This  laft  incon¬ 
venience  he  remedied,  by  fubdituting  in  the 
place  of  trenches  a  parapet  formed  of  planks 
and  beams,  covered  on  the  fide  towards  the  fort 
with  earth,  which  they  brought  from  a  didance, 
and  mixed  with  draw  and  rulhes.  By  this  in¬ 
vention  he  was  enabled  to  open  a  battery 
mounted  with  his  larged  cannon,  on  the  dxth 
or  feventh  day  after  his  arrival  on  the  ifland ; 
and  he  quickly  convinced  the  governor,  the 
bailiff  of  Negropont,  that  it  would  be  impof- 
fible  for  him  to  hold  out  long.  Of  this  the 
governor  gave  immediate  information  to  the 
grand-mader,  and  made  choice  of  a  knight  of  sar" 
the  name  of  La  Cerda  for  his  meffenger.  This 
man,  greatly  didurbed  by  fear,  exaggerated  the 
danger  which  he  had  been  fent  to  reprefent, 
and  had  the  imprudence  to  tell  the  grand- 
mader,  in  the  prefence  of  many  of  the  knights, 
that  he  mud  not  expect  that  the  place  would 
fudain  the  dege  above  a  week  longer.  44  And 
what  lofs,”  faid  La  Valette,  44  have  you  re¬ 
ceived  that  makes  you  fo  foon  defpair  ?”  44  The 
fort,”  replied  La  Cerda,  44  is  to  be  confidered 
as  a  dck  perfon,  greatly  reduced,  who  %  mud 
receive  continual  remedies  and  fupplies.”  44  I 
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myfelf,”  anfwered  the  grand-mafter  with  great 
indignation,  “  will  be  the  phyfician ;  and  will 
bring  others  along  with  me,  who,  if  they  can¬ 
not  cure  you  of  your  fear,  will  at  lead;  preferve 
the  fort  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  in¬ 
fidels.” 

La  Valette  did  not  expeft  that  a  place 
which  was  neither  ftrong,  nor  large  enough  to 
admit  a  numerous  garrilbn,  could  be  defended 
long  againft  fo  great  a  force  as  was  employed 
to  reduce  it ;  but  he  thought  it  necefiary  that 
the  fiege  of  this  fort  Ihould  be  prolonged  as 
much  as  poflible,  in  order  to  give  the  viceroy  of 
Sicily  time  to  come  to  his  relief.  With  this 
view  he  refolved  to  throw  himfelf  into  St.  Elmo 
with  a  feledt  body  of  troops ;  and  he  was  pre¬ 
paring  to  fet  out  when  the  whole  body  of 
Knights  remonftrated  with  fuch  earned:  impor¬ 
tunity  againd:  his  leaving  the  town,  that  he  at 
laft  confented  to  fuff'er  the  reinforcement  which 
he  had  prepared,  to  be  conduced  to  the  fort  by 
a  knight  called  De  Medran,  upon  whofe  conduct 
and  intrepidity  he  could  rely  with  the  mod: 
aflured  confidence. 

Not  long  after  De  Medran’s  arrival  in  the 
fort,  the  garrifon  made  a  vigorous  fally,  in 
which  they  drove  the  enemy  from  their  in- 
trenchments,  and  put  a  number  of  them  to 

the 
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the  fword.  But  the  reft  foon  recovered  from 
their  furprife ;  and  having  returned  to  the 
charge,  they  compelled  the  Chriftians  to  re¬ 
tire.  In  this  rencounter,  the  vigorous  efforts 
of  the  Janiffaries  were  favoured  by  the  wind, 
which  blew  the  fmoke  of  the  guns  upon  the 
fort,  and  covered  the  befieged  with  a  thick 
cloud,  through  which  it  was  impoftible  to  dif- 
cern  the  operations  of  the  enemy.  This  inci¬ 
dent  the  Turks  had  the  prefence  of  mind  to 
improve  to  great  advantage.  They  feized, 
unperceived,  upon  the  counterfcarp,  made  g, 
lodgment  there  with  beams,  woolfacks,  and 
gabions ;  and  raffed  a  battery  upon  it  with  in¬ 
credible  expedition.  After  the  fmoke  was  dif- 
perfed,  the  befieged  beheld  what  had  been 
done  with  much  aftonifhment ;  and  they  were 
the  more  difquieted,  as  the  fortification  which 
the  Turks  had  raffed  upon  the  counterfcarp, 
overtopped  a  ravelin  which  lay  near  it,  irt  which 
the  befieged  could  no  longer  appear  with  fafety. 
They  refolved,  however,  to  defend  this  ravelin 
as  long  as  pofiible,  whatever  it  fhould  coft 
them. 


In  the  mean  time  Dragut  and  another  noted  Arrival  of 
corfair  called  Uluchiali  arrived  with  twenty  Dragut‘ 
gallies,  having,  befides  flaves  and  feamen,  two 
thoufand  five  hundred  troops  on  board.  This 
reinforcement  and  the  prefence  of  Dragut  added 
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frefh  vigour  to  the  operations  of  the  fiege.  This 
gallant  corfair  expofed  himfelf  on  all  occafions 
with  the  utmoft  intrepidity ;  fpent  whole  days 
in  the  trenches ;  and  as  befides  his  other  ex¬ 
traordinary  talents,  he  was  particularly  ikilful 
in  the  management  of  artillery,  he  caufed  fome 
new  batteries  to  be  raifed  in  more  advantageous 
fituations  than  had  hitherto  been  made  choice 
of ;  and  kept  up  a  continual  fire  both  upon  the 
ravelin  above  mentioned,  and  a  cavalier  that 
covered  the  fort,  and  was  one  of  its  principal 
defences. 

This  cavalier  foon  became  the  only  defence 
which  could  prevent  the  befiegers  from  coming 
up  to  the  very  foot  of  the  wall.  Some  Turkilh 
engineers  having  approached  the  ravelin  at  day¬ 
break,  to  examine  the  effects  of  their  artillery,- 
they  obferved  a  gun-port  fo  low,  that  one  of 
them,  when  mounted  on  the  fhoulders  of  an¬ 
other,  looked  into  it,  and  faw  the  Chriftian 
foldiers  lying  on  the  ground  afleep.  Of  this  they 
gave  immediate  information  to  the  troops ;  who, 
advancing  as  quickly  and  filently  as  poflible,  and 
clapping  ladders  to  the  gun-hole,  got  up  into 
the  ravelin,  and  cut  moft  of  the  Chriftians  to 
pieces. 

Between  this  ravelin  and  the  cavalier  lay  the 
ditch,  over  which  the  befieged  had  thrown  a 
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temporary  bridge  of  planks,  leading  up  to  the 
cavalier.  The  Turks  perceiving  this,  leapt 
inflantly  upon  the  bridge,  and  attempted  to 
make  themfelves  mailers  of  the  cavalier,  as  they 
had  already  done  of  the  ravelin.  But  the  gar- 
rifon  was  now  alarmed ;  the  bravell  of  the 
Knights  haftened  from  different  quarters  to  the 
poll  of  danger ;  and,  after  an  obllinate  en¬ 
gagement,  they  compelled  the  Turks  to  retire 
into  the  ravelin.  '  There  the  Janiffaries  ob- 
ferving  another  way  of  reaching  the  cavalier, 
by  a  path  from  the  bottom  of  the  ditch,  they 
threw  themfelves  down  without  dread  or  hefita- 
tion ;  and  having  afcended  by  this  path  to  the 
other  fide,  they  renewed  their  attack  with 
greater  fury  than  ever.  The  combat  lalled 
from  fun-rife  till  noon,  when  the  invincible 
bravery  of  the  garrifon  proved  at  lafb  victorious. 
About  twenty  Knights  and  a  hundred  foldiers 
were  killed,  and  near  three  thoufand  of  the 
enemy. 

As  the  ravelin  was  open  on  the  fide  towards 
the  fort,  the  befieged  pointed  fome  cannon 
againll  it,  and  made  great  havoc  among  the 
Infidels.  But  Multapha,  fenlible  of  the  value 
of  the  acquifition  which  he  had  made,  poured 
in  frefh  foldiers  without  number ;  and  the 
pioneers  coming  forward  with  wool-facks, 
planks,  and  gabions,  put  the  troops  at  length 
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in  fafety,  and  made  a  lodgment  in  the  ravelin, 
of  which  the  garrifon  were  never  able  to  dif- 
poffefs  them. 

The  grand-malter’s  concern  on  account  of 
this  difafter  was  greatly  augmented  by  confider- 
ing  that  it  could  not  have  happened  fo  foon, 
without  fome  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  gar¬ 
rifon.  He  fent  them  however  an  immediate 
reinforcement ;  but  both  the  fiege  and  the 
defence  were  carried  on  with  the  fame  vigour 
as  before. 

But  the  fituar’on  of  the  belieged  was  now 
become  much  more  dangerous  than  formerly. 
The  Turks  applied  themfelves  with  unremitting 
diligence  to  heighten  the  ravelin  till  it  overtopped 
the  wall  of  the  fort ;  and  after  this,  the  garrifon 
could  no  longer  appear  upon  the  parapet  with 
fafety.  Many  were  killed  by  the  enemy’s  artil- 
lery.  Several  breaches  were  made  in  different 

J 

parts  of  the  wall,  and  the  hearts  of  the  braveft 
Knights  began  to  fail  within  them.  They  ap¬ 
prehended,  that  ere  long  the  Turkiffi  general 
would  attempt  to  take  the  fort  by  ftorm,  and 
they  dreaded  that  it  would  be  impoffible  for 
fo  fmall  a  number  to  refill  fo  numerous  an 
enemy. 

They  agreed,  therefore,  though  with  much 
reluctance,  to  apply  to  the  grand-mailer  for 
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liberty  to  quit  the  fort ;  and  they  made  choice 
of  the  chevalier  De  Medran  for  their  melfenger. 
De  Medran  reprefented  that  the  fort  was  in 
reality  no  longer  tenable,  and  that  to  continue 
in  it,  though  only  a  few  days,  would  infallibly 
occafion  the  utter  deftruftion  of  the  garrifon. 
That  nothing  could  be  of  greater  advantage  to 
the  Turks  than  fending  the  forces  of  the  Order 
to  a  place  where  there  were  no  fortifications  to 
defend  them ;  that  by  fo  doing,  the  troops  ne- 
celfary  for  the  defence  of  the  other  fortrelfes 
would  foon  be  confumed,  and  thefe  fortrelfes 
become  an  eafy  prey  to  the  enemy.  But  he 
concluded  with  faying,  that,  although  this  was 
the  opinion  of  all  the  garrifon,  he  was  com- 
miflioned  to  declare  to  the  grand-mailer,  that 
whatever  refolution  he  Ihould  form,  they  were 
determined  to  yield  an  implicit  obedience  to  his 
authority. 

Most  of  the  Knights  in  council  thought 
that  this  requell  of  the  garrifon  ought  to  be 
immediately  granted.  But  La  Valette  was  of 
a  contrary  opinion.  The  fort,  he  acknowledged, 
would  not  probably  hold  out  much  longer; 
and  he  lamented  the  fate  of  thofe  gallant  Knights 
and  foldiers  who  were  ftationed  in  fo  perilous 
a  fituation.  But  there  were  cafes,  he  faid,  in 
which  it  was  necelfary  to  facrifice  fome  of  the 
members  for  the  prefervaticn  of  the  body ;  and 
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fuch  he  knew  to  be  the  prefent  critical  (late  of 
their  affairs.  For  he  was  credibly  informed 
that  the  Sicilian  viceroy  had  declared,  that  if 
the  fort  of  St.  Elmo  were  loll,  (as  he  could  not 
then  attack  the  Turks  with  the  fame  advantage 
as  at  prefent,)  he  would  not  expofe  his  fleet  to 
the  riik  of  a  defeat  for  the  fake  of  the  reft  of  the 
illand.  And  on  this  account  La  Vaiette  fub- 
joined,  that  the  prefervation  of  the  Order  de¬ 
pended  almoft  entirely  on  the  length  of  the  pre¬ 
fent  fiege.  This  he  feprefented  to  the  cheva¬ 
lier  De  Medran,  and  fent  him  back  with  in- 
ffructions  to  remind  the  Knights  of  the  vow 
which  they  took  at  their  entrance  into  the  Or¬ 
der,  of  facrincing  their  lives  for  its  defence. 
He  likewife  bade  him  affure  them,  in  his  name, 
that  he  would  not  fail  to  fend  them  fuch  rein¬ 
forcements  as  they  ftiould  ftand  in  need  of, 
and  was  determined,  as  fcon  as  it  fhould  be  ne- 
ceffary,  to  come  himfelf  to  their  affi  fiance,  with 
a  fixed,  unalterable  purpofe  to  lay  down  his  life 
fooner  than  deliver  the  fort  into  the  hands  of  the 
Infidels. 

This  anfwer  had  the  defired  effefi  on  feveral 
of  the  Knights,  and  particularly  on  thofe  whofe 
principles  of  honour  and  attachment  to  the  Or¬ 
der  were  confirmed  by  years.  But  the  greater 
part  of  them  were  much  diffatisfied.  They 
thought  the  •grand-mafter’s  treatment  of  them' 
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harfh  and  cruel,  and  wrote  him  a  letter,  fub- 
fcribed  by  fifty-three,  in  which,  after  repeat¬ 
ing  their  former  requeft,  they  informed  him, 
that  if  he  did  not,  on  the  next  night,  fend 
boats  to  carry  them  to  the  town,  they  were  de¬ 
termined  to  fally  out  into  the  Turkifh  camp, 
where  they  might  fall  honourably  by  the  fword, 
inflead  of  fuffering  fuch  an  ignominious  death 
as  they  had  reafon  to  expert,  if  the  fort  were 
taken  by  florm. 


BOOK. 
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To  this  letter  La  Valette  replied,  “  That  they 
were  much  miflaken,  if  they  expected  to  fatisfy 
their  honour  by  throwing  away  their  lives ; 
fmce  it  was  no  lefs  their  duty  to  fubmit  to  his 
authority,  than  to  facrifice  their  lives  in  defence 
of  the  Order :  that  the  prefervation  of  the  whole 
depended  on  their  prefent  obedience  to  his 
commands :  that  no  aid  was  to  be  expected 
from  Spain,  if  the  fort  were  given  up  ;  and  that 
if  he  fhould  yield  to  their  requeft,  and  bring 
them  to  the  town,  the  town  itfelf  would  then 
be  immediately  invefted,  and  they,  as  well  as 
the  reft,  foon  afterwards  reduced  to  a  fituation 
more  defperate  than  that  from  which  they  were 
fo  folicitous  to  efcape,  by  deferring  an  import¬ 
ant  ftation  which  they  had  undertaken  to  de¬ 
fend.”  Beftdes  this  letter,  he  fent  three  com- 
miffioners  to  examine  the  ftate  of  the  fortifica¬ 
tions  $  intending  by  this  meafure,  either  to  gain 
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time,  or  to  prevent  the  garrifon  from  finking 
into  defpair. 

These  commiffioners  differ  widely  in  the  ac¬ 
counts  which  thev  delivered  at  their  return. 

J 

Two  of  them  thought  it  impoffible  to  defend 
the  fort  much  longer.  But  the  third  named 
Conftantine  Caffriot,  a  Greek  prince,  defcended 
from  the  famous  Albanian  hero,  Sanderbeg, 
whether  from  ignorance,  or  confcioufnefs  of 
greater  refources  in  his  native  courage  than  the 
other  two  poffeffed,  maintained'  that  the  garri¬ 
fon  was  far  from  being  reduced  to  the  laft  ex¬ 
tremity  ;  and  to  give  proof  how  firmly  he  was 
perfuaded  of  the  truth  of  what  he  faid,  he  offer¬ 
ed  to  enter  the  fort  himfelf,  and  to  undertake 
the  defence  of  it  with  luch  troops  as  fhould  be 
willing  to  accompany  him. 

The  grand-maffer,  ffrongly  impreffed  with 
a  lenfe  of  the  necellity  of  protracting  the  fiege, 
immediately  accepted  this  offer,  and  bellowed 
the  highell  encomiums  on  Caftriot’s  zeal  and 
refolution.  Nor  did  Caffriot  find  any  difficulty 
in  perfuading  a  fufficient  number  to  attend  him, 
who  were  no  lefs  zealous  and  refolute  than  him¬ 
felf.  The  foldiers  crowded  to  his  ftandard, 
and  were  emulous  to  have  their  names  inrolled 
for  that  dangerous  fervice  in  which  he  had  en¬ 
gaged. 
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When  La  Valette  faw  the  fpirit  by  which  b 
thefe  men  were  animated,  and  had  no  longer  ^ 
any  doubt  of  being  able,  by  their  means,  to  *s6s- 
prolong  the  liege  of  the  fort,  he  fent  a  letter 
to  the  Knights,  acquainting  them  that  he  was 
now  willing  to  give  them  their  difcharge ;  and 
would  immediately  fend  another  garrifon,  into 
whofe  hands,  he  defired,  they  fhould  be  ready 
to  deliver  up  the  fort,  and  come  themfelves  to 
the  town  in  the  boats  in  which  their  fucceffors 
were  to  be  tranfported.  “  You,  my  brethren,” 
continued  he,  “  may  be  in  greater  fafety  here 
than  in  your  prefent  fituation  ;  and  I  fhall  then 
feel  lefs  anxiety  for  the  prefervation  of  the  fort, 
although  I  think  it  of  fo  great  importance,  that 
on  the  prefervation  of  it,  that  of  our  Order 
feems  entirely  to  depend.” 

The  contents  and  fbyle  of  this  letter  affe£led 
the  Knights  in  the  moll  fenfible  manner,  and 
xoufed  within  them  that  delicate  fenfe  of  ho¬ 
nour,  by  which  the  Order  had  been  fo  long 
and  fo  eminently  dillinguilhed.  They  dreaded 
the  reception  which  they  were  about  to  meet 
with  from  the  grand-mafter  and  the  other 
Knights :  “  And  lhould  this  new  garrifon,” 
faid  they  to  each  other,  “  which  is  appointed 
fo  fucceed  us,  be  fortunate  enough  to  hold  out 
till  the  Spaniards  arrive,  in  what  corner  of  the 
earth  (hall  we  conceal  our  infamy  ?”  They  re- 
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folved  without  hefitation  to  remain  in  the  fort 
till  every  man  Ihould  perilh,  rather  than  either 
deliver  it  to  the  new  garrifon,  or  abandon  it  to 
the  enemy.  And  they  went  in  a  body  to  the 
jrovernor,  and  intreated  him  to  inform  the 
grand-mader  of  their  repentance,  and  to  join 
with  them  in  praying  that  they  might  be  fuffered 
to  wipe  out  the  remembrance  of  their  fault  by 
their  future  conduct. 

The  governor  readily  complied ;  and,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  new  garrifon  from  fetting 
out  in  the  night,  he  difpatched  his  letter  by  a 
noted  fwimmer  before  it  was  dark.  La  Valette 
fecretly  rejoiced  at  this  application ;  but  fent 
word  to  the  governor,  that  he  mull  always  pre¬ 
fer  even  a  body  of  new  troops  to  the  mod  expe¬ 
rienced  warriors,  who  had  refufed  to  fubmit 
to  the  controul  of  military  difcipline.  When 
this  anfwer  was  reported  to  the  Knights,  they 
were  overwhelmed  v/ith  anguifh,  and  had  re- 
courfe  to  the  mod  fubmidive  intreaties  of  for- 
givenefs.  The  grand-mader  fuffered  himfelf  at 
lad  to  be  overcome ;  and  henceforth  the  garri¬ 
fon,  difmiffmg  all  thoughts  of  their  own  fafety, 
were  intent  on  nothing  but  how  to  prolong  the 
defence. 

The  grand-mader  fent  them  every  night 
frefh  troops,  to  fupply  the  place  of  the  killed 
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and  wounded  ;  and  kept  them  well  furnifhed 
with  provisions,  ammunition,  and  fire-works. 
Of  thefe  lad  he  had  invented  a  particular  kind, 
which  confided  of  hoops  of  wood,  covered  with 
wool,  and  deeped  in  boiling  oil,  and  other  in¬ 
flammable  liquors,  mixed  with  nitre  and  gun¬ 
powder.  To  thefe  machines  they  fet  fire,  and 
threw  them  flaming  in  the  midd  of  the  enemy, 
when  they  were  crowded  together  at  an  affault. 
It  happened  often  that  two  or  three  of  the  Turks 
were  hooked  together  and  fcorched  to  death ; 
and  the  utinod  confufion  was  produced  where- 
ever  the  hoops  were  thrown. 

The  befieged  dood  much  in  need  of  thefe, 
and  every  other  indrument  of  mifchief,  that 
could  be  devifed  for  their  defence.  In  fpite  of 
the  mod  vigorous  opposition,  the  Turks  had 
cad  a  bridge  over  the  ditch,  and  begun  to  fap 
and  undermine  the  wall.  From  the  feventeenth 
of  Tune  to  the  fourteenth  of  July,  not  a  Single 
day  palled  without  Some  rencounter ;  and  Muda- 
pha  had  frequently  attempted  to  fcale  the  wall 
of  the  fort,  but  had  been  as  often  repulfed 
with  the  lofs  of  Some  of  the  braved  of  his 
troops. 

Ashamed  at  having  been  detained  So  long 
before  a  place  of  Such  inconfiderable  drength, 
he  refolved  to  make  one  great  decifive  effort, 
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and  to  bring  to  the  afiault  as  many  of  his  forces 
as  the  fituation  of  the  place  would  permit  him 
to  employ.  He  had  already  made  feveral 
breaches :  but  in  order  to  fecure  the  fuccefs  of 
the  aflault  which  he  now  intended,  he  kept  his 
batteries  playing  all  the  fifteenth  without  inter- 
million,  till  the  wall  on  that  fide  where  he  de- 
figned  his  attack  was  almofl  level  with  the 
rock.  On  the  fixteenth  the  fleet  was  drawn  up 
before  fun-rife  as  near  the  fort  as  the  depth  of 
the  water  would  allow ;  four  thoufand  mufket- 
eers  and  archers  were  ftationed  in  the  trenches ; 
and  the  reft  of  the  troops,  upon  a  fignal  given, 
advanced  to  the  breach.  The  garrifon  was 
prepared  to  receive  them.  The  breach  was 
lined  with  feveral  ranks  of  foldiers,  having  the 
Knights  interfperfed  among  them  at  certain 
diftances.  The  Turks  attempted  often  to  break 
through  this  determined  band,  and  to  over¬ 
power  them  with  their  numbers.  But  their 
numbers  fervcd  only  to  augment  the  lofs  which 
they  fuftained.  Every  {hot  from  the  fort  did 
execution.  The  artillery  made  dreadful  havoc 
among  them,  and  the  burning  hoops  were  em¬ 
ployed  with  aftonifhing  fuccefs.  The  novelty 
of  thefe  machines,  and  the  fnrieks  of  thofe  who 
were  caught  in  them,  added  greatly  to  the  ter¬ 
ror  which  they  infpired,  and  made  it  impoflible 
for  the  Turkifh  officers  to  keep  their  men  firm 
and  fteady  in  purfuing  the  advantages  which, 
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had  they  preferved  their  ranks,  their  numbers 
muft  have  infallibly  fecured. 

At  length  Muftapha,  after  having  continued 
the  affault  for  more  than  fix  hours,  without  gain¬ 
ing  a  fmgle  inch  of  ground  on  the  befieged,  gave 
orders  for  founding  a  retreat. 

In  this  attack  the  garrifon  loft  about  twenty 
knights  and  three  hundred  foldiers  $  but  this 
lofs  was  immediately  fupplied  by  a  reinforce¬ 
ment  from  the  town  :  and  Muftapha  was  at 
laft  convinced,  that,  unlefs  the  communication 
between  the  fort  and  the  town  were  cut  off,  it 
would  be  impoffible  to  bring  the  fiege  of  the 
former  to  a  period,  while  any  troops  remained 
in  any  other  part  of  the  illand.  By  the  advice 
of  Dragut  he  refolved  to  extend  his  trenches 
and  batteries,  on  the  fide  next  to  the  town,  till 
they  fnould  reach  to  that  part  of  the  fea,  or 
great  harbour,  where  thofe  fupplies  were  landed 
which  the  grand-mafter  daily  fent  to  the  gar¬ 
rifon.  This  undertaking,  he  knew,  muft  be 
attended  with  the  utmoft  difficulty,  becaufe 
all  the  fpace  between  his  entrenchments  and 
the  point  to  which  it  was  neceffary  to  extend 
them,  lay  expofed  to  the  artillery  both  of  Fort 
St.  Elmo  and  St.  Angelo.  In  viewing  the 
ground,  a  Sangiac,  in  whom  he  put  confidence, 
was  killed  by  his  fide ;  and,  which  was  ftill  a. 
Vol.  I.  P  more 
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more  irreparable  lofs,  Dragut  received  a  mortal 
wound,  of  which  he  died  in  a  few  days b.  This 
did  not  however  difcourage  Muftapha  from 
purfuing  his  defign.  By  employing  his  troops 
and  pioneers  at  the  work  day  and  night  with¬ 
out  intermifiion,  he  at  length  carried  it  into  ex-  ( 
ecution.  Then  having  planted  batteries  along 
the  fhore,  and  filled  his  trenches  with  mufke- 
teers,  it  was  impoffible  for  any  boat  to  pafs 
from  the  town  to  the  fort,  without  the  moft 
imminent  danger  of  either  being  funk  or  inter¬ 
cepted. 

The  garri-  After  this  precaution,  he  refumed  with  frefh 
;;;r:rd  vigour  his  attempt  to  take  the  fort  by  ftorm. 
extremity.  Qn  twenty-firfl,  he  made  four  different 

affaults ;  all  of  which  the  garrifon  withflood, 
and,  in  repulfmg  fo  many  thoufand  brave  and 
well-difciplined  troops,  difplayed  a  degree  of 
prowefs  and  fortitude  which  almofl  exceeds  be¬ 
lief,  and  is  beyond  the  power  of  defcription. 
But  this  heroic  garrifon  was  now  exceedingly 
reduced  in  number  ;  and  there  was  the  ftrongeft 
reafon  to  apprehend,  that,  in  one  affault  more, 
they  muff  inevitably  be  overpowered,  unlefs  a 
reinforcement  were  fent  them  from  the  town. 
Of  their  defperate  fituation  they  gave  intelli- 

b  He  was  wounded  in  the  head  by  the  fplintersof  a  done, 
which  was  beat  to  pieces  by  a  cannon-fhot  from  Fort  St. 
Angelo. 
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gence  to  the  grand-mafter,  by  one  who  fwam 
acrofs  the  harbour  in  the  night.  The  boats  were 
inftantly  filled  with  knights  and  other  foldiers, 
who  generoufly  refolved  to  devote  themfelves  to 
certain  deftru&ion,  for  the  general  fafety  and  the 
prefervation  of  the  fort.  They  fet  off  from  the 
town  with  as  much  alacrity  as  if  they  had  enter¬ 
tained  the  moft  fanguine  hopes  of  victory  ;  but 
they  found  the  Turks  every  where  fo  much 
upon  their  guard,  and  the  lines  fo  ftrongly  de¬ 
fended,  that,  after  feveral  fruitlefs  attempts  to 
land,  they  were  at  laft  obliged  to  return,  de- 
preifed  with  forrow  for  the  fate  of  their  brave 
companions. 


BOOK 


The  garrifon  now  defpairing  of  relief,  gave 
themfelves  up  for  loft ;  but  inftead  of  their  ca¬ 
pitulating,  or  attempting  to  efcape,  they  pre¬ 
pared  for  death,  and  paffed  the  night  in  prayer, 
and  in  receiving  the  facrament ;  after  which, 
they  embraced  one  another  tenderly,  and  then 
repaired  to  their  refpeftive  pofts ;  while  fuch  of 
the  wounded  as  had  been  difabled  from  walk¬ 
ing,  were,  at  their  own  earned:  defire,  carried 
to  the  fide  of  the  breach,  where  they  waited, 
without  difmay,  for  the  approach  of  the  Turkifh 
army. 


Early  in  the  morning  of  the  twenty-third  of  st.  Elmo 
July,  the  Turks  advanced  to  the  affault,  with 
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loud  fhouts  as  to  certain  victorv,  which  they 
believed  fo  fmall  a  handful  of  men  as  now  re¬ 
mained  in  the  fort  would  not  dare  to  difpute 
with  them.  In  this  expectation  they  were  dif- 
appointed.  The  garrifon  being  refolved  on 
death,  and  defpifmg  danger,  were  more  than 
men,  and  exerted  a  degree  of  prowefs  and  va¬ 
lour  that  filled  their  enemies  with  amazement. 
The  combat  lafted  upwards  of  four  hours,  till 
not  only  every  knight,  but  every  folder  had 
fallen,  except  two  or  three  who  faved  them- 
felves  by  fwimming.  The  T urkifii  colours  wrere 
then  planted  on  the  ramparts  ;  and  the  fleet 
entered  the  harbour  which  the  fort  commanded 
in  a  kind  of  triumph.  When  Muftapha  took  a 
view  of  the  fort,  and  examined  its  fize  and 
fortifications,  he  could  not  refrain  from  fav- 
ing,  “  What  will  not  the  father  coft  us,  (mean¬ 
ing  the  town,)  when  the  fon,  who  is  fo  fmall, 
has  coft  fo  many  thouiands0  of  our  bravefl: 
troops  r”  But  this  reflection,  far  from  exciting 
his  admiration  of  that  heroic  fortitude  which  he 
had  found  fo  difficult  to  overcome,  ferved  only 
to  infpire  him  with  a  brutal  fury.  He  ordered 
all  fuch  of  the  garrifon  as  were  found  lving  on 
the  breach  alive,  to  be  ripped  open,  and  their 
hearts  torn  out.  And  -aS  an  infult  on  the 
knights  and  their  religion,  he  caufed  their  dead 
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bodies  to  be  fearched  for,  and  large  gafhes  to  be 
made  in  them,  in  the  form  of  a  crofs,  after  which 
he  tied  them  on  planks,  and  threw  them  into  the 
fea,  to  be  carried  by  the  wind  and  tide  to  the 
town,  or  Fort  St.  Angelo. 

The  grand-mafler  was  at  firft  melted  into 
tears  at  this  fhocking  fpectacle  ;  but  his  grief 
was  foon  converted  into  indignation  and  re¬ 
venge  ;  and  thefe  pafiions  betrayed  him  into  an 
adtion  unworthy  of  the  exalted  character  which 
he  bore.  In  order  to  teach  the  Balha,  as  he  pre¬ 
tended,  to  make  war  with  lefs  barbarity,  he  caufed 
all  the  Turks  whom  he  had  taken  prifoners  to 
be  malfacred ;  and  then,  putting  their  heads  into 
his  largeft  cannon,  he  fhotthem  into  the  Turkifh 
camp. 

In  the  fiege  which  has  been  related,  the  Order 
loft  about  one  thoufand  five  hundred  men,  in¬ 
cluding  one  hundred  and  thirty  of  the  braveft 
knights.  The  grand-mafter  was  deeply  affected 
at  fo  great  a  lofs  ;  but  he  wifely  diffembled  his 
concern,  and  wearing  ftill  the  fame  magnani¬ 
mous  and  intrepid  afpedt  as  before,  he  infpired 
all  the  troops  that  remained,  with  a  fixed,  unal¬ 
terable  refolution,  to  defend  the  town  and  the 
other  forts  to  the  laft  extremity. 

Mustapha  vainly  imagined,  that,  being  inti¬ 
midated  by  the  fate  of  their  companions,  they 
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book  would  be  now  inclined  to  liften  to  terms  of  ca- 

VI. 

pitulation ;  and  in  this  hope  he  fent  an  officer 
'56S'  with  a  white  flag  to  one  of  the  gates,  attended 
by  a  Chriflian  have,  defigned  to  ferve  for  his  in¬ 
terpreter.  The  Turk  was  not  allowed  to  enter 
within  the  town  ;  but  the  Chriltian  was  admitted, 
and  was  led  through  feveral  ranks  of  foldiers  un¬ 
der  arms  by  an  officer,  who,  after  ffiewing  him 
all  the  fortifications  of  the  place,  defired  him  to 
take  partticular  notice  of  the  depth  and  breadth 
of  the  ditch,  and  faid  to  him,  “  See  there,  the 
only  fpot  we  can  afford  your  general ;  and  there 
we  hope  foon  to  bury  him  and  all  his  Ja¬ 
nuaries.” 

This  infulting  fpeech  being  reported  by  the 
Have,  excited  in  the  fiery  mind  of  the  Baffia 
the  higheft  degree  of  wrath  and  indignation, 
and  made  him  refolve  to  exert  himfelf  to  the 
utmoft  in  the  profecution  of  the  fiege.  His 
troops,  though  greatly  diminifhed,  were  ftill 
iufficient  to  inveft  at  once  both  the  town  and 
the  fort  of  St.  Michael d.  He  kept  a  conftant 
fire  on  both ;  but  he  intended  firff  to  apply 
himfelf  chiefly  to  the  reduction  of  the  lattei’, 

d  They  are  fituated  on  two  promontories  that  run  out  into 
the  great  harbour,  and  are  feparated  from  each  other  by  a 
channel,  where  the  gallies  belonging  to  the  Order  lay,  and 
the  mouth  of  which  was  ftrongly  fecured  on  each  fide  by 
batteries. 

which 
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which  he  propofed  to  attack  both  by  land  and 
water,  at  the  extremity  of  the  peninfula e  on 
which  it  (lands.  In  order  to  accompliffi  this 
defign,  it  was  neceffary  he  (hould  have  fome 
(hipping  introduced  into  the  harbour,  for 
tranfporting  his  forces.  But  the  mouth  of  the 
harbour  having  been  rendered  inacceffible  by  a 
great  iron  chain,  and  the  cannon  of  St.  Angelo, 
his  defign  mud  have  been  relinquiffied,  if  Piali 
had  not  fuggefted  an  expedient  againft  which 
the  grand-mafter  had  not  provided.  This  was 
to  make  the  Chriftian  (laves  and  the  crews  of 
the  (hips  draw  a  number  of  boats,  by  the 
(Irength  of  their  arms,  over  the  neck  of  land 
on  which  (lood  Fort  St.  Elmo.  Of  this  propo- 
fal,  which  Muftapha  immediately  adopted,  in¬ 
formation  was  carried  to  the  grand-mafter  by  a 
Turkilh  officer,  who,  being  by  birth  a  Greek, 
was  touched  fuddenly  with  remorfe,  and  de- 
ferted  to  the  Chriftians.  In  confequence  of  this 
intelligence.  La  Valette  fet  a  great  number 
of  hands  to  work  in  framing  a  ftacado  along 
that  part  of  the  promontory  where  the  Turks 
intended  their  attack ;  and  at  another  part, 
where  the  depth  of  the  water,  or  the  hardnefs  of 
the  bottom  would  not  admit  of  the  ftacado, 
he  ordered  ftrong  intrenchments  to  be  made 
upon  the  breach.  -  Muftapha,  in  the  mean  time. 
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fired  incefiantly  upon  the  fort,  while  the  Haves 
and  crews  were  employed  in  tranfporting  the 
boats  over  land  into  the  harbour.  At  length 
the  Bafha,  judging  that  the  number  of  boats 
which  he  had  tranfported  v/ould  be  lufficient, 
and  that  the  breaches  which  his  artillery  had 
made  were  practicable,  refolved  without  farther 
delay  to  make  an  attack  both  by  fea  and  land. 
He  was  the  more  confident  of  fuccefs,  as,  fince 
the  taking  of  St.  Elmo,  he  had  received  a  con- 
Hafcem,  fiderable  reinforcement,  bv  the  arrival  of  Elaf- 
barotfa.  cem,  fon  of  Barbarolfa,  with  two"  thoufand  five 
hundred  feledl  foldiers,  commonly  called  the 
Bravoes  of  Algiers.  Hafcem,  who  polfeffed  a 
confiderable  lhare  of  his  father’s  fire,  and  was 
ambitious  to  diftinguilh  himfelf  in  the  fervice 
of  the  Sultan,  begged  of  Muftapha  to  intruft 
him  with  the  affault  of  Fort  St.  Michael ;  and 
vaunted,  with  his  natural  arrogance,  that  he 
Would  focn  make  himfelf  mailer  of  it  fword  in 
hand.  The  Bafha,  whether  from  an  opinion 
of  his  valour,  or  an  intention  to  teach  him  at  his 
own  expence  the  folly  of  his  prefumption,  rea¬ 
dily  complied  with  his  requell ;  and  having 
added  fix  thoufand  men  to  his  Algerines,  he 
promifed  to  fupport  him  with  the  reft  of  his 
army. 

Hascem  divided  his  forces  with  Candelilfa, 
an  old  corfair,  his  lieutenant  ;  to  whom  he 
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committed  the  attack  by  fea,  whilft  he  referved  book 
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that  on  the  land  fide  to  himfelf.  c. _ h  j 

*565* 

Candelissa,  having  put  his  troops  on  board  Candeliffa 
the  boats,  fet  out  with  drums  beating,  and  wiPthgrtat 
hautboys  and  other  mufical  inftruments  play-  flaushter* 
ing,  preceded  by  a  boat  filled  with  Mahome¬ 
tan  priefts,  fome  of  whom  were  employed  in 
offering  prayers  to  Heaven  for  his  fuccefs,  or 
in  finging  hymns ;  while  others  had  books  in 
their  hands  out  of  which  they  read  imprecations 
againft  the  Chriftians.  Candeliffa  attempted 
firft  to  break  down  the  ftacado  which  had  been 
formed  to  obftruct  his  landing ;  but  finding  it 
much  ftronger  than  he  expe&ed,  and  that, 
while  he  was  employed  in  demolifning  it,  his 
troops  muff  fuffer  greatly  from  the  enemy’s 
fire,  he  thought  it  would  be  eafier  to  make  a 
defcent  on  that  part  of  the  fhore  which  the 
grand-mafler  had  ftrengthened  with  intrench- 
rnents.  At  this  important  poft  the  Chriftian 
troops  were  commanded  by  an  ancient  knight 
of  the  name  of  Guimaran.  This  experienced 
officer  referved  his  fire  till  the  Turks  had  ad¬ 
vanced  within  a  little  diftance  of  the  fnore, 
when  by  a  fingle  difcharge.  he  killed  about 
four  hundred  men.  This  did  not  prevent  the 
reft  from  approaching.  Candeliffa  puffied  for¬ 
wards  while  the  Chriftians  were  loading  their 
cannon,  and  landed  at  the  head  of  his  Alge¬ 
rines. 


318 

BOOK 

VI. 

^  11 

Ijcij. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF 

lines.  But  Guimaran,  having  referved  fome 
cannon  charged  with  grape-fnot,  did  dreadful 
execution  among  them  after  they  had  landed, 
and  many  of  them  began  to  fly  to  their  boats  ; 
which  Candelifia  obferving,  he  commanded  the 
boats  to  be  put  off  to  a  little  diflance  from 
the  Ihore.  His  troops,  perceiving  then  that 
they  mull  either  die  or  conquer,  took  courage 
from  defpair,  and  advanced  boldly  to  the  in- 
trenchment,  with  ladders  for  fcaling  it  in  one 
hand,  and  their  fabres  in  the  other.  The  com¬ 
batants  on  both  fides  difplayed  the  molt  intrepid 
valour.  Great  numbers  fell,  and  the  ditch 
was  choaked  with  blood,  and  with  the  bodies 
of  the  dead  and  wounded.  The  Turks  at  lafl, 
after  an  engagement  of  five  hours,  reached  the 
top  of  the  intrenchment,  and  there  planted 
their  enfigns.  The  Knights,  flung  with  fharne 
on  account  of  their  retreat,  returned  with  re¬ 
doubled  ardour.  But  they  would  probably 
have  been  overpowered  by  the  fuperior  number 
of  the  enemy,  had  not  the  grand-mafier  fent 
them  a  feafonable  reinforcement,  under  the 
Admiral  de  Giou,  and  the  Chevalier  de  Quiney ; 
who  fell  upon  the  Algerines  and  Turks  with 
a  degree  of  fury  that  flruck  terror  into  Can- 
delifla  himfelf,  who  was  noted  for  his  intrepidity. 
Having  ordered  the  boats  to  be  brought  nearer 
the  fliore,  he  was  among  the  firfl  who  fled. 
His  bravoes  fought  defperately  for  fome  time 
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after  he  had  left  them;  but  were  at  length 
thrown  down  from  the  intrenchments,  and 
compelled  to  fly  to  their  boats  with  the  utmofl 
precipitation.  The  Chrillians  purfued  them,  and 
the  batteries  continued  firing  on  them  without 
intermiflion.  Many  of  the  boats  were  funk; 
the  water  was  covered  with  dead  bodies,  man¬ 
gled  limbs,  fhields,  and  helmets.  Of  the  four 
thoufand  who  had  been  fent  on  this  enterprize, 
fcarcely  five  hundred  remained,  and  many  of 
thefe  were  dangeroufly  wounded. 

% 

Hascem  was  not  more  fortunate  in  his  aflault 
by  land,  than  Candelifla  was  by  fea.  After 
having  been  repulfed  at  one  breach  with  great 
flaughter,  he  rallied  his  troops,  and  led  them 
on  to  another,  where  he  fought  long  and  defpe- 
rately,  till  moll  of  the  bravoes  having  fallen  by 
his  fide,  he  was  obliged,  with  much  reluctance 
and  forrow,  to  found  a  retreat. 

Mustapha,  not  unmindful  of  his  promife 
to  fupport  him,  no  fooner  perceived  him  begin¬ 
ning  to  retire,  than  he  ordered  the  Janiflaries, 
whom  he  had  ket>t  under  arms,  to  advance. 
The  garrifon  had  maintained  an  engagement 
with  Hafcem  for  five  hours,  in  the  middle  of 
the  day,  and  in  the  hotted  feafon  of  the  year ; 
yet,  as  if  they  had  not  been  fubject  to  the  wants 
and  weaknefies  of  humanity,  they  advanced 
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book  beyond  the  breach  to  meet  the  Janiffaries,  and 
-1  j  fought  apparently  with  as  much  vigour  and 
JS6S-  fortitude  as  before.  By  the  power  of  fuperior 
numbers  they  were  compelled  to  fall  back 
within  the  breach.  But  there  they  made  the 
moll  defperate  refiftance  ;  and,  being  reinforced 
by  De  Giou  and  De  Guiney,  with  the  troops 
which  had  triumphed  over  Gandelilfa,  they  at 
laft  repulfed  the  Janiffaries  with  dreadful  llaugh- 
ter ;  after  having  loll  more  than  forty  knights, 
and  two  hundred  of  the  bravelt  of  the  common 
men. 


The  fiegeof 
II  Borgo, 
and  St.  Mi. 
chael  car¬ 
ried  on  at 
the  fame 
time. 


Mustapha,  enraged  by  this  invincible  ob- 
llinacy  which  the  Chriltians  difplayed  in  their 
defence,  and  dreading  that  the  Spanilh  fuc- 
cours,  which  had  been  already  delayed  much 
longer  than  he  expected,  might  foon  arrive, 
refolved  now  to  employ  his  whole  force  at  once, 
and,  while  he  himfelf  profecuted  the  fiege  of 
Fort  St.  Michael  with  one  half  of  his  troops,  to 
employ  the  other,  under  Piali,  aginll  the  town. 
More  batteries  were  railed.  The  trenches  were 
advanced  Hill  nearer  than  before.  Bridges  of 
fail-yards  and  malls  were  thrown  over  the 
ditches.  Mines,  notwithllanding  the  hard  and 
rocky  foil,  were  fprung.  Affaults  were  repeated 
without  number,  and  the  two  Balhas,  emulous 
of  one  another,  and  each  of  them  agitated  with 
continual  anxiety  left  victory  fhould  declare  firft 
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for  his  competitor,  exhibited  the  mod  Alining  book 
proof  of  perfonal  courage,  and  exhauded  all  .  V1  , 
the  art  of  war  then  known  in  the  world.  Yet,  1565. 
through  the  determined  bravery  of  the  knights, 
condu&ed  by  the  grand-mader  with  confum- 
mate  prudence  and  indefatigable  vigilance,  the 
Turks  were  baffled  in  every  attempt,  and  re- 
pulfed  with  daughter.  Mudapha  flattered  him- 
felf  once  with  the  mod  fanguine  hopes  of  fuccefs 
on  his  part,  made  a  machine,  invented  by  his 
principal  engineer,  in  the  form  of  a  huge  calk, 
bound  Arongly  with  iron  hoops,  and  filled  with 
gun-powder,  nails,  chains,  bullets,  and  fuch 
other  indruments  of  death.  After  fetting  fire 
to  a  train  which  was  fadened  to  this  machine,  it 
was  thrown  by  the  force  of  an  engine,  upon  a 
ravelin  that  was  the  principal  defence  of  the  fort. 

But  the  garrifon,  undifmayed,  found  means,  be¬ 
fore  it  caught  fire,  to  cad  it  out  again  into  the 
midd  of  the  aflailants.  In  a  moment  after¬ 
wards  it  burd  with  dreadful  fury,  and  filled  the 
Turks  with  confiernation.  The  knights  then 
fallied  out  upon  them  fvvord  in  hand,  and  taking 
advantage  of  their  confufion,  killed  many  of 
them,  and  put  the  red  to  flight. 


Piali  had,  on  fome  occafions,  dill  more  Succefsof 
reafon  than  Mudapha  to  entertain  the  hopes  of 
victory,  although  the  town  was  much  dronger 
{han  the  fort,  and  La  Valette  commanded  there 
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B  K  in  perfon.  By  his  batteries  he  had  demolilhed 
all  the  out-works  of  the  place,  and  had  made 
Ii65‘  an  immenfe  breach  in  the  wall.  While  his 
troops  were  engaged  in  a  furious  affault,  that 
engroffed  the  whole  attention  of  the  befieged 
from  morning  till  night,  he  employed  a  great 
number  of  pioneers  in  raifmg  a  cavalier  or  plat¬ 
form  of  earth  and  Hones,  clofe  by  the  breach, 
and  fo  high  as  to  overlook  the  parapet.  Night, 
in  the  mean  time,  came  on,  and  prevented 
him  from  carrying  any  farther  this  great  ad¬ 
vantage  ;  but  he  doubted  not  that  next  day  he 
fhould  be  able  to  make  himfelf  mailer  of  the 
place. 


The  wif- 
riom  and 
intrepidity 
of  the 
grand* 
roafter. 


As  foon  as  he  had  drawn  off  his  forces,  a 
council  of  the  Order  was  convened,  and  moll 
of  the  knights  were  of  opinion  that  the  town 
was  no  longer  tenable ;  that  the  fortifications 
which  Hill  remained  Ihould  be  blown  up,  and 
that  the  garrifon  and  inhabitants  Ihould  retire 
into  the  caltle  of  St.  Angelo.  But  the  grand- 
mailer  received  this  propofal  with  horror  and 
indignation.  “  This  would  be  in  effect,”  faid 
he,  “  to  deliver  the  whole  illand  into  the  hands 
of  the  Infidels.  Fort  St.  Michael,  which  has 
been  fo  gallantly  defended,  and  which  is  pre- 
ferved  by  its  communication  with  the  town, 
would  thus  be  foon  reduced  to  the  necellity  of 
furrendering.  There  is  no  room  in  the  caltle 
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of  St.  Angelo  for  the  inhabitants  and  troops ; 
nor,  if  there  were  room,  is  there  water  in  that 
fort  for  fo  great  a  number.”  It  was  then  pro- 
pofed  that  at  lead;  the  relics  of  the  faints  and  the 
ornaments  of  the  churches  lhould  be  carried 
into  the  caftle ;  and  the  knights  earneftly  in- 
treated  the  grand-mailer  to  retire  into  it  him- 
felf,  alluring  him  that  they  would  conduct  the 
defence  with  the  utmoll  vigour  and  vigilance. 
<e  No,  my  brethren,”  he  replied,  “  what  you 
propofe  as  to  the  facred  things,  would  ferve 
only  to  intimidate  the  foldiers.  We  mull  con¬ 
ceal  our  apprehenfions.  It  is  here  we  mull 
either  die  or  conquer.  And  is  it  poflible  that  I, 
at  the  age  of  feventy-one,  can  end  my  life  fo 
honourably,  as  in  lighting,  together  with  my 
friends  and  brethren,  againll  the  implacable 
enemies  of  our  holy  faith?”  He  then  told  them 
what  he  thought  proper  to  be  done,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  inllantly  to  put  it  in  execution.  Having 
called  all  the  foldiers  from  Fort  St.  Angelo, 
except  a  few  who  were  necelfary  for  managing 
the  artillery,  he  employed  them  and  the  inhabitants 
all  night,  in  throwing  up  intrenchments  within 
the  breach  ;  after  which  he  fent  out  fome  of  the 
bravell  knights,  with  a  feledl  body  of  troops, 
to  make  an  attempt  on  the  cavalier.  Thefe 
men  Hole  foftly  along  the  foot  of  the  wall  till 
they  arrived  at  the  place  appointed ;  when  they 
fet  up  a  loud  Ihout,  and  attacked  the  guards 
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book  whom  Piali  had  left  there,  with  fo  much  fury, 
that  the  Turks,  believing  the  whole  garrifon 
had  fallen  upon  them,  abandoned  their  poll, 
and  fled  precipitately  to  their  cauip. 

The  cavalier  was  immediately  fortified,  a 
battery  of  cannon  planted  on  it,  and  a  parapet 
raifed  on  the  fide  towards  the  enemy.  And 
thus  the  breach  was  rendered  impracticable ; 
the  town  put  in  greater  fecurity  than  before  5 
and  a  work,  which  had  been  devifed  for  its 
deflruction,  converted  into  a  bulwark  for  its 
defence. 


Ungenerous 
conduft  of 
Philip. 

Aug.  24. 


The  grand-mafter  had  now  greater  confi¬ 
dence  than  ever  of  being  able  to  hold  out  till 
the  Spaniards  fhould  come  to  his  relief.  In 
confequence  of  the  aflurances  given  by  Philip, 
and  the  Sicilian  viceroy,  he  had,  long  before 
this  time,  entertained  the  hopes  of  their  ar<- 
rival,  and  had  often  earneftly  folicited  the 
viceroy  to  haften  his  departure  from  Medina. 
The  conduct  of  this  nobleman  was  long  ex¬ 
ceedingly  myfterious.  The  patience  of  the 
knights  was  worn  out  by  his  delays  ;  and  they, 
and  many  others,  fufpefted  that  the  real  motive 
of  his  conduct  was  the  dread  of  encountering 
with  an  admiral  of  fo  great  a  reputation  as 
Piali.  But  it  afterwards  appeared  that  the 
viceroy  had  aCted  agreeably  to  his  inftruc- 
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tions  from  the  court  of  Spain.  For  although 
Philip  was,  for  the  reafons  above  mentioned, 
fmcerely  interefled  in  the  prefervation  of  the- 
knights,  and  had  amufed  them  with  the  mofl 
flattering  promifes  of  afliftance,  yet  he  feems 
from  the  firft  to  have  refolved  not  to  expofe 
himfelf  to  danger  on  their  account,  and  to  avoid, 
if  poffible,  a  general  engagement. 

A  generous  and  grateful  prince  would  have 
afted  very  differently  towards  an  ally  fo  defend¬ 
ing  of  his  fupport ;  and  if  either  generofity  or 
gratitude  had  been  the  leading  principle  of  Phi¬ 
lip’s  conduct,  it  is  probable  he  would,  on  this 
occafion,  have  regarded  the  knights  as  his  own. 
fubje&s ;  and  have  thought  it  no  lefs  incum¬ 
bent  on  him  to  exert  himfelf  in  their  defence, 
than  if  they  had  acknowledged  him  for  their  fo- 
vereign. 

But  Philip  was  affe&ed  by  the  danger  only 
fo  far  as  it  threatened  the  tranquillity  of  his 
own  dominions.  He  had  refolved  to  interpofe 
in  their  behalf,  rather  than  to  fuffer  them  to  be 
overpowered ;  but  he  appears  to  have  been 
very  little  touched  with  their  calamities;  and 
to  have  intended  to  leave  them  to  themfelves, 
as  long  as  there  was  any  profpeci:  of  their  being 
able  to  make  refinance ;  by  doing  which  he 
confidered,  that  he  would  not  only  preferve  his 
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own  ftrength  entire,  but  might  afterwards  en¬ 
gage  with  the  Turks,  when  they  were  exhaufled 
by  the  operations  of  the  fiege. 

Philip  adhered  inflexibly  to  this  plan,  not- 
withflanding  the  grand-mafter’s  repeated  im¬ 
portunities,  much  longer  than  was  confident 
even  with  his  own  felfifh  views.  For,  without 
a  degree  of  fortitude  and  prowefs  on  the  part 
of  the  garrifon,  and  a  degree  of  wifdom,  vigi¬ 
lance,  and  magnanimity,  on  that  of  the  grand- 
malter,  infinitely  higher  than  there  could  be 
reafon  to  expect,  it  mud  have  been  impoflible 
for  fuch  a  handful  of  men  to  have  withftood, 
for  fo  long  a  time,  fo  great  a  force,  and  fuch 
mighty  efforts  as  were  employed  to  reduce 
them.  Even  the  death  of  the  grand-mafter 
alone,  whofe  perfon  was  expofed  to  perpetual 
danger,  would  have  proved  fatal  to  the  knights, 
long  before  Philip  fent  orders  to  his  viceroy 
to  give  them  any  effectual  fupport ;  and  in  this 
cafe,  as  his  own  dominions  or  his  fleet  would 
have  been  immediately  attacked,  he  would 
probably  have  had  little  reafon  to  be  fatisfied 
with  the  timid,  ungenerous  counfels  which  he 
purfued. 

\  '  . 

Whatever  judgment  may  be  formed  on  this 
head,  the  viceroy  did  not  think  himfelf  at  li¬ 
berty  to  yield  to  the  repeated  applications  of 
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the  grand-mafter,  till  the  operations  of  the  fiege  B  K 

began  to  relax,  and  the  Turkifh  forces  were  re-  - - — « 

due ed  from  forty-five  thoufand  to  fifteen  or  fix-  ‘s6*- 
teen  thoufand  ;  of  whom  many  were  worn  out 
with  the  fatigues  which  they  had  undergone, 
and  others  rendered  unfit  for  adlion  by  a  bloody 
flux,  which  for  feveral  weeks  had  raged  amongft 
them. 

*  \  _ 

In  this  fituation  of  aft'aifs,  when  it  was  proba¬ 
ble  that  the  knights  would,  without  afliftance, 
have  compelled  the  Turks  to  raife  the  fiege,  the 
viceroy  let  the  grand-mafter  know  that  he  had 
now  received  fuch  inftructions  from  the  King,  as 
put  it  in  his  power  to  fliew  his  attachment  to  the 
Order ;  that  he  Was  not  indeed  permitted  to  at¬ 
tack  the  Turkifh  fleet ;  but  that  he  would  im¬ 
mediately  bring  him  a  ftrong  body  of  troops, 
whofe  commanders  (as  he  himfelf  muft  return 
to  Sicily)  were  to  be  entirely  fubjecl  to  the 
grand-mafter’s  authority,  till  the  enemy  fhould 
be  expelled.  -  •  ' 


The  viceroy,  although  ftill  fufpected  of  in-  Arrival  of 
terpofing  unneceflary  delays,  at  length  fulfilled 
'  his  promife ;  and  on  the  feventh  of  September 
landed  fix  thoufand  men,  under  Don  Alvara  ' 
de  Sande  c  and  Afcanio  della  Corna,  in  that 

6  This  is  1;he  fame  nobleman  whole  valiant  defence  of  the 
fort  of  Gerba  is  deferibedin  Book  IV.  p.  102. 

Q  ^ 


part 


22? 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF 


B  vf  K  Part  t^le  which  lay  at  the  greated  dif- 

— -v— w  tance  from  the  Turks  ;  after  which  he  immedi- 
I565'  ately  carried  back  the  fleet  to  Sicily. 


The  Turkilh  baflias  had  been  perfuaded  by 
their  fpies,  that  the  viceroy’s  intention  was  to 
land  his  troops  at  the  caftle  of  St.  Angelo ;  and 
to  prevent  this,  Piali  had  lain  feveral  days  at  An¬ 
chor  before  the  great  port,  after  having  blocked 
up  the  entrance  into  it  by  a  chain  of  fail-yards, 
piles,  and  boats. 


The  liege 
raifed,  and 
the  depar¬ 
ture  of  the 
Tu.ks. 


In  the  mean  time,  intelligence  being  brought 
to  Mudapha  that  the  Spaniards  were  landed,  and 
marching  towards  him,  he  was  thrown  into 
the  mod  dreadful  confternation.  Senflble  that 
his  foldiers  were  much  difheartened  by  their 
ill  fuccefs,  he  imagined  that  he  was  about 
to  be  attacked  by  a  fuperior  army,  confiding 
of  the  braved  and  bed  difciplined  troops  in 
Spain.  Without  waiting  for  information  of 
their  number,  he  forthwith  raifed  the  fiege, 
drew  his  garrifon  out  of  St.  Elmo,  and  leaving 
all  his  heavy  cannon  behind  him,  embarked  his 
troops  with  as  much  precipitation  as  if  the 
Spaniards  with  fuperior  forces  had  been  in  fight. 
He  had  fcarcely  got  on  board  when  a  deferter  ar¬ 
rived  from  the  Spanifh  camp,  and  informed 
him  that  with  fifteen  or  fixteen  thoufand  men, 
he  had  fled  before  an  army  that  did  not  exceed 

7  fix 


PHILIP  II.  KING  OF  SPAIN. 


fix  thoufand,  having  no  general  at  their  head, 
and  commanded  by  officers  who  wrere  indepen¬ 
dent  of  one  another.  The  Baffia  was  over¬ 
whelmed  with  ffiame  and  vexation  by  this  intel¬ 
ligence,  and  would  have  immediately  difem- 
barked  ;  but  this,  he  knew,  he  durff  not  attempt 
without  confulting  Piali,  Hafcem,  and  his  other 
principal  officers. 

While  he  was  deliberating  upon  it,  the 
grand-mafler  improved  to  the  bed  advantage 
the  leifure  that  was  afforded  him.  He  em¬ 
ployed  all  the  inhabitants,  men,  women,  and 
children,  as  well  as  the  foldiers,  in  filling  up 
the  enemy’s  trenches,  and  demolilhing  their 
works ;  and  put  a  garrifon  without  delay  into 
Fort  St.  Elmo ;  in  which  the  Turks  now  be¬ 
held  from  their  ffiips  the  ftandard  of  St.  John 
ere&ed  where  that  of  Mahomet  had  lately 
flood. 

This  demonffrated  to  Muftapha,  how  much 
new  labour  awaited  him  in  cafe  he  ffiould  return 
to  the  fiege  ;  but  being  enraged  againfl  him- 
felf  on  account  of  the  precipitancy  of  his  retreat, 
and  difquieted  at  the  thoughts  of  the  reception 
which  he  had  reafon  to  expert  from  Solyman, 
he  wifhed  to  atone  for  his  imprudence,  and 
to  wipe  off  the  reproach  in  which  it  had  in¬ 
volved  him,  by  viflory  or  death.  Piali,  who 
•  .  Q  3  from 
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The  Turks 
again  land¬ 
ed. 


and  de¬ 
feated  by 
the  Spa¬ 
niards. 


from  his  jealoufy  of  the  Baffia’s  credit  with  the 
Sultan,  was  not  forry  for  the  failure  of  his  enter- 
prife,  reprefented,  in  a  council  of  war  convened 
on  this  occafion,  that  as  the  troops  were  much 
difpirited  and  worn  out,  it  would  be  expofing 
them  to  certain  deftructien,  either  to  lead  them 
againft  the  enemy,  or  to  refume  the  operations 
of  the  fiege.  But  a  majority  of  the  council  were 
of  a  different  opinion  ;  and  it-  was  refolved  to 
land  the  forces  again  without  delay,  and  to  march 
direCtly  againft  the  Spaniards.  - 

The  Turldffi  foldiers  complained  bitterly  of 
this  unexpected  refolution,  and  obeyed  the  or¬ 
ders  to  difembark  with  much  reluctance.  Their 
officers  were  obliged  to  employ  threats  with 
fome,  and  force  with  others.  At  length  the 
number  intended  was  put  on  fliore,  and  Muff 
tapha  fet  out  at  their  head  in  fearch  of  the 
enemy. 

The  grand-mafter  had  not  neglected  to  give 
early  notice  of  their  march  to  the  Spaniffi  com¬ 
manders,  who  had  intrenched  their  little  army 
on  a  fteep  hill,  winch  the  Turks  would  have 
found  almoft  inacceffible ;  and  it  was  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  fome  of  the  principal  officers,  that  they 
fhould  avail  themfelves  of  the  advantage  of 
their  fituation,  and  ftand  in  their  defence.  But 
this  propofal  was  rejected  with  difdain  by  the 
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bold  adventurous  De  Sande,  and  the  greateft 
part  of  the  Spanifh  officers  ;  and  the  troops  were 
led  out  of  their  encampment,  to  meet  the  enemy 
in  the  open  field.  This  condudt,  more  fortunate 
perhaps  than  prudent,  contributed  to  increafe 
the  dejection  of  the  Turkifh  foldiers,  and  to  faci- 
liate  their  defeat.  Having  been  dragged  againft 
their  inclination  to  the  field  of  battle  ;  and  being- 
attacked  by  the  Spaniards  with  great  fury,  both 
in  front  and  flank,  they  fcarcely  fought ;  but, 
being  ftruck  with  a  fudden  panic,  they  fled  with 
the  utmoft  precipitation. 

Mustapha,  confounded  and  enraged  by  this 
pufillanimous  behaviour  of  his  troops,  was  hur¬ 
ried  along  by  the  violent  tide  of  the  fugitives. 
He  fell  twice  from  his  horfe,  and  would  have 
been  taken  prifoner,  if  his  officers  had  not  refcu- 
ed  him.  The  Spaniards  purfued  brifkly  till  they 
came  to  the  fea-ffiore.  There  Piali  had  his 
boats  ready  to  receive  the  Turks,  and  a  number 
of  ffiallops  filled  with  mufketeers  drawn  up  to 
favour  their  efcape.  Without  this  precaution, 
they  mull  all  have  periffied  ;  and  even,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  protection  which  it  afforded  them, 
the  number  of  their  killed  amounted  to  two 
thoufand  men,  while  the  victors  loft  only  thir¬ 
teen  or  fourteen  at  molt. 

Q  4  Such, 
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Such,  after  four  months  continuance,  was  the 
conclufion  of  the  fiege  of  Malta,  which  will  be 
for  ever  memorable  on  account  of  that  extraor¬ 
dinary  difplay  of  the  moft  generous  and  heroic 
valour  by  which  the  knights,  fo  few  in  number, 
were  enabled  to  baffle  the  moft  vigorous  effort 
which  could  be  made  to  fubdue  them  by  the  moft 
powerful  monarch  in  the  world.  The  news  of 
their  deliverance  gave  univerfal  joy  to  the  Chrif- 
tian  powers  ;  and  the  name  of  the  grand-mafter 
excited  every  where  the  higheft  admiration  and 
applaufe.  Congratulations  were  fent  him  from 
every  quarter ;  and  in  many  States  public  rejoi¬ 
cings  were  celebrated  on  account  of  his  fuccefs. 
The  King  of  Spain,  who  derived  greater  ad¬ 
vantage  than  any  other  from  that  glorious  de¬ 
fence  to  which  La  V alette  had  fo  highly  contri¬ 
buted,  fent  an  ambaffador  to  prefent  him  with  a 
fword  and  dagger,  of  which  the  hilts  were  folid 
gold,  adorned  with  diamonds,  as  a  teflimony  of 
his  refpedt  ;  and  engaged  to  pay  him  annually  a 
fum  of  money  to  affift  him  in  repairing  his  ruined 
fortifications  \ 

*  Thuanus,  lib.  xxxviii.  Herrera,  hiftorla  general,  lib.  vii. 
Cabrera,  lib.  vi,  Vertot.  Kilt,  des  Cheval.  de  Malthe. 
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PHILIP,  being  now  delivered  from  his  book 
apprehenfions  of  a  Turkilh  invafion,  ap-  ,  V11‘  f 
plied  himfelf  with  zeal  to  his  favourite  obje&s,  iS6?. 
the  extirpation  of  herefy,  and  the  enforcing  of  nt? 
obedience  to  the  council  of  Trent.  Nor  in  therlands* 
thefe  points  did  he  meet  with  much  oppolition, 
in  any  part  of  his  dominions  except  the  Nether¬ 
lands  ;  where  the  feeds  of  difcord,  which  had 
been  fown  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  were 
approaching  fall  towards  maturity.  The  duchefs 
of  Parma  had,  foon  after  his  departure,  experi¬ 
enced  what  a  difficult  charge  fhe  had  under¬ 
taken.  The  regular  clergy  Hill  continued  to 
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complain  as  loudly  as  ever  of  the  new  erection  of 
bifhoprics ;  and  contributed  to  the  utmoff  of 
their  power  to  foment  the  fpirit  of  difcontent 
among  the  people.  No  change,  they  faid,  could 
be  legally  made  in  the  conftitution  of  the  church 
without  the  confent  of  the  States.  The  new 
erections  were  therefore  a  violation  of  a  funda¬ 
mental  law ;  which  was  the  more  intolerable,  as 
the  abbo  s,  on  whofe  ruins  the  bifhoprics  were 
raifed,  were  natives  of  the  country,  and  deeply 
interefted  in  the  public  welfare ;  whereas  the 
bifhops  would  be  entirely  devoted  to  the  courts 
of  Rome  and  Spain.  But  the  regent  was 
obliged  to  pay  a  greater  regard  to  the  orders  of 
the  King,  than  to  the  complaints  or  remon- 
ftrances  of  the  people.  Nor  did  ihe  yield  to  the 
importunities  of  any  of  the  cities,  into  which  it 
had  been  refolved  that  the  new  bifhops  fhould 
be  introduced,  except  Antwerp  ;  the  citizens 
whereof  fent  deputies  to  Madrid,  and  found 
means  to  convince  Philip,  that  his  new  inflitu- 
tion,  through  the  dread  with  which  it  would  in- 
fpire  foreigners  that  the  inquifition  was  about  to 
be  eflablifhed,  would  prove  deflructive  to  their 
commerce a. 

While  the  regent  was  employed  in  fettling 
the  new  bifhops,  fhe  was  not  unmindful  of  the 
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King's  injun&ions  with  refpeft  to  the  execution 
of  the  edifts.  They  were  executed  with  the 
utmoft  rigour,  againlt  perfons  of  all  ages  and 
of  both  fexes,  without  diifinction ;  and  no 
greater  regard  was  Ihewn,  on  many  occafions, 
to  the  laws  of  nature  and  humanity,  than  to  the 
conftitution  of  the  provinces.  The  regent  was 
not  of  herfelf  inclined  to  thofe  cruel  meafures 
that  were  purfued ;  but  fhe  was  directed  in 
every  thing  by  Granvelle  b,  whofe  views,  lhe 
knew,  were  perfectly  conformable  to  thofe  of 
the  King  ;  and  whofe  judgment,  for  that  rea- 
fon,  lhe  often  followed  in  contradi&ion  to  her 
own, 

It  was  feldom  that  any  matters  relative  to 
the  edifts  or  the  new  bilhoprics  were  laid  before  ^  dlfsuft' 
the  conucil,  and  when  they  were  brought  thither, 
they  were  propofed  as  points  already  fixed,  and 
not  as  fubjefts  on  which  there  was  room  to  de¬ 
liberate.  The  regent  formed  her  refolutions 
privately,  with  the  affiflance  of  Granvelle,  and 
there  was  nothing  left  to  the  council,  but  to 
give  their  fanftion  to  the  meafures  which  had 
been  refolved  upon  before. 

It  is  not  furprifing  that  a  conduct  fo  ex¬ 
tremely  partial  fltould  have  given  umbrage  to 

b  Now  Archbifhop  of  Mechlin,  and  advanced  to  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  Cardinal. 
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B  vu  K  ^ e  ot^er  counfellors.  The  prince  of  Orange 
— — and  the  counts  Egmont  and  Horn c  were  more 
is6s'  particularly  offended  with  it.  Their  high  da- 
tions,  their  merit  and  fervices,  and  the  trud 
which  had  ever  been  repofed  in  them  by  the 
late  Emperor,  entitled  them  to  a  principal  fhare 
in  the  Regent’s  moll  fecret  councils ;  and  they 
were  filled  with  indignation  when  they  faw  that, 
on  every  occafion,  a  preference  was  given  to 
the  cardinal.  “  In  this,”  they  faid,  “  con¬ 
fided  the  recompence  of  all  their  fervices,  to 
be  reduced  by  the  King,  to  whofe  perfon  and 
interefl  they  had  ever  fhewn  the  mod  invio¬ 
lable  attachment,  under  the  dominion  of  an 
arrogant  and  haughty  ecclefiadic.  The  duchefs 
of  Parma  had  the  name  of  Regent,  but  the 
power  was  lodged  in  the  hands  of  Granvelle. 
The  mod  important  affairs  of  the  date  were 
all  determined  in  private  by  him,  without  the 
confent,  or  even  the  knowledge,  of  the  other 
counfellors.  Their  feats  in  the  council,  and 
their  government  of  the  provinces,  were  only 
high-founding  empty  names,  which  gave  them 
the  appearance  of  'authority ;  whild  they  did 
not  poffefs  any  real  power,  but  were  equally 
fubjefted  with  others  to  the  arbitrary  will  of 
Granvelle.” 

c  Admirals  of  the  Netherlands. 
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While  the  prince  of  Orange  and  the  other 
difcontented  lords  had  fo  much  reafon  to  be 
diffatisfied,  it  could  not  be  expected  that  they 
would  be  extremely  addive  in  executing  the 
orders  of  the  court.  Notwithftanding  all  that 
had  been  done  to  iupprefs  the  new  opinions  in 
religion,  thefe  opinions  were  diffufed  wider  and 
wider  every  day  throughout  the  provinces. 
This  Granvelle  afcribed  to  the  negligence  of 
the  magiftrates  in  executing  the  edicts.  The 
prince  of  Orange,  on  the  other  hand,  and  count 
Egmont,  threw  the  blame  of  it  on  him  ;  and 
faid,  that  by  purfuing  meafures  to  which  the 
people  of  the  Netherlands  had  never  been 
accuftomed,  he  had  foured  their  minds,  and 
brought  the  Regent’s  government  into  hatred 
and  contempt.  Thofe  complaints  were  often 

of  the  Regent  herfelf  j 
who,  being  preffed  on  the  one  hand  by  the 
politive  orders  of  the  King,  inculcated  by  Gran¬ 
velle,  and  on  the  other,  diftreffed  by  her  appre- 
henfion  of  the  confequences  to  be  dreaded  from 
do  much  ill  humour  and  difcontent,  could  only 
give  foothing  anfwers  to  the  complainers,  and 
flatter  them  with  fome  general  hopes  thlat  the 
grounds  of  their  complaints  would  be  removed. 

/ 

She  was  (till  more  embarraffed,  when  the 
prince  of  Orange  propofed  in  the  council,  that, 

in 
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in  order  to  remedy  the  prefent  evils,  fhe  fhould 
fummon  a  convention  of  the  States.  It  could 
not  be  expected  that  Granvelle  would  relilh  this 
propofal.  For  he  was  not  ignorant  how  ill  the 
people  ftood  affedted  to  his  perfon,  and  his, 
meafures  of  government;  nor  how  much  fupe- 
rior  the  influence  of  the  prince  of  Orange  would 
be  to  his,  if  the  States  were  affembled.  But 
he  did  not  neglect  the  prefent  opportunity  of 
ingratiating  himfelf  with  the  King.  When  the 
Regent  gave  Philip  information  of  the  propofal 
which  had  been  made  to  her,  and  defired  to 
receive  his  inftrudtions  on  the  fubject,  Gran¬ 
velle  took  that  occafion  to  reprefent  to  him, 
<c  That  nothing  could  be  more  prejudicial  to 
his  authority  than  the  affembling  of  the  States ; 
a  meafure  which  ought  at  all  times  to  be  avoid¬ 
ed,  as  it  ufually  produced  an  inclination  in  the 
people  to  encroach  upon  the  prerogatives  of 
the  crown  ;  but  which  there  never  was  fo  much 
ground  to  dread  as  at  prefent,  when  perfons  of 
all  conditions  were  fo  deeply  infedled  with  a 
fpirit  of  fedition  and  difcontent.  The  abbots 
would  come  to  the  convention,  inflamed  with 
indignation  on  account  of  the  late  diminution 
of  their  revenues.  The  lower  nobility  and  the 
deputies  of  the  towns  would  be  gained  over 
by  the  prince  of  Orange,  and  the  other  dis¬ 
contented  lords ;  and  the  people,  ever  fond  of 

innovations. 
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innovations,  would  be  much  more  inclined  to 
regard  the  opinion  of  their  deputies  than  that  of 
the  Regent,  or  the  minifters  of  the  King. 

This  reprefentation  was  perfe&ly  agreeable 
to  Philip’s  views  and  fentiments ;  nor  did  he 
hefitate  in  complying  with  the  counfel  which 
was  offered  him.  He  immediately  renewed  his 
orders  to  the  Regent  with  refpedt  to  the  rigorous 
execution  of  the  edicts ;  and  thereby  let  the 
prince  of  Orange  and  the  other  nobles  fee  that 
there  was  nothing  farther  from  his  intention 
than  to  convene  the  States,  in  order  to  confider 
of  more  gentle  expedients  for  preventing  the 
growth  of  herefy d. 

The  perfecutions,  therefore,  were  carried  on 
as  formerly.  The  compaffiion  which  all  men 
felt  for  the  unhappy  fufferers,  excited  a  general 
odium  againft  the  government.  The  magif- 
trates  encountered  infurmountable  difficulties, 
in  executing  the  orders  of  the  court ;  and  the 
number  of  Proteffants  increafed  daily,  while 
the  moft  vigorous  efforts  were  made  to  extir¬ 
pate  them  by  the  Regent  and  her  minifters. 
Granvelle  endeavoured  to  convince  the  King, 
that  this  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  remiffnefs  of 
the  governors-  of  the  provinces.  They  were 

J  Bentivoglio,  lib.  ii.  p.  15.. 
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not  ignorant  of  his  accufation ;  and  being  now 
incenfed  againft  him  more  than  ever,  they  re- 
folved  to  make  him  feel  the  effects  of  their 
refentment.  Agreeably  to  this  refolution,  the 
prince  of  Orange,  and  the  counts  Egmont  and 
Horn,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  King,  in  which  they 
laid  the  blame  of  all  the  difturbances  in  the 
Netherlands  upon  the  cardinal ;  who,  they  re- 
prefented,  had  affumed  the  foie  direftion  of  1 
affairs,  and,  by  his  imperious  conduct,  had 
rendered  himfelf  the  object  of  univerfal  hatred. 
Ci  It  was  impoflible  for  them  to  ferve  either  the 
King  or  the  people,  whilft  a  perfon  fo  exceed¬ 
ingly  obnoxious  poflefled  fuch  unlimited  influ¬ 
ence.  But  the  government  would  proceed 
fmoothly,  if  Granvelle  were  removed  ;  and  in 
cafe  the  King  would  grant  their  requeft,  there 
fhould  be  nothing  wanting  op  their  part,  either 
to  fupport  his  authority,  or  to  maintain  the 
purity  of  the  Catholic  faith,  to  which  they  were 
ndt  lefs  fmcerely  attached  than  cardinal  Gran- 
velle.” 

To  this  letter  Philip,  after  a  delay  of  fome 
months,  made  as  mild  a  reply  as  could  juftly 
have  been  expected ;  but  he  concluded  with 
obferving,  “  That  it  was  not '  his  practice  to 
difmifs  his  minifters  upon  the  complaints  of 
their  enemies,  till  he  had  given  them  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  vindicating  their  conduct.  Juftice 

too 
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loo  required  that,  from  general  accufations,  they 
ihould  defcend  to  mention  particular  crimes  or 
mifdemeanours ;  and  if  they  did  not  incline  to  do 
this  in  writing,  one  of  them  might  come  to  Ma¬ 
drid,  where  he  would  be  received  with  every 
mark  of  diftin&ion  and  felpeft.” 

With  this  anfwer  the  prince  of  Orange  and 
the  other  lords  were  much  diffatisfied  j  and 
they  had  the  courage  to  reply,  u  That  they 
were  greatly  difappointed  to  find  fo  little  regard 
'  paid  to  their  remonftrance.  For  they  had  not 
writ  their  former  letter,  as  cardinal  Granvelle’s 
accufers,  but  as  the  King’s  counfellors  ;  who, 
by  virtue  of  their  office,  were  bound  to  inform 
him  of  whatever  appeared  to  be  of  confequence 
to  the  welfare  of  his  dominions.  They  did  not 
defire  that  the  Cardinal  fliould  fuffer  harm  ;  and, 
in  any  place  except  the  Netherlands,  they 
ffiould  be  glad  to  hear  of  his  profperity ;  but 
his  continuance  there,  they  thought,  was  incom¬ 
patible  with  the  public  peace.”  They  added, 
t£  That  they  did  not  efteem  the  Cardinal  fo 
highly  as  to  undertake  a  journey  to  Spain  on  his 
account ;  and  that  fince  the  King  was  pleafed 
to  repofe  fo  little  confidence  in  their  opinion, 
they  hoped  he  wonld  difpenfe  with  their  further 
attendance  in  the  council where,  as  they  could 
not  be  prefent  without  a  diminution  of  their 
Vol.T  R  dignity. 
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dignity,  it  was  impoflible  for  them,  while  the 
Cardinal  retained  his  influence,  to  be  of  the 
fmallefl:  ufe.” 

To  this  fecond  letter,  Philip  made  no  other 
anfwer,  but  that  he  would  confider  of  what  they 
had  faid,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  he  expected 
they  would  continue  to  give  their  afliftance  as 
formerly  in  the  council. 

They  now  faw  that  he  had  no  intention  to 
comply  with  their  requeft.  Still  however  they 
obeyed  his  orders,  and  at  times  they  went  to  the 
council ;  but  there,  and  every  where  elfe,  they 
treated  the  Cardinal  with  fo  much  ridicule  and 
contempt,  that  being  at  length  difgufted  with  hia 
fituation,  he  applied  for  liberty  to  retire.  The 
King  confented,  but  with  great  reluftance  $  and 
could  never  forgive  the  prince  of  Orange,  and 
the  other  lords,  who  had  reduced  him  to  this 
neceflity.' 

Granvelle’s  departure  was  not  attended 
with  thofe  advantages  which  his  enemies  ex- 
petted  to  derive  from  it.  They  had  flattered 
themfelves  with  the  hopes  of  obtaining,  after 
his  removal,  their  juft  fhare  in  the  adminiftra- 
tion;  but  Vigliusf,  and  Count  Barlaimont, 

r,  ■;  ■  i  \  ■ 
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f  Prefident  of  the  privy-council,  and  efleemed  the  greateft 
lawyer  in  the  Netherlands. 
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two  zealous  Catholics,  who  had  concurred  with 
Granvelle  in  all  his  arbitrary  meafures,  were  foon 
received  by  the  Regent  into  the  fame  degree  of 
favour  which  he  had  poffeffed,  and  were  allowed 
to  exercife  the  fame  unlimited  influence  in  the 
government. 

A  little  before  this  time  the  council  of 
Trent  had  publifhed  its  decrees,  and  Philip,  as 
mentioned  above,  had  refolved  to  have  them 
obeyed  throughout  all  his  dominions.  The 
dixlurbances  which  fub filled  in  the  Low  Coun¬ 
tries,  ought  to  have  deterred  him  from  adding 
fuel  to  a  flame  which  already  burnt  with  fo 
much  violence.  But  his  bigotry,  together 
with  his  arbitrary  maxims  of  government,  ren¬ 
dered  him  averfe  to  every  mild  expedient,  and 
determined  him  to  enforce  obedience  to  the  de¬ 
crees  in  the  Netherlands,  as  well  as  in  Spain  and 
Italy.  When  the  Regent  laid  his  inllrudions  on 
this  head  before  the  council  of  State,  fhe  found 
the  counfellors  much  divided  in  their  opinions. 
The  prince  of  Orange  maintained,  £<  That  the 
Regent  could  not  require  the  people  of  the  Ne¬ 
therlands  to  receive  the  decrees,  becaufe  feveral 
of  them  wrere  contrary  to  the  fundamental  laws 
of  the  conllitution.  He  reprefented  that  fome 
Catholic  princes  had  thought  proper  to  reject 
them  ;  and  propofed  that  a  remonllrance  Ihould 
be  made  to  the  King  on  the  necefiity  of  recall- 
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of  the  fame  opinion.  But  Viglius,  on  the  other 
hand,  urged  with  great  earneflnefs,  the  necef- 
fity  of  complying  immediately  with  the  King’s 
commands.  44  By  general  councils,”  he  faid, 
44  the  church  had  in  all  ages  fecured  the  purity 
of  its  difeipline  and  doftrines.  No  remedies 
for  the  diforders  in  the  Netherlands  could  be 
devifed  more  likely  to  prove  effectual,  than  the 
decrees  in  queftion.  If  they  fhould  be  found 
in  any  refpeft  incompatible  with  the  laws  or 
privileges  of  the  Netherlands,  the  inconveni¬ 
ences  dreaded  from  thence  might  be  prevented, 
by  executing  them  with  prudence  and  modera¬ 
tion/’  He  fubjoined,  44  that  it  was  the  pecu¬ 
liar  glory  and  happinefs  of  their  fovereign,  that 
either  he  did  not  entertain  the  fame  erroneous 
fentiments,  or  lie  under  the  fame  difagreeable 
neceflity  as  thofe  other  Catholic  prince?  who  had 
rejected  the  decrees ;  but  held  opinions,  and 
could  follow  meafures,  which,  while  they  were 
conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the  church,  were 
neceffary  in  order  to  fecure  the  peace  and  pro- 
fperity  of  his  fubjects  g.” 


i»rogrefs  of  This  fpeech  of  Viglius  had  the  defired  effedfc 
i/on.  *  upon  the  Regent ;  who  immediately  refolved,, 
without  regard  to  what  had  been  offered  by  the 
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prince  of  Orange,  to  publifh  the  decrees.  But 
from  different  caufes,  both  the  number  and 
courage  of  the  reformers  were  now  greatly  aug¬ 
mented.  In  confequence  of  the  civil  wars  in 
France,  many  Proteflants  of  that  kingdom  had 
retired  into  the  fouthern  provinces.  And 
through  the  conflant  intercourfe  which  fub- 
fifled  in  the  way  of  trade  between  the  more 
northern  provinces  and  England  and  Germany, 
thefe  provinces  were  filled  with  Proteflant  mi- 
niflers,  who,  being  prompted  by  that  ardent 
zeal  which  the  knowledge  of  important  truth 
lately  difcovered  is  calculated  to  infpire,  ex¬ 
erted  themfelves  with  unceafing  induflry  in  pro¬ 
pagating  their  religious  tenets.  The  country 
abounded  at  the  fame  time  with  books  written 
againft  the  Popifii  rites  and  doctrines.  Several 
of  the  nobility,  and  many  of  the  magiflrates, 
had  imbibed  the  new  opinions.  The  gover¬ 
nors  of  the  provinces  were  either  not  inclined 
to  execute  thofe  edicts  to  which  they  had  from 
the  beginning  fhewn  themfelves  averfe  ;  or,  as 
they  often  declared,  they  found  it  impractica¬ 
ble  to  carry  them  into  execution,  without  lay¬ 
ing  the  country  wafte,  by  forcing  into  exile 
great  numbers  of  its  moft  induflrious  inhabit¬ 
ants.  In  many  places  the  edifts  were  not 
executed  at  all ;  and  in  others,  the  Proteflants 
were  refcued  by  the  people  from  the  hands  of 
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> - - -  obliged  to  fly  from  the  enraged  multitude. 

isH- 

Count  Eg.  The  Regent  difcovered  at  this  time  great  per- 
jto's'pain.1  plexity  and  hefltation.  She  was  exceedingly 
defirous  to  have  her  adminiftration  approved 
by  the  King,  and  would  have  gladly  complied 
with  his  inftructions  ;  but  fhe  could  not  help 
being  alarmed  by  the  repeated  reprefentations 
which  wTere  made  to  her  of  the  confequences 
that  might  arife  from  driving  the  people  to  de? 
fpair.  She  therefore  judged  it  expedient  to 
fend  one  of  the  principal  nobility  to  Spain,  to 
inform  the  King,  more  fully  than  flie  could  do 
by  writing,  of  the  real  date  of  the  provinces  : 
and  haring  made  choice  of  count  Egmont  for 
her  ambaflador,  as  one  who  was  equally  accept? 
able  to  all  parties,  flie  employed  Viglius  the 
prefident  to  give  him  her  inftruriions,  in  pre¬ 
fence  of  the  other  counfeilors.  The  prince  of 
Orange  was  highly  difiatisfied  with  the  terms  in 
which  thefe  inftruftions  were  exprefled  :  “  This 
reprefentation,”  faid  he,  of  the  Hate  of  her 
affairs,  is  not  calculated  to  inform  the  King, 
but  to  deceive  him.  The  relation  which  the 
prefident  has  given  of  our  calamities  falls  in¬ 
finitely  fliort  of  the  truth.  We  mull  lay  open 
from  the  bottom  thofe  wounds  under  which  the 
country  bleeds,  elfe  the  King  can  never  apply 

the 
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the  proper  cures.  Let  us  not,  by  our  mifrepre-  B  ®  °  K 
fentations,  make  him  believe  the  number  of  he-  l— + — 
reties  to  be  fmaller  than  it  is.  Let  us  acquaint 
him,  that  every  province,  every  town,  every 
village  is  full  of  them.  Let  us  not  conceal  from 
him  how  much  they  defpife  the  edicts,  and  how 
little  they  refpedt  the  magiftrates ;  that  he  may 
fee  how  impracticable  it  is  to  introduce  the  in- 
quifition,  and  be  convinced  that  the  remedy 
which  he  would  have  us  to  apply,  would  be  in¬ 
finitely  worfe  than  the  difeafe.”  He  added, 

“  That  although  he  was  a  true  Catholic,  and 
a  faithful  fubjedt  to  the  King,  yet  he  thought 
the  calamities  which  had  been  lately  experienced 
in  France  and  Germany,  afforded  a  fufficient 
proof  that  the  confciences  of  men  were  not  to 
■be  compelled,  and  that  herefy  was  not  to  be  ex¬ 
tirpated  by  fire  and  fword,  but  by  reafoning  and 
perfuafion  ;  to  which  it  was  in  vain  to  expeft  that 
men  would  be  brought  to  liffen,  until  the  prefent 
practice  of  butchering  them  like  beafls  was  laid 
afide.”  He  reprefented  likewife  the  abfurdity 
of  publifhing,  on  this  occafion,  the  decrees  of 
the  council  of  Trent,  and  propofed  that  count 
Egmont  fhould  be  inflrucfed  to  requeft  the 
King  to  fufpend  the  publication  of  them  till  the 
prefent  tumults  were  allayed.  But  the  Regent 
was  either  not  inclined  or  not  at  liberty  to  fol¬ 
low  the  opinion  of  the  prince  of  Orange  in 
preference  to  that  of  Viglius.  She  called 
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count  Egmont  apart  from  the  council,  and 
havings  given  him  fuch  inflrudlions  as  the 
thought  proper,  fhe  made  him  fet  out  immedi¬ 
ately  for  Spain ;  after  having  flattered  him 
with  hopes  that  his  journey  thither,  if  he  im¬ 
proved  the  opportunity  afforded  him,  would 
recure  him  the  full  polfeflion  of  his  mailer’s 
favour h. 

The  King  received  him  at  Madrid,  and  en¬ 
tertained  him,  during  his  flay  there,  with  every 
teflimony  of  regard.  When  he  was  about  to 
return,  he  made  him  a  prefent  of  fifty  thoufand 
florins  ;  and  as  the  count  had  feveral  daughters, 
Philip  proinifed  to  difpofe  of  them  in  mar¬ 
riages  fuitable  to  their  father’s  rank.  The  co¬ 
temporary  hiflorians  differ  widely  in  their  re¬ 
lations  of  what  palfed  with  refpedl  to  the  fub- 
jedts  of  his  embaffy.  The  mofl  probable  ac¬ 
count  is,  that  although  Philip’s  anfvver  wras  not 
cl  ar  and  explicit,  yet  that  he  expreffed  him- 
felf  with  fo  much  foftnefs  in  fpeaking  of  the 
edidts,  and  uttered  fo  many  flrong  profeffions 
of  affedtion  for  the  people  of  the  Netherlands, 
that  the  count,  who  was  in  the  highefl  degree 
can  die  and  fincere,  was  induced  to  believe  that 
f  ling  did  in  reality  intend  to  alter  his  mea- 
fiires  of  government.  It  is  certain l,  that  he 

Bentivoglio,  lib.  fi.  Grotius,  lib.  i.  *  Grotius. 
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returned  to  the  Low  Countries  highly  fatisfied 

with  the  court  of  Spain  ;  and  extolled  the  good-  — ~ 

nefs  of  the  King,  and  the  love  which  he  bore 

to  his  Flemifh  fubjedts.  The  prince  of  Orange 

was  not  fo  eafily  deceived.  Count  Egmont  had 

been  impofed  upon,  he  faid,  by  Spanilh  artifice. 

His  private  interefi:  had  blinded  his  penetration, 
and  created  in  him  an  ill-grounded  fecurity  with 
regard  to  the  public  good  Kf 

But  although  count  Egmont  was  not  able  in  conte- 

°#  0  #  qnence  of 

to  fatisfy  the  prince  of  Orange,  it  Ihould  feem  tin  report, 
that  his  report  was  credited  by  moll  of  the  encel^I 
other  counfellors,  and  even  by  the  Regent  her-  Pojnted* 
felf ;  who  would  not  otherwife  have  agreed  to 
a  meafure  which,  immediately  after  the  count’s 
arrival,  was  fuggefted  in  the  council.  It  was 
there  propofed  that  a  certain  number  of  divines 
and  lawyers  Ihould  meet  together  in  Brulfels, 
to  confider  of  the  moll  effectual  methods  of 
putting  a  ftop  to  the  growth  of  herefy  ;  and  the 
Regent  readily  confented  to  this  propofal,  with¬ 
out  inquiring,  as  file  ufed  to  do  on  other  oc¬ 
casions,  whether  it  would  be  agreeable  to  the 
King.  To  this  conference  file  called  the  hi¬ 
lltops  of  Arras,  Ipres,  and  Namur ;  Ravenile- 
nius  and  janfenius,  two  eminent  divines ;  the 
two  prefidents  of  the  provincial  councils  of  Flan, 

.  Vid,  William's  Apology*  p.  485. 
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ders  and  Utrecht,  and  two  eminent  lawyers 
from  Mechlin  and  Brabant. 

The  remit  of  their  deliberations  was,  that 
fchcols  for  inftructing  youth  in  the  principles 
of  the  Catholic  faith,  fhculd  be  erected  in  all 
the  provinces;  that  particular  attention  fhould 
be  given  to  reform  the  lives  of  the  clergy ;  and 
that  in  punifhing  heretics  mild  chaftifements 
fhould  be  adopted,  in  the  room  of  thofe  fevere 
ones,  which  upon  trial  had  been  found  fo  inef¬ 
fectual 

The  Regent  having  tranfmitted  to  the  King 
an  account  of  thefe  determinations,  was  greatly 
furprifed  when  fhe  was  informed,  that,  far  from 
approving  them,  he  was  extremely  diflatisfied 
with  her  for  allowing  the  conference  to  be  held. 
The  fubjects  which  had  been  confidered  in  it, 
were  points,  he  faid,  already  fixed  by  his  autho¬ 
rity  ;  and  which,  on  that  account,  ought  not  to 
have  been  brought  under  deliberation.  The 
diforders  which  ©ccafioned  fo  much  uneafinefs 
to  the  Regent,  had  arifen  from  the  connivance 
or  negligence  of  her  miniflers.  But  if  any  of 
them  were  found  wanting,  either  in  courage  or 
in  zeal  for  the  fervice  w  hich  he  required,  fhe 
mull  immediately  difmifs  them,  and  fubflitute 


1  Bentivoglio,  lib.  ii.  p.  5. 
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Others  in  their  place  ;  for  no  fervice  which  Ihe 
could  perform,  would  be  either  fo  acceptable 
to  him,  or  fo  conducive  to  his  glory  and  in- 
tereft,  as  the  extinction  of  herefy  in  the  Nether¬ 
lands. 
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The  Regent  had,  from  the  beginning  of  her  Thep  rfe. 
admimitration,  been  extremely  lolicitous  to  neWed. 
gratify  the  court  of  Spain.  Nothing  could 
have  made  her  agree  to  the  conference,  but 
her  conviction,  founded  on  count  Egmont’s 
report,  that  it  would  not  be  unacceptable  to 
the  King.  As  foon  as  Ihe  difcovered  her  mif- 
take,  (he  publilhed  an  ediCt,  confirming  all  the 
former  edicts,  and  requiring  the  governors  and 
councils  to  proceed  in  the  execution  of  them 
with  the  utmoft  diligence  m. 


Even  Viglius n  hefitated  as  to  the  expediency 
of  this  meafure  at  the  prefent  juncture ;  and  it 
excited  in  the  minds  of  the  people  univerfai 
indignation  and  aftonilhment.  Thofe  hopes 
of  deliverance  from  their  grievances,  which 
they  had  conceived  from  count  Egmont’s  jour¬ 
ney  to  Spain,  had,  by  his  report  of  the  King’s 
difpofition  towards  them,  been  raifed  to  the 
greateit  height.  Their  difappointment  now 
was  proportionably  great.  They  did  not  blame 

5,5  Meurfius  Gul.  Auriac.  p.  4>_5-  *  Ibid.  p.  4. 
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count  Egmont ;  for  they  were  perfuaded  that 
he  had  been  deceived ;  but  they  detefted  the 
duplicity  and  artifice  of  Philip  and  his  mi- 
nifters. 


The  count  had  too  'much  fenfibility  not  to 
be  deeply  affected  on  this  occafion ;  and  he 
complained  bitterly,  that  the  King  had  adted 
with  no  other  defign  in  the  ftudied  kindnefs 
which  he  had  lhewn  him,  but  to  expofe  him  to 
the  contempt  or  hatred  of  his  countrymen,  and 
thereby  to  ruin  his  credit  and  influence 6. 


The  prince  The  prince  of  Orange  was  almoft  the  only 
remon-  perfon  in  whom  this  unexpected  meafure  crea- 

^  r/i  tc  s 

ted  no  furprife.  When  the  new  edict  was  tranf- 
rnitted  to  him,  he  wrote  to  the  Regent  a  letter  ; 
in  which  he  reprefented,  “  That  in  the  prefent 
temper  of  the  people  it  was  impoiTible  for  the 
King’s  fervants  to  execute  the  orders  impofed 
upon  them,  without  involving  the  provinces  in 
a  civil  war.”  “  But  if  flail,”  he  added,  “  your 
highnefs  be  determined  to  have  the  edicts  car¬ 
ried  into  immediate  execution,  then  I  mull 
defire  that  fome  more  proper  perfon  may  be 
appointed  in  my  place,  who,  poffeffing  greater 
authority,  may  be  better  qualified  to  fulfil  your 
intention.  The  King  ,  is  not  ignorant,  that,  on 

-**  1 
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other  occafions,  I  have  fpared  neither  my  per- 
■fon  nor  my  fortune  in  his  fervice.  My  prefent 
conduct  proceeds  not  front  the  want  of  loyalty 
or  zeal,  but  from  a  perfuafion  that  I  cannot  yieid 
the  obedience  required  from  me,  without  dillto- 
nour  to  myfelf,  and  infinite  prejudice' to  the  Ne¬ 
therlands  p.” 
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Neither  the  prince  of  Orange,  nor  the 
counts  Egmont  and  Horn,  expreffed  their  dif- 
fatisfattion  with  the  prefent  nteafures  of  govern¬ 
ment  in  any  other  way  than  by  making  remon- 
ftrances  and  complaints.  As  it  was  greatly 
their  filtered:,  fo  it  appears  to  have  been  their 
fmcere  defire,  to  avoid  incurring  the  King’s 
difpleafure.  And  they  fludied  to  give  him 
every  proof  of  fidelity  that  could  be  reasonably 
expected  from  thofe  who  were  members  of  a 
free  ftate,  and  had  fworn  to  maintain  the  funda¬ 
mental  laws  of  the  conftitution. 

The  conduct  of  many  of  the  other  nobles  The  com- 
was  not  fo  fcrupulous  and  referred.  They  fet  piomut‘ 
on  foot,  at  this  time,  a  confederacy,  by  which 
they  bound  themfelves  to  fupport  one  another, 
in  preventing  the  inquifition  from  being  efta- 
blifhed  in  the  Netherlands.  The  prime  mover 
df  this  expedient  was  Philip  de  Marnix,  Lord  gonde. 

*  V 

**  Gen.  Hift.  of  the  Netherlands. 
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Byi?K  St.  Aldegonde,  a  nobleman  highly  diftin— 
— v— *J  guilhed  for  his  eloquence,  his  addrefs,  and  his 
lj6s*  political  abilities,  who  had  the  merit  of  contri¬ 
buting  more  than  any  other  perfon  (the  prince 
of  Orange  alone  excepted)  towards  accomplilh- 
ing  that  happy  revolution,  by  which  the  north¬ 
ern  provinces  were  refcued  from  the  Spanilh 
yoke.  By  his  advice,  and  according  to  his  di¬ 
rection,  a  writing  was  drawn  up,  termed  the 
Compromife,  which  is  here  inferted,  as  it  marks 
ftrongly  the  fpirit  by  which  the  people  of  the 
Netherlands  were  animated. 

“  Whereas  certain  malicious  perfons,  un¬ 
der  the  cloak  of  zeal  for  the  catholic  religion, 
but  in  reality  prompted  by  ambition,  pride, 
and  avarice,  have,  by  their  mifreprefentations, 
perfuaded  our  lord  the  Icing  to  introduce  into 
thefe  provinces  that  moil  pernicious  tribunal 
the  inquifition  ;  which  is  not  only  contrary  to 
all  human  and  divine  laws,  but  exceeds  in 
cruelty  the  mod  barbarous  inftitutions  of  the 
mod  favage  tyrants  in  the  heathen  world  ;  which 
fubjefts  all  authority  to  that  of  the  inquidtors, 
reduces  all  men  to  a  perpetual  date  of  mife- 
rable  flavery,  and  by  the  vidtations  which  it 
appoints,  expofes  the  bed  men  to  continual 
apprehendons ;  fo  that  if  a  pried,  a  Spaniard, 
or  wicked  minion  of  power  diall  incline,  he 
may,  by  means  of  this  inditution,  accufe  any 

man. 


PHILIP  II.  KING  OF  SPAIN. 

man,  however  innocent,  and  caufe  him  to  be 
imprifoned,  condemned,  and  put  to  death,  i, 
without  being  confronted  with  his  accufers, 
and  without  being  allowed  to  bring  evidence  of 
his  innocence,  or  to  fpeak  in  his  defence  :  For 
thefe  reafons  we  whofe  names  are  here  fub- 
fcribed  have  refolved  to  provide  for  the  fecu- 
rity  of  our  families,  goods,  and  perfons  ;  and 
for  this  purpofe  we  hereby  enter  into  a  facred 
league  with  one  another,  promifmg  with  a  fo- 
lemn  oath,  to  oppofe  with  all  our  power,  the 
introduction  of  the  above-mentioned  inquifition 
into  thefe  provinces  ;  whether  it  fhall  be  at¬ 
tempted  openly  or  fecretly,  and  by  whatever 
name  it  fhall  be  called,  whether  that  of  Inqui¬ 
fition,  Vifitation,  Commiffion,  or  Edict :  de¬ 
claring  at  the  fame  time,  that  we  are  far  from 
entertaining  the  defign  of  attempting  any  thing 
prejudicial  to  the  interefl  of  our  fovereign  the 
King  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  that  our  fixed  in¬ 
tention  is,  to  fupport  and  defend  his  govern¬ 
ment,  to  maintain  peace,  and  to  prevent,  to 
the  utmofl  of  our  power,  all  feditions,  tumults, 
and  revolts.  This  agreement  we  have  fworn, 
and  we  hereby  promife  and  fwear  to  maintain  it 
for  ever  facred  ;  and  we  call  Almighty  God  to 
witnefs,  that  neither  in  word  nor  deed  fhall  we 
ever  weaken  or  counteract  it. 

<e  We  likewife  promife  and  fwear  mutually 
to  defend  one  another,  in  all  places,  and  on  all 

occafions. 
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occafions,  againft  every  attack  that  {hall  be 
made,  or  profecution  that  fhall  be  raifed, 
againil  any  individual  amongil  us,  on  account 
of  his  concern  in  this  confederacy.  And  we 
declare,  that  no  pretence  of  the  perfecutors* 
who  may  allege  rebellion,  infurreccion,  or  any 
other  plea,  fhall  exempt  us  from  this  our  oath 
and  promife.  No  action  can  deferve  the  name 
of  rebellion,  that  proceeds  from  oppofition  to 
the  iniquitous  decrees  of  the  inquifition  ;  and 
therefore,  whether  any  of  us  be  attacked  directly* 
on  account  of  oppoiing  thefe  decrees,  or  under 
pretence  of  punifhing  rebellion  or  infurreclion, 
we  hereby  fwear  to  endeavour  by  all  lawful 
means  to  procure  his  deliverance. 

“  In  this  and  every  part  of  our  conduct  re¬ 
garding  the  inquifition,  our  meaning  is,  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  general  opinion  of  our  confederates* 
or  to  that  of  thofe  who  fhall  be  appointed  by  the 
reft  to  aftift  us  with  their  counfel. 

cc  In  witnefs  of  this  our  league,  we  invokfe 
the  holy  name  of  the  living  God,  as  the  fearcher 
of  our  hearts ;  humbly  befeeching  him  to  grant 
us  the  grace  of  his  holy  fpirit,  that  all  our  en- 
terprifes  may  be  attended  with  fuccefs,  may  pro¬ 
mote  the  honour  of  his  name,  contribute  to  the 
welfare  of  our  fouls,  and  advance  the  peace  and 
true  intereft  of  the  Netherlands.” 
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Such  were  the  terms  of  the  compromife, 
which  was  quickly  circulated  through  the  pro¬ 
vinces,  and  fubfcribed  by  p'erfons  of  all  ranks, 
whether  Catholics  or  Proteftarits.  Books  were 
at  the  fame  time  multiplied,  in  which  liberty  of 
confcience  was  pleaded,  the  abfurdities  in  the 
popifh  doctrines  and  worfhip  expofed,  and  hideous 
pictures  drawn  of  the  inquifitiom 
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The  Regent  felt  great  anxiety  with  regard  to 
the  confequences  with  which  fo  much  ill-humour 
and  difcontent  were  likely  to  be  attended.  She 
had  never  .fully  credited  the  reprefentations 
which  the  prince  of  Orange  and  forne  of  her 
other  counfellors  had  often  made  to  her.  And 
fhe  now  complained  bitterly  of  the  fituation  to 
which  fhe  was  reduced  by  the  orders  fent  from 
Spain.  “  For  to  what  purpofe  was  it  (fhe  faid) 
to  publifh  edicts,  when  I  wanted  power  to  en¬ 
force,  their  execution?  They  have  ferved  only 
to  increafe  the  people’s  audacity,  and  to  bring 
my  authority  into  contempt  V* 


The  prince  of  Orange,  and  the  counts  Horn  Speech  of 
and  Egmont,  had,  ever  fmce  the  laft  republi-  ofOfang* 
cation  of  the  edicts,  abfented  themfelves  frorii  *c" 'K, 
the  council.  The  Regent  now  wrote  to  them 
in  the  mofi  urgent  manner,  requiring  their  at- 
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book  tendance.  They  readily  complied ;  and  the 
Regent,  after  having  informed  them  of  her 
t56S’  defign  in  calling  them  together,  defired  they 
would  deliver  their  opinions  without  referve. 
The  prince  of  Orange  was  among  the  laft  who 
rofe,  and  he  fpoke  as  follows  r : 

ec  Would  to  Heaven,  I  had  been  fo  fortu¬ 
nate  as  to  gain  belief,  when  I  ventured  to  foretel 
what  has  now  happened.  Defperate  remedies 
would  not  in  that  cafe  have  been  firli  applied* 
nor  perfons  who  had  fallen  into  error  been 
confirmed  in  it,  by  the  means  employed  to  re¬ 
claim  them.  We  Ihould  not  certainly  think 
favourably  of  a  phyficianrs  prudence,  who,  in 
the  beginning  of  a  difeafe,  when  gentle  re¬ 
medies  were  likely  to  prove  effectual,  fhould 
propofe  the  burning  or  cutting  off  the  part 
infected. 

“  There  are  two  fpecies  of  inqmfition.  The 
one  is  exercifed  in  the  name  of  the  Pope, 
and  the  other  has  been  long  praftifed  by  the 
bifhops.  To  the  latter,  men  are  in  fome  mea* 
lure  reconciled  by  the  power  of  cultom  ;  and 

r  This  fpeech  is  recorded  bp  Nicholas  Burgundius,  who 
compiled  his  hiftorp  from  the  papers  of  the  prefident  Vig- 
lius.  Vide  Brandt’s  Hiftorp  of  the  Reformation  in  the 

Netherlands. 
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confidering  how  well  we  are  now  provided  with 
bilhops  in  all  the  provinces,  it  may  be  reafonably  , 
expected  that  this  fort  will  alone  be  found  fuf- 
ficient.  The  former  has  been,  and  will  for  ever 
be,  an  objedt  of  abhorrence,  and  ought  to  be 
abolilhed  without  delay. 

“  With  refpeft  to  thofe  edicts  which  have  ' 
been  fo  often  publilhed  againfl  the  innovators 
in  religion,  hearken  not  to  me,  but  to  your 
own  experience,  which  will  inform  you,  that 
the  perfecutions  to  which  they  have  given  rife, 
have  ferved  only  to  increafe  and  propagate  the 
errors  againft  which  they  have  been  exercifed. 
The  Netherlands  have  for  feveral  years  been  a 
fchool,  in  which,  if  we  have  not  been  extremely 
inattentive,  we  may  have  learned  the  felly  of 
perfecution.  Men  do  not  for  nothing  forego 
the  advantages  of  life ;  much  lefs  do  they 
expofe  themfelves  to  torture  and  death  for 
nothing.  The  contempt  of  death  and  pain, 
exhibited  by  heretics  in  fuffering  for  their  re¬ 
ligion,  is  calculated  to  produce  the  moft  power¬ 
ful  effects  on  the  minds  of  fpeftators.  It  works 
on  their  compafiion,  it  excites  their  admira¬ 
tion  of  the  'fufferers,  and  creates  in  them  a 
fufpicion,  that  truth  mull  certainly  be  found: 
where  they  obferve  fo  much  conftancy  and  for¬ 
titude.  Heretics  have  been  treated  with  the 
fame  feverity  in  France  and  England  as  in  the 
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Low  Countries.  But  has  it  been  attended 
there  with  better  fuccefs  ?  On  the  contrary,  is 
there  not  reafon,  there  as  well  as  here,  to  fay 
what  was  faid  of  the  Chriftians  of  old,  That  the 
blood  of  the  martyrs  is  the  feed  of  the  church  ? 
The  emperor  Julian,  the  moft  formidable 
enemy  whom  Chrifiianity  ever  faw,  was'  fully 
fenfible  of  the  truth  of  this.  Haraffmg  and 
tormenting  could  only  ferve,  he  knew,  to  in¬ 
flame  that  ardent  zeal  which  he  wanted  to 
extinguifh.  He  had  recourfe  therefore  to  the 
expedient  of  ridicule  and  contempt ;  and  this 
he  found  to  be  more  effectual.  The  Grecian 
empire  was  at  different  periods  infected  with 
herefies  of  various  kinds.  JEtius  taught  errors 
in  the  reign  of  Conftance  ;  Neftorins  in  that  of 
Theodofius  ;  Arius  in  that  of  Conftantine.  No 
fuch  punifhments  were  infli&ed,  either  on  the 
herefiarehs  themfelves  or  on  their  difciples,  as 
are  now  pracfifed  in  the  Netherlands ;  and  yet 
where  are  all  thofe  falfe  opinions  now,  which 
the  firfl  broachers  were  at  fo  much  pains  to 
propagate  ?  Such  is  the  nature  of  herefy,  if  it 
refts,  it  rufls ;  but  he  who  rubs  it,  whets  it. 
Let  it  be  negle&ed  and  overlooked,  it  will  foon 
tofe  the  charm  of  novelty  ;  and  with  that,  it  will 
lofe  the  greateft  part  of  its  attractive  power. 
But  they  are  not  the  examples  only  of  heathen 
princes  which  I  wrould  recommend  to  the  Rea¬ 
gent's  imitation.-  In  complying  with  my  ad¬ 
vice  r 


PHILIP  II.  KING  OF  SPAIN. 

vice,  fhe  will  tread  in  the  Heps  of  our  late 
glorious  Emperor,  her  father ;  who  from  expe¬ 
rience  was  convinced,  that  gentle  meafures  were 
more  likely  to  prove  effectual  than  fevere  ones  j 
and  therefore  adopted  the  former,  in  preference 
to  the  latter,  for  feveral  years  before  his  re- 
Cgnation. 

“  The  king  himfelf  appeared,  at  a  certain 
period,  inclined  to  make  trial  of  mild  expe¬ 
dients.  But,  through  the  influence  of  the 
bifhops  and  other  ecclefraftics,  he  has  changed 
his  views.  Let  thefe  men  anfwer  for  their 
conduct  if  they  can.  For  my  own  part,  I  am 
entirely  fatished  that  it  is  impoffible  to  root 
out  the  prefent  evils  in  the  Netherlands  by 
force,  without  fhaking  the  State  from  its  foun¬ 
dation.  I  conclude  with  reminding  you  of 
what  we  have  all  heard  frequently,  That  the 
Proteflants  in  the  Low  Countries  have  opened  a 
correfpondence  with  thofe  in  France.  Let  us 
beware  of  irritating  them  more  than  we  have 
already  done,  left,  by  imitating  the  French 
Catholics  in  their  feverity,  we,  like  them,  in¬ 
volve  our  country  in  the  dreadful  miferies  of  a 
civil  war.” 

This  fpeech  was  not  entirely  without  effect. 
It  convinced  the  Regent,  that  fhe  muft  either 
make  fome  conceflions  to  the  confederates,  or 
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have  recourfe  to  arms.  She  was  inclined  to  fol¬ 
low  the  latter  of  thefe  meafures,  becaufe  fhe 
knew  it  would  be  more  agreeable  to  the  Xing  % 
and  fhe  defired  count  Egmont  to  undertake  the 
command  of  fome  forces  which  he  propofed  to 
raife,  in  order  to  carry  her  defign  into  execu¬ 
tion  ;  but  the  Count  declined  accepting  of  it, 
faying.  That  he  could  not  fight  with  honour  in 
defence  of  the  inquifition.  The  Dutchefs  found 
it  neceffary,  therefore,  to  embrace  the  other 
alternative,  and  to  attempt  to  footh  the  mal¬ 
contents,  by  making  fome  abatement  in  the 
rigour  of  the  edicts 


Meanwhile  the  number  of  thofe  who  had 
acceded  to  the  compromife  was  become  fo 
confiiderable.  that  they  thought  it  was  noW 
time  to  take  fome  ftep  towards  fulfilling  their 
engagements.  With  this  view  they  fet  out  for 
Bruffels,  where  the  court  i*efided,  and  fent  fome 
of  their  number  to  defire  leave  of  the  Regent, 
to  lay  before  her  their  fentiments  concerning  a 
fubject  in  which  the  filtered:  of  the  King  and 
their  perfonal  fecurity  were  equally  concerned. 
The  counfellors  were  divided  in  their  opinions 
with  regard  to  the  anfvver  proper  to  be  made  to 
this  requefi.  Some  of  them  were  for  rejecting 
it  utterly ;  others  advifed  to  admit  two  or  three 
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of  the  confederates  and  no  more ;  but  the 
opinion  of  thofe  prevailed  who  thought  that,  at 
prefent,  it  would  be  imprudent  to  furnifh  them 
with  any  juft  ground  of  offence,  by  denying 
them  a  privilege  to  which  every  inhabitant  of 
the  Netherlands  was  intitled;  efpeciaily  as  they 
were  without  arms,  and  no  danger  could  be 
apprehended  from  admitting  them. 

They  entered  Bruffels  in  the  beginning  of 
April  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fixty-fix, 
in  number  between  three  and  four  hundred, 
on  horfeback.  Befides  count  Brederode,  who 
was  defcended  from  the  ancient  earls  of  Hol¬ 
land,  there  were  the  counts  Colemberg  and 
Trefemberg,  the  marquis  of  Mons,  the  baron 
of  Montigny,  and  count  Lewus  of  Naffau, 
brother  to  the  prince  of  Orange  ;  all  of  them 
perfons  of  conftderable  influence  in  the  pro¬ 
vinces, 

They  went  in  a  body,  walking  two  by  two, 
from  the  houfe  of  count  Colemberg  to  the 
palace,  and  were  received  there  by  the  Regent, 
attended  by  the  council  of  ftate. 

They  began  their  petition  with  declaring, 
“  That  as  hitherto  they  bad  never  failed  in 
loyalty  to  the  King,  fo  they  were  ftill  as  much 
as  ever  determined  to  hold  faft  their  allegiance. 

,  S  4  They 


263 

EftOtt 

Vil. 


Petition  c£ 
the  nobKt,. 


264 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF 


book  They  were  fenfible  that  their  prefent  conduct 

- - - — ,■  might  be  mifconftrued  ;  but  they  chofe  rather  to 

1566.  expofe  themfelves  to  this  rilk,  than  not  inform 
the  Regent  of  what  they  were  convinced  was  of 
the  higheft  confequence  to  the  filtered  both  of 
the  Kang  and  the  provinces.  The  folicitude 
which  the  King  had  difcovered  to  preferve  re¬ 
ligion  pure  in  the  Netherlands,  deferred  the 
higheft  praife ;  but  experience  had  fliewn,  that 
the  remedies  employed  for  this  purpofe  contri¬ 
buted  only  to  increafe  the  difeafe.  They  had 
long  flattered  themfelves  with  hopes,  that  the 
States  would  have  been  aflembled,  to  devife 
means  more  likely  to  prove  fticcefsful ;  but  fince 
this  defirable  event  had  not  taken  place,  they 
thought  it  their  duty  to  inform  her,  that  if  the 
meafures  of  government  refpe£ting  religion  were 
not  quickly  altered,  they  were  perfuaded  it  would 
be  impoflible  to  prevent  a  general  infurrection. 
It  was  therefore  their  earned  defire,  that  fhe 
would  fend  fome  proper  perfons  to  the  King, 
to  acquaint  him  with  the  necefllty  of  foftening 
the  rigour  of  the  edicts ;  and  they  intreated  her 
to  fufpend  the  execution  of  them  till  his  plea- 
fure  fhould  be  known.  But  if  no  regard,  they 
added,  fliould  be  paid  to  this  our  humble  and 
moft  earned  prayer,  we  call  God  and  the  King, 
your  highnefs,  and  thefe  your  illuftrious  coun- 
fellors,  to  witnefs,  that  we  have  given  warm 
ing  of  the  impending  danger,  and  lhall  not 
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To  this  petition  the  Regent  gave  the  follow.  Anfwer 
ing  anfwer  in  writing :  “  That  fhe  was  not  in-  Ke'enc. 
veiled  by  the  King  with  power  to  fufpend  the 
execution  of  the  edidts ;  but  that  Ihe  was  not 
averfe  from  fending  fome  proper  perfon  to 
Spain,  where  fire  would  willingly  employ  her 
good  offices  to  procure  them  fatisfadlion.  That, 
in  the  mean  time,  ffie  would  iffue  orders  to  the 
inquifitors  to  proceed  in  the  exercife  of  their 
office  with  moderation ;  and  that,  in  return  for 
her  conceffions,  ffie  expedled  that  the  petitioners 
would  lludy  carefully  to  avoid  all  occafion  of 
pffence.” 

* 

The  confederates,  much  diffatisfied  with  this 
anfwer,  infilled  earneltly  upon  receiving  one 
that  was  more  explicit ;  and  the  Regent,  dread¬ 
ing  the  confequences  of  fending  them  away  in 
ill-humour,  ordered  her  fecretary  to  commu¬ 
nicate  to  them  the  inllrudlions  which,  after 
confidering  the  matter  more  maturely,  ffie  had 
refolved  to  tranfmit  to  the  inquifitors.  Thefe 
were,  that  henceforth  they  ffiould  proceed 
againlt  offenders  in  the  article  of  religion  with 
fhe  utmoft  gentlenefs ;  and  ffiould  not  puniffi 
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or  confifcation,  unlefs  they  were  found  guilty 
of  feditious  practices.  And  thefe  nil;  uctions, 
it  was  added,  were  to  remain  in  force  1 11  the 
King’s  pleafure  fhould  be  known.  The  con¬ 
federates,  on  the  other  hand,  engaged,  not  to 
attempt  to  make  any  innovation  in  religious 
matters,  but  to  wait  patiently  for  the  determi¬ 
nation  of  the  afftmbly  of  the  States;  which, 
they  fondly  flattered  themfelves,  would  be  held 
foon,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  all  their 
grievances. 

> 

The  mar¬ 
quis  of 
Mons  and 
the  Haron 
of  Mon- 
tigny  fent 
to  Spain, 

Agreeably  to  her  firft  declarations,  the 
Regent  immediately  difpatched  the  marquis  of 
Mons  and  the  baron  of  Montigny,  to  lay  the 
petition  before  the  King.  And  thefe  two  noble¬ 
men  gladly  undertook  the  talk  afligned  them  ; 
little  fufpecling  either  how  fruitlefs  their  'Jour¬ 
ney  was  to  prove,  as  to  the  intention  of  it,  or 
how  fatal  to  themfelves.  For,  as  will  appear 
in  the  fequel,  Philip  did  not  conflder  them  as 
the  Regent’s  ambalfadors,  but  as  perfons  who 
had  brought  her  under  the  difagreeable  neceffity 
of  clothing  them  with  that  character,  and  as  the 
heads  of  a  confederacy  which  had  been  formed 
again  ft:  his  government  . 

The  intem- 
peiate  zeal 
ot  the  le- 
foimers. 

In  the  mean  time  a  report  was  propagated  in 
the  Netherlands,  that  the  Regent  had  contented 

to 
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to  the  public  profeffion  of  the  reformed  reli¬ 
gion.  In  the  belief  of  this,  the  people  threw  off 
the  referve  which  they  had  hitherto  maintained, 
and  the  Proteftant  miniiters  preached  in  many 
places  to  numerous  affemblies  of  perfons,  who 
came  together  in  arms,  with  a  refolution  to 
defend  themfelves,  in  cafe  the  inquifitors  fhould 
attempt  to  interrupt  them.  From  thefe  affem¬ 
blies  they  foon  paffed  to  open  violence  againft 
the  churches,  and  defpoiled  them  of  all  their 
coftly  ornaments. 

These  outrages  were  firft  committed  in  the 
province  of  Flanders ;  and  the  example  of  the 
Flemings  was  quickly  diffufed  throughout  all 
the  provinces.  In  a  little  time  afterwards  the 
fame  tumultuous  fpirit  appeared  in  the  great 
commercial  towns  ;  in  which,  from  their  fre¬ 
quent  intercourfe  with  foreign  Proteftants,  and 
from  the  fpirit  of  liberty  that  naturally  grows 
up  in  large  communities,  almoft  the  whole 
body  of  the  people  had  embraced  the  new 
opinions. 

In  Antwerp  the  reformers  indulged  them- 
felves  in  the  mod  uniuftifiable  extrava  ancies. 

J  o 

They  infulted  the  Catholics,  when  employed  in 
the  funftions  of  their  religion.  They  broke 
furioufly  into  the  great  church,  which  was  one 
of  the  richefl  edifices  in  Europe,  overturned  the 
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the  images  of  the  faints. 
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From  the  cathedral  they  flew  with  the  fame 
ungovernable  fury  to  the  monafteries  and  con¬ 
vents  ;  and  there,  after  forcing  open  the  gates, 
and  obliging  the  monks  and  nuns  to  fly  into 
the  city  for  lhelter,  it  appeared  that,  under  the 
cover  of  religious  zeal,  many  of  the  moil  aban¬ 
doned  of  the  people  had  joined  with  the  re¬ 
formers,  and  embraced  the  prefent  opportunity 
of  gratifying  their  rapacity.  The  fame  riotous 
fpirit  appeared  in  numberlefs  other  places.  It 
fpread  like  a  conflagration  over  all  the  pro¬ 
vinces  ;  meeting  every  where  with  the  fame 
combuftible  materials,  and  every  -where  pro¬ 
ducing  the  fame  pernicious  effects. 

In  Bruflels  they  were  overawed  by  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  the  court ;  yet  even  there,  they  had  in 
fome  meafure  thrown  off  their  wanted  refer  ve  ; 
and  the  Regent,  apprehenfive  that  her  perfon 
v/as  in  danger,  refolved  to  refide  in  Mons. 
This  refolution  gave  much  uneafinefs  to  the 
prince  of  Orange,  and  the  counts  Egmont  and 
Horn ;  who  faw  how  much  diflionour  it  would 
reflect  on  them,  to  have  it  believed  that  the 
perfon  of  the  princefs  was  infecure,  where  they 
were  inverted  with  fuch  high  command,  and 
poffefled  fuch  extenfive  influence.  They  em. 
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ployed  every  argument  that  could  prevail  upon 
her  to  alter  her  intention.  They  pledged  their 
lives  and  fortunes  for  her  fafety ;  and  promifed 
to  exert  their  utmoft  power  in  quelling  thofe 
diforders  which  were  the  caufe  of  her  inquietude. 
At  length  fhe  yielded  to  their  intreaties,  and 
confented  dill  to  remain  at  Brulfels u. 
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The  feveral  governors  foon  after  fet  out  for  The  tuccer* 
their  refpective  provinces.  The  prince  of  the  prince* 
Orange,  belides  being  governor  of  Holland,  ^eufnS 
Zealand,  Utrecht,  and  Burgundy,  was  vifcount  tiietumuiu. 
and  governor  of  Antwerp.  And.  even  the  popilh 
hiftorians  acknowledge,  that,  having  often  gone 
thither,  he  had  exerted  himfelf  drenuoufly  in 
quieting  the  tumults  occafioned  by  the  intem¬ 
perate  zeal  of  the  reformers.  At  this  time  he  Augufls, 
ordered  three  of  the  rioters  to  be  •  executed, 
and  fined  and  banifned  feveral  of  the  red.  He 
again  opened  the  great  church,  and  redored  the 
exerciie  of  the  Catholic  religion. 


But  finding  it  impoflibie  to  prevent  the  Pro- 
tedants  from  holding  their  religious  meetings, 
he  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  perfons 
of  the  greated  influence  among  them,  by  which 
they  were  allowed  to  exercife  their  religion  in 
churches  within  the  city,  provided  that  they 
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fhould  come  together  without  arms ;  that  they 
fhould  give  no  annoyance  to  the  Catholics  ;  and 
that  their  preachers  lhould  refrain  from  all  in- 
Vectives  againfl  the"  eftablifhed  church.  And 
he  confented  that  this  agreement  lhould  remain 
in  force  till  he  fhould  know  the  pleafure  of  the 
King  ;  to  whom  the  Proteftants  engaged  to  lul> 
mit,  or  immediately  to  leave  the  Netherlands. 


The  Regent  approved  of  every  part  of 
William’s  conduct  on  this  occafion,  except  his 
allowing  the  reformers  to  hold  their  meetings 
within  the  town.  In  order  to  fatisfy  her  on 
this  head,  he  reprefented,  that  he  had  granted 
them  this  indulgence  from  a  convidtion  which 
experience  had  already  confirmed,  that  by  means 
of  it  he  could  more  eafily  prevent  the  pernicious 
effedts  of  their  extravagance ;  that  when  they 
were  under  his  own  eye,  or  that  of  the  magi¬ 
strates,  their  affemblies  were  not  near  fo  nume¬ 
rous  as  formerly ;  their  preachers  were  not  fo  apt 
to  indulge  their  enthufiafm,  cr  to  ufe  indecent 
freedoms  with  the  government ;  nor  the  people 
fo  apt  to  be  inflamed,  as  when  they  affembled 
without  reflraint  in  the  open  fields.  This  mea- 
fure,  he  added,  was  not  only  expedient,  but 
neceffary.  There  was  no  room  for  authority  or 
perfuafion.  The  reformers  had  fhewn  them- 
felves  unalterably  determined  to  fet  up  their 
worfhip  within  the  city,  whether  he  had  per¬ 
mitted 
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mitted  them  or  not.  Their  aflemblies  in  the 
country  had  generally  amounted  to  twenty-four 
or  twenty-five  thoufand.  Even  in  the  town 
they  were  feldom  lefs  than  ten  thoufand.  He 
had  no  army  to  reduce  fo  great  a  number  to 
obedience ;  and  not  a  fingle  perfon  among  the 
Catholic  inhabitants  could  be  perfuaded  to  take 
up  arms  againlt  them x. 

After,  quieting  the  diflurbances  in  Antwerp, 
the  prince  fet  out  for  the  provinces  of  Holland 
and  Zealand,  where  his  prefence  was  equally 
neceflary.  There  too,  as  in  Antwerp,  he  em¬ 
ployed  all  his  power  find  influence ;  and  did 
more  towards  quelling  the  tumultuous  fpirit  of 
the  reformers,  than  any  other  perfon  could  have 
done,  without  an  armed  force  to  overawe  them. 
He  perfuaded  them  to  reftore  the  churches 
which  they  had  ufurped ;  and,  except  in  one  or 
two  places,  they  were  fatisfied  with  the  liberty 
which  the  Regent  was  willing  to  allow,  of  hold¬ 
ing  their  aflemblies  for  religious  worfliip  in  the 
fuburbs  of  the  towns,  or  in  the  country. 

Count  Egmont  was  no  lefs  active  in  his 
department.  From  natural  temper,  as  well  as 
from  political  principles,  no  man  was  more 
uverfe  to  harfhnels  and  feverity ;  yet  being 


27 1 

BOOK. 

VII. 

V  ■  —  ^ 

1566. 


Const 

Egmcnt’e 

fuixefs. 


*  Brandt.  Van  Meteren,  lib.  ii. 

5 


ftrongly 


2JZ 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OH 


ftrongly  prompted  on  this  occafion  by  his  delir’e 
of  gratifying  the  King,  he  was  at  the  utmoft- 
pains  to  difcover  the  rioters,  and  punifhed  many 
of  them  with  rigour.  He  reftored  the  priefts  to' 
their  functions,  opened  the  churches  which  had 
been  fhut,  and  reduced  all  the  Proteftants  within 
his  government  to  the  neceffity  of  acquiefcing 
in  the  conditions  which  the  Regent  had  pre=* 
fcribed. 

Count  Count  Plorn  likewife  acted  with  uncommon* 

fuccefL  fpirit  and  vigour  in  the  city  of  Tournay,  where 
the  diforders  had  rifen  to  a  greater  height  than 
in  other  places.  The  inhabitants  of  that  city,  to 
the  number  of  fix  thoufand,  having  taken  arms; 
and  laid  fiege  to  the  garrifon,  they  foon  re¬ 
duced  it  to  fuch  extremity,  as  obliged  the  com¬ 
mander  to  inform  the  Regent,  that  if  ihe  did 
not  fend  him  immediate  relief,  he  could  not 
hold  out  longer  than  one  day.  She  had  no? 
troops  fufficient  to  oppofe  fo  great  a  force ;  nor 
was  there  any  other  expedient  in  her  power,  by 
which  fhe  could  preferve  the  garrifon  from  fur-* 
rendering,  but  that  of  fending  count  Horn, 
their  governor’s7  brother,  to  intercede  with 
the  inhabitants.  The  Count  forced  his  way,  at 
the  hazard  of  his  life,'  into  the  midft  of  them  ;• 
and  with  great  addrefs  perfuaded  them  not  only 

y  The  baron*  de  Montigny,  at  this  time  in  Spain. 
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to  defift  from  the  blockade,  but  to  lay  down 
their  arms,  to  yield  up  the  churches  which  they 
had  ufurped,  and  to  reft  fatisfied  with  certain 
places  of  worfhip  which  he  had  afligned  them 
without  the  city  2. 

From  this  reprefentation  of  the  conduCt  of 
the  prince  of  Orange  and  the  counts  Horn  and 
Egmont,  they  had  very  little  reafon,  it  Ihould 
feem,  to  dread  the  King’s  difpleafure.  For 
they  were  not  lefs  aftive,  nor  lefs  fuccefsful, 
than  the  other  governors3,  with  whom  Philip 
is  faid  to  have  been  entirely  fatisfied.  But  the 
difapprobation  which  they  had  difcovered  of 
his  meafures  of  government  fome  years  before  ; 
the  objections  which  they  had  urged  againft  his 
retaining  the  Spaniih  forces  in  the  Low  Coun¬ 
tries  ;  the  neceffity  to  which  they  had  reduced 
him,  of  removing  Granvelle;  their  frequent  re- 
monftrances  in  the  council  againft  the  inqui- 
fition  and  edicts ;  and  the  attachment  which 
they  had  ever  Ihewn  to  the  liberty  and  conftitu* 
tional  privileges  of  the  provinces:  all  thefe 
caufes  had  alienated  him  entirely  from  them, 
and  had  begotten,  in  his  dark  revengeful  mind, 
a  degree  of  hatred  and  refentment,  which  nei¬ 
ther  time,  repentance,  nor  faithful  fervices, 
could  erafe. 

z  Brandt,  Meteren,  &c. 

8  The  counts  Aremberg  and  Megen. 
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These  noblemen  had  been  difappointed  of 
the  private,  as  well  as  public  advantages  which 
they  expe&ed  to  derive  from  the  reriioval  of 
Granvelle.  Viglius  and  count  Barlaimont  were 
equally  their  enemies  as  the  Cardinal,  and 
equally  difpofed  to  put  malicious  interpretations 
on  their  conduct.  In  thefe  they  were  power¬ 
fully  feconded  by  Granvelle ;  who,  fome  time 
after  his  leaving  the  Netherlands,  had  been 
called  to  Madrid,  where  he  enjoyed  his  wonted 
influence.  This  he  did  not  fail  to  employ 
againfl  his  enemies  in  the  Netherlands;  and  he 
found  it  eafy  to  perfuade  the  King,  that  in  fecret 
they  had  been  abettors  of  all  the  diflturbances 
which  had  arifen.  Philip  was  therefore  fired 
with  indignation  againfl  them,  and  refolved 
fooner  or  later  to  make  them  feel  the  weight  of 
his  refentment.  At  prefent,  however,  he  thought 
it  neceflary  to  conceal  his  fentiments;  and  in 
his  anfwer  to  the  account  of  the  late  tranfactions 
tranfmitted  to  him  by  the  Regent,  he  exprefled 
his  gratitude  for  the  zeal  that  had  been  dif- 
covered  in  his  fervice,  and  exhorted  her,  and 
the  governors  of  the  provinces,  to  continue 
their  endeavours  to  allay  the  tumults  in  the  belt 
manner  which  the  prefent  circumflances  would 
permit. 

With  this  anfwer  he  fent  money,  and  an  or¬ 
der  for  railing  a  body  of  Catholic  troops,  upon 

whole 
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whofe  fidelity  he  could  depend  for  an  abfolute 
compliance  with  his  will. 

The  Regent  was  not  remifs  in  executing  this 
order.  She  immediately  levied  a  body  of  ca¬ 
valry,  and  five  regiments  of  infantry  ;  of  which 
{he  gave  the  command  to  the  counts  Erbeftian, 

Charles  of  Mansfelt,  Reuls,  Baron  Schomberg, 
and  the  Sieur  de  Hierges,  fon  of  count  Barlai- 
mont. 

The  prince  of  Orange  and  the  counts  Horn 
and  Egmont  could  eafily  difcern  the  defign  of 
this  armament ;  and  they  declared  their  difap- 
probation  of  it  in  the  council,  as  a  meafure 
calculated  to  rekindle  the  flames  of  difcord  and 
{edition. 

They  were  at  the  fame  time  informed  by  let-  Difcovery 
ters  from  the  marquis  of  Mons,  and  the  baron  defigns?  * 
of  Montigny,  that  whatever  public  anfwer  had 
been  fent  from  the  court  of  Spain  to  the  duchefs 
of  Parma,  it  was  known  to  every  perfon  at 
Madrid,  that  the  King  was  highly  offended  at 
the  conceflions  which  they  had  made  lately  to 
the  Proteftants.  That  they  were  confidered  as 
fomenters  of  the  tumults,  and  encouragers  of 
herefy.  That  the  King  and  his  miniffers  talked 
_now  more  explicitly  than  they  had  hitherto 
done.  The  compromife  had  no  other  name 
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given  it  but  that  of  a  confpiracy ;  and  the  po- 
j  pular  infurrections  were  never  mentioned  but  as 
an  open  rebellion.  There  was  no  longer  any 
room  to  doubt  that  the  King,  by  the  advice  of 
Granvelle  and  Alva,  was  determined  to  wreck 
his  refentment  on  all  concerned,  and  particu¬ 
larly  on  them,  whom  he  confidered  as  the  moll 
guilty.  And  although  at  firlt  domeltic  forces 
only  were  to  be  employed,  yet  their  operations 
would  foon  be  feconded  by  thofe  of  Spain. 

The  prince  of  Orange  had  feveral  times  de- 
fired  leave  of  the  Regent  to  refign  his  employ¬ 
ments;  alleging,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  him 
at  once  to  difcharge  his  duty  to  his  country, 
and  to  fatisfy  the  King.  The  Regent  had  as 
often  refufed  to  confent  to  his  requefl ;  and  had 
accompanied  her  refufal  with  expreffions  of 
high  regard,  and  with  entreaties  that  he  would 
not  forfake  her  at  a  time  when  his  a  Hi  fiance  was 
more  than  ever  necelfary.  On  the  prefent 
occafion  he  made  the  fame  applicatien  to  the 
King,  who  gave  him  the  fame  anfwer,  and  em¬ 
ployed  the  fame  expreffions  of  regard  and  con¬ 
fidence  b. 

But  the  prince  had  received  intelligence  of 
Philip’s  moll  fecret  coun  ils,  and  he  knew  that 

b  Bentivoglio.  See  the  tter  annexed  to  William’s 
Apology. 
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his  real  fentiments  were  entirely  different  from  book 

'  y  j  j 

thofe  which  he  profeffed.  Through  a  corre- 
fpondence  which  he  held  in  France,  he  had  's66- 
procured  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  the  Regent, 
from  Alva  the  Spanifh  minifter  at  Paris,  which 
confirmed  the  information  that  had  been  tranf- 
mitted  by  the  marquis  of  Mons  and  the  baron 
of  Montigny.  In  this  letter,  Alva  particularly 
infilled  on  the  prefent  favourable  opportunity  of 
eflablifhing  in  the  Low  Countries  that  unlimited 
authority  which  the  King  had  long  fo  ear- 
neflly  defired.  He  advifed  the  Regent,  as  mat¬ 
ters  were  not  yet  ripe  for  execution,  to  meet 
the  fmooth  faces  of  Orange,  Horn,  and  Eg- 
mont,  with  [the  fame  artifice  which  they  had 
employed ;  and  concluded  with  informing  her, 
that  the  King,  who  knew  them  to  be  fomenters 
of  all  the  diflurbances  which  had  happened, 
would  foon  pay  them  the  wages  of  their  ini¬ 
quity  ;  and  had  fworn  to  punifh  them  and  the 
other  inhabitants  of  the  Netherlands  in  the  mofl 
exemplary  manner'. 


This  letter  the  prince  of  Orange  communi-  167. 
cated  to  his  brother  count  Lewis,  and  to  the  at°Df"dre! 
counts  Egmont,  Horn,  Hoogflraten,  and  feve-  monde' 

e  The  concluding  words  of  the  letter  are,  “  in  a  manner, 
that  would  make  the  ears  of  all  Chriitcndom  tingle,  even 
though  it  fliould  put  in  danger  all  the  reft  of  his  dominions.” 

Brandt,  216.  Reidanus,p.  3.  Meteren,  lib.  ii. 
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b  ook  ral  others  of  the  nobility;  who  met  together  at 
Dendremonde,  to  deliberate  concerning  the 
H67-  meafures  which  it  would  be  proper  to  purfue. 
Count  Lewis,  who  was  naturally  bold  and  ar¬ 
dent,  urged  that  they  fhould  immediately  in¬ 
cite  the  people  to  take  up  arms ;  but  his  bro¬ 
ther  the  prince  of  Orange  disapproved  of  this 
propofal,  and  obferved,  that  if  they  should  be¬ 
gin  to  wage  war  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  af¬ 
fairs,  they  would  neither  be  able  to  carry  it  on 
with  fuccefs,  nor  to  juftify  their  eondudt  in  un¬ 
dertaking  it.  That  the  inquifition  and  edicts 
were  in  effect  abolifhed  ;  and  a  reafonable  li¬ 
berty  allowed  in  matters  of  religion.  That, 
confidering  the  tumults  which  had  been  ex¬ 
cited,  the  Regent  could  not  be  greatly  blamed 
for  railing  forces ;  efpecially  Since  fhe  had  levied 
none  but  Such  as  were  natives  of  the  Nether- 
lands.  At  prefent  they  could  not  allege  any 
good  reafon  for  having  recourfe  to  arms ;  but 
he  believed  that  ere  long  the  belt  and  ftrongeft 
reafons  would  not  be  .wanting.  And  in  the 
mean  time  his  advice  was,  not  only  to  be  on 
their  guard  themfelves,  but  iikewife  to  awaken 
in  the  people  a  fenfe  of  the  danger  with  which 
they  were  threatened,  that  they  might  be  pre¬ 
pared  for  entering  upon  addon  when  the  proper 
feafon  fhould  arrive. 

Had  count  Egmoni  been  of  the  fame  opi¬ 
nion  with  the  prince  of  Orange  on  this  occa¬ 
sion, 
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lion,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  all  who  were 
prefent  would  have  concurred  in  the  meafures 
which  he  advifed ;  and  confidering  the  great- 
nefs  of  their  power  and  popularity,  they  might 
have  induced  the  King  to  drop  his  plan,  by 
making  him  fenlible  of  the  difficulty  of  carrying 
it  into  execution. 

But  they  were  all  exceedingly  difappointed 
when  they  heard  count  Egmont  declare,  “  That 
far  from  taking  part  in  any  meafure  that  might 
be  offenfive  to  the  King,  he  looked  upon  every 
fuch  meafure  as  equally  imprudent  and  unduti- 
ful.  That  from  the  enormities  which  had  been 
committed,  the  King  had  fome  reafon  to  enter¬ 
tain  fufpicions  of  their  vigilance.  That,  for 
his  own  part,  he  was  refolved,  if  poffible,  to 
wipe  out  thefe  fufpicions,  by  exerting  himfelf 
ftrenuoufly  to  reduce  the  people  to  a  fcate  of 
perfect  tranquillity  and  obedience  j  which  if  he 
and  the  other  governors  could  accompliffi  in 
their  refpective  provinces,  he  believed  they 
ffiould  hear  no  more  of  the  Spaniffi  forces  ;  for, 
after  what  the  King  had  repeatedly  told  him 
when  in  Spain,  he  could  not  regard  what  he  had 
heard  of  his  intention  to  rob  the  Netherlands  of 
their  liberty.” 

The  prince  of  Orange  and  the  other  difcon- 
tented  lords  fpent  feveral  hours  in  attempting  to 
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E  vn  K  bring  him  over  to  their  opinion,  but  in  vain. 
v— '  Although,  as  above  related,  the  Count  had  re- 
JjV-  ceived  fufhcient  proof  of  Philip’s  infmceritv  in 
his  difcourfe  with  him  at  Madrid,  yet  the  con¬ 
cern  which  he  had  appeared  to  take  in  the  inte- 
reft  of  his  family,  joined  to  ids  profelhons  of  per- 
fonal  attachment,  had  impofed  upon  him  fo  far  as 
to  prevent  him  from  perceiving  the  danger  to 
which  he  was  expofed  a 


The  nobi- 
Lty  concur 
with  the 


Reg;nt. 


Thus  disappointed  of  the  aili (lance  of  a  per- 
fon  of  fo  great  influence,  that  the  other  lords 
faw  that  nothing  remained  for  them,  but  to  con¬ 
ciliate  Philip’s  favour,  bv  an  active  concurrence 
with  the  Regent  in  the  meafures  which  fhe  was 
about  to  employ  for  the  perfect  fettlement  of 
the  country. 


Ktr  fuccifi  A  great  deal  had  been  already  done  for  this 
Cn^isre*-  end  by  the  governors  of  the  provinces ;  but 
for.MTs.  matters  were  not  entirely  upon  the  footing 
on  which  the  Regent-  defired  to  have  them 
nlaced.  The  zeal  of  the  reformers  burnt  with 
too  much  violence  to  be  reitrained  by  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  magiftrates,  and  ftili  continued 
to  difcover  itfelf  in  the  moll:  uniuftifiable  irre¬ 
gularities  ;  particularly  in  the  city  of  Valen¬ 
ciennes,  where  the  common  people  had  almoff 
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univerfally  embraced  the  reformation.  The 
ftrength  and  populoufnefs  of  that  city,  its  neigh- 
b0urhood  to  France,  and  the  correfpondence 
which  the  people  held  with  the  Proteftants  in 
that  kingdom,  were  powerful  motives  with  the 
Regent  for  defiring  to  have  a  garrifon  placed  in 
it,  compofed  of  thofe  troops  which  had  been 
lately  raifed.  She  wiftied  to  have  had  them 
admitted  with  the  confent  of  the  inhabitants  ; 
but  finding  that  it  could  not  be  obtained,  file 
declared  them  rebels  to  the  King,  and  ordered 
the  lord  of  Noircharmes  to  befiege  the  town. 
The  citizens  feemed  at  firlt  refolved  to  defend 
themfelves;  but  when  they  faw  the  batteries 
ready  to  play,  their  courage  failed,  and  they 
furrendered  the  city  at  difcretion.  Noircharmes 
no  fooner  entered  it,  than  he  Qrdered  the  go¬ 
vernor  and  his  fon,  the  Protellant  minifters,  and 
feveral  of  the  inhabitants  who  had  been  the 
mod  adlive  in  the  late  dillurbances,  to  be  put  to 
death ;  after  which,  having  prohibited  the  public 
exercife  of  the  reformed  religion,  he  left  a  llrong 
garrifon  in  the  place,  under  the  command  of  a 
rigid  Catholic. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  Regent’s  arms  filled  the 
Proteftants  with  terror,  and  infpired  the  Catho¬ 
lics  with  frelh  courage  and  refolution.  She  was 
not  lefs  fuccefsful  in  Tournay,  Bois  le  Due, 
and  many  other  places.  She  even  perfuaded 
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the  city  of  Antwerp  to  receive  a  garrifon,  by 
means  of  which  the  Catholic  party  acquired  fo 
great  authority,  and  the  reformers  were  fo  much 
intimidated,  that,  without  oppolltion,  fne  baniih- 
eti  all  the  Proteftant  preachers,  and  aboihhed 
the  exercife  of  their  religion e. 


Cocnc 

Brecgrcd: 


Count  Bredercde  and  fome  others  of  the 
confederated  lords  had  recourfe  at  this  time  to 
their  frrft  expedient  of  a  petition  or  remonftrance. 
But  neither  the  Recent  nor  the  confederates 
were  now  in  the  fame  fituation  as  formerly. 

j 

She  had  no  longer  any  reafon  to  be  afraid  of 
them,  hnce  Ihe  was  fo  well  orovided  with  an 
armed  force ;  and  many  of  them  having  before 
this  time  become  fenfible  of  their  weaknefs,  had 
ftudied  to  convince  her  that  they  were  now 
entirely  devoted  to  her  fervice. 


Count  Brederode  defireti  to  be  admitted 
into  her  prefence,  but  this  fhs  refined :  and 
vouchfafed  no  other  anfwer  to  his  petition,  but 
“  That  he,  and  thofe  who  concurred  with  him, 
had  wrefted  her  concefhons  into  a  fenfe  which 
{he  had  never  meant ;  and,  by  encouraging 
riots  and  tumults,  had  broken  their  agreement 
with  her,  and  thereby  forfeited  their  title  to 
complain f.” 

EsntivogL'oj  p.  47. 
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From  this  anfwer  B'rederode  perceived  there 
was  no  other  refource  left  him  but  force  of 
arms.  Refolved  to  try  his  fortune  in  this  way, 
he  went  immediately  into  Holland,  and  having 
drawn  together  a  body  of  troops,  he  fortified 
himfeif  in  the  town  of  Vianen.  But  the  counts 
Aremberg  and  Megen  coming  fuddenly  upon 
him,  he  was  foon  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of 
retiring  into  Germany.  He  returned  to  the  Low 
Countries  in  the  year  following,  and  died  in  the 
town  of  Harnhoff8.  He  was  a  perfon  much 
refpected  by  the  Proteftants,  but  appears  to  have 
polfefied  more  zeal  than  capacity,  and  to  have 
been  in  no  refpedt  qualified  to  be  the  leader  of  a 
party. 

After  count  Brederode  was  expelled,  the 
reformers  had  nowhere  courage  to  lift  their 
heads.  The  ftorm  which  had  raged  with  fo 
much  fury  was  fucceeded  by  a  perfedt  calm. 
The  churches  were  repaired,  the  altars  reflored, 
the  images  replaced,  and  the  magillrates  re- 
fpecled  and  obeyed,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
before  the  difturbances  began ;  while  the  dif- 
contented  lords  feemed  now  to  have  no  other 
ambition,  but  to  furpafs  one  another  in  giving 
proofs  of  their  attachment  to  the  Regent,  and  of 
their  zeal  in  the  fervice  of  the  church  and  of  the 
King  \ 
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WHILE  the  duchefs  of  Parma  was  thus 
fuccefsfully  employed  in  quieting  the 
difturbances  in  the  Netherlands,  Philip  was 
only  deliberating  on  the  fubjeCt.  The  Regent 
had  joined  with  the  confederated  lords  in  re- 
prefenting,  that  his  prefence  would  prove  the 
moll  effectual  remedy  for  the  evils  which  pre¬ 
vailed;  and  this  was  the  opinion  too  of  fome 
of  his  Spanilh  minifters.  He  had  long  talked 
as  if  he  intended  to  comply  with  their  counfel. 
He  had  even  given  orders  for  preparing  fhips 
for  his  voyage,  and  all  Europe  was  in  ex¬ 
pectations  of  its  taking  place.  But  if  he  was 
ever  ferious  in  propofing  it,  he  was  eafily  in¬ 
duced  to  alter  his  intention,  by  the  dread  of 
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thofe  inconveniencies  or  dangers  with  which  he 
apprehended  it  might  be  accompanied.  Thefe 
inconveniencies  and  dangers  would  have  been 
difregarded  by  the  late  Emperor,  who  under¬ 
took  a  journey  to  the  Netherlands,  and  put 
himfelf  in  the  power  of  Francis,  his  rival  and 
antagonifl,  in  order  to  quell  an  infurrection  in 
the  city  of  Ghent.  But  Philip  had  neither  the 
fame  perfonal  courage  and  activity  as  Charles, 
nor  that  degree  of  affection  for  his  fubje&s  in 
the  Low  Countries  which  was  neceffary  to  make 
him  expofe  himfelf  to  danger  on  their  account ; 
and  through  his  whole  reign  he  chofe  rather  to 
iffue  forth  orders  from  his  cabinet,  than  to  exe¬ 
cute  his  fchemes  in  perfon a. 

Having  therefore  refolved  not  to  go  to  the 
Netherlands  himfelf,  it  remained  for  him  to 
determine,  whether  he  fliould  fend  thither  an 
army,  to  compel  the  people  to  fubmit  to  his 
will,  and  to  punifh  them  for  their  difobedience ; 
or  fhould  liken  to  their  remonftrances  and  com¬ 
plaints.  His  counfeliors  differed  widely  in  their 
opinions  from  each  other.  The  duke  of  Feria 
and  the  prince  of  Evoli  advifed  him  to  abolifh 
the  inquifition  and  edi&s,  and  to  make  trial  of 
gentler  and  more  indulgent  methods  of  deal¬ 
ing  with  the  reformers  5  fince  he  had  fufficiently 
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experienced  that  fevere  ones  were  not  likely  to  cook 
be  attended  with  fuccefs.  But  the  duke  of  Alva, 
on  the  other  hand,  and  cardinal  Granvelle,  re-  >567* 
prefented,  that  nothing  but  too  much  lenity  in 
the  treatment  of  the  heretics  in  the  Low  Coun¬ 
tries  had  been  the  caufe  of  that  infolence,  and 
thofe  enormities,  in  which  they  had  difeovered 
an  equal  contempt  of  the  true  religion  and  of 
the  royal  authority.  This  was  not  the  proper 
feafon,  they  alleged,  for  the  exercife  of  cle¬ 
mency.  The  King  had  too  long  received  lav/s 
from  the  Netherlands,  inftead  of  giving  them. 

The  people  in  thefe  provinces  had  long  and 
loudly  boalled  of  their  privileges.  If  they 
were  not  fpeedily  chaftifed  for  their  infolence 
and  prefumption,  they  would  ere  long  difpute 
the  King’s  having  any  right  to  command  them, 
and  form  themfelves  into  an  independent  flate, 
in  oppofition  to  him,  as  the  Sv/ifs  Cantons  had 
done  formerly  in  oppofition  to  his  German  an- 
ceftors ;  or,  which  was  (till  more  likely,  the 
prince  of  Orange,  and  the  counts  Egasont  and 
Horn,  would,  under  the  pretence  of  defend¬ 
ing  the  liberties  of  the  people,  reduce  them 
under  their  own  power,  and  divide  the  feveral 
provinces  as  a  prey  among  themfelves.  Befides, 
what  happier  opportunity,  faid  Alva,  can  be 
wifhed  for  than  the  prefent,  for  introducing  an 
army  into  the  Low7  Countries,  in  order  to  efta- 
8  blifh 


/ 


I 


288 


HISTORY  OF  THE  RELGN  OF 


BOOK 


VIII. 


The  Regent 
remon- 
ftraies 
againft  it. 


blifh  the  royal  authority  there  on  the  fame 
defirable  footing  as  in  Spain  and  in  Italy b  ? 

No  arguments  could  be  better  fuited  to  the 
temper  and  inclinations  of  the  King ;  and 
accordingly,  without  further  hefitation,  he 
refolved  to  fend  to  the  Netherlands  a  flrong 
and  well-difciplined  army,  under  the  command 
of  the  duke  of  Alva,  whom,  from  long  expe¬ 
rience,  he  knew  to  be  qualified  in  every  refpedt 
for  executing  the  plan  of  tyranny  and  oppreflion 
which  he  was  determined  to  purfue. 

In  the  mean  time  the  duchefs  of  Parma  had 
reduced  the  affairs  of  the  Low  Countries  into 
the  htuation  which  is  above  defcribed.  She 
fent  fpeedy  information  to  the  King  of  the 
fuccefs  with  which  her  endeavours  had  been 
accompanied  ;  and  reprefented  to  him,  that  there 
was  not  now  the  leaft  occafion  for  the  army 
which  he  had  begun  to  prepare,  fince  the 
tumults  were  allayed,  the  rioters  punifhed,  the 
heretics  filenced,  the  church  reinflated  in  its 
wonted  authority,  garrifons  put  in  fufpected 
places,  and  the  whole  country  fettled  in  a  date 
of  perfect  order  and  tranquillity. 

Had  Philip  been  in  reality  influenced  by  the 
motives  which  he  pretended,  he  would,  on  re- 
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Reiving  this  intelligence,  have  countermanded  book: 
the  orders  which  he  had  iffued  for  the  march  of  ,  A  j 
the  troops.  But  in  iffuing  thefe  orders  it  is  im-  >5r,7- 
poffible  to  believe,  that  he  was  prompted  either 
by  zeal  for  religion,  or  concern  for  the  welfare 
of  his  Flemifh  fubjects ;  but  partly  by  the  ambition 
of  eftablifhing  among  them  a  defpotic  govern¬ 
ment  on  the  ruins  of  their  ancient  conflitution, 

(a  meafure  wdiich  the  diftance  of  the  Netherlands 
from  his  feat  of  empire  mull  have  rendered 
particularly  definable  to  a  prince  of  fo  imperious 
a  temper,)  and  partly  by  an  implacable  refent- 
ment  againll  the  prince  of  Orange  and  the  other 
lords,  who  had  difcovered  a  jealoufy  of  his 
defigns.  * 

Regardless,  therefore,  of  the  change  which 
the  affairs  in  the  Netherlands  had  lately  under¬ 
gone,  Philip  perlilled  in  his  purpofe.  The  duke 
of  Alva  went  by  fea  for  Italy,  and  thence,  after 
having  affembled  the  feveral  bodies  of  troops 
which  were  cantoned  there,  amounting  to  eight 
thoufand  foot  and  one  thoufand.  five  hundred 
horfe,  he  dire&ed  his  march  towards  the  Low 
Countries,  firlt  through  the  territories  of  the 
duke  of  Savoy,  and  then  through  Burgundy 
and  Lorrain.  His  army  was  augmented  on  its 
march,  by  the  addition  of  three  hundred  Bur¬ 
gundian  cavalry,  and  four  thoufand  German 
foot,  and  foon  reached  the  province  of  Lux- 
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BvmK  emburg,  without  meeting  with  any  moleftaticn 
v— — >  by  the  way.  After  putting  garrifons  in  fome  of 
I56?‘  the  frontier  towns,  he  fet  out  for  Bruffels,  where 
he  arrived  in  the  month  of  Auguft  one  thoufand 
five  hundred  and  fixty-feven c. 


The  ifto- 
nifliment 
excited  by 
the  arrival 
of  Alva 
and  the 
Spaniards. 


His  arrival  fpread  great  confternation  and 
altonifhment  over  all  the  provinces.  Many 
thoufand  perfons  had  before  this  time  left  the 
Netherlands  ;  among  whom  was  the  prince  of 
Orange,  who,  having  long  forefeen  the  im¬ 
pending  ftorm,  had  withdrawn  with  his  family 
and  friends  to  his  country  of  Nalfau  in  Germany. 
He  knew  well  how  inveterate  thofe  prejudices 
were,  which  the  King  had  for  feveral  years  en¬ 
tertained  againft  him  ;  and  could  not  account  for 
his  fending  to  the  Low  Countries  fo  formidably 
an  army  commanded  by  a  man  fo  tyrannical  as 
Alva,  without  fuppofmg  that  he  was  determined 
to  rule  the  people  with  a  rod  of  iron ;  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  to  wreck  his  vengeance  upon  him, 
and  all  fuch  of  the  nobility  as  had  ventured  to 
difpute  his  will. 


The  prince  The  prince  would  gladly  have  prevailed 
retires li}6  upon  count  Egmont  to  accompany  him,  and 
Germany,  endeavoured  to  open  his  eyes  to  the  approach¬ 
ing  danger.  He  repeated  tfe  evidence  which, 
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he  had  formerly  laid  before  him  of  the  King’s 
intentions*  and  he  reminded  him  of  the  impe¬ 
rious  character  of  Alva ;  who,  from  being  their 
enemy  and  rival,  was  become  their  matter,  and 
would  not  fail  to  employ  his  power  to  accom- 
plifn  their  ruin.  But  count  Egmont  was  the 
father  of  a  numerous  family,  which  he  could 
not  fupport  with  dignity  in  any  other  country 
but  the  Netherlands.  Confcious  too  of  his 
fidelity,  and  of  the  important  fervices  w?hich  he 
hid  performed  to  the  King,  he  could  not  be 
perfuaded  that  Philip  was  infincere  in  the  pro^ 
feffions  of  friendfhip  which  he  had  made  to  him 
in  Spain  ;  nor  could  he  believe  that  he  wrould 
indulge  his  refentment  any  farther,  than  to 
punilh  thofe  who  had  been  concerned  in  the 
late  diforders. 

The  prince  of  Orange  finding  the  Count  in¬ 
flexible,  left  him,  with  thefe  words  :  “  You  are 
the  bridge,  count  Egmont,  by  which  the  duke  of 
Alva  Will  pafs  into  the  Netherlands,  and  he  will 
no  fooner  pafs  it,  than  he  will  break  it  down. 
You  will  repent  of  defpifing  the  warning  which 
I  have  given  you,  but  I  dread  that  your  repent¬ 
ance  will  be  too  late.” 

In  the  interval  between  the  departure  of  the 
prince  of  Orange,  in  April  one  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  fixty-feven,  and  the  arrival  of  the 
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duke  of  Alva  in  the  month  of  Auguft  following, 
count  Eumont  perceived  his  importance  much 
diminiihed ;  but  he  refolved  to  fubmit  to  his 
prefer.:  difagreeable  fituation,  and  even  humbled 
himfelf  fo  far  as  to  receive  and  welcome  Alva 
in  the  province  of  Luxemburg,  where  he  made 
him  a  prefent  oi  two  fine  horfes,  as  a  mark 
or  his  defire  to  live  with  him  on  amicable  terms. 
Alva  received  this  prefent  with  the  haughtinefs 
that  was  natural  to  him;  but  in  all  his  beha¬ 
viour  towards  the  Count,  he  difiembled  his 
intention,  till  he  was  prepared  to  put  it  in 
execution. 

One  of  his  firil  acts  after  his  arrival  at 
Bruifels  was,  to  caff  both  count  Egmont  and 
count  Horn  into  prifon.  As  the  deed  itfelf  was 
tyrannical,  fo  the  manner  of  it  was  infidious. 
Count  Egmont  having  been  firfi  deceived  him- 
felf,  was  employed  to  draw  count  Horn  into 
the  fiiare d.  When  Alva  found  that  their  appre- 
henfions  were  laid  alleep,  he  defired  one  day 
that  thev  would  come  to  his  houfe,  to  give  him 
their  opinion  with  regard  to  a  citadel  which  he 
propefed  to  build  in  Antwerp ;  and  after  the 
bufinels  for  which  they  had  been  called  was 
over,  thev  were  carried  on  different  pretences 
into  feparate  apartments,  count  Egmont  by 
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Alva  himfelf,  and  count  Horn  by  his  fon  Fre¬ 
deric  de  Toledo.  Count  Egmont,”  faid  Alva, 
“  deliver  your  fword ;  it  is  the  will  of  the  King 
that  you  give  it  up,  and  go  to  prifon.”  The 
Count,  aftonifhed  at  this  unexpe&ed  declaration, 
would  have  attempted  to  efcape ;  but  obferving 
himfelf  immediately  furrounded  by  Alva’s  guards, 
he  delivered  his  fword,  faying,  “  By  this  fword 
the  caufe  of  the  King  has  been  oftener  than  once 
fuccefsfully  defended0.”  Both  he  and  count 
Horn  protefted,  that,  as  Knights  of  the  Golden 
Fleece,  they  could  be  judged  only  by  their 
peers,  and  imprifoned  only  by  their  authority. 
But  no  regard  was  paid  to  this  proteftation. 
They  were  hurried  away  to  prifon,  in  a  place  at 
a  diftance  from  Bruffels,  and  out  of  the  confines 
of  the  province  where  they  refided  ;  in  viola¬ 
tion  of  a  facred  privilege,  which,  by  a  funda¬ 
mental  law,  belonged  even  to  the  lowefl  of  the 
people  f. 

Intelligence  of  this  event  (which  was  im¬ 
mediately  followed  by  the  imprifonrnent  of 
count  Egmont’s  fecretary,  the  lord  of  Bicker- 
zel,  and  feveral  other  perfons  of  diftinction) 
was  foon  conveyed  to  the  remoteft  corners  of 
the  Netherlands,  and  filled  the  minds  of  the 
Catholics  as  well  as  Proteflants  with  the  mod 
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difquieting  apprehenflons.  It  was  no  fecurity, 
they  faw,  again  ft  the  King’s  refentment,  to  have 
adhered  to  the  profeffion  of  the  Catholic  faith, 
nor  even  to  have  been  active  in  oppoftng  the 
reformers.  None  were  confcious  of  fo  much 
merit  of  this  kind,  and  none  had  diftinguifhed 
themfelves  fo  highly  in  the  ferviee  of  the  King, 
as  thofe  iliuftrious  perfons  who  were  now  de¬ 
voted  to  deftrudtion.  Men  therefore  of  all 
ranks  were  greatly  alarmed,  and  began  to  aban¬ 
don  their  habitations;  and  it  was  computed 
that,  at  this  time,  and  a  little  before  Alva’s 
arrival,  more  than  a  hundred  thoufand  perfons 
fled  into  foreign  parts.  Great  numbers  of  thefe 
were  the  molt  induftrious  of  the  people,  who 
transferred  their  knowledge  of  arts  and  manu¬ 
factures  into  the  countries  which  gave  them 
refuge ;  and  thereby  enriched  the  dominions 
of  Philip’s  enemies  whilft  they  impoverilhed  his 
own s. 

The  imprifonment  of  the  counts  Horn  and 
Egmont  was  matter  of  furprife  to  no  perfon  fo 
much  as  to  the  Regent.  Philip  had  affured  her, 
that  although  he  had  conferred  on  Alva  the 
command  of  the  army,  yet  the  authority  of  the 
Regent  was  ftill  to  remain  in  her  hands ;  and 
the  royal  commiflion,  which  Alva  produced  cn  his 
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firft  arrival,  was  agreeable  to  this  declaration. 
But  fhe  could  not  perfuade  herfelf  that  the 
duke  would  have  prefumed  to  make  fo  violent 
an  encroachment  on  her  prerogative,  by  the 
imprifonment  of  two  of  the  firft  perfons  in  the 
State,  unlefs  he  had  been  inverted  with  an 
authority  much  fuperior  to  that  of  which  fhe 
had  been  informed.  The  King  had  not  been 
ingenuous,  floe  fufpefted,  in  his  conduct  towards 
her,  and  had  conferred  powers  on  Alva  by 
which  her  authority  as  Regent  was  impaired. 
This  flie  confidered  as  a  proof  that  Philip  had 
liftened  to  the  calumnies  of  her  enemies,  and 
did  not  repofe  in  her  that  truft  and  confidence  ' 
which  fhe  was  confcious  her  zeal  to  promote  his 
intereft  had  deferved.  She  judged  that  it  would 
be  derogatory  to  her  honour,  to  remain  any 
longer  in  the  Netherlands;  and  immediately 
applied  for  liberty  to  retire.  After  repeated 
folicitations  fhe  at  length  obtained  permiffion, 
and  left  Bruffels  in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fixty-eight, 
much  regretted  by  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Low  Countries,  and  particularly  by  the  Protef- 
tants,  to  whom  her  adminiftration  appeared  mild 
and  gentle,  when  they  compared  it  with  that 
which  they  had  reafon  to  expert  under  their 
prefent  government h. 
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After  the  departure  of  the  duchefs  of  Parma, 
the  authority  of  Regent  remained  entire  in  the 
hands  of  Alva ;  and  by  the  royal  mandate 
which  he  publilhed,  it  appeared,  that  .Philip 
had  veiled  him  with  higher  powers  than  had  ever 
been  bellowed  on  any  former  governor.  They 
were  much  higher  than  as  fovereign  of  the  Low 
Countries  he  had  a  right  to  bellow,  and  were 
utterly  fubverfive  of  all  the  laws  and  privileges 
which  at  his  inauguration  he  had  folemnly  fworn 
to  maintain.  But  before  this  time  he  had  had 
recourfe  to  that  method  of  jullifying  iniquity,  of 
which  the  votaries  of  the  Rornilh  church  have 
fo  often  availed  themfelves ;  he  had  obtained 
from  the  Pope  a  difpenfation  from  his  oath, 
and  no  longer  difguifed  his  intention  to  ella- 
biilh  a  defpotic  government  in  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  on  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  conltitu- 
tion.  Belides  the  abfolute  command  of  the 
army,  Alva’s  commiffion  bore,  that  the  King 
had  conferred  upon  him  the  prefidency  of  the 
three  councils,  of  hate,  of  juKice,  and  the 
finances  y,  with  full  power  to  punihi  or  to  pardon 
crimes  of  every  fort,  as  he  Ihould  judge  to  be 
expedient. 


He  began  his  adminillration  with  publilhing 
a  declaration,  that  a  month  Ihould  be  allowed 
to  the  reformers  for  preparing  to  leave  the 
country,  without  receiving  during  that  fpace 

any 
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any  trouble  or  molcftation ;  and  at  the  fame  eoo k 
time  he  iffued  fecret  orders  to  the  inquifitors  u— 
to  proceed  immediately  in  the  execution  of  their  1*67- 
edifts  with  the  utmoft  rigour. 


To  affift  and  encourage  thefe  men  in  the  ex-  The  council 
ercife  of  their  office,  he  inftituted  a  new  council, 
to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  the  Council 
of  Tumults,  which  he  appointed  to  take  cog¬ 
nizance  of  the  late  diford  ers,  and  to  fearch  after 
and  punifn  ail  thofe  who  had  been  concerned, 
directly  or  indirectly,  in  promoting  them.  This 
council  confided  of  twelve  perfons,  the  greateft 
part  of  whom  were  Spaniards.  The  duke  was 
the  prefident  himfelf,  and  in  his  abfence,  Vargas, 
a  Spaniffi  lawyer,  diftinguiffied  above  all  his 
countrymen  by  his  ayarice  and  cruelty J, 


One  of  the  firft  deeds  of  this  tribunal,  which  Firft  deedof 
might  well  be  called,  as  the  Flemings  termed  the  councl!* 
it,  the  Council  of  Blood,  wras  to  declare.  That 
to  have  prefented,  or  fubfcribed,  any  petition 
againfc  the  late  erection  of  biffioprics,  or  againft 
the  edidts  or  inquifition,  or  to  have  permitted 
the  exercife  of  the  new  religion  under  any  pre¬ 
tence  whatever;  or  to  infmuate  by  word  of 
mouth  or  writing,  that  the  King  has  no  right 
to  abolifh  thofe  pretended  privileges  which  have 
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been  the  fource  of  fo  much  impiety,  is  treafon 
againft  the  King,  and  judly  merits  the  fevered; 
punifhment  he  dial!  be  pleafed  to  inflict k. 

The  governor  had  already  dationed  his  army 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  he  thought  would  mod 
effectually  fecure  the  execution  of  this  cruel, 
undiftinguifhing  refolution  of  the  council.  In 
Antwerp  he  built  a  citadel,  and  compelled  the 
inhabitants  to  defray  the  expence  which  this 
inftrument  of  their  own  flavery  had  coif  him. 
He  began  to  build  citadels  in  other  places  ;  and, 
in  the  mean  time,  he  fpread  his  troops  over  the 
country  in  fuch  formidable  bodies,  that  the 
people,  over  whom  they  exercifed  the  mod 
oppreffive  tyranny,  either  forfook  their  habita¬ 
tions,  or  gave  themfelves  up  to  defpair.  Above 
twenty  thoufand  perfons  efcaped  at  this  time 
into  France,  England,  and  the  Protedant  pro¬ 
vinces  of  Germany  Great  numbers  were 
prevented  from  flying,  and  feized  whilfl  they 
were  meditating  flight  by  the  cruel  hand  of  the 
perfecutor.  The  innocent  were  overwhelmed  with 
horror  at  the  fight  of  the  dreadful  punifhments 
inflicted  on  the  guilty ;  and  lamented  that  this 
once  flourifliing  country,  fo  much  didinguifhed 
for  the  mildnefs  of  its  government  and,  the 
flappinefs  of  its  people,  flnould  now  prefent  no 

k  Van  Meteren,  lib-  iii.  p,  66. 
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other  object  to  view,  but  confutations,  impri- 

fonments,  and  blood  m,  w— v— «j 

1567. 

There  was  no  didin£Hon  made  of  age,  fex, 
or  condition.  Perfons  in  their  earlieft  youth  5 
perfons  worn  out,  and  ready  to  fink  under  the 
infirmities  of  age  ;  perfons  of  the  higheft  rank, 

71s  well  as  the  lowed  of  the  people,  on  the  flighted 
evidence,  and  fometimes  even  on  bare  fufpicion, 
were  alike  facrificed  to  the  rapacity  and  cruelty 
of  the  governor  and  his  affociates. 

Although  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  months  Cruelty  of 
upwards  of  eighteen  hundred  perfons  differed  his  affoci- 
by  the  hand  of  the  executioner ;  yet  the  duke  atei‘ 
of  Alva’s  third  of  blood  was  not  fatiated.  Pri- 
foners  were  not  brought  in  fo  fad,  nor  feized  in 
fuch  confiderable  numbers,  as  he  defired.  The 
time  of  Carnival  was  approaching,  when  he 
expe&ed  that  he  fliould  find  the  reformers  off 
their  guard.  They  would  then  leave  their 
fkulking  places,  he  fuppofed,  and  vifit  their 
families,  while  the  Catholics  were  immerfed  in 
mirth  and  difiipation.  On  this  occafion  his 
foldiers,  accompanied  by  the  inquifitors,  like 
fo  many  wolves,  were  let  loofe  among  the  Pro- 
tedants ;  who  were  feized  in  the  middle  of  the 
night  in  their  beds,  and  from  thence  dragged  to 
prifons  and  dungeons. 

w  Bentivoglio,  p.  58. 
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Many  who  had  been  only  once  prefent  at 
the  Proteftant  aflfemblies,  even  although  they 
declared  their  faith  in  the  Catholic  religion  to 
be  firm  and  unfhaken,  were  hanged  or  drown¬ 
ed  ;  while  thofe  who  profefled  themfelves  to 
be  Proteftants,  or  refufed  to  abjure  their  reli¬ 
gion,  were  put  to  the  rack,  in  order  to„  make 
them  difcover  their  affociates ;  they  were  then 
dragged  by  horfes  to  the  place  of  execution, 
and  their  bodies  being  committed  to  the  flames, 
their  fufferings  were  prolonged  with  ingenious 
cruelty. 

To  prevent  them  from  bearing  tefiimony, 
in  the  midft  of  their  torments,  to  the  truth  of 
their  profeffion,  their  executioners  were  not  fa- 
tisfied  with  barely  confining  their  tongues  ;  they 
firPc  fcorched  them  with  a  glowing-  iron,  and 
then  fcrewed  them  into  a  machine,  contrived 
on  purpofe  to  produce  the  molt  excruciating 
pain  \ 

It  is  fhocking  to  recount  the  numberlefs 
infhnccs  of  inhuman  cruelty  perpetrated  by 
Alva  and  his  affociates,  efpecially  when  we 
confider  that  the  unhappy  victims  were  not 
thofe  hardened  wretches,  who,  by  daring  and 
bloody  deeds,  are  guilty  of  violating  the  laws  of 

n  Brandt  and  Van  Meteren,  p..  69. 
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nature  and  humanity,  but  were  generally  perfons 
of  the  mod  inoffenfive  characters ;  who,  having 
imbibed  the  new  opinions  in  religion,  had  too 
much  probity  to  difguife  their  fentiments ;  or, 
at  the  word,  had  been  betrayed  into  indis¬ 
cretions  by  their  zeal  for  propagating  truths, 
which  they  believed  to  be  of  the  higheft  im¬ 
portance  to  the  glory  of  God  and  the  happinefs 
of  men. 

Alva  communicated  a  great  {hare  of  his 
favage  fpirit  to  the  inferior  magiftrates ;  who 
knew  that  they  could  not  recommend  thern- 
felves  more  effectually  either  to  the  King  or  to 
the  governor,  than  by  the  exercife  of  rigour 
and  feverity.  Several  of  them,  however,  whofe 
'  humanity  prevailed  over  the  confiderations  of 
fafety  and  intereft,  were  induced  to  give  the 
Proteftants  timely  warning  to  withdraw.  Even 
the  members  of  the  bloody  council  began  to 
feel  their  hearts  revolt  again  ft  the  reiterated 
inftances  of  cruelty,  to  which  their  fancHon  was 
required.  Some  of  them  applied  for  difmiffion ; 
others  had  the  courage  to  abfent  themfelves ; 
and  out  of  the  twelve,  of  which  the  council 
was  compofed,  there  were  feldom  above  three 
or  four  prefent 

About 

°  This  appears  from  the  fentences  which  they  paffed. 
Many  of  thefe  were  fubfcribed  only  by  two  or  three  ;  as  that, 
for  inltance3  againft.  Anthony  Van  Stralen,  which  was  figned 
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About  this  time  the  magifbrates  of  Antwerp 
whofe  behaviour  from  the  beginning  of  Alva’s 
adminiflration  had  been  extremely  obfequious, 
thought  they  might  venture  to  interpofe  in 
favour  of  certain  citizens  whom  the  inquifitors- 
had  imprifoned.  Their  petition  was  conceived 
in  the  humbled  terms ;  and  they  reprefented, 
that  although  the  perfons  for  whom  they  plead¬ 
ed,  had  been  prefent  two  or  three  times  in  the 
Proteffcant  alfemblies,  yet  it  was  only  curiofity 
that  led  them  thither  ;  they  were  flili  true,  fons 
of  the  church,  and  faithful  fubjefts  to  the  King ; 
and  they  had  remained  in  the  country  till  the 
time  of  their  imprifonment,  on  the  faith  of  the 
declaration  which  the  governor  had  made,  that 
they  fhould  not  receive  any  difturbance  on  ac¬ 
count  of  what  had  palled,  till  the  expiration  of 
a  month  after  his  arrival  in  the  Netherlands. 


To  this  petition  Alva  haughtily  replied,  That 
he  was  amazed  at  their  folly  in  prefuming 
to  apply  to  him  in  behalf  of  heretics ;  and . 
they  fhould  have  reafon,  he  added,  to  repent 
bitterly  of  their  conduct,  if  they  did  not  act 
more  prudently  in  future ;  for  they  might  reft 


only  by  Vargas  and  two  others.  Except  during  the  fir  it 
two  or  three  months,  Alva  feldom  attended,  but  all  the  fen- 
tences  were  didated  by  him  ;  and  his  prefence  was  rendered 
unnecefi'ary  by  the  active,  and  unrelenting  cruelty  of  Vargas,- 
Grimeftone. 

allured. 
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allured,  that  he  would  hang  them  all,  for  an 
example  to  deter  others  from  the  like  prefump- 
tionk  '  / 

Notwithstanding  this,  fome  of  the  Ca¬ 
tholic  nobility,  and  Viglius,  who  had  formerly 
concurred  in  all  the  arbitrary  meafures  of  Gran- 
velle,  but  whofe  heart  melted  at  the  prefent 
mifery  of  his  countrymen,  had  the  courage  to 
remonftrate  to  the  King  againft  the  governor’s 
barbarity.  Even  the  Pope  exhorted  him  to 
greater  moderation.  Philip,  however,  refufed 
to  countermand  the  orders  which  he  had  given, 
till  he  fhould  hear  from  Vargas;  who  advifed 
him  to  perfevere  in  the  plan  which  he  had 
adopted,  allured  him  of  its  fuccefs,  and  at  the 
fame  time  flattered  him  with  the  hopes  of  an 
inexhaultible  fund  of  wealth  that  would  arife 
from  confifcation.  Vargas  being  feconded  by  the 
inquifltors  at  Madrid,  Philip  lent  a  deaf  ear  to 
the  remonltrance  which  had  been  made  to  him, 
and  the  perfections  were  continued  with  the 
fame  unrelenting  fury  as  before q. 

The  people  of  the  Netherlands  were  con¬ 
firmed  in  their  defpair  of  obtaining  mercy  from 
Philip,  by  the  accounts  tranfmitted  to  them  at 
this  time  from  Spain,  of  his  cruel  treatment 

f  Brar.dt,  p.  2^5.  *  Brandt,  Thuanus, ,  c.  xliii.  p.  9. 
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of  his  fon  Don  Carlos.  Various  relations  are? 
given  of  that  tragical  and  myfterious  affair  by 
the  cotemporary  hiftorians ;  but”  the  follow¬ 
ing  appears  the  moft  confiftenf  and  probable. 
This  young  prince  had  from  his  earliefl  youth 
been  noted  for  the  impetuofity  arid  violence  of 
his  temper ;  and  though  he  never  gave  reafon 
to  think  favourably  of  his  underif  ending,  or  his 
capacity  for  government,  he  had  difeovered  the 
moft  intemperate  ambition  to  be  admitted  by 
his  father  to  a  fliare  in  the  adminiftration  of  his 
dominions.  Philip,  whether  from  jealoufy,  or 
a  conviction  of  his  Ton’s  unfitnefs  for  any  im¬ 
portant  truft,  refufed  to  gratify  his  ambition, 
and  behaved  towards  him  with  diftance  and 
referve ;  while  he  gave  all  his  confidence  to  the 
duke  of  Alva,  Ruy  Gomez  de  Sylva,  and  the 
preftdent  Spinofa,  again  ft  whom  Don  Carlos, 
partly  on  this  account,  and  partly  becaufe  he 
conftdered  them  as  lpies  upon  his  conduct,  had 
conceived  the  moft  irreconcileable  averfton.  In 
this  difpofition  he  did  not  fcruple,  on  different' 
occafions,  to  cenfure  the  meafures  of  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  government,  and  particularly  thofe  which 
had  been  adopted  in  the  Netherlands.  He  had 
fometimes  exprelfed  his  compaffion  for  the 
people  there ;  had  threatened  the  duke  of  Alva, 
and  even  made  an  attempt  upon  his  life,  for 
accepting  the  government ;  had  been  fufpedted 
of  holding  fecret  interviews  with  the  marquis 
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of  Mons  and  the  baron  de  Montigny  ;  and  had 
afterwards  formed  the  defign  of  retiring  into  the 
Netherlands,  with  an  intention  to  put  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  the  malcontents. 

Of  this  defign  intelligence  was  carried  by 
fome  of  the  courders  to  the  King ;  who,  after 
having  confulted  with  the  inquifitors  at  Madrid, 
as  he  ufually  did  on  matters  of  great  importance 
and  difficulty,  refolved  to  prevent  the  prince 
from  putting  his  fcheme  in  execution,  by  de¬ 
priving  him  of  his  liberty.  For  this  purpofe 
he  went  into  his  chamber  in  the  middle  of  the 
night,  attended  by  fome  of  his  privy-counfel- 
lors  and  guards ;  and,  after  reproaching  him 
with  his  undutiful  behaviour,  told  him  that  he 
had  come  to  exercife  his  paternal  correction  and 
chaftifement.  Then  having  difmifl’ed  all  his 
attendants,  he  commanded  him  to  be  clothed 
in  a  dark-coloured  mourning  drefs,  and  ap¬ 
pointed  guards  to  watch  over  him,  and  to  con¬ 
fine  him  to  his  chamber.  The  high-fpirited 
young  prince  was  extremely  fhocked  at  fuch 
unworthy  treatment,  and  prayed  his  father  and 
his  attendants  to  put  an  immediate  end  to  his 
life.  Fie  threw  himfelf  headlong  into  the  fire, 
and  would  have  put  an  end  to  his  life  had  he 
not  been  prevented  by  the  guards.  During 
his  confinement,  his  defpair  and  anguifh  rofe  to 
a  degree  of  frenzy.  Fie  would  faft  fometimes 
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B  K  for  whole  days  together,  then  eat  voracioufly, 
’  and  endeavour  to  choke  himfelf  by  fwallowing 
Ij6S‘  his  vi£tuals  without  chewing.  Several  princes 
interceded  for  his  releafe,  as  did  many  of  the 
principal  Spanifh  nobles.  But  the  father  was 
relentlefs  and  inexorable.  After  fix  months 
imprifonment,  he  caufed  the  inquifition  of 
Madrid  to  pafs  fentence  againll  his  fon,  and* 
under  the  cover  of  that  fentence,  ordered  poi- 
fon  to  be  given  him,  which  in  a  few  hours  put 
a  period  to  his  miferable  life  at  the  age  of 
twenty- three'* 

February.  Phtlip  had,  before  this  time,  given  a  proof 
of  the  cruelty  of  his  difpofition ;  when,  as  above 
related,  he  chofe  to  be  prefent  at  the  execution 
of  his  protefiant  fubjefls  in  Spain.  His  fingu- 
lar  conduct  on  that  occafion,  and  the  compo- 
fure  with  which  he  beheld  the  torments  of  the 
unhappy  fufferers,  were  afcribed  by  fome  to 
the  power  of  fuperftition  ;  while  they  were  re¬ 
garded  by  others,  as  the  molt  convincing  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  fincerity  of  his  zeal  for  the  true 
religion.  But  his  feverity  towards  his  fon  did 
not  admit  of  any  fuch  interpretation.  It  was 
confidered  by  all  the  world  as  a  proof  that  his 
heart  was  dead  to  the  fentiments  of  natural  af¬ 
fection  and  humanity ;  and  his  fubjedls  were 

T  Compare  Thuanus,  lib.  xliiu  c.  via.  with  Strada,  lib. 
vii  p.  225,  Stc. 
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-every  where  filled  with  aftonifliment.  It  (truck 
terror  in  a  particular  manner  into  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Low  Countries  ;  who  faw  how  vain  it 
was  to  expert  mercy  from  a  prince,  who  had  fo 
obftinately  refufed  to  exercife  it  towards  his  own 
fon ;  whofe  only  crime,  they  believed,  was  his 
attachment  to  them,  and  his  compaifion  for  their 
calamities. 

This  unhappy  people  had  no  refource  left 
but  in  the  wifdom,  public  fpirit,  and  extenfive 
influence  of  the  prince  of  Orange.  Soon  after 
the  duke  of  A|^a’s  arrival  in  the  Netherlands* 
William  had  been  cited  to  appear  before  him  ; 
and  a  declaration  had  been  publifhed  by  Alva,  in 
the  name  of  the  King,  that  in  cafe  of  his  ap- 
pdarance,  the  utmoft  lenity  would  be  (hewn  him. 
But  the  prince  was  too  fagaciou3  to  be  caught 
in  this  fnare.  He  refufed  to  obey  the  cita¬ 
tion,  and  afligned  the  following  reafons  for  his 
refufal. 

“  The  citation  was  of  fuch  a  nature,1”  he 
faid,  “  that  the  duke  of  Alva  could  not  ex¬ 
pert  his  compliance  with  it.  It  was  contrary 
in  feveral  refpedts  to  the  fundamental  laws  of 
the  Netherlands  ;  the  time  allowed  him  to  make 
his  appearance  Was  not  what  the  laws  prefcribed  ; 
and  was  fo  (hort,  that,  confidering  his  diftance 
from  the  place  of  trial,  it  was  utterly  impofli- 
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ble  for  him  to  appear  on  the  day  appointed,,' 
The  duke  of  Alva  was  a  judge,  whofe  authority 
he  mull  on  every  account  decline ;  fince,  as  a 
Knight  of  the  Golden  Fleece,  he  could  be 
judged  only  by  his  peers  *,  and,  as  an  inhabitant 
of  Brabant,  by  his  fellow-citizens.  It  was  a 
breach  of  his  privileges  to  commit  the  power  of 
judging  him  to  a  perfon  who  was  qualified  in 
neither  of  thefe  refpefls  ;  and  when  injuftice  was 
done  him  in  the  very  nomination  of  his  judge, 
he  had  little  feafon  to  hope  for  juftice  in  the  de- 
cifion  pf  his  caufe  ;  efpecially  when  he  confi- 
dered,  that  the  duke  of  Alva  had  lortg  been  his 
perfon ai  enemy,  and  had  lately,  without  hearing 
what  fie  had  to  fay  in  his  defence,  proceeded  on 
the  fuppofitiori  of  his  being  guilty,  and  had 
Hi?  ton  car-  feized  violently,  and  fent  to  Spain,  his  fon  the 
Spain.  count  of  Buren,  who  Was  purfuing  his  ftudies 
in  the  univerfity  of  Louvain  ;  truftibg  for  the 
fecurity  of  his  perfon,  to  his  unquestionable  in¬ 
nocence,  and  the  privileges  of  the  place  where  he 
redded.” 


His  eftates 
cohfilcateri. 


At  the  fame  time  with  the  prince  of  Orange, 
the  earls  of  Hoogftraten  and  Culemberg,  and 
feveral  other  noblemen,  were  cited  to  anfwer 
for  their  conduft  ;  and,  as  foon  as  the  fhort 
term  allowed  to  them  for  making  their  appear¬ 
ance  was  expired,  Alva  pronounced  fentence 
and  confifcated  their  effects.  He 
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ordered  the  houfe  of  count  Culemberg  in  Bruf- 
fels  to  be  pulled  down,  becaufe  the  confederates 
had  fometimes  held  their  affemblies  in  it ;  and 
he  declared  all  the  eftates  of  the  prince  of 
Orange,  who  (befides  his  principality  in  the 
kingdom  of  France)  polfefled  feveral  in  the 
Low  Countries,  and  fome  of  great  extent  in 
Burgundy,  to  be  forfeited  to  the  King ;  a  con¬ 
siderable  lhare  of  the  profits  of  which,  if  we  may 
credit  fome  hiflorians,  he  either  applied  to  his 
own  ufe,  or  bellowed  on  the  numerous  informers 
yhom  he  employed. 

The  prince  of  Orange  was  too  well  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  Philip’s  inflexible  temper,  to  expedt 
that  any  confideration  or  influence  would  pre¬ 
vail  with  him  to  redrefs  his  grievances ;  yet, 
that  he  .might  more  clearly  evince  to  the  world 
the  neceflity  which  he  lay  under  of  having  re- 
courfe  to  arms,  he  fent  to  the  Emperor  Maxi¬ 
milian  a  particular  account  of  the  treatment 
which  he  himfelf  had  received,  and  of  the 
cruelty  which  the  duke  of  Alva  was  exercifing 
againlt  the  people  of  the  Netherlands  ;  and  in- 
treated  him  to  employ  his  good  offices  in  his 
and  their  behalf.  Maximilian,  a  prince  en¬ 
tirely  oppofite  in  character  to  Philip,  readily 
complied  with  this  requell.  To  give  his  inter- 
ceffion  the  greater  weight,  he  made  choice 
pf  his  brother  Charles  of  Auftria  for  his  ain- 
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baffador ;  and  inftrudted  him  to  reprefent,  that  in 
his  opinion,  and  that  of  all  the  princes  in  Ger¬ 
many,  the  prefent  conduct  of  the  duke  of  Alva 
in  the  Low  Countries  was  no  lefs  impolitic  than 
rigid  and  fever e. 

Philip’s  anfwer  to  this  remonflrance  was  fuch 
as  from  his  well-known  character  there  was  rea* 
fon  to  expeCt.  The  feverities  which  had  been 
employed,  he  faid,  had  not  yet  been  found  fuf- 
ficient  to  reprefs  the  pride  and  infolence  of  his 
Flemilh  fubjeCts  ;  and  he  hoped  the  Emperor 
would  take  care  not  to  permit  any  troops  to  be 
raifed  againft  him  in  Germany  by  the  prince  of 
Orange  and  his  afi'ociates5. 

So  haughty  an  anfwer,  given  to  a  prince  of 
the  firft  rank  in  Europe,  who  was  Philip’s  near 
relation,  demonftrated  that  it  would  be  vain  arid 
ineffectual  to  make  any  farther  attempt  to  divert 
him  from  his  purpofe.  It  contributed  likewife 
to  alienate  Maximilian  from  his  intereft,  and 
thereby  facilitated  the  levies  which  were  foon 
afterwards  made  in  Germany  for  carrying  on 
the  war. 

The  prince  of  Orange,  who  for  feveral 
months  paft  had  been  folicited  by  the  Flemifn 
exiles  to  take  up  arms,  would  willingly  have, 
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deferred  complying  with  their  requelt,  in  ex-  book 
pedlation  of  a  more  convenient  feafon,  when  ^ 111  _ 

Philip  might  be  involved  in  war  with  fome  of  i  s6S- 
the  neighbouring  nations,  and  have  it  lefs  in  his 
power  to  bellow  attention  on  the  Netherlands'. 

But  the  impatience  of  the  exiles  to  return  home, 
the  great  additions  which  the  perfecutions  had 
made  to  their  numbers,  and  his  dread  that 
Alva,  were  he  fuffered  to  proceed,  would  efta- 
blilh  his  power  on  too  firm  a  foundation  to  be 
lhaken  by  any  force  which  could  be  brought 
againlt  it ;  all  thefe  confederations  concurred  in 
determining  him  immediately  to  begin  his  pre¬ 
parations. 

In  order  to  raife  money,  he  fold  his  jewels, 
plate,  and  furniture.  His  brother,  count  John 
of  Naffaujfupplied  him  with  a  confiderable  fum, 
and  he  received  contributions  from  the  Flemifh 
exiles  in  London,  Embden,  Cleves,  and  other 
places,  where  they  had  taken  Ihelter. 

IIe  was  aware  how  unable  the  inhabitants  of  His  hopes 
the  Netherlands  were,  to  refill  the  arms  of  ancC 
Spain,  unlefs  lupported  by  fome  foreign  power. 

Philip  was  not,  however,  near  fo  formidable  at 
this  time  as  during  the  life  of  Mary  Oueen  of 
England,  who  knew  no  other  law  but  her  huf- 
band’s  will,  and  never  fcrupled  to  facrifice  the 
interells  of  her  people  to  his  ambition.  Had 
Mary  been  Hill  alive,  and  Philip  in  polTelfion  of 
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his  former  influence  over  the  Englifh  councils,, 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Netherlands  would  have 
ftruggled  for  their  liberties  in  vain.  It  was  for¬ 
tunate  for  them,  that  the  princefs  who  fat  now 
upon  the  throne  of  England  was  led,  both  by  in¬ 
clination  and  intereft,  to  adopt  a  fyftem  of  poli¬ 
tics  entirely  contrary  to  that  of  Mary.  For  as 
Elizabeth  had  eftablifhed  the  Proteftant  religion 
in  her  own  dominions,  ihe  had  before  this  time 
fhewn  herfelf  determined  to  fupport  the  Protef- 
tants  of  the  neighbouring  kingdoms.  She  had 
interefted  herfelf  deeply  in  the  civil  wars  of 
France,  in  favour  of  the  Calvinifls,  w’nilft  Philip 
gave  aflilfance  to  the  oppofite  party.  And  the 
prince  of  Orange  had  reafon  to  entertain  the 
molt  fanguine  hopes,  that  fhe  would  not  remain 
an  idle  fpedtator  of  what  was  pafling  in  the 
Netherlands. 


He  had  conceived  expectations  likewife  of 
obtaining  fuccour  from  the  French  Protellants  ; 
and  with  this  view  had  communicated  all  his 
meafures  to  their  leaders,  the  prince  of  Conde 
and  the  admiral  eje  Coligriy.  But  his  chief 
dependence  was  upon  the  Proteftant  princes  of 
Germany,  whom,  ever  ftnee  he  left  the  Ne¬ 
therlands,  he  had  ftrenuoufly  endeavoured  to 
perfuade,  that  if  they  did  not  exert  them- 
felves  with  vigour,  the  liberties  of  the  Ne¬ 
therlands  would  foon  be  entirely  fupprefled ; 
and  the  trading  cities,  with  the  profperity  of 

which 
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which  the  intereft  of  the  higher  provinces  of 
Germany  was  infeparably  connefted,  would  be 
changed  into  ftrong  holds,  filled  with  Spa- 
nilh  troops,  which  the  duke  of  Alva,  as  foon  as 
his  purpofes  in  the  Low  Countries  were  accom- 
plifhed,  would  not  fail  to  employ  againft  the 
neighbouring  powers, 

Prompted  by  thefe  motives,  and  by  zeal  for 
their  religion,  the  count  palatine  of  the  Rhine, 
the  duke  of  Wirtemberg,  the  Landgrave  of 
Hefle,  and  feveral  other  princes,  refolved  to 
fupport  William  in  his  intended  armament ;  and 
accordingly  they  furmfhed  him  with  confider- 
able  fupplies  of  money,  promifed  him  more, 
and  afiifted  him  in  levying  troops  within  their 
refpective  territories. 

Whilst  the  prince  was  employed  in  making 
levies  in  Cleves,  Juliers,  and  other  countries 
adjoining  to  Brabant  and  Guelderiand,  his  bro¬ 
ther,  count  Lewis,  was  no  lei's  active  in  raifing 
forces  in  the  more  northern  parts  of  Germany, 
pnd  in  gathering  together  the  Flemiih  exiles. . 

• 

Count  Lewis  was  much  fooner  ready  to  take 
the  field  than  his  brother,  and  he  began  his 
march  in  the  end  of  April  or  beginning  of  May. 
He  refolved  firft  to  make  an  attempt  on  Gro- 
pinggnj  and  for  this  purpofe  he  pitched  his 
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camp  in  fuch  a  fituation,  that  whilft  he  cut  off 
that  city  from  all  correfpondence  with  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  country,  he  kept  a  communication  open 
with  his  friends  in  Germany. 

The  duke  of  Alva  fent  count  Aremberg,  an 
officer  of  confiderable  reputation,  to  oppofe 
him ;  and  ordered  count  Megen,  governor  of 
Guelderland  and  Zutphen,  to  march  as  foon  as 
poffible  to  count  Aremberg’s  affiftance,  with  a 
regiment  of  German  infantry  that  was  under  his 
command.  Upon  Aremberg’s  approach,  Lewis 
drew  off  his  army  to  a  Hill  more  advantageous 
fituation ;  and  encamped  on  a  rifing  ground 
with  a  large  morafs  in  front. 

The  Spaniards  gave  at  this  time  a  ftriking 
proof  of  that  ferocity  and  infolence  which  they 
afterwards  difcovered  on  numberlefs  occafions, 
during  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  war.  Having 
conceived  the  mod  contemptible  opinion  of  the 
enemy,  they  were  hred  with  impatience  to  en¬ 
gage,  and  as  foon  as  they  came  in  fight  de¬ 
manded  the  fignal  of  battle.  ,  Aremberg  en¬ 
deavoured  to  reftrain  their  ardour,  by  reprefent- 
ing  that  the  enemy  were  fo  ftrongly  polled,  and 
fo  much  fuperior  in  number,  that  it  would  be 
impoffible  to  attack  them  with  fuccefs  till  count 
Megen  ffiould  arrive.  But  the  Spaniards  were 
not  difpofed  either  to  regard  his  opinion,  or  to 
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refpeft  his  authority.  They  reproached  him  B  ^  IC 
with  infidelity  to  the  King,  and  accufed  him  of 
cowardice  and  ignorance  of  the  art  of  war. 
Aremberg  had  not  fufficient  ftrength  of  mind 
to  defpife  their  reproaches.  Inflamed  with  in¬ 
dignation  at  their  unworthy  treatment  of  him, 

“  Let  us  march,”  faid  he,  “  not  to  conquer, 
but  to  be  overcome ;  and  not  by  the  arms  of 
the  enemy,  but  by  the  nature  of  the  place. 

We  fhall  be  buried  in  the  mud  and  water  be¬ 
fore  we  can  reach  the  enemy  ;  but  it  will  foon 
appear,  whether  I  am  wanting  either  in  cou¬ 
rage  or  in  fidelity  to  the  King.”  Saying  this, 
he  gave  orders  to  advance.  The  Spaniards 
were  in  the  front,  the  Germans  in  the  rear,  and 
the  cavalry  were  diftributed  in  different  places 
as  the  ground  would  permit.  Lewis  rejoiced 
when  he  faw  them  approaching  towards  him. 

He  had  placed  his  cavalry,  under  the  command 
of  his  brother  count  Adolphus  of  Naffau,  on  the 
right.  On  the  left,  his  main  army  was  covered 
by  a  hill,  on  which  he  had  planted  a  flrong 
band  of  mufketeers.  Behind  him  there  was  a 
little  wood  and  the  walls  of  a  convent ;  and  in 
his  front,  the  morafs  above  mentioned,  which 
was  almoft  impaffable.  Yet  the  Spaniards  en¬ 
tered  it  without  hefitation,  and  continued  to 
advance  till  they  were  within  reach  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  fire.  They  came  to  be  fenfible  of  their 
folly  when  it  was  too  late.  Thofe  who  had 
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S  vi n  K  entered  were  prevented  from  returning  by 

— — w  thofe  who  followed,  and  the  farther  they  ad- 
*5°3-  vaneed,  they  wrere  the  more  expofed  to  the 
enemy’s  (hot,  and  the  more  entangled  in  the 
mud.  When  they  were  in  this  fituation,  Lewis 
attacked  them  vigoroufly  in  front,  while  his 
brother  broke  in  upon  their  flank  with  the  ca- 
\ralry.  They  were  cut  to  pieces  almoft  with¬ 
out  refiftance.  Six  hundred  Spaniards  were 
killed.  The  Germans  furrendered  at  difcre- 
tion,  and  were  difmiffed,  after  taking  an  oath 
that  they  would  never  more  carry  arms  for  the 
duke  of  Alva.  Count  Aremberg,  finding  no 
room  to  aft  as  general,  was  obliged  to  content 
himfeif  with  performing  the  duty  of  a  common 
foklier ;  and  he  and  count  Adolphus  ruflfing 
furioufiy  againft  one  another,  fell  each  of  them 
by  the  other’s  fword.  The  Spaniards  loft  their 
artillery,  baggage,  and  military  cheft.  The 
battle  was  fcarcely  ended,  when  count  Megen 
arrived  with  fo  ftrong  a  body  of  troops  as  would 
have  been  fufficient,  if  they  had  advanced  in 
time,  to  have  changed  the  fortune  of  the  day. 
But  they  were  not  able  alone  to  face  the  enemy, 
And  therefore  Megen  found  it  neceffary  tq 
take  lhelter  in  Groningen,  where  he  colled? 
ed  the  fcattered  remains  of  the  conquered 
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The  news  of  this  defeat  affe&ed  the  duke  of  book 
Alva  in  the  molt  fenhble  manner.  He  knew 
of  how  much  confequence  it  was  to  any  caufe  AlvIa5>J^_ 
that  the  firlt  enterprize  Ihould  be  attended  with  quietude  on 
fuccefs.  He  confidered  that  Lewis  had  but  juft  non.  LU 
entered  the  Low  Countries  when  he  had  gain¬ 
ed  a  fignal  victory,  and  that  the  prince  of 
Orange  was  ready  to  begin  his  march  with  a 
{till  more  formidable  army  than  that  of  Lewis. 

The  neighbouring  powers,  he  doubted  not, 
would  be  animated  by  what  had  happened,  to 
grant  the  prince  thofe  fupplies  which  they  had 
promifed  him ;  and  the  Flemings  would  be 
lefs  afraid  to  declare  in  his  favour.  On  thefe 
accounts  he  would  have  marched  immediately 
into  Friefland  with  his  whole  army,  in  order  to 
cut  off  or  fcatter  the  troops  under  Lewis  before 
his  brother  Ihould  arrive.  But  he  thought  it  The  trial  of 
neceffary  before  he  let  out,  to  difpatch  the  trial  ^mC00nutna'^d 
of  the  counts  Egmont  and  Horn,  and  fome  Ho'^ 
other  lords,  whom  at  his  firft  coming  into  the 
Netherlands  he  had  thrown  into  prifon.  Some 
of  his  friends  endeavoured  to  divert  him  from 
his  purpofe,  by  reprefenting  that  the  prifoners 
were  fo  many  pledges  in  his  hands  for  the 
peaceable  behaviour  of  their  adherents;  and 
that  putting  them  to  death  would  only  ferve  to 
embitter  the  refentment  of  the  people,  and 
make  them  receive  the  prince  of  Orange  with 
fppen  arms.  He  ftill,  however,  perfifted  in  hfe 
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refolution,  prompted,  if  we  may  believe  fortle 
hiftorians,  by  the  apprehenfion  that,  during 
his  abfence,  the  people  might  take  up  arms,  and 
releafe  the  prifoners.  But,  if  we  may  credit 
others,  he  was  influenced  rather  by  revenge 
than  prudence,  and  could  no  longer  reftrain  his 
fury,  which  was  inflamed  at  this  time  by  the 
lofs  which  his  army  had  fuftained  in  the  late 
engagement. 

o  o 

In  one  day  he  ordered  eighteen  perfons  of 
rank,  whom  the  Council  of  Tumults  had  pro¬ 
nounced  guilty  of  fubfcribing  the  compromife, 
or  of  prefenting  remonftrances  to  the  duchefs 
of  Parma,  to  be  put  to  death.  Such  of  them 
as  died  Catholics  were  beheaded,  and  the  reft 
were  committed  to  the  flames.  Cafembrot, 
the  lord  of  Beckerzel,  count  Egmont’s  fecre- 
tary,  who  had  been  condemned  for  figning  the 
compromife,  was  tortured  in  the  moft  barbarous 
manner,  to  make  him  accufe  his  friend  and 
mafter ;  and  when  it  appeared  that  his  exhaufted 
body  was  ready  to  fink  under  the  torments 
which  he  fuffered,  Alva,  enraged  that  nothing 
had  been  extorted  from  him  which  could  juftify 
the  condemnation  of  the  count,  gave  orders  that 
he  fhould  be  drawn  afunder  by  horfes  u.  Hif- 
tory  fcarcely  furnilhes  an  inftance  of  fo  cruel 

u  Grimeftone  and  Bentivoglio. 
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Such  was  the  prelude  to  the  trial  of  the  counts 
Horn  and  Egmont,  which  followed  immediately 
after  what  has  been  juft  now  related. 

Although  the  conduct  both  of  Philip  and 
the  duke  of  Alva,  in  the  Netherlands,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  their  treatment  of  thefe  two  noblemen, 
had  been  an  open  violation  of  the  laws,  yet  it 
was  thought  neceffary  to  employ  the  farce  of  a 
formal  trial  before  the  fentence  of  condemna¬ 
tion  was  pronounced.  This  was  intended  to 
leffen  the  odium  which  might  arife  from  putting 
to  death  two  fuch  illuftrious  perfons,  who  were 
fo  exceedingly  beloved  by  the  people,  and  had 
diftinguilhed  themfelves  fo  highly  in  the  fervice 
of  the  King.  But  it  was  accompanied  with  the 
contrary  effect.  It  afforded  the  two  counts  an 
opportunity  of  placing  their  innocence  in  the 
cleared  light,  and  furnifhed  the  world  with  the 
moft  convincing  evidence  of  Philip’s  lawlefs 
tyranny  and  oppreflion. 

The  general  charge  againft  them  was,  that,  The  charge 
in  conjunction  with  the  prince  of  Orange,  they  againft 
had  formed  a  plan  to  abolffh  the  King’s  autho¬ 
rity  in  the  Netherlands  ;  and  the  proofs  of  this 
charge  were,  firft.  That  by  their  contumelious 
1  treatment 
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treatment  of  cardinal  Granvelle,  they  had  obliged 
the  King,  contrary  to  his  inclination,  to  remove 
that  prelate  from  the  Low  Countries. 

2.  That  they  were  privy  to'  the  confederacy 
which  had  been  formed  to  oppofe  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  the  inquifition  and  edicts ;  and  al¬ 
though  count  Egmont  knew  that  the  lord  of 
Beckerzel  had  fubfcribed  the  compromife,  he 
had  (till  retained  him  in  his  fervice. 

3.  That  they  had  met  at  Dendremonde, 
with  the  prince  of  Orange,  Count  Lewis  of 
Nafi'au,  and  feveral  others,  to  deliberate  about 
oppofmg  the  entrance  of  the  King’s  army  into 
the  Netherlands.  And, 

4.  That,  inftead  of  punilhing  heretics  with 
due  feverity,  they  had  in  fome  places  granted 
them  liberty  openly  to  celebrate  their  religious 
aflemblies. 

In  anfwer  to  thefe  accufations,  the  two  lords, 
after  prctefting  that,  as  knights  of  the  Golden 
Fleece,  they  could  not*  be  tried  by  any  other 
judges  but  the  knights  of  their  order,  began 
with  declaring,  that  they  had  never  entertained 
a  thought  to  the  prejudice  of  the  King’s  autho¬ 
rity  ;  and  that  when  they  urged  the  King  to 
remove  cardinal  Granvelle  from  the  Nether¬ 
lands, 
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lands,  they  believed,  and  were  ftill  perfuaded,  B 

that  his  removal  was  equally  calculated  to  pro-  _ _ _ 

mote  the  interefl  of  the  King  and  of  the  pro-  15681 
vinces.  Although  they  knew  of  the  confede¬ 
racy,  they  had  neither  any  concern  in  it,  nor 
power  fufficient  to  prevent  it ;  and  count  Eg- 
mont  had  continued  to  employ  the  lord  of  Bick- 
erzel,  after  knowing  that  he  had  figned  the 
compromife,  from  a  conviction  that  he  was  ftill 
unlhaken  in  his  fidelity  to  the  church  and  to 
the  King  ;  of  which  that  nobleman  gave  after¬ 
wards  the  ftrongeft  proof,  by  exerting  himfelf,- 
with  great  activity,  in  detecting  and  punifhing 
the  violators  of  the  churches.  They  had  in¬ 
deed  been  prefent  at  a  conference  in  Dendre- 
monde,  where  count  Lewis  of  Nafiau  had  pro^ 
pofed  that  they  fhould  unite  their  endeavours 
to  prevent  the  entrance  of  the  Spafnlh  troops  ; 
but,  inftead  of  afienting  to  that  propofal,  they 
had  difapproved  and  oppofed  it.  They  had 
done  every  thing  in  their  power  for  the  fup- 
preflion  of  herefy ;  they  had  made  diligent 
learch  for  the  rioters,  and  punilhed  many  of 
them  with  great  feverity  \  and  although  they 
had  in  fome  places  granted  the  Proteftants  li¬ 
berty  to  hold  their  religious  affemblies,  yet  they 
had  done  fo  becaufe  they  could  not  otherwise 
have  prevented  the  demolition  of  the  churches, 
befides  many  other  mifchievous  effe&s,  which 
there  was  tiuj  ftrongeft  reafon  to  apprehend 
Vox..  I,  Y  from 
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4—- v— ^  the  worft,  they  had  been  guilty  only  of  an  error 

3s6g*  in  judgment.  They  had  lived,  and  would  die, 
in  the  belief  and  praftice  of  the  Catholic  reli- 
_  gion.  And  as  they  had  not  been  wanting  in 
their  duty  to  the  church  ;  fo  they  had  lately 
given  inconteftible  evidence  of  their  devotion 
to  the  King,  by  taking  cheerfully,  at  the  du- 
chefs  of  Parma’s  defire,  an  oath  to  obey  the 
King  in  every  thing  ;  and  to  regard,  as  enemies 
to  the  State,  all  thofe  whom  he  fliould  be  pleafed 
to  condemn. 


Jntercef- 
fions  in 
their  be¬ 
half. 


While  theprifoners  offered  thefe  fatisfadlory 
defences  of  their  conduct,  the  molt  earned;  felici¬ 
tations  were  employed  in  their  behalf. 


The  Emperor  Maximilian,  agreeably  to  the 
humanity  of  his  character,  interceded  with  Philip 
in  their  favour,  and  flattered  himfelf  fo  ffrongly 
with  the  hopes  of  fuccefs,  that,  a  few  days  be¬ 
fore  their  execution,  he  fent  to  inform  the 
countefs  of  Egmont,  that  her  fears  for  her  huf- 
fcand’s  life  would,  he  now  believed,  be  happily 
difappointed. 

The  duchefs  of  Parma  too,  who  had  never 
fufpedted  that  the  complaints  v/hich  (he  had  made 
againfl:  the  prifoners  during  her  regency,  would 
have  been  attended  with  fuch  ferious  confe- 
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quences,  tranfmitted  to  the  King,  and  feconded, 
a  petition  from  the  countefs  of  Egmont  ;  in 
which,  after  reprefenting  that  her  hufband  had 
diftinguifhed  himfelf  above  his  equals,  firft  in 
the  fervice  of  the  late  Emperor,  and  fmce  in  that 
of  the  King  ;  and  that  he  had  often  borne  a  prin¬ 
cipal  fhare  in  their  wars  and  victories  both  in 
Europe  and  Africa  ;  fhe  concluded  with  intreat¬ 
ing,  that  if,  notwith  handing  her  hufband’s  de-* 
fence  of  his  conduct,  he  ihould  flill  be  found  ob¬ 
noxious  to  juftice  ;  yet,  on  account  of  his  former 
fervices,  the  King  would  remember  him  with 
mercy,  and  take  into  confideratidn  the  deplorable 
fituation  to  which  fhe,  and  her  eleven  helplefs 
children,  would  be  reduced  by  the  ignominious 
death  of  her  hufband. 

But  Philip,  curfed  with  the  moil  unfeeling 
heart,  remained  relentlefs  and  inflexible;  and, 
conformably  to  his  orders,  Alva  pronounced 
fentence  of  death  both  againfc  count  Egmcnt 
and  count  Horn,  in  the  beginning  of  June  one 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  fixty-eight,  after 
they  had  fuffered  near  nine  months’  imprifon- 
ment.  The  fentence  .  was  intimated  to  them  in 
the  middle  of  the  night,  when  they  were  in 
bed,  by  the  bifliop  of  Ipres.  They  received 
the  intelligence  with  becoming  fortitude  and 
refignation.  “  I  am  not  confcious,”  faid  count 
Egmont,  e5  of  having  deferved  fuck  hard  ufagc 
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from  the  King,  whofe  glory  and  intereft  I  have 
fmcerely  ftudied  to  promote.  But  I  will  fub- 
mit  t p  my  fate  with  patience  ;  although  my 
heart  bleeds  when  I  think  on  my  wife  and 
children.” 


Letter  of 
count  Eg- 
mont  to. 
Philip. 


June  5th, 
15  6  S. 


“The  execu¬ 
tion. 


A  few  hours  before  his  death  he  wrote  to  the 
King,  “  That  although  it  had  pleafed  him  to 
order  fentence  of  death  to  be  pronounced  againft 
him  as  a  traitor,  and  an  abettor  of  heretics  ;  yet 
in  juftice  to  himfelf  he  muft  declare,  that  he  had 
never  failed,  in  word  or  in  deed,  in  his  duty 
either  to  him  or  to  the  church.  I  cannot  there¬ 
fore  doubt  (continued  he)  that  when  you  fhall 
receive  true  information  of  what  has  palfed  in 
the  Low  Countries,  you  will  be  fenfible  how 
unjuftly  I  have  been  ufed  ;  having  been  con¬ 
demned  for  doing  what  I  never  did  or  intended  ; 
and  for  the  truth  of  this,  I  call  Almighty  God  to 
witnefs,  before  whom  I  fhall  foon  appear.  My 
laft  and  only  requefl  is,  that  on  account  of  my 
former  ferviccs,  and  the  integrity  of  my  in¬ 
tentions,  you  will  take  compafiion  on  my 
unhappy  wife  and  children  ;  in  the  hopes  of 
which  I  will  patiently  fubmit  to  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  fentence  which  has  been  paffed 
againft  meu.” 

Both  prifoners  had,  k  few  days  before,  been 
brought  from  Ghent  to  Bruflels.  Count  Eg- 
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moot  was  firfl  conduced  to  the  place  of  ex¬ 
ecution,  with  Julio  Romero,  camp  marfhal,  on 
one  hand,  and  the  Tifhop  of  Ipres  on  the  other. 
The  fcaffold  was  covered  with  black  cloth,  and 
furrounded  by  a  ftrong  guard,  confiding  of 
nineteen  companies  of  foldiers.  The  count 
went  up  to  the  fcaffold  accompanied  only  by 
the  bifhop  of  Ipres ;  with  whom,  having  dif- 
courfed  fome  time  (on  what  fubjedt  we  are  not 
told),  he  kneeled  down  and  prayed  ;  then  rofe 
again,  and  throwing  off  his  robe,  he  wrapped 
his  head  and  face  in  a  handkerchief,  and  again, 
kneeling  down,  with  his  hands  joined,  he  in 
that  pofture  received  the  ftroke  of  the  execur 
doner. 

The  head  and  body,  and  the  blood  which 
flowed  from  them,  were  covered  with  a  black 
cloth,  to  hide  them  from  the  view  of  count 
Horn  ;  who  was  foon  after  brought  thither,  ac¬ 
companied  by  the  fame  attendants.  Raving 
cifcended  the  fcaffold,  he  enquired  whether 
count  Egmont  was  already  beheaded  ;  and  be¬ 
ing  told  that  he  was,  “We  have  not  feen  one 
another/’  faid  he,  “  frnce  the  day  when  we  were 
call  into  prifon.  But  from  oqr  fate,  my  friends,’5 
addreffmg  himfelf  to  the  fpe&ators,  “  learn  to 
know  the  meafure  of  obedience,  required  by 
your  fyperiors.  If  I  have  ever  offended  any  of 
you,  I  now  afk  forgivenefs,  Vid  befeech  you  to 
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book  aflifl;  me  with  your  prayers.”  Then  having 
difrobed  himfelf,  he  fubmitted  to  his  fate  with 
I568.  perfeft  compofure  and  tranquillity. 


The  heads  were  fet  up  oppofite  to  each  other, 
on  two  iron  poles,  faftened  to  the  fides  of  the 
fcaffold  ;  where  they  remained  till  the  afternoon, 
when  they  were  taken  down  and  delivered,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  bodies,  to  the  friends  of  the 
deceafed  x. 

The  unmerited  death  of  thefe  two  great  men 
excited  univerfal  grief  and  indignation.  Nor 
could  the  fpedators  be  deterred,  by  the  nu- 
/  merous  troops  which  furrounded  them,  from 

teftifying  their  refentment.  Many  of  them, 
forgetting  the  danger  to  which  they  expofed 
themfelves,  rulhed  forward  to  the  fcaflold,  dipped 
their  handkerchiefs  in  the  blood,  and  vowed, 
in  the  hearing  of  the  Spaniards,  "that  ere  long 
the  governor  and  his  afl'oeiates  fhould  have 
reafon  to  repent  of  the  cruel  murder  that  had 
been  committed  \ 


Oliaiafkr 
of  count 
Bgmont. 


Count  Egmont  was  forty-fix  years  of  age 
when  he  fuffered.  To  the  molt  fplendid  bodily 
accomplifhments,  he  joined  great  gentlenefs 
pf  manners,  and  the  molt  engaging  affability. 
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From  his  youth  he  had  accompanied  the  late 
Emperor  in  his  military  expeditions,  and  had  on 
all  occafions  acquitted  himfelf  with  the  higheft 
honour,  while  at  the  fame  time  he  rendered 
himfelf  univerfally  beloved.  Of  the  two  viclo- 
ries  which  Philip’s  armies  gained  over  the 
French  at  St.  Ouintin  and  Gravelines,  it  is  al- 
lowed  that  the  one  was  owing  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  and  the  other  entirely,  to  count  Egmont. 
As  all  men  were  acquainted  with  the  advantages 
which  Philip  derived  from  thefe  victories,  they 
were  {hocked  at  the  ungrateful  return  which  he 
now  made  to  the  perfon  by  whofe  valour  and 
conduct  they  had  been  obtained  L 
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After  this  difmal  cataftrophe,  Alva  having  Aiva 
nothing  to  prevent  him  from  turning  his  whole 
attention  to  the  war  with  count  Lewis  of  Naf-  ‘Tount 

Lewis, 

fan,  ordered  bridges  to  be  thrown  over  the 
IMaefe,  the  Rhine,  and  the  Iffel,  and  marched 
directly  to  the  enemy.  He  reached  Daventer, 
where  he  had  given  orders  for  feveral  bodies 
of  troops  to  meet  him  about  the  middle  of  July ; 
and  in  a  few  days  after,  he  arrived  with  his 


2  At  the  fame  time  that  what  is  above  related  was  tranf- 
ncted  at  Bruffels,  orders  were  given  at  Madrid  for  putting  to 
death  the  baron  of  Montigny,  brother  to  count  Horn,  who 
had  been  fent  by  the  ducliefs  of  Parma  along  with  the  mar. 
quis  Motis  (who  died  fome  months  before),  to  prefent  the  pe¬ 
tition  pt  the  confederates.  Bentivocdio. 
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whole  army,  confifting  of  twelve  thoufand  foot 
and  three  thoufand  horfe,  in  fight  of  the  ene¬ 
my's  camp. 

The  army  of  count  Lewis  being  much  infe¬ 
rior  both  in  difcipline  and  number,  that  general 
quickly  perceived  the  neceffity  of  quitting  his 
prefent  fituation.  He  retired,  however,  in 
good  order,  and  with  very  little  lofs,  till  he 
arrived  at  the  town  of  Gemmingen,  where  he 
pitched  his  camp  in  a  place  that  appeared  al- 
moll  impregnable.  Behind  him  lay  the  village 
of  Gemmingen  ;  on  his  left,  the  river  Ems,  by 
which  he  could  be  fupplied  with  provifions  from 
Embden,  and  other  places ;  and  on  his  right, 
a  plain  which  he  fortified  with  trenches  and  re¬ 
doubts  ;  but  that  which  formed  the  chief 
ftrength  of  his  fituation  was,  that  the  enemy 
could  not  approach  him  but  by  marching  in 
defile  along  the  dyke  of  the  river.  This  dyke 
was  ten  miles  in  length,  with  the  river  on  the 
one  fide,  and  a  morafs  on  the  other.  Having 
planted  a  battery  of  cannon  upon  it,  Lewis  in¬ 
tended  to  open  the  dyke,  and  lay  the  morafs 
under  water.  And  in  this  encampment,  he 
hoped  it  would  not  be  difficult  for  him  to  keep 
the  enemy  at  bay,  till  his  brother  fhould  begin 
his  operations ;  when  he  did  not  doubt  that 
the  duke  of  Alva  would  find  it  neceffary  to 
retire. 
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Alva  was  aware  of  Lewis’s  intention,  and  - 
of  the  danger  with  which  any  confiderable  de¬ 
lay  muff  be  attended.  With  the  utmoft  expedi¬ 
tion  he  brought  forward  his  bed  veteran  troops, 
and  arrived  at  the  very  time  when  the  Fle¬ 
mings  were  beginning  to  break  down  the  dyke. 
Count  Lewis  and  the  other  nobility  were  them- 
felves  employed  at  the  work.  When  the  enemy 
appeared,  they  betook  themfelves  haltily  to 
arms,  but  they  were  foon  obliged  to  yield  to 
the  fuperior  force  of  the  Spaniards,  and  to  retire 
behind  the  battery  above  mentioned.  Here 
Lewis  expected  to  maintain  his  ground  by  the 
help  of  his  artillery ;  but  the  Germans  in  his. 
army,  to  the  number  of  feven  thoufand,  having 
been  difappointed  of  their  pay  for  feme  weeks, 
and  believing  that  Lewis  had  money  in  his 
poffelfion  which  he  had  delayed  giving  them 
from  his  dread  of  their  defertion,  refoived  to 
embrace  the  prefent  opportunity  to  extort  from 
him  a  compliance  with  their  demands.  They 
rofe  tumultuoufly,  and  threatened  that  they 
would  not  fight  unlefs  he  immediately  paid  their 
arrears.  Intelligence  of  this  fedition  was  carried 
by  fpies  or  deferters  to  the  duke  of  Alva, 
who  perceived  that  now  was  the  time  to  make 
an  attempt  upon  the  battery.  He  ordered  a 
part  of  his  army  to  enter  the  morafs ;  through 
which,  as  it  was  the  fummer  feafon,  and  Lewis 
Jiad  been  difappointed  in  his  defign.  of  laying 
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the  ground  under  water,  the  Spaniards  found 
their  way  eafier  than  they  expected.  They 
arrived  in  time  to  attack  the  enemy  in  flank, 
whilft  the  reft  of  the  army,  without  fhr'inking, 
marched  up  to  the  battery  in  front,  and  made 
a  furious  affault  upon  it  fword  in  hand.  The 
Flemifn  exiles,  with  count  Lewis  at  their  head, 
defended  thernfelres  for  fome  time  with  great 
bravery ;  but,  being  deferted  by  the  Germans, 
they  were  at  length  compelled  to  retreat.  The 
Spaniards  entered  the  camp  along  with  them. 
The  Germans,  overwhelmed  with  terrbr,  made 
little  refiltance;  and,  as  a  juft  punifhment  of 
their  fedition  at  fo  critical  a  period,  great  num¬ 
bers  of  them  were  put  to  the  fword.  Almoft 
as  many  were  fwallowed  up  in  attempting  to 
fwim  acrofs  the  river,  as  fell  by  the  hands  of 
the  enemy.  On  the  fide  of  the  Spaniards  only 
eighty  men  were  killed ;  but  of  the  Germans 
and  the  Flemilh  exiles,  between  fix  and  feven 
thoufand  perilhed,  including  thofe  who  were 
drowned.  Count  Lewis,  after  having  attempted 
in  vain  to  rally  his  fcattered  troops,  efcaped 
in  a  fmall  boat  to  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river ; 
and  foon  afterwards  fet  out  with  the  earl  of 
Hoogftraten  for  Germany,  to  join  the  prince  of 
Orange  % 
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The  duke  of  Alva  went  from  the  field  of 
battle  to  the  city  of  Groningen,  and  from  thence 
to  Utrecht  and  Amfterdam';  carrying  on  in¬ 
quiries  in  thefe  places  againft  the  Proteffants, 
and  punching  with  rigour  all  who  were  fufpected 
to  have  been  concerned  in  the  late  diiorders. 
He  would  gladly  have  fpent  more  time  in  this 
employment,  fo  agreeable  to  the  native  cruelty 
of  his  difpofition ;  but  he  was  informed  that 
the  prince  of  Orange  had  begun  to  put  his 
troops  in  motion,  and  was  upon  his  march  from 
Treves  to  the  province  of  Guelderland,  or 
Brabant. 

Before  William  left  Germany,  he  publilhed 
a  manifefto,  in  which  he  explained  the  motives 
which  induced  him  to  have  recourfe  to  arms. 
e<  There  was  no  other  expedient  left,”  he  faid, 
“  by  which  he  could  fave  his  countrymen  from 
Haver y  and  ruin ;  and  to  attempt  this,  he 
thought,  was  the  indifpenfable  duty  of  every 
citizen ;  efpecially  of  one  who,  like  him,  had 
enjoyed  the  higheft  dignities  of  the  Hate.  The 
King,  he  hoped,  would  ere  long  be  delivered 
from  thofe  Spanifh  counfellors  by  whom  he  had 
been  led  affray ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  he  did 
not  think  it  incumbent  upon  any  inhabitant  of 
the  Low  Countries  to  yield  obedience  to  the 
King  in  contradiction  to  the  laws.  For  Philip 
did  not  hold  the  fame  unlimited  authority  in 

the 
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book  the  Netherlands,  as  in  his  other  dominions'. 

w  fj1'' His  right  to  obedience  fubfifted  only  whillt  he 

«5 maintained  the  rights  of  the  people;  and,  by 
the  cohftitutions  of  the  provinces,  it  was  ex- 
prefsly  provided,  that  if  the  fovereign  fnould 
attempt  to  violate  any  of  the  fundamental  laws, 
the  people  fhould  in  that  cafe  be.  abfolved  from 
their  allegiance.” 

In  this  manifefto  the  prince  thought  proper 
to  make  it  known,  that  he  had  changed  his 
fentiments  in  religion  ;  and  was  now  convinced, 
that  the  opinions  of  the  Proteflants  were  more 
conformable  than  thofe  of  the  Romilh  church,, 
to  the  great  rule  of  Chriftian  faith,  the  facred 
writings, 

William’s  army,  including  horfe  and  foot, 
did  not  exceed  twenty  thoufand ;  and  the  duke 
of  Alva’s,  after  being  joined  by  a  reinforce¬ 
ment  which  he  received  at  this  time  from 
Spain,  was  equal  in  number,  and  much  better 
furnilhed  with  military  Itores  and  provifions. 
The  prince  was  fenflble  of  the  great  difadvan- 
tage  under  which  he  laboured  in  this  refpect ; 
but  from  the  prefling  invitations  which  he  re¬ 
ceived  from  many  of  the  principal  inhabitants 
in  the  Netherlands,  and  from  the  repeated  re- 
prelentations  which  were  made  to  him  of  the 
nniverfal  hatred  with  which  the  people  were 

animated 
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animated  againft  the  governor,  he  hoped  that,  book. 
as  foon  as  his  army  fhould  appear,  there  would  >  — . — ^ 
be  an  infurre&ion  in  his  favour,  or  that  fome  IieS* 

of  the  principal  cities  would  open  their  gates  to 
receive  him. 

0 

He  palfed  the  Rhine  without  oppofition  in  Ah  a  in 
the  end  of  Auguft,  a  little  above  C.ologn ;  and  p^s°£b 
then  turning  to  the  left,  he  advanced  towards  ^‘r^c°feCr 
Aix-la-Chapelle.  About  this  time  the  duke  of 
Alva  arrived  at  Maeftricht.  The  prince  di¬ 
rected  his  march  firft  towards  Liege ;  but  being 
difappointed  in  the  hopes  which  he  had  con¬ 
ceived,  of  that  city  declaring  in  his  favour,  he 
turned  his  courfe  northwards,  with  an  inten¬ 
tion  to  pafs  the  Made  wherever  he  fhould  find 
it  fordable.  Alva’s  whole  attention  was  em¬ 
ployed  to  prevent  him  from  putting  his  d align 
in  execution,  and  with  this  view  he  planted 
ftrong  guards  along  the  banks  of  the  river,  and 
kept  his  army  as  nearly  oppofite  as  pollibie  to 
'  the  enemy. 

At  laft,  however,  after  feveral  marches  and 
countermarches,  William  effected  his  pallage 
in  the  night,  oppofite  to  a  town  called  Stochem, 
where  the  duke  believed  it  to  have  been  imprac¬ 
ticable.  But  the  feafon  had  been  remarkably 
dry ;  and  the  prince  on  this  occafion  imitated 
the  condufl  of  Julius  Ccefar  in  his  paflage 

of 
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of  the  Ligeris,  by  placing  his  cavalry  a  little 
above  the  ford,  to  break  the  force  of  the 
ftream. 

When  Alva  was  informed  next  morning  of 
what  had  happened,  he  could  not  at  firft  believe 
it,  and  fcornfully  alked  the  officer  who  brought 
the  intelligence.  Whether  he  imagined  that  the 
enemy  had  wings  ? 

The  prince  of  Orange  endeavoured  to  per- 
fuade  his  Hoops,  as  foon  as  they  had  croffed 
the  river,  to  march  directly  againft  the  Spa¬ 
niards  ;  who,  if  this  requeft  had  been  complied 
with,  might  have  been  attacked  with  great  ad¬ 
vantage  ;  but  the  Germans,  who  unfortunately 
for  themfelves,  as  well  as  for  the  caufe  in  which 
they  were  engaged,  never  yielded  due  obedience 
to  their  commander,  refufed  to  advance  till 
they  fficuld  have  a  night’s  refreffiment ;  and 
thereby  loft  the  only  opportunity  which  the 
duke  of  Alva  ever  gave  them,  of  compelling 
him  to  fight. 

On  the  next  day,  when  they  were  led  forr 
ward  to  the  Spanifh  camp  to  offer  battle,  they 
found  it  fo  ftrongly  fortified  with  intrenchments 
and  redoubts,  that  no  attempt  could  be  made 
upon  it  with  the  fmalleft  probability  of  fuccefs, 
Chiappino  Vitelli,  an  officer  of  high  reputation, 
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was  of  opinion,  that  the  duke  ought  not  to  have 
declined  an  engagement,  as  the  enemy  were 
fatigued  with  their  paffage  of  the  river,  and  had 
not  yet  made  choice  of  a  proper  place  for  their 
camp,  to  which  they  could  retire  after  battle : 
befides,  that  it  was  of  the  higheft  confequence, 
he  imagined,  to  give  an  early  check  to  their 
prefumption,  in  order  to  prevent  the  fortified 
towns  from  declaring  in  their  favour. 

But  Alva  had  already  formed  his  plan,  to  h;s  m«. 
which  he  was  unalterably  determined  to  ad- 
here.  He  confidered  that  he  had  a  great  deal 
more  at  flake  than  the  prince  of  Orange ;  and 
that  a  defeat  would  be  attended  not  only  with 
the  lofs  of  his  army,  but  the  greatefl  part  of  the 
provinces.  He  was  acquainted  too  with  the 
narrownefs  of  William’s  finances,  and  knew  that 
he  mufl  encounter  the  mod ,  unfurmountable 
difficulties  in  fupporting  fo  numerous  an  army 
for  any  confiderable  time ;  efpecially  as  the 
winter  feafon  was  fall  approaching,  when,  unlefs 
he  fhould  get  poffeffion  of  feme  of  the  great 
towns,  it  would  be  impoffible  for  him  to  re* 
main  in  the  Netherlands. 

With  this  view,  as  he  fufpedted  that  the  Hisprudent 
prince  intended  to  lead  his  army  into  Brabant, 
he  flrengthened  the  garrifons  of  Tillemont, 

Louvain,  and  BrufTels;  and  when  William  di¬ 
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reeled  his  march  towards  Tongres,  the  Dub? 
drew  his  troops  fo  near  that  town,  as  made  it 
impoffible  for  the  enemy  to  approach.  Which-* 
ever  way  the  prince  of  Orange  turned  his 
courfe,  the  duke  of  Alva  accompanied  him  j 
marching  fometimes  behind,  and  fometimes  on 
his  flank ;  always  ftraitening  his  quarters,  and 
rendering  it  difficult  for  him  to  furnilh  his  army 
with  forage  and  provifions  j  while  he  intrenched 
his  own  forces  with  fo  much  {kill,  that  the 
prince  fought  in  vain  for  an  opportunity  of 
bringing  on  an  engagement. 

In  this  fituation  frequent  fkirmilhes  between 
the  two  armies  were  unavoidable,  and  in  th?fe 
the  advantage  fell  fometimes  on  the  one  fide, 
and  fometimes  on  the  other ;  but  each  com¬ 
mander  made  fuch  judicious  movements,  chofe 
his  ground  with  fo  much  {kill,  and  exerted 
fuch  an  equal  degree  of  vigilance  and  atten¬ 
tion,  as  effectually  prevented  his  antagonift 
from  obtaining  any  conflderable  advantage  over 
him. 

The  only  fuccefs  which  the  duke  of  Alva 
could  boaft  of,  was  at  the  river  Geete ;  where, 
having  attacked  the  rear-guard  of  the  enemy’s 
army,  he  killed  fome,  and  put  the  reft  to 
flight. 
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The  prince  of  Orange  had  the  fame  ground 
of  triumph  in  an  aftion  at  Quefnoy ;  where, 
having  come  up  with  a  detachment,  confiding 
of  ten  companies  of  German  Catholics,  eight  of 
Spaniards,  and  three  troops  of  light-armed  in¬ 
fantry,  he  put  them  to  route,  and  took  ample 
vengeance  for  the  lofs  he  had  fuftained  at 
Geete b. 

He  was  on  his  march  at  that  time  to  meet  the 
Sieur  de  Genlis,  who  had  been  fent  to  him  by 
the  prince  of  Conde,  with  a  reinforcement  of 
troops  ;  which  fully  compenfated  all  his  Ioffes  in 
Brabant. 

But  the  caufes  already  mentioned  began  to 
operate.  The  prince  had  been  cruelly  difap- 
pointed  of  the  greateft  part  of  the  money 
which  had  been  promifed  him.  The  dread 
which  the  Flemings  entertained  of  the  Spanifh 
forces,  and  the  prudent  precautions  which  had 
been  taken  by  the  duke  of  Alva,  had  prevented 
William’s  friends  from  making  any  effort  in  his 
behalf.  His  army  had  been  often  pinched  for 
provifions.  They  now  defpaired  of  getting 
poffeffion  of  any  of  the  great  towns,  and  they 
trembled  at  the  thoughts  of  palling  the  winter 
in  the  open  fields.  The  Germans  began  to  de- 
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fert  in  great  numbers,  and  had  often,  before  this 
time,  fhewn  themfelves  refractor)'-  and  difobe- 
dient.  For  thefe  reafons,  the  prince  found  it 
neceffary  to  diiband  them  ;  after  having  given 
them  all  the  fatisfaction  in  his  power,  by  paying 
a  part  of  their  arrears,  and  giving  fecurity  to 
their  leaders  for  the  reft  on  his  lordfhip  of  Mont- 
fort  and  the  principality  of  Orange  t. 

After  thefe  difafters,  the  prince,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  his  brother  count  Lewis,  went  to  France, 
and  conducted  thither  between  a  thoufand  and 
twelve  hundred  horfe,  to  the  affiftance  of  the 
Calvinifts. 

Such  was  the  conclufion  of  the  firfl  attempt 
which  the  prince  of  Orange  and  his  brother 
made  to  deliver  the  Netherlands  from  the 
Spanifh  yoke.  It  muff  occur  to  every  reader, 
that  if  they  had  begun  their  operations  and  en¬ 
tered  the  provinces  at  the  fame  time,  the  ilfue  of 
their  enterprife  would  probably  have  been  ex¬ 
tremely  different.  The  duke  of  Alva  would, 
in  that  cafe,  have  been  obliged  to  divide  his 
forces,  and  have  probably  been  overpowered 
by  numbers.  But  unfortunately  count  Lewis, 
who  was  more  expeditious  in  making  his  levies 
than  the  prince  of  Orange,  did  not  poffefs  a 

•  Thuanus  Meurfius,  Albanus,  p.  19.  Metercn,  p.  79. 
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fund  fufficient  to  maintain  them  without  employ¬ 
ment,  and  was  obliged  to  enter  upon  aftion  be¬ 
fore  his  brother  was  prepared  to  fupport  him. 
And  to  the  fame  caufe  may  be  afcribed  both  the 
prince’s  delay  in  putting  his  troops  in  motion, 
and  the  necefiity  to  which  he  was  reduced  of 
breaking  up  his  camp. 
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PART  I. 

WH  I L  E  Philip’s  bigotry,  joined  to  his  B  oo  k 
defpotic  and  arbitrary  conduct,  had  i— — ^ 
engaged  him  in  war  with  his  fubje&s  in  the  Th'e5f;riB 
Netherlands,  the  fame  caufes  produced  a  fimi-  Granada, 
lar  effe£t  in  the  province  of  Granada ;  where 
the  Moors,  who  had  long  yielded  a  tame  fub- 
miffion  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  were  provoked, 
by  the  tyranny  of  the  prefent  government,  to 
throw  off  their  allegiance,  and  have  recourfe 
to  arms.  This  people,  who,  during  feveral  Hirtory 

11  .  .  .  nr  rr  ^  r  i  the  Moref* 

centuries,  had  maintained  polleilion  or  the  coes. 
greateft  part  of  Spain,  were  at  laft  totally  fub- 
dued  by  Ferdinand  the  Catholic,  in  the  year 
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one  thoufand  four  hundred  and  ninety-two. 
But  although  their  government  was  aboliffied 
at  that  time,  the  people  themfelves  remained ; 
and  were  permitted  to  enjoy  not  only  their  pof- 
feffions,  drefs,  and  cuffoms,  but  even  their  re¬ 
ligion,  as  in  the  time  of  their  native  kings. 
And  the  politic  Ferdinand  fcrupled  not  to  fwear 
folemnly,  to  obferve  this  condition,  in  hopes 
of  being  able  afterwards  to  devife  fome  effica¬ 
cious  means  of  reconciling  them  to  the  Chriftian 
faith. 

Being  difappointed  in  his  expedition,  and 
finding,  after  a  trial  of  feveral  years,  that  the 
inftrudtions  of  his  prieffs  were  not  likely  to  prove 
effectual ;  he  refolved,  without  regard  to  the 
oath  which  he  had  fworn,  to  employ  force  in 
order  to  accomplmi  his  defign.  Fie  pretended, 
that  the  citizens  of  Granada  had  forfeited  their 
title  to  his  fulfilling  the  terms  of  peace,  by  an 
infurredlion,  into  which  fome  of  them  had  been 
betrayed  through  the  violent  adminiffration  of 
cardinal  Ximenes ;  and,  on  this  pretence,  he 
ordered  fentence  of  death  to  be  pronounced 
againft  them,  and  declared,  that  unlefs  they 
would  renounce  their  religion,  it  fftould  be  in- 
ftantly  carried  into  execution.  By  this  expe¬ 
dient  he  compelled  fifty  thoufand  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  city  of  Granada,  moll  of  whom 
had  no  concern  in  the  infurredlion,  to  profefs 
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themfelves  converts  to  Chriftianity.  The  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  country,  and  of  the  fmaller 
towns,  being  highly  exafperated  by  the  violent 
treatment  of  their  countrymen,  and  dreading 
that  they  themfelves  would  quickly  experience 
the  fame  injuftice,  began  to  prepare  for  reftft- 
ance.  But  before  they  had  time  to  put  them¬ 
felves  in  a  poflure  of  defence,  Ferdinand,  who 
was  no  lefs  provident  and  active,  than  falfe  and 
faithlefs,  came  upon  them  with  a  numerous 
army,  and  after  taking  one  of  their  towns,  of 
which  he  put  all  the  inhabitants  to  the  fword, 
he  foon  obliged  the  reft  to  lay  down  their  arms. 
Upon  their  paying  him  a  fum  of  money,  he  per¬ 
mitted  a  certain  number  to  tranfport  themfelves 
to  Africa.  But  the  greater  part  were  compel¬ 
led  to  remain  in  the  kingdom,  and  to  fubmit 
to  be  baptized.  They  were  ftill  however 
ftrongly  attached  to  the  Mahometan  fuperfti- 
tion  ;  and  although  they  generally  conformed  to 
the  rites  oft  the  Romifh  church,  they  could  not, 
on  every  occafton,  conceal  their  attachment. 
The  inquifitors  were  perpetually  prying  into 
their  conduit ;  great  numbers  of  them  were 
condemned  and  burnt  as  heretics ;  and  many 
thoufands,  dreading  the  like  fate,  fled  over  to 
Barbary. 

Representations  were  often  tranfmitted  to 
court  of  the  defolation  that  was  thus  produced ; 
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b oo  k  but  thefe  reprefentations  either  did  not  reach 
the  ear  of  Ferdinand,  or  they  were  difregarded. 

I568,  No  remedy  was  ever  applied,  and  the  inquifitors 
continued  to  exercife  without  controu!  their 
wonted  cruelty  and  oppreflion. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  reign  of  Fer¬ 
dinand,  and  the  whole  of  that  of  Charles,  the 
Moors  are  feldom  mentioned  by  the  Spanilh 
hiflorians ;  nor  do  thefe  writers  give  us  any 
other  information  concerning  them  for  half  a 
century,  than  that  they  ftill  retained  their  an¬ 
cient  averhon  to  the  Chriflian  faith.  But  the 
ecclefiaftics,  foon  after  Philip’s  arrival  in  Spain, 
taking  encouragement  from  that  bigoted  zeal 
with  which  they  knew  their  prince  to  be  fo 
ftrongly  actuated,  revived  their  old  complaints 
againft  that  unhappy  people,  and  made  repeated 
reprefentations  of  their  obftinate  and  incurable 
infidelity. 

se  They  are  Chriflians,”  faid  Guerrero,  arch- 
bifhop  of  Granada,  “  in  name  only,  but  Ma¬ 
hometans  in  their  hearts.  They  come  to  hear 
mafs  on  feftival  days,  only  in  order  to  avoid 
the  penalties  which  they  would  otherwife  incur. 
They  work  on  thefe  days  with  their  doors  fhut, 
and  feaft  and  caroufe  on  Fridays.  They  pre¬ 
fers  their  children  to  be  baptized ;  but  no 
fooner  do  they  reach  their  own  houfes,  than 

they 
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they  waffi  them  with  warm  water,  circumcife 
them,  and  give  them  Moorifh  names.  They 
confent  to  be  married  in  the  churches,  becaufe 
the  law  requires  it ;  but  when  they  return  home, 
they  clothe  themfelves  in  a  Mooriffi  drefs,  and 
celebrate  their  nuptials  with  dances,  fongs,  and 
other  fpecies  of  mufic  which  are  in  ufe  only 
jrmong  the  Moors.” 

This  reprefentation  was  well  calculated  to 
make  impreffion  on  the  fuperftitious  lpirit  of  the 
King.  But  the  archbiffiop  knew,  that  political 
confiderations  were  likely  to  have  as  much 
weight  with  him  as  thofe  of  a  religious  na¬ 
ture  ;  and  therefore  he  fubjoined,  “  That  the 
Morefcoes  held  a  treafonable  correfpondence 
with  the  Turks  and  corfairs,  and  were  in  the 
practice  of  carrying  off  the  children  of  Chrif- 
tians,  and  either  felling  them  for  flaves,  or 
fending  them  to  Barbary,  where  they  were 
brought  up  in  the  religion  of  Mahomet.” 
Whether  there  was  any  truth  in  the  latter  part 
of  this  accufation,  does  not  appear  with  con¬ 
vincing  evidence;  but,  confidering  the  near 
affinity  between  the  Morefcoes  and  the  African 
Moors,  in  refpeft  of  religion,  manners,  lan¬ 
guage,  and  defcent,  together  with  the  alie¬ 
nation  from  the  Spanilh  government,  which 
the  cruelties  exercifed  againft  them  by  the 
inquifition,  and  their  exclufion  from  all  offices 
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of  trud,  mud  have  carried  to  the  greated  height i 
it  is  not  furprifmg  that  Philip’s  apprehenfions 
were  alarmed,  and  that  he  thought  it  neceffary  to 
make  provif  on  againd  the  danger  which  feemed 
to  threaten  him. 

/ 

His  fird  dep  was  to  drip  the  Morefcoes  of 
their  arms ;  and  for  this  purpofe  he  fent,  on  dif¬ 
ferent  pretences,  feveral  regiments  of  Cadilians 
to  quarter  among  them,  by  whom  a  great  quan¬ 
tity  of  arms  of  all  kinds  were  feized ;  but  as 
their  fufpicions  were  perpetually  awake,  they 
had  penetrated  his  defign,  and  concealed  a  con- 
fiderable  quantity3. 

This  difcovery  of  Philip’s  difpofition  to¬ 
wards  them  ferved  to  alienate  their  affections 
more  than  ever  from  his  government,  and  at 
the  fame  time  encouraged  the  inquifitors  to 
multiply  their  complaints,  and  to  urge  at  court 
the  neceflity  of  employing  more  efficacious 
meafures  than  had  hitherto  been  adopted.  The 
King  himfelf  was  far  from  being  averfe  to  com¬ 
ply  with  the  violent  counfels  that  were  given 
him ;  and  when  upon  confulting  a  theologian 
of  the  name  of  Oraduy,  that  ecclefiadic,  in  the 
true  fpirit  of  a  Spanilh  inquifitor,  quoted  to 
him  the  proverb,  that  £C  of  enemies,  the  fewer 

*  Ferreras,  arm,  1562. 
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Having  therefore  refolved,  if  poffible,  to  Htsedia 
extirpate  from  his  dominions  the  private  as 
well  as  the  public  exercife  of  Mahometanifm, 
and  to  wafh  it  out  with  the  blood  of  its  vota¬ 
ries,  rather  than  fuffer  it  to  remain,  he  appointed 
a  felett  number  of  ecclefiaftics  to  confider  of 
the  proper  means  by  which  his  defign  might 
be  accomplifhed and  agreeably  to  the  advice 
of  thefe  men,  he  foon  afterwards  publifhed  an 
edift  which  contained  the  following  prohibitions, 
and  denounced  death  in  cafe  of  difobedience  t 
“  That  henceforth  the  Morefcoes  fhall  lay 
afide  their  native  language,  drefs,  and  pecu¬ 
liar  cuftoms,  and  in  future  adopt  thofe  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Caftile.  That  they  fhall  no 
longer  take  Moorifh  names  or  fumames,  but 
fuch  as  are  generally  ufed  in  Spain.  That 
they  fhall  bear  none  of  thofe  fymbols  about 
them  by  which  the  difciples  of  Mahomet  are 
diffinguifliedi  That  they  fhall  difcontinue  the 
ufe  of  their  baths,  which  fhall  be  immediately 
deflroyed.  That  their  women  fhall  not,  as 
hitherto,  appear  in  veils;  that  no  perfon  fhall 
marry  without  a  difpenfation  from  the  ordinary; 
that  none  fhall  remove  from  one  place  to 
another  without  permiffion ;  and  that  they  fhall 
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on  no  occafion  wear  arms,  or  keep  them  in  their 
pofTeffion.” 

The  exercife  of  the  Mahometan  religion 
having  been  prohibited  under  the  feverefl  pe¬ 
nalties  by  former  princes,  no  mention  was  made 
of  it  in  the  edit! ;  but  the  Morefcoes  readily 
perceived  the  defign  and  tendency  of  the  pre- 
fent  regulation,  and  confidered,  that  as  they 
mull  render  the  fecret  practice  of  their  religion 
infinitely  more  difficult  than  formerly,  they 
mufl  infallibly  prove  ere  long  the  caufe  of  its 
extirpation.  Even  although  they  had  not  been 
apprehenfive  of  any  fuch  ferious  confequence, 
it  could  not  be  expected  they  would  tamely 
fubmit  to  thofe  affronting  rules  which  were 
now  prefcribed  them.  Men  are  often  more 
powerfully  attached  to  the  external  forms  and 
modes  of  life,  than  to  things  that  are  the  mofl 
efifential  to  their  happinefs.  With  this  attach¬ 
ment  the  zeal  of  the  Morefcoes  for  their  reli¬ 
gion  coincided.  Their  refentment,  on  account 
of  the  innumerable  cruelties  which  had  been  fo 
long  exercifed  againfl  them  by  the  inquifition, 
added  force  to  thefe  incentives,  and  prompted 
them  to  refolve  to  expofe  themfelves  to  the  lafl 
extremities,  rather  than  yield  obedience  to  the 
edict  that  was  now  promulgated.  But  as  they 
were  confcious  of  their  weaknefs,  and  could 
not  depend  upon  receiving  affiftance  from  any 
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foreign  power,  they  agreed,  before  they  fhould 
take  up  arms,  to  make  trial,  whether  they  could, 
by  folicitation  and  intreaty,  perfuade  the  King 
to  revoke  his  edift. 

“  Their  drefs,”  they  reprefented,  “  had 
furely  no  relation  to  any  religion,  whether  the 
Mahometan  or  the  Chriftian,  fince  the  Maho¬ 
metans  in  Morocco,  Fez,  Tunis,  and  Turkey, 
dreffed  very  differently  from  one  another ; 
while  the  drefs  of  the  Chriflians  in  Turkey  was 
the  fame  as  that  of  the  Turks :  and  to  require 
them  all  to  purchafe  Caflilian  habits,  would 
fubjeft  great  numbers  of  them  to  an  expence 
which  they  were  unable  to  defray.  It  was 
from  modefly  alone  their  women  wore  veils ; 
a  practice  which  obtained  in  many  places  of 
Caftile,  as  well  as  in  Granada.  Their  mufic 
and  dances  were  ufed  on  days  of  feflivity,  only 
as  amufements ;  they  had  not  the  moft  remote 
connexion  with  religion,  and  they  had  been 
regarded  as  innocent  by  prelates  the  mod  dif- 
tinguifhed  for  their  fancfity  and  zeal. 

<c  Their  baths  were  ufed  for  the  purpofe  of 
cleanlinefs  only ;  thofe  of  the  men  were  fepa- 
rate  from  thofe  of  the  women ;  and  it  was  not 
in  the  power  of  thofe  Chriflians,  to  whom  the 
care  of  them  was  committed,  to  allege,  that 
either  the  former  or  the  latter  had  been  ever 

applied 


549 

BOOK 


Their  re- 
monftrancf. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF 

applied  to  any  ufe  repugnant  either  to  decency 
or  the  Catholic  religion.  And  with  regard  to 
their  language,  as  it  was  difficult  to  conceive 
how  the  Arabic  could  contain  any  thing  con¬ 
trary  to  Chriftianity,  fo  it  was  utterly  impof- 
fifcle  for  them  at  once  to  lay  afide  the  ufe  of  it, 
fmce  great  numbers  among  them  were  too  far 
advanced  in  life  to  be  able  to  learn  a  new  lan¬ 
guage  ;  and  in  feveral  parts  of  the  country 
there  was  no  other  tongue  fpoken  but  the 
Arabic,  nor  any  means  eftablifhed  by  which  the 
Cadiliaii  could  be  acquired.”  They  concluded 
with  profeffions  of  loyalty  to  the  King,  and  with 
reminding  him,  that  in  his  foreign  wars  they 
had  given  him  many  proofs  of  their  attachment 
and  fidelitv. 

J 

The  Mqrefcoes  had  not  accefs,  it  Ihould 
feem,  to  deliver  this  remonftrance  to  Philip 
himfelf ;  but  it  was  prefented  to  him  by  Deza 
the  chancellor  of  Granada,  who  was  feconaed 
by  Don  John  Henriquez,  Don  Antonio  de  To¬ 
ledo,  the  prior  of  Leon,  and  the  marquis  of 
Mondejar,  captain-general  of  the  province. 
This  laid  mentioned  nobleman  fpared  no  pains 
to  •  divert  Philip  from  his  purpofe,  by  repre- 
fenting,  that  from  his  knowledge  of  the  Mo- 
relcces  he  was  convinced,  that  an  open  rebel¬ 
lion  would  be  the  confequence  cf  carrying  the 
edict  into  execution.  But  the  King  having 
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formed  his  refolution  after  mature  deliberation,  book. 
and  by  the  advice  of  fuch  counfellors  as  he  ^ '  _f 
moft  eiteemed,  lent  a  deaf  ear  to  all  the  repre-  1568. 
fentations  that  were  made  to  him,  and  gave 
orders  to  Mondejar  immediately  to  fet  out  for 
Granada,  in  order  to  make  preparations  for 
employing  force  in  cafe  he  fiiould  find  it  ne« 
ceffary. 

The  Morefcoes  were  no  fooner  informed  of 
the  ill  fuccefs  of  their  petition,  than  they  began, 
to  meditate  a  revolt ;  and  the  leading  men. 
among  them  having  met  privately  in  Cadair, 
a  town  fituated  in  the  entrance  of  the  moun¬ 
tains  of  Alpuxara,  they  difpatched  ambalfadors 
to  Fez,  Algiers,  and  Conftantinople,  to  fo licit 
afTiltance;  and  at  the  fame  time  fpread  their 
emiffaries  over  the  province,  in  order  to  prepare 
the  minds  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  people  aim  oft  every  where,  except  in  Their  in- 
thofe  places  where  they  were  overawed  by  the  furrea‘on’ 
Spanifh  garrifon,  obeyed  with  alacrity  the  in¬ 
vitation  which  they  received  to  affert  their 
liberty ;  and  in  a  little  time  the  whole  region 
of  Alpuxara,  which  contains  a  fpace  of  feven- 
teen  leagues  in  length  and  ten  in  breadth,  com¬ 
prehending  many  villages  and  many  thoufand 
inhabitants,  was  up  in  arms.  A  reinforcement 
of  feveral  hundred  Turks,  befides  a  -quantity 
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of  military  (lores,  arrived  from  Africa,  and  the 
Morefcoes  flattered  themfelves  with  the  hopes 
that  much  more  powerful  afliilance  would  ere 
long  be  fent  them  by  the  Sultan. 

Their  leaders  in  the  mean  time  held  another 
aflembly,  in  which  they  elefted  for  their  King 
Don  Ferdinand  de  Valor,  a  young  man  of  four 
or  five  and  twenty,  defcended  from  their  ancient 
princes,  and  in  fome  meafure  qualified,  by  his 
intrepid  courage  and  aftivity,  for  the  dangerous 
pre-eminence  to  which  he  was  now  exalted. 
Having  afliimed  the  name  of  Aben-Humeya, 
which  had  been  that  of  his  progenitors,  he  was 
inverted  with  the  enfigns  of  royalty,  with  all 
the  forms  and  ceremonies  which  were  anciently 
praftifed  at  the  eleftion  of  the  Moorifh  kings. 
He  then  entered  upon  the  exercife  of  his  new 
authority,  appointed  his  minifters .  and  officers, 
and  fent  orders  to  all  the  chiefs  who  were  not 
prefent  in  the  aflembly,  to  hold  themfelves 
ready  to  aft  on  the  (horteft  notice. 

His  firft  and  principal  object  was  to  get 
pofleflion  of  the  city  of  Granada,  in  wffiich  he 
doubted  not  of  being  able  to  defend  himfelf 
till  the  Turkilh  fuccours  fhould  arrive.  .Nor 
was  it  without  fome  reafon  that  he  entertained 
hopes  of  fucceeding  in  an  attempt  on  this  im¬ 
portant  city.  His  party  had  hitherto  concealed 
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their  machinations  with  the  mod  profound  and 
faithful  fecrecy.  Their  feveral  meetings  had 
been  held  on  pretences  which  deceived  the  pe¬ 
netration  of  the  Spaniards,  and  their  military 
preparations  had  been  carried  on  chiefly  among 
the  mountains  of  Alpuxara.  The  marquis  of 
Mondejar,  indeed,  notwithftanding  thefe  pre¬ 
cautions,  had  conceived  a  fufpicion  of  their  de- 
figns,  and  had  reprefented  to  Philip  the  necef- 
fity  of  fending  him  a  much  more  powerful 
army  than  was  at  prefent  under  his  command. 
But  there  fubfifted  at  this  time  a  violent  jea- 
loufy  between  that  nobleman  and  Deza  the 
chancellor,  which  arofe  from  a  competition 
concerning  the  rights  of  their  refpeftive  offices. 
Deza,  prompted  by  his  animofity  againft  the 
marquis,  endeavoured  to  difcredit  his  account 
of  the  hoflile  intentions  of  the  Moors,  and  to 
perfuade  the  King  that  there  was  in  reality  no 
danger  of  a  revolt,  and  that  the  edi£t  lately  pub- 
lilhed  might  be  fufficiently  enforced  by  a  vigo¬ 
rous  exercife  of  the  civil  power  alone ;  but  that 
Mondejar  was  defirous  that  a  war  fhould  be  kin¬ 
dled,  becaufe  he  expe&ed  that  the  whole  admini- 
ftration  of  it  would  be  committed  to  himfelf,  and 
the  count  of  Tendilla  his  fon. 

Philip,  though  naturally  provident  and  luf- 
picious,  and  more  inclined  to  fear  than  hope, 
was  by  his  counfellors,  who  were  Deza’s  friends, 
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book  led  to  believe  his  reprefentation  of  the  matter, 
— -v— rather  than  that  of  the  marquis.  And  thus  the 
15681  march  of  the  troops  for  which  Mondejar  had 
applied  was  delayed,  and  the  garrifon  of  Gra¬ 
nada  buffered  to  continue  fo  weak,  that  had  it 
not  been  for  an  accident  which  could  not  be 
forefeen,  that  city  would  have  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  Morefcoes.  Aben-Humeya  hav¬ 
ing  held  a  fecret  correfpondence  with  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  town  of  Albaicin,  which  com¬ 
municates  with  the  city  of  Granada,  and  may 
becdnffdered  as  apart  of  it,  gave  orders  about 
the  end  of  December  to  Aben-Farax,  one  of 
his  principal  officers,  to  march  thither  with  a 
•body  of  between  fix  and  feven  thoufand  men. 
liad  thefe  troops  reached  Albaicin  at  jffe  time 
expected,  the  inhabitants  would  have  joined 
them,  and  thereby  have  made  up  an  army  by 
which  the  garrifon  muff  have  been  overpower¬ 
ed  ;  but  by  a  fall  of  fnow  upon  a  neighbouring 
mountain,  over  which  they  were  obliged  to 
pafs,  they  were  all  prevented  from  advancing 
except  about  one  hundred  and  fifty.  With 
thefe  Aben-Farax  himfelf  entered  Albaicin  in 
the  middle  of  the  night ;  and  if  he  could  have 
prevailed  upon  the  inhabitants  to  take  arms 
and  join  him,  he  might  ftill  have  made  him¬ 
felf  maker  of  the  town;  but,  though  well  af- 
fefted  to  his  caufe,  they  were  deterred  from  de¬ 
claring  in  his  favour  by  obferving  how  fmall 
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a  number  of  troops  he  had  brought  along  with 
him ;  fo  that,  after  having  continued  in  the 
place  for  fome  hours,  he  was  obliged,  before  the 
approach  of  day,  to  make  his  efcape  to  the 
mountain  where  his  army  had  been  ftopt.  Phi¬ 
lip’s  eyes  were  then  opened,  with  regard  to  the 
contradictory  informations  which  he  had  re¬ 
ceived,  and  he  immediately  iiTued  orders  for  the 
march  of  thofe  troops  for  which  the  marquis  of 
Mondejar  had  applied. 

Aben-Humeya  in  the  mean  time  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  fortifying  the  narrow  palTes  which  led 
into  the  country  of  Alpuxara  ;  after  which  he, 
with  one  body  of  troops,  and  Aben-Farax  with 
another,  went  from  place  to  place,  exhorting  or 
compelling  the  Morefcoes  to  revolt ;  deftroy- 
ing  the  altars  and  images  in  the  churches,  which 
they  converted  into  mofques ;  and  putting  to 
death,  in  the  moft  barbarous  manner,  all  the 
priefts  and  other  Chriltians  who  refufed  to  em¬ 
brace  the  Mahometan  religion. 

In  order  to  check  their  progrefs,  the  mar¬ 
quis  of  Mondejar  fet  out  from  Granada  as  foon 
as  he  had  collected  a  fufficient  number  of 
troops  for  his  intended  enterprife.  The  Mo¬ 
refcoes  difputed  with  him  for  fome  time  the 
entrance  into  the  mountains  ;  but  they  were 
unable  to  withftand  long  the  bold  intrepid  ef- 
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forts  of  the  Spanifh  infantry.  Mondejar  tri¬ 
umphed  over  them  at  every  pafs  ;  put  many  of 
them  to  the  fword  ;  took  a  great  number  of 
prifoners,  and  at  lafl  obliged  Aben-Humeya 
to  fly  with  the  Ihattered  remains  of  his  army, 
to  the  more  inacceflible  parts  of  the  mountains. 
In  a  few  months  almofl:  the  whole  region  of 
Alpuxara  was  fubdued.  The  people,  being 
every  where  intimidated  by  the  rapidity  of 
Mondejar’s  progrefs,  laid  down  their  arms, 
and  either  came  to  him  in  numerous  bodies, 
or  fent  deputies,  to  fue  for  peace.  This  he 
readily  granted,  on  condition  of  their  yielding 
obedience  in  future  to  the  King’s  authority ; 
and  he  at  the  fame  time  gave  them  protection 
againft  (what  they  had  but  too  much  reafon  to 
dread)  the  rapine  and  violence  of  the  Spanifli 
foldiers.  The  marquis  de  los  Velez,  who 
commanded  a  body  of  troops  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Almeria,  was  no  lefs  fuccefsful 
in  diflodging  the  Morefcoes  from  fome  flrong 
holds  near  the  fea-coafts,  where  they  had  forti¬ 
fied  themfelves  with  a  view  to  favour  the  de- 
fcent  of  the  Moors  and  Turks.  And  now  the 
marquis  of  Mondejar,  believing  the  war  to  be 
almofl  entirely  extinguifhed,  and  that  Aben- 
Humeya  mufl  either  foon  furrender  or  make 
his  efcape  out  of  the  kingdom,  fent  intelligence 
of  his  fuccefs  to  Philip,  and  defired  that  a  part 
of  the  troops  might  be  recalled.  He  at  thl 
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fame  time  recommended  the  treating  gently 
both  fuch  of  the  Morefcoes  as  had  fubmitted, 
and  fuch  of  them  as  had  been  taken  prifoners. 
But  unfortunately  this  nobleman’s  enemies  at 
court  had  much  greater  influence  than  his 
friends  ;  and  Philip  was  of  himfelf  much  more 
inclined  to  harlhnefs  and  feverity  than  to  le- 
nity  and  mercy.  Without  regard  to  Monde¬ 
jar’s  reprefentations,  a  royal  mandate  was  im¬ 
mediately  difpatched,  commanding  all  the  pri¬ 
foners  above  eleven  years  of  age,  without 
diftin&ion  of  fex  or  condition,  to  be  fold  for 
llaves b. 

This  barbarous  treatment  of  their  country¬ 
men  revived  in  the  minds  of  fuch  of  the  Moref¬ 
coes  as  had.  fubmitted,  all  their  wonted  ab¬ 
horrence  of  the  Spanifh  yoke ;  and  foon  after¬ 
wards  they  themfelves  were  treated  with  equal 
inhumanity. 

Whether  Philip’s  exchequer  was  in  reality 
drained  at  this  time  by  his  late  expenfive  ar¬ 
maments  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  nis  war  in 
the  Netherlands,  or  whether  his  minifters  only 
pretended  this  to  be  the  cafe,  in  order  to  gra- 

b  The  effeft  of  this  barbarous  treatment,  fays  a  Spanifh 
hiftorian  (Ferreras),  was,  that  great  numbers  of  the  Mo- 
refco  women  languifhed  in  flavery  for  a  little  time,  and  then 
Tunk  under  their  calamities. 
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tify  their  malignity  againft  Mondejar,  does  not 
fufficiently  appear  ;  but,  whatever  was  the  caufe, 
the  arrears  due  to  the  troops  were  fo  great,  that 
the  marquis  of  Mondejar  was  unable  to  dis¬ 
charge  them.  The  ufual  confequence  of  the 
ill-payment  of  an  army  quickly  followed.  The 
general  loft  his  authority,  and  the  foldiers, 
and  feveral  of  the  officers,  deferted  their  Illa¬ 
tions,  and  fpread  themfelves  over  the  country  ; 
plundering,  and  even  butchering  and  carrying 
off  into  flavery,  great  numbers  of  thofe  Moref- 
coes  for  whofe  fecurity  he  had  pledged  his 
faith.  Mondejar  feems  to  have  exerted  him- 
felf  ftrenuoufly  to  put  a  ftop  to  thefe  enormi¬ 
ties,  by  fending  out  fuch  of  his  troops  as  he 
could  truft,  to  reftrain  or  chaftife  the  delin¬ 
quents.  But  his  endeavours  were  in  a  great 
meafure  fruitlefs.  The  Spaniards  ftill  continued 
to  embrace  every  opportunity  of  indulging  their 
rapacity ;  and  afterwards  left  their  ftandards, 
and  went  off  to  the  neighbouring  provinces  with 
their  prey. 

The  Morefcoes,  highly  exafperated  by  the 
multiplied  oppreffions  which  they  buffered,  re¬ 
pented  of  their  late  fubmiffion  ;  and,  being 
now  convinced  that  there  was  no  fafety  in  truft- 
ing  to  any  treaty  with  an  enemy  fo  cruel  and 
perfidious,  they  refumed  their  arms,  took  ample 
vengeance  on  fcattered  parties  of  the  Spaniards, 
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whom  they  furprifed  among  the  mountains,  and 
again  arranged  themfelves  under  the  banners 
of  their  King.  It  happened  about  this  time, 
that  Aben-Humeya  received  from  Africa  a 
reinforcement  of  four  hundred  Turks  ;  who,  it 
was  pretended,  were  foon  to  be  followed  by 
a  powerful  fleet  and  army.  And  thus  the  Mo- 
refcoes  were  determined,  partly  by  hope,  and 
partly  by  vengeance  and  defpair,  to  make  a 
fecond  trial  of  the  fortune  of  war ;  the  calamities 
attending  which,  they  thought,  could  not  exceed 
thofe  which  they  had  lately  experienced  in  the 
time  of  peace. 

The  caufes  of  this  fecond  revolt  were  very  * 
differently  interpreted  by  the  marquis  of  Mon¬ 
dejar’s  enemies  and  friends.  By  the  former  it 
was  faid,  “  That  this  nobleman  had  erred  e^re- 
gioufly,  both  in  his  manner  of  conducting  the 
war,  and  in  his  treatment  of  the  rebels,  when 
they  laid  down  their  arms.  For  it  was  abfurd 
to  expeCt  that  an  enemy  fo  treacherous  as  the 
Morefcoes,  would  regard  their-  engagements 
any  longer  than  they  found  it  necelfary ;  and 
no  lefs  abfurd  to  hope  that  fuch  obftmate  infi¬ 
dels  would  ever  be  fincere  converts  to  the  Ghriff:- 
ian  faith.  Their  late  facrflege,  and  the  bar¬ 
barous  cruelties  which  they  had  exercifed  againll 
the  priefts,  and  other  Chriftians,  had  called 
aloud  for  vengeance  ;  and  juffice,  as  well  as 
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found  policy,  had  required,  that  they  Ihould 
all  have  been  put  to  the  fword,  or  fold  for 
Haves.’* 

But  the  marquis,  on  the  other  hand,  and 
his  adherents,  reprefented,  That  this  deluded 
people  had  been  chaftifed  with  fufficient  feve- 
rity,  for  enormities  into  which  their  leaders 
had  betrayed  them.  That  humanity,  and  a 
regard  to  the  interefl  of  the  King,  had  prevented 
him  from  facrificing  to  revenge,  the  lives  of.  fo 
many  thoufand  ufeful  fubjects,  molt  of  whom 
were  innocent  of  the  crimes  that  had  been  com¬ 
mitted  ;  and  by  whofe  deftruction  fo  great  a  part 
of  the  kingdom  would  have  been  rendered  de¬ 
folate  :  befides,  that  there  was  no  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  Morefcoes  would  have  violated 
their  faith,  if  the  troops  could  have  been  kept 
under  proper  difcipline  ;  which  he  had  found  it 
impoffible  to  maintain,  partly  through  the  negli¬ 
gence  of  fome  of  the  King’s  minifters  in  making 
remittances  for  their  pay,  and  partly  through 
the  pains  which  fome  perfons  in  power  had  taken 
to  ruin  his  authority, 

Between  thefe  contradictory  reprefentations, 
Philip  was  at  a  lofs  to  determine  what  mea- 
fures  to  purfue.  But  at  laft,  either  becaufe  he 
himfeif,  and  molt  of  his  counfellors,  difapproved 
pf  Mondejar’s  lenity  in  fo  eafily  receiving  the 
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Morefcoes  into  favour,  or  becaufe  he  did  not  book 
incline  to  fubjed  that  nobleman’s  enemies  to  .  — 
the  mortification  of  feeing  him  Hill  continued  *i6** 
in  the  fupreme  command,  he  refolved  to  be- 
flow  it  upon  his  natural  brother  Don  John  of 
Auflria. 

This  young  prince,  whofe  mother  was  a 
German,  of  the  name  of  Blomberg,  a  native  of 
Ratifbon,  had  been  educated  privately  by  Lewis 
Quixada,  lord  of  Villagarcia  ;  for  whofe  fon 
he  had  paffed,  till  Philip’s  arrival  in  Spain  in 
the  year  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine.  Soon  after  this,  Philip  having,  agree¬ 
ably  to  his  father’s  requeft,  acknowledged  Don 
John  for  his  brother ;  had  appointed  him  a 
houfehold  fuitable  to  his  rank,  and  bellowed  the 
fame  attention  on  his  education  as  on  that  of  his 
own  fon. 

Resembling  his  father  in  the  gracefulnefs  of 
his  perfon,  and  in  the  courteoufnefs  of  his  man¬ 
ners,  Don  John  difcovered,  from  his  youth,  the 
love  of  arms  ;  and  gave  many  confpicuous  proofs 
of  thofe  accomplifhments  by  which  he  became 
afterwards  one  of  the  mofl  illuftrious  perfonages 
of  the  age c. 

But  as  at  this  time  he  was  only  about  twenty- 
two  years  old,  and  did  not  poffefs  any  military 

c  Strada,  an.  1578. 
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B  fx°  K  experience,  Philip,  although  he  conferred  upon 
— -v- — i  him  the  title  of  commander  in  cliief,  forbade 
23081  him  to  take  the  command  of  the  troops  into  his 
own  hands,  and  required,  that  in  the  whole 
management  of  the  war  he  lhould  conform  to 
the  opinion  of  certain  counfellors  whom  he  ap¬ 
pointed  to  affift  him.  Thefe  were,  the  arch- 
bifhop  of  Granada,  Deza  the  prefident  of  the 
chancery,  the  duke  de  Seffa,  the  marquis  of 
Mondejar,  and  Don  Lewis  de  Requefens,  the 
grand  commendator  of  Caftile,  whom  he  named 
for  Don  John-s  lieutenant. 


The  v/ar  was  now  profecuted  in  different 
quarters  at  the  fame  time,  and  a  greater  number 
of  troops  employed  than  formerly.  But  the 
fuccefs  was  not  anfwerable  to  the  expectations 
that  had  been  formed.  The  Morefcoes  difco- 
vered,  on  many  occafions,  that  they  were  not 
deftitute  of  valour,  and  in  fame  rencounters  they 
came  off  victorious. 

TheMoref-  Don  John,  in  the  mean  time,  grown  ex- 

COf  >S  31  C  tjl“  -a*  •  1  1  Ft*  i  i 

ti rely  fut-  tremely  impatient  under  the  reitramts  whicii 
ued*  had  been  impofed  on  him,  endeavoured  to  per- 
fuade  the  King  to  permit  him  to  command  the 
forces  in  perfon  ;  and  he  at  length  obtained  his 
requeff.  After  which,  having  got  his  army 
reinforced,  he  himfelf  marched  againfl  the  Mo¬ 
refcoes  on  one  fide,  while  Requefens  and  the 

marquis. 
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marquis  de  los  Velez  atttacked  them  on  ano¬ 
ther.  But  the  Morefcoes,  undiftiplined,  in¬ 
completely  armed,  and  diiheartened  by  the  dis¬ 
appointment  of  their  hopes  of  afliftance  from 
the  Turks  and  Moors,  were  not  a  match  for 
fuch  numerous  regular  forces  as  were  now  em¬ 
ployed  to  reduce  them,  and  their  ruin  was 
haftened  by  the  dilfentions  of  fome  of  their 
leaders,  and  the  treachery  of  others.  Aben- 
Humeya,  was  privately  murdered  by  the  friends 
of  his  wife,  whofe  father  he  had  put  to  death 
on  account  of  his  Secret  practices  with  the  Spa¬ 
niards.  Another  chief,  called  Aben-Aboo,  was 
elected  King  in  his  Head ;  and  he  too  fufFered 
the  fame  fate,  from  the  hands  of  fome  of  his 
officers,  who  hoped  by  this  facrifice  to  atone  for 
their  rebellion.  With  the  death  of  this  leader, 
the  war,  which  had  lafted  almolt  two  years,  was 
concluded d. 

Neither  Don  John  nor  Requefens  acquired 
any  glory  by  their  conduct  in  this  war ;  nor  did 
they  preferve  themfelves  free  from  that  impu- 

d  In  defcribing  this  war,  the  Spanifh  hiftorians  have  de¬ 
fended  to  the  mofc  minute  detail.  But  amidlt  the  endlefs 
multiplicity  of  little  events  and  incidents  which  they  relate, 
there  is  almoft  no  variety,  and  no  difplay  either  of  courage 
or  conduct  that  can  inter eft  a  reader  in  the  perufal.  This 
part  of  the  Spanifh  hiftory  is  belides  rendered  peculiarly  dif- 
gufting  by  the  numerous  fcenes  of  barbarous  cruelty  which 
it  prefents. 
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tation  of  inhumanity  and  implacable  revenge, 
which  in  this  age  was  generally  call  upon  the 
Spaniards. 

No  other  apology  can  be  offered  for  the 
dreadful  feverities  which  they  exercifed,  but 
that  their  conduct  was  conformable  to  the  in- 
ftruftions  given  them  by  the  King.  For  Phi¬ 
lip  had  difapproved  of  the  lenity  with  which  the 
Morefcoes  had  been  treated  by  the  marquis  of 
Mondejar,  and,  while  he  liftened  only  to  the 
voice  of  fuperflition  or  refentment,  forgot  what 
every  wife  King  will  regard  as  the  mod  facred 
maxim  of  his  policy,  that  the  ftrength  and  glory 
of  a  prince  depend  on  the  number  and  profpe- 
rity  of  his  fubje&s. 

But  this  bigotted  monarch  fei  no  bounds  to 
his  abhorrence  of  thofe  who  deviated,  or  whom 
he  fufpe&ed  of  deviating,  from  the  Catholic 
faith.  Agreeably  to  his  inflruQiions,  great  num¬ 
bers  of  the  Morefcoes,  living  peaceably  in  the 
plains  of  Granada,  were,  upon  fufpicion  cf 
their  correfponding  with  the  infurgents,  put  to 
death.  All  the  inhabitants  of  fome  villages  and 
diftricls,  men,  women,  and  children,  were  ex¬ 
tirpated.  All  the  prifoners  of  both  fexes  were 
either  executed  or  deprived  of  their  liberty. 
And  of  thofe  Morefcoes  who  had  refufed  to 
join  in  the  rebellion,  all  but  a  few,  without 
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whom  certain  manufactures  could  not  be  car-  book: 

IX* 

ried  on,  were  torn  from  their  native  homes,  and  Lj—  ,j 
tranfported  into  the  interior  provinces  ;  where  *s68* 
they  were  expofed  to  the  injuries  and  infults  of 
a  haughty  people,  and  many  of  them  by  their 
poverty  reduced  to  a  (late  of  dependence  on 
the  Caftilians,  which  differed  little  from  the  con¬ 
dition  of  fuch  of  their  countrymen  as  had  been 
fold  for  flaves. 


Such  was  the  conclufion  of  this  war;  during 
which,  notwithftanding  the  great  difparity  be¬ 
tween  the  contending  parties,  Philip  was  ex¬ 
pofed  to  greater  danger  than  at  any  other  period 
of  his  reign.  Had  the  Morefcoes  made  them- 
felves  matters  of  the  city  of  Granada,  in  their 
attempt  on  which  they  failed,  more  through 
chance  and  accident  than  mifconduCt  or  the 
want  of  ttrength ;  or  had  they  prevailed  with 
Selim  the  Turldfh  emperor,  to  interefl  himfelf 
in  their  behalf ;  feveral  towns  in  Andalufia, 
and  almofl  the  wdiole  kingdom  of  Valentia, 
which  was  moftly  inhabited  by  Morefcoes, 
would  have  joined  in  the  revolt ;  and,  in  that 
cafe,  fo  great  an  army  might  have  been  raifed, 
as,  with  the  afttttance  of  the  Moors  in  Barbary, 
would  have  fumifhed  employment  for  many 
years  to  all  the  forces  which  the  King,  who  was 
at  the  fame  time  engaged  in  war  with  his  fub- 
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je£ts  in  the  Netherlands,  could  have  collected 
to  oppofe  them. 

But  fortunately  for  Philip,  and  perhaps  for 
Chriftendom,  the  Sultan  was  at  this  time  in¬ 
tent  upon  profecuting  the  war  of  Cyprus  againlt 
the  Venetians,  and  from  that  war  he  could  not 
be  diverted,  although  Mahomet,  his  grand 
vifier,  and  the  wileft  of  all  his  courtiers,  ad- 
vifed  him  earneftty  to  fufpend  the  profecution 
of  it,  and  not  to  negleft  the  prefent  happy  op¬ 
portunity  of  turning  his  arms  againft  the  king 
of  Spain c. 

e  Thuanus,  lib.  xlviii.  Ferreras,  an.  1568-9-70.  Ca¬ 
brera,  lib.  viii. 
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JT  was  not  long  before  Selim  had  reafon  to 
be  forry  that  he  had  not  liftened  to  this  ad¬ 
vice,  as  Philip  had  no  fooner  completed  the 
redu&ion  of  the  Morefcoes,  than  he  entered 
into  an  alliance  againfl  him  with  the  republic 
of  Venice,  the  Pope,  and  feveral  others  of  the 
Italian  Hates  and  princes.  The  papal  throne 
was  filled  at  this  time  by  the  celebrated  Pius 
the  Fifth,  who  by  his  merit  had  raifed  himfelf 
from  obfcurity  to  the  popedom ;  and,  though 
ftrongly  tinctured  with  fome  of  the  vices  which 
characterifed  the  ecclefiaflics  of  that  age,  was 
endued  with  certain  royal  virtues  which  ren¬ 
dered  him  worthy  of  the  exalted  flation  to 
which  he  had  been  advanced.  Haying  been 
folicited  by  the  Venetians,  to  employ  his  in¬ 
fluence  to  procure  afliflance  from  the  Chriftian 
princes  againfl  the  Sultan,  who,  in  the  time  of 
peace,  and  in  violation  of  a  folemn  treaty,  had 
invaded  the  ifle  of  Cyprus,  Pius  readily  con- 
fented  to  their  requefl,  and,  with  a  zeal  be¬ 
coming  the  head  of  the  church,  efpoufed  their 
caufe. 

'  \ 

His  application,  however,  to  mofl  of  the 
European  monarchs  was  without  effect.  For, 
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book  befides  that  the  feafon  of  crufades  was  now 

_ _ over,  and  that  the  mofl  fuperftitious  princes 

*57 1-  were,  in  that  age,  governed  more  by  political 

Views  than  religious  zeal,  he  found  almofl  all 
of  them  unable  to  grant  the  alfiftance  which  he 
folicited.  The  emperor  Maximilian  had  lately 
concluded  a  truce  with  the  Sultan,  which  it 
was  greatly  his  filtered:  to  maintain.  The  at¬ 
tention  of  the  French  king,  who  had  been  long 
in  alliance  with  the  Porte,  was  engrolfed  by 
thofe  inveterate  factions  into  which  his  king¬ 
dom  was  divided.  Sebaflian,  king  of  Portu¬ 
gal,  was  too  young ;  and  Sigifmund  of  Poland 
too  much  worn  out  with  the  infirmities  of  age, 
to  engage  in  any  foreign  enterprife.  Philip 
was  the  only  great  prince  in  Europe  with  whom 
Pius  had  reafon  to  expedt  fuccefs  in  his  prefent 
application.  That  monarch’s  zeal,  as  well  as 
his  power,  was  greater  than  that  of  any  other 
European  prince,  and  from  the  fituation  of  his 
dominions,  and  the  enmity  which  had  long  fub- 
fifted  between  him  and  the  Turkilh  Sultans,  he 
had  no  lefs  reafon  to  dread  the  increafe  of  the 
Ottoman  power,  than  either  the  Pope  or  the 
Venetians. 


Philip's  Without  hefitation  therefore  he  refolved  to 
theSPopellh  comply  with  the  requefi:  that  was  now  made  to 
and  the  ve-  and  readily  entered  into  an  alliance,  by 

which  he  bound  himfelf  to  pay  one  half  of  the 
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expence .  of  that  powerful  armament  which  it 
was  judged  neceifary  to  employ,  while  the  Re¬ 
public  of  Venice  engaged  to  defray  three- fourths 
of  the  other  half,  and  the  Pope  the  remainder. 

The  preparations  flipulated  were  carried  oil 
with  the  utmofl  celerity  and  difpatch,  and  about 
the  middle  of  September  a  fleet  was  ready  to 
fail  from  Meflina,  confiding  of  upwards  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  fhips  of  war,  befides  fhips  of 
burden,  and,  if  we  may  believe  the  cotemporary 
hiflorians,  carrying  near  fifty  thoufand  men ; 
fourteen  thoufand  of  whom  were  furnifhed  by 
the  Princes  and  States  of  Italy. 

The  chief  command  of  this  mighty  armament 
was  given  to  Don  John  of  Auflria,  for  whom 
the  title  of  Generaliflimo  was  invented  on  this 
occafion.  The  Grand  Commendator  Reque- 
fens  was  appointed  his  lieutenant,  and  under 
him  were  the  marquis  de  Santa-Croce,  Doria, 
M.  Antony  Colonna,  commander  of  the  Pope’s 
gallies,  and  Sebaftian  Veniero,  who  commanded 
thofe  of  the  Venetians. 

The  aged  Pontiff,  overjoyed  to  obferve  that 
his  negociations  had  been  attended  with  fo  great 
fuccefs,  indulged  the  mofl  fanguine  hopes  with 
regard  to  the  iflue  of  the  war  ;  and,  as  if  he  had 
received  a  revelation  concerning  it  from  Ilea- 

Voe.  I.  B  b  ven. 
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B  °°  K  ven,  he  exhorted  Don  John  to  embrace  the  fir 
opportunity  of  engaging  with  the  enemy,  over 
i"71'  .  whom  he  allured  him  he  would  obtain  a  com¬ 
plete  victory.  lie  fent  him  at  the  fame  time  a 
confecrated  dandard,  and  a  number  of  eccle- 
fiadics  to  officiate  in  facred  things  on  board  the 
fhips  ;  and  ordered  a  faff  and  jubilee  to  be  pro¬ 
claimed,  with  an  abfolution  from  their  fins,  to  all 
who  fhould  acquit  themfelves  with  honour  againft 
the  infidels. 

Selim’s  Pre-  Sillim,  on  the  other  hand,  exerted  himfelf 
drenuoufly  in  providing  againfl  fo  great  a  dan¬ 
ger  as  now  threatened  to  overwhelm  him ;  and 
although  a  part  of  his  troops  were  dill  employed 
in  reducing  Cyprus,  he  was  able,  through  the 
great  refources  which  he  pofleded,  to  equip  a 
fleet  dill  more  numerous  than  that  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  allies.  Hali,  to  whom  the  chief  command 
of  it  was  given,  arrived  on  the  wedern  coad  of 
Greece  about  the  tune  when  Don  John  fet  fail 
from  Sicily  ;  and  the  two  fleets  came  in  fight  of 
each  other,  with  a  refolution  not  to  decline 
fighting,  on  the  7th  of  October,  near  the  gulph 
of  Lepanto. 

The  buttle  The  battle  was  begun  by  the  two  admirals, 
Uparuo.  their  example  was  followed  by  all  the  other 
commanders,  as  fad  as  the  wind,  or  the  general 
orders  which .  they  had  received,  would  per-  , 
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mit  them  to  advance.  Between  Don  John 'and 
the  Bafha  the  engagement  was  bloody  and  ob- 
ftinate.  After  cannonading  one  another  for 
fome  time;,  they  came  to  clofe  fight,  and  grappled 
with  each  other.  The  Spanifh  foldiers  thrice 
boarded  the  enemy’s  fhip,  and  were  thrice  re- 
pulfed  with  great  fiaughter.  But  at  laft  Don 
John  having  received  a  reinforcement  of  two 
hundred  men  from  the  marquis  of  Santa-Croce, 
the  Turks  were  overpowered.  Kali  himfelf 
was  killed,  and  all  on  board  were  either  put  to 
the  fword  or  taken  prifoners.  The  crefcent  of 
Mahomet  was  then  taken  down,  and  the  ftand- 
ard  of  the  crofs  erected  in  its  Head  ;  after  which  * 
Don  John,  in  order  to  intimidate  the  enemy, 
gave  orders  to  have  the  head  of  the  Turkilh  ad¬ 
miral  fixed  upon  a  long  pole,  which  was  fattened 
to  the  topmaft ;  and  fhouts  were  fent  from  fhip 
to  fhip  of  triumph  and  victory. 

The  contending  parties  were  in  the  mean 
time  engaged  in  every  quarter  in  furious  com¬ 
bat  with  each  other,  fighting  hand  to  hand, 
as  on  a  field  of  battle,  and  employing  not  only 
guns  and  mulkets,  but  arrows,  pikes,  javelins, 
and  all  the  other  ancient  as  well  as  modern 
weapons  of  war.  Both  Turks  and  Chriftians 
gave  the  molt  ftriking  difplays  of  prowefs  and 
intrepidity.  Great  numbers  fell  on  both  Tides, 
and  the  fea  for  feveral  miles  was  tinged  with 
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blood,  and  covered  with  mangled  limbs  and 
carcafes.  At  laft  the  Chriftians  were  almoffc 
every  where  victorious.  The  Chriftian  flaves* 
by  whom  the  Turkifh  gallies  were  rowed,  took 
courage  from  the  fuccefs  with  which  the  arms 
of  the  allies  were  attended,  broke  loofe  from 
their  chains,  and  contributed  not  a  little  to  fix 
the  vidtory ;  while  great  numbers  of  the  Spanifli 
and  Italian  galley-flaves,  prompted  by  the  hopes 
of  recovering  their  liberty,  having  obtained 
permillion  from  their  officers,  boarded  and  at¬ 
tacked  the  enemy  with  irrefiftible  fury,  and 
difplayed  a  contempt  of  danger  with  which  no¬ 
thing  but  defpair,  or  the  abhorrence  of  flavery, 
could  have  infpired  them.  The  Turks  were 
at  the  fame  time  greatly  diiheartened  by  the 
lofs  of  their  admiral ;  and  being  tempted  by  the 
hopes  of  making  their  efcape  upon  a  coaft  inha¬ 
bited  by  their  fellow  fubjects,  many  of  them  ran 
their  ffiips  affiore,  and  left  them  an  eafy  prey  to 
the  enemy. 

The  Chriftian  fleet  was  much  better  manned 
than  the  Turkifh,  and  the  foldiers,  having  been 
a  fhorter  time  at  fea,  were  more  freffi  and  vi¬ 
gorous.  They  were  infinitely  better  furniffied 
with  mails  and  helmets,  and  made  much  more 
ufe  of  fire-arms  than  the  enemy,  many  of  whom 
were  armed  only  with  bows  and  arrows,  the 
wounds  inflidted  by  which  were  feldom  mortal. 
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The  prows  of  the  Turkifh  gallies  were  likewife 
more  open  and  defencelefs ;  and  the  wind, 
which  at  find  was  favourable,  changed  fuddenly 
againft  them,  and  greatly  facilitated  the  motions 
of  the  Chrifiian  fleet.  From  thefe  caufes,  added 
to  the  fortunate  bravery  of  Don  John,  feconded 
by  the  prudent  and  intrepid  conduct  of  Reque- 
fens,  Santa'-Croce,  Colonna,  and  above  all  of 
Veniero,  Rarbarigo,  and  other  noble  Venetians, 
the  allies  gained  the  moft  memorable  victory 
of  which  we  read  in  the  hiftory  of  modern 
times. 

It  was  not  indeed  obtained  without  confider- 
able  lofs.  Near  ten  thoufand  of  the  Chriftians 
were  killed  in  the  engagement,  or  died  after¬ 
wards  of  their  wounds.  Among  thefe  was 
the  Venetian  Proveditcr,  Barbarigo,  a  noble¬ 
man  equally  celebrated  for  his  wifdom,  his  va¬ 
lour,  and  his  moderation.  His  death  was  deeply 
lamented  by  the  allies,  and  proved  an  irrepa¬ 
rable  misfortune  to  the  common  caufe.  But,  to 
compenfate  for  thefe  Ioffes,  near  fifteen  thoufand 
Chriftians  were  delivered  from  captivity  ;  and 
of  the  Turks,  above  five  and  twenty  thoufand 
were  killed,  and  ten  thoufand  taken  prifoners, 
A  hundred  and  thirty  of  their  (hips  fell  into  the 
enemy’s  hands,  and  ail  the  reft  were  either  funk 
or  battered  to  pieces,  or  burnt,  except  between 
-thirty  and  forty  with  which  Ulucciali,  the  fa- 
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mous  corfair,  efcaped  to  Conftantinople,  through 
his  fuperior  {kill  in  navigation,  and  his  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  feas. 

This  victory,  gained  over  the  implacable 
enemy  of  Chriftendom,  fpread  univerfal  joy 
throughout  all  Europe ;  and  Don  John,  to 
whom  as  commander  in  chief  it  was  princi¬ 
pally  afcribed,  was  celebrated  every  where  as 
the  greateh  hero  of  the  age.  No  perfon  had 
more  reafon  to  rejoice  than  Philip,  yet  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  meffenger  with  a  cold  indifference  $ 
which  his  cotemporaries  were  not  inclined  to 
attribute  to  his  moderation,  fo  much  as  to  that 
jealoufy  of  his  brother’s  fame,  of  which  he  gave 
afterwards  a  more  convincing  proof.  <c  Don 
John,”  faid  he,  u  has  gained  the  victory,  but 
he  hazarded  too  much  :  he  might  have  loft  it.” 
The  Pope’s  joy  on  this  occafion  was  more  fin- 
cere.  When  he  received  the  news,  he  cried 
out,  in  the  words  of  facred  writ,  “  There  was  a 
man  fent  from  God,  whofe  name  was  John.” 

But  the  fruits  of  this  fignal  victory  were 
not  proportional  to  the  joy  which  it  excited. 
The  feveral  admirals  differed  widely  from  one 
another  with  regard  to  the  meafures  proper  to 
be  taken  in  the  further  profecution  of  the  war. 
Although  Don  John  had  been  honoured  with 
the  extraordinary  title  of  Generaliffimo,  yet,  ac¬ 
cording 
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cording  to  the  treaty  of  alliance,  no  matter  of  B  ° 
importance  could  be  determined  without  the  <*_ — 
confent  of  the  other  commanders.  He  would  I5?I' 
have  failed  immediately  after  the  battle  for  the 
Dardanelles,  to  intercept  the  remains  of  the 
Turkifh  fleet,  and  to  block  up  the  communica¬ 
tion  between  Conftantinople  and  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean  ;  but  the  Venetians  and  other  members 
of  the  council  of  war  refufed  to  agree  to  this 
propofal.  Other  enterprifes  were  afterwards 
propofed,  and  rejected  ;  nor  could  they  fix  on 
any  one  common  meafure,  but  that  of  returning 
home,  to  repair  the  damage  which  had  been 
fuflained,  and  to  prepare  for  refuming  their  ope¬ 
rations  in  the  fpring. 

Not  long  after  Don  John’s  arrival  at  Mef-  EmbaflV  ct 
fna,  the  Chnftians  in  Albania  and  Macedonia,  to  Don 
filled  with  admiration  of  his  character,  and  be-  ^°lm’ 
lieving  that  it  muft  be  long  before  the  Turks 
could  recover  from  the  blow  which  they  had  re¬ 
ceived,  fent  an  embafly  to  make  him  an  offer  of 
the  fovereignty  over  them,  and  to  aflame  him, 
that,  if  he  would  come  to  their  afliflance  with  a 
fleet  and  army  ,  they  would  fhake  off  the  Turkifh 
voice,  and  facrifice  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  his 
fervice. 

Don  John,  whofe  ruling  paflion  was  ambi¬ 
tion,  would  gladly  have  accepted  this  tempting 
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offer,  but  was  obliged  to  inform  the  ambaffa- 
dors,  that  before  he  could  comply  with  their 
requeft,  the  King  mull  be  confulted,  and  his 
confent  obtained.  He  accordingly  fent  imme¬ 
diate  notice  to  his  brother  of  the  propofal  that 
had  been  made  to  him.  And  Philip,  whether 
prompted  by  jealoufy,  as  was  generally  believed, 
or  by  motives  of  prudence  and  policy,  as  he 
gave  out,  put  an  end  at  once  to  any  hopes 
which  Don  John  might  have  conceived,  by 
telling  him,  that  at  prefent  all  thoughts  of  fuch 
an  enterprife  muff  be  laid  afide,  left  the  Vene¬ 
tians  fhould  take  the  alarm,  and  abandon  the 
confederacy.  This,  it  is  not  improbable,  would 
have  happened,  fince  the  Venetians  had  no  lefs 
reafon  to  dread  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Spa¬ 
niards  than  of  the  Turks ;  and  had  befides  a 
claim  themfelves  to  a  part  of  thofe  territories, 
to  the  fovereignty  of  which  Don  John  afpired. 

In  the  mean  time  Ulucciali,  whom  Selim 
had  made  commander  in  chief  of  all  his  naval 
forces,  exerted  himfelf  with  extraordinary  vi¬ 
gour  and  aftivity  in  fitting  out  a  new  fleet,  to 
fupply  the  place  of  that  which  had  been  ruined 
in  the  battle  of  Lepanto  ;  and  fuch  at  this  time 
were  the  refources  of  the  Turkifh  empire,  that 
he  was  ready  by  the  month  of  April  to  leave 
Conftantinople,  with  more  than  two  hundred 
gallies,  befides  a  great  number  of  other  fhips. 

With 
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With  this  fleet  he  coafted  along  Negropont, 
the  Morea,  and  Epirus ;  put  the  maritime  towns 
into  a  pofture  of  defence ;  chaflifed  with  great 
feverity  many  of  thofe  Chriftians  who  had  been 
concerned  in  the  invitation  given  to  Don  John  ; 
and  afterwards  took  his  flation  at  Modon  in  the 
Morea,  with  an  intention  to  watch  there  the 
motions  of  the  enemy. 

He  had  full  leifure  to  finifh  all  the  prepara-  inanity 

*  *  of  the  al» 

lions  which  he  judged  to  be  neceffary.  The  lie*, 
allies  difputed  long  with  one  another  concern¬ 
ing  the  plan  of  their  future  operations  ;  and  at 
laft,  when,  through  the  ina&ivity  which  their 
diffentions  had  occahoned,  it  was  become  ne- 
ceflary  for  them  to  drop  their  fcheme  of  com 
quefl  in  Greece  and  Africa,  and  to  go  a  fecond 
time  in  queft  of  the  Turkifh  fleet,  Philip 
having  conceived  a  fufpicion  that  the  court  of 
France  had,  in  order  to  gratify  the  Sultan, 
formed  the  defign  of  attacking  him  in  Pied¬ 
mont,  or  the  Netherlands,  fent  inflxu&ions  to 
Don  John  to  delay  for  fome  time  longer  his 
departure  from  Medina.  At  this  place  the 
Spanifh  fleet  remained  till  after  the  maflacre  of 
St.  Bartholomew ;  when  Philip,  being  delivered 
from  his  anxiety  with  regard  to  the  intentions 
of  the  French  court,  gave  his  brother  pennif-  Auguft, 
fion  to  join  the  Venetians,  and  to  act  in  con-  Ij71‘ 
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They  at  laft  But  it  was  the  laft  day  of  Auguft  before  the 
Greece.  allies  could  effectuate  a  junction  of  their  forces ; 

and  it  was  the  middle  of  September  before  they 
came  in  fight  of  the  enemy.  Immediately  after 
their  arrival  on  the  Grecian  coaft,  XJlucciali 
drew  out  his  fleet,  as  if  he  intended  to  offer 
battle ;  but  no  fooner  had  he  made  a  Angle 
difcharge  of  his  artillery,  in  the  way  of  bra¬ 
vado  or  defiance,  than  he  retired  under  the 
fortifications  of  Modon.  Thefe  he  had  ftrength- 
ened  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  render  it  extremely 
dangerous  for  the  allies  to  approach ;  and  he 
refolved  to  lie  in  wait  there  for  fome  favourable 
opportunity  of  attacking  them,  or  at  leaf!  to 
keep  his  fleet  in  readinefs  to  harafs  and  inter¬ 
rupt  them,  in  cafe  they  fliould  attempt  a  der 
fcent. 


Ulucciali 
deci.m  s 
flghting. 


Don  John  called  a  council  of  his  general 
officers,  to  confider  of  the  meafures  proper  to 
be  purfued  in  cafe  the  Turkifh  admiral  fnould 
perfifi:  in  his  refolution  to  decline  fighting.  It 
was  thought  impracticable  to  force  their  way 
-  into  the  harbour  of  Modon;  and  therefore  it 
was  refolved  to  put  the  forces  on  fliore,  and 
to  befiege  the  town  by  land.  But  from  this 
attempt  they  were  foon  deterred,  by  the  informa- 
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tion  which  they  received  from  fome  troops  fent 
to  reconnoitre  the  flrength  of  the  place ;  which 
was  fo  completely  fortified,  that  they  could 
not  expert  to  reduce  it  before  the  approach  of 
winter, 

It  was  next  agreed  to  attempt  the  reduction 
of  Navarino,  which  is  another  town  on  the 
weflern  coaft  of  the  Morea,  not  many  miles 
from  Modon.  The  conduct  of  this  enterprife 
was  committed  to  Alexander  Farnefe,  prince  of 
Parma,  who  fome  years  afterwards  filled  all  Eu¬ 
rope  with  his  renown,  and  acquired  the  character 
of  one  of  the  greatefl  generals  of  this  or  perhaps 
of  any  other  age,  But  the  prefent  undertaking 
did  not  afford  him  an  opportunity  of  difplaying 
thofe  fuperior  talents  for  which  he  is  fo  juftly 
celebrated.  The  garrifon  was  powerfully  re¬ 
inforced  by  detachments  fent  from  Modon  ;  and 
fo  numerous  an  army  was  drawn  together  from 
-the  neighbouring  towns,  and  Jent  by  Ulucciali 
to  attack  the  befiegers,  that  Farnefe,  after  bat-, 
tering  the  ramparts  for  feveral  days,  was  obliged 
to  raife  the  fiege,  and  put  his  forces  on  board 
the  fleet,  which  foon  afterwards  fet  fail  for 
Medina. 

Some  months  before  this  time  tile  league  had 
fuffered  an  irreparable  lofs,  by  the  death  of 
the  Pope  j  wqofe  fucceffor  Gregory  the  Xlllth 
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had  neither  the  fame  zeal  nor  the  fame  influence 
and  authority.  Gregory,  however,  entered  rea¬ 
dily  into  his  predeceffor’s  views,  and  fhewed 
himfelf  willing  to  purfue  the  plan  which  Pius 
had  adopted.  And  Philip,  who  was  now  en¬ 
tirely  free  from  his  apprehefions  of  a  French 
invafion,  had  refolved  to  exert  himfelf  more 
than  ever  in  the  profecution  of  the  war.  But 
the  Venetians  having  been  highly  diffatisfied 
with  the  inactivity  of  the  Spanifh  fleet  in  the 
preceding  fummer ;  and  finding  that  after  a  trial 
of  two  years  they  had,  notwithflanding  the  vic¬ 
tory  of  Lepanto,  derived  little  advantage  from 
the  war,  to  compenfate  for  the  great  expence 
which  it  had  cofl  them,  they  liflened  to  propo- 
fals  made  them  by  the  French  ambaffador,  and 
through  his  interceffion  concluded  a  feparate 
peace  with  the  Sultan. 


The  Pope  and  Don  John  exprefled  their 
indignation  againft-  the  Venetians,  on  this  occa- 
fion,  without  referve.  But  Philip  thought  it 
beneath  his  dignity  to  difcover  either  uneafinefs 
or  refentment ;  and  when  intelligence  of  the 
peace  was  brought  him,  he  anfwered  coolly, 
that -he  had  entered  into  the  league  at  the  defire 
of  the  fovereign  Pontiff ;  and  that,  although 
the  Venetians  had  thought  proper  to  abandon 
it,  he  would  (fill  employ  his  fleet  and  army  as 
before,  for  the  attainment  of  thofe  important 

ends, 
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ends,  the  humbling  of  the  Infidels,  and  the  fe- 
curity  of  Chriftendom,  with  a  view  to  which  the 
confederacy  had  been  formed. 

I  •  ' 

Agreeably  to  this  refolution,  he  fent  orders 
to  Don  John,  to  Doria,  and  the  marquis  of 
Santa-Croce,  to  employ  their  utmofl:  diligence 
in  repairing  and  augmenting  the  fleet,  and  to 
hold  it  ready  for  entering  upon  action  in  the 
fpring.  Thefe  orders  were  punctually  executed. 
Ulucciali,  with  the  Turkilh  fleet,  advanced  as 
far  as  Prevefa  in  Epirus.  But  neither  he  nor  the 
Spanifh  commanders  thought  it  expedient  to  try 
their  force  in  a  general  engagement.  At  length 
Ulucciali,  after  reinforcing  the  garrifons  of  the 
maritime  towns,  difmifled  the  corfairs  who  had 
come  to  his  afliftance,  and  about  the  end  of  the 
fummer  fet  fail  for  Confiantinople.  After  which 
Don  John,  agreeably  to  his  inftruCtions  from 
the  King,  pafied  over  to  Africa,  with  an  inten¬ 
tion  to  undertake  the  reduction  of  Tunis ;  car¬ 
rying  with  him  for  this  purpofe  a  fleet  of  two 
thoufand  fail,  having  twenty  thoufand  foot  on 
board,  befides  four  hundred  light  horfe,  l'even 
hundred  pioneers,  and  a  numerous  train  of  heavy 
artillery. 

Tunis  was  at  this  time  in  the  hands  of  the 
Turks,  commanded  by  Heder  Bafha,  whom 
'Selim  had  lately  fent  to  govern  the  town  and 
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kingdom.  Heder,  feized  with  conflemation  at 
the  approach  of  the  Spanifh  fleet,  left  Tunis 
with  his  troops  and  a  great  number  of  the  inha^ 
bitants,  and  Don  John  took  pofleflion  of  the 
place,  without  meeting  with  the  fmalleft  op- 
pofition.  ' 

Philip  had  inftructed  hi3  brother,  when  he 
fent  him  on  this  expedidon,  to  deftroy  Tunis, 
and  to  ftrengthen  the  fortifications  of  the  ifle  and 
fortrefs  of  Goletta c.  But  inftead  of  complying 
with  thefe  inftruftions,  Don  John  refolved  to 
fortify  the  town  more  ftrongly  than  ever ;  and 
having  laid  the  foundations  of  a  new  fort,  or 
citadel,  he  treated  all  the  inhabitants  who  re¬ 
mained  with  lenity  and  indulgence ;  and  engaged 
many  of  thofe  who  had  fled,  to  return  and  fub- 
mit  to  the  Spanifh  government ;  after  which  he 
carried  back  his  fleet  to  Sicily. 

He  foon  difcovered  his  intention  in  adling 
a  part  fo  contrary  to  the  orders  of  the  King. 
His  fuccefs  in  an  enterprife  in  which  the  late 
Emperor  had  failed,  though  entirely  owing  to 
the  cowardice  of  the  Turkifh  governor,  had 
inflamed  his  ambition;  and  he  had  conceived 
the  hopes  that  his  brother  would  be  perfuaded 

e  The  Goletta,  which  is  fituated  at  the  entrance  of  the 
bay  of  Tunis,  had  been  in  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards  ever 
iince  it  was  conquered  by  the  emperor  Charles. 

,  to 
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to  grant  him  the  title  and  dignity  of  the  King 
of  Tunis,  in  compenfation  for  the  fovereignty 
of  Greece,  which  he  had  prevented  him  from 
accepting.  The  Pope,  it  is  faid,  had  difapproved 
of  Philip’s  refolution  to  demolifh  Tunis;  and 
had  fecretly  encouraged  Don  John  to  venture 
upon  difobeying  him  ;  from  an  opinion  that  the 
erecting  a  Chriftian  kingdom  in  Barbary,  would 
prove  the  molt  effectual  means  of  extirpating 
the  piratical  Hates.  It  is  certain  that  Gregory 
warmly  folicited  Philip  to  confer  upon  his  bro-* 
ther  the  fovereignty  of  his  new  conqueft,  and 
reprefented  that  all  Chriftendom,  and  efpecially 
Spain  and  Italy,  would  from  thence  derive  the 
moil  fubftantial  advantages.. 

Philip  was  confcious  that,  notwithstanding 
his  copious  refources,  it  was  beyond  his  power, 
while  the  war  in  the  Netherlands  fubfifted,  to 
effectuate  the  eflablifhment  of  a  new  kingdom 
in  oppofition  to  fo  potent  an  enemy  as  the 
Turkifh  Sultan.  And  he  had  defired  the  for¬ 
tifications  of  Tunis  to  be  difmantled,  in  order  to 
fave  the  expence  of  a  numerous  garrifon,  which 
would  be  neceffary  for  its  defence.  Pie  did  not, 
however,  exprefs  great  refentment  againfl  his 
brother  for  counteracting  his  inftruCtions.  But 
when  the  Pope  interceded  with  him  to  confer 
the  fovereignty  on  Don  John,  he  replied, 
“  That,  although  no  perfon  could  be  more 
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fincerely  concerned  than  himfelf,  for  his  bro¬ 
ther’s  honour  and  intereft,  yet  there  was  much 
ground  to  doubt,  whether  either  the  one  or  the 
other  would  be  advanced  by  his  complying  with 
the  Pope’s  requefl ;  and  that  he  could  not  grant 
it,  till  he  fhould  know  whether  he  was  able  to 
maintain  the  acquifition  that  had  been  made, 
again!]:  the  formidable  armament  which  the 
Sultan  was  preparing  for  its  recovery.”  The 
prudence  of  this  reply,  whether  it  did  or  did 
not  proceed  from  fome  fecret  motive  of  jealoufy 
againffc  his  brother,  was  fully  juftified  by  the 
iflue. 

In  the  fummer  following,  Selim  fent  Uluc- 
ciali  againfl  Tunis,  with  a  fleet  confiding  of 
three  hundred  flbips,  having  about  forty  thou- 
fand  troops  on  board,  under  the  command  of 
his  fon-in-iaw  Sinan  Bafha.  The  new  fort 
which  Don  John  had  begun  to  build,  was  not 
yet  complete.  Nor  was  the  garrifon  which  he 
had  left  ftrong  enough  to  hold  out  long  againfl: 
fo  great  a  force.  Don  John  laboured  with 
much  zeal  and  anxiety  in  aflembling  the  Spanifh 
fleet,  with  an  intention  to  raife  the  fiege,  but  he 
was  detained  for  feveral  weeks,  firfl:  in  one 
harbour,  and  afterwards  in  another,  by  tem- 
pefluous  weather  and  contrary  winds.  The 
Turks  in  the  mean  time  being  powerfully  fe- 
conded  by  many  thoufand  Moors,  under  the 
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governor  of  Tripoli  and  the  viceroy  of  Algiers, 
pulhed  forward  their  operations  at  the  fame  time 
againft  Tunis  and  the  Goletta.  The  garrifons 
defended  themfelves  long  with  the  utmoft 
bravery  ;  but  at  la  ft  they  were  overpowered  by 
numbers,  and  both  the  Goletta  and  the  town 
were  taken  by  afiault. 

Don  John  was  affe&ed  in  the  moft  fenfible 
manner  by  this  difafter ;  which  fliewed  him  the 
folly  of  his  late  prefumption,  and  extinguilhed 
thofe  flattering  hopes  which  he  had  long  in¬ 
dulged  of  attaining  fome  regal  or  fovereign  efta- 
blilhment.  His  mortification  on  this  occafion 
was  the  greater,  becaufe,  after  his  moft  vigorous 
eftorts,  the  Spainfh  fleet  was  ftill  too  weak  to 
enable  him  to  take  vengeance  on  the  enemy. 
Philip,  for  the  fame  reafon,  -dreaded  that  the 
Turkilh  commanders  would  purfue  their  con- 
quefts,  and  either  attack  his  other  pofieflions  in 
Africa,  or  attempt  a  defcent  in  Naples  or  Sicily, 
and  it  is  probable  that  his  apprehenfions  would 
have  proved  but  too  well  founded,  had  not  Selim 
died  ajpout  this  time,  and  left  his  throne  to  his 
fon  Amurath  the  Third  ;  who  devoted  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  his  reign  to  the  arts  of  peace f. 

f  Piince  Cantemir’s  Hid.  of  the  Ottoman  empire.  An¬ 
tonio  Herrera ;  and  Ferreras  in  hoc  anno.  Miuiana,  lib.  vii. 
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Du  RING  the  courfe  of  the  tranfa&ions  B  o^o  k 
related  in  the  preceding  book,  a  variety 


of  important  events  happened  in  the  Nether- 
lands,  which  require  a  more  circuraftantial  the  N«h«r 

7  *  1  *»  l-x  A  c 


narration. 

In  oppofing  the  prince  of  Orange  and  count 
Lewis  of  Nafiau,  it  was  confeffed,  even  by  the 
duke  of  Alva’s  enemies,  that  he  atted  with  the 
moft  confummate  prudence ;  and  if  his  con* 
duft  afterwards  had  been  equally  prudent,  he 
might,  notwithftanding  the  general  odium 
which  his  tyranny  had  excited  againft  him, 
have  preferved  the  Netherlands  in  obedience 
to  his  authority.  For  if  fuch  of  the  people  as 


C  c  2 


were 
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book  were  difaffected  to  his  government  remained 

L; —  quiet  while  the  prince  of  Orange  was  at  hand 

1568.  to  favour  their  attempts,  it  cannot  be  fuppofed, 

that,  after  all  their  hopes  of  affiftance  were  ex- 
tinguiftied,  they  would  have  ever  dared  to  dis¬ 
pute  his  will.  And  indeed  the  fpirits  of  this 
unhappy  people,  at  the  prefent  period,  feem  to 
have  been  fo  entirely  broken,  and  their  minds 
fo  deeply  impreffed  with  awe  and  terror,  that 
nothing  could  have  infpired  them  with  the  cou¬ 
rage  which  they  afterwards  difplayed,  but  info- 
lence  and  oppreffion  carried  to  the  mod  enor¬ 
mous  height. 


Alva’s  va¬ 
nity  and  ar¬ 
rogance. 


As  foon  as  the  army  of  the  prince  of  Orange 
was  difbanded,  Alva  difmiiTed  his  German  ca¬ 
valry,  and  having  diftributed  the  greateft  part 
of  his  infantry  into  •winter-quarters,  he  fet  out 
himfelf  with  the  remainder  for  Brulfels ;  where, 
after  a  triumphant  entry,  he  ordered  his  victory 
to  be  celebrated  with  every  fpecies  of  rejoicing. 
He  then  commanded  a  folemn  thankfgiving  for 
the  fuccefs  which  had  attended  his  arms  to  be 
obferved  through  all  the  provinces ;  and  or¬ 
dered  a  flatue  of  himfelf  to  be  formed  in  brafs, 
and  medals  to  be  (truck,  which,  while  they 
ferved  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  his  ex¬ 
ploits,  gave  proof  of  a  degree  of  vanity  and  ar¬ 
rogance,  which  put  his  friends  to  the  blufh,  and, 
made  the  world  unwilling  to  yield  him  that; 

praife 
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praife  which  his  vigour 'afid  abilities  would  bo^oic 
have  procured  him b.  One  of  the  firft  afts  .  —~,j 

of  rs6*- 

b  In  one  of  the  medals  lie  was  reprefented  riding  in  a 
triumphal  chatiot,  with  a  Victory  behind  him  putting  a 
crown  upon  his  head. .  In  his  right-hand  he  held  a  fword,  to 
fignify  that  he  had  conquered  count  Lewis  by  open  force  ; 
and  in  the  left,  an  iEgis,  to  exprefs  that  wifdorn  of  which  he 
had  availed  himfelf  againft  the  prince  of  Orange:  and  as  a 
farther  emblem  of  his  wrfdom,  the  chariot  was  drawn  by 
owls,  which  in  the  ancient  heathen  fuperftition  were  facred 
to  Minerva. 

But  his  ftatue,  which  was  made  at  this  time,  and  after¬ 
wards  placed  in  the  citadel  of  Antwerp,  afforded  a  ftill 
more  ftriking  proof  of  his  vanity  and  arrogance.  It  was 
the  workrnanfhip  of  Jockeling,  a  German  artift,  the  molt 
celebrated  fculptor  of  the  age.  The  governor  was  repre¬ 
fented  trampling  under  his  feet  the  figure  of  a  monfier, 
having  certain  emblematical  figns  in.  different  parts,  which 
denoted  the  petition  which  had  been  prefented  to  the  duchefs 
of  Parma,  the  compromife,  and  the  infurreftion  and  tumults 
which  enfued.  The  bate  of  the  work  was  a  fquare  pillar  of 
marble,  containing  on  one  fide  the  artift’s  name,  and  on  the 
Other  three  fides  ah  encomium  of  the  duke  of  Alva;  who  is 
there  faid  to  have  extinguished  herefy  and  rebellion,  to  havs 
faved  the  church  from  deft‘ru£Hon,  and  reftored  juftice  and 
tranquillity  to  the  Netherlands.  This  monument  of  Alva’s 
vanity  was  far  from  being  acceptable  to- the  King  ;  it  was  a 
fubjedt.of  derifion  among  his  enemies  at  the  court  of  Spain  ; 
and  in  the  Flemings,  it  excited  the  highell  refentment  and 
indignation  *. 

It  appears  from  Grotius,  that  about  this  time  the  duke 
made  feveral  ufeful  regulations  with  regard  to  trade,  the 

*  Bentivoglio,  p.  86.  Van  Loon,  tom.  i.  p.  135.  Strada,  p.  250. 
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of  his  adminiftration,  after  his  return  to  Bruffels, 
was  to  determine  the  fate  of  the  prifoners  whom 
he  had  taken  during  the  campaign ;  and  all  fuch 
of  them  as  were  inhabitants  of  the  Netherlands 
were  treated  as  rebels,  and  put  to  death. 

wis  tyran-  ^  strict  inquiry  was  fet  on  foot,  to  difcover 
thofe  who  had,  either  by  word  or  deed,  whilft 
the  war  fubfifted,  ftiewn  their  inclinations  fa¬ 
vourable  to  the  prince  of  Orange.  And  as  the 
ifiue  of  the  war  had  remained  long  uncertain, 
and  fortune  had  fometimes  favoured  one  fide 
and  fometimes  another,  many  perfons  had  un¬ 
warily  given  vent  both  to  their  hopes  and  to 
their  fears ;  little  fufpecting  that  they  were  to 
be  called  to  fo  rigorous  an  account  for  un¬ 
guarded  expreflions,  uttered  among  their  friends 
and  neighbours,  which  were  now  imputed  to 
them  as  the  moft  atrocious  crimes.  The  people 
of  the  Low  Countries  had  long  enjoyed  the 
privilege  of  not  being  tried  by  any  judges, 
but  thofe  of  the  city  or  diftrict  to  which  they 
belonged ;  and  no  citizen  could  be  put  to 
death  who  had  not  confeffed  his  crime.  No 
regard  was  paid  to  either  of  thefe  privileges. 
Perfons  of  all  ranks  were  hurried  from  the 
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coin,  and  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  5  but  they  failed  in  pro¬ 
moting  the  purpofes  for  which  they  were  intended,  and  even 
the  memory  of  them  was  foon  effaced  by  the  violence  of  the 
meafurcs  which  he  afterwards  purfued. 

places 
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places  of  their  refidence,  and  carried  to  fo  great 
a  diftance  as  made  it  impoflible  for  them  to  dis¬ 
prove  the  accufations  brought  againft  them,  how¬ 
ever  groundlefs.  Great  numbers  were  feized 
on  bare  fufpicion  j  many  fuffered  death  on  the 
flighted  evidence ;  and  others  were  haraffed  with 
profecutions,  by  which  they  were  reduced  to  the 
utmoft  poverty  and  diftrefs c. 

The  iniquity  and  unrelenting  cruelty  exer*  The  ve- 

i  y  c t  j  therlands 

cifed  by  the  inquifitors  diffufed  an  univerfal  deferted  by 
terror  over  all  the  provinces.  Not  only  the  bersoTthe 
Proteftants,  but  likewife  all  who  had  ever  PeoPle* 
fliewn  themfelves  attached  to  the  liberty  of  their 

'  The  negligence  which  the  judges  difcovered  in  the  fen- 
tences  which  they  paffed  againft  the  unhappy  victims  deli¬ 
vered  over  to  them  by  the  inquifitors,  and  in  the  warrants 
which  they  figned  for  their  execution,  would  be  incredible, 

•  if  the  many  inftances  recorded  by  the  contemporary  hifto- 
rians  did  not  put  it  beyond  all  doubt.  An  order  was  iffued 
at  this  time  for  executing  feveral  of  the  prifoners  who  had 
been  condemned.  In  the  lift  of  their  names,  the  name  of 
one  man  was  inferted  whofe  caufe  had  not  been  tried,  and 
he  too  was  led  to  execution.  Some  time  after,  the  judge* 
gave  orders  to  have  this  man  brought  before  them  for  his 
trial.  They  were  informed,  that,  in  obedience  to  their 
former  command,  he  had  already  fuffered  death  ;  and  proof 
was  at  the  fame  time  laid  before  them  of  his  innocency.  Moft 
of  the  judges  expreffed  on  this  occafion  great  uneaiinefs; 
but  Vargas,  the  Spanifh  lawyer,  obierved,  that  what  had 
happened,  if  rightly  confidered,  ought  not  to  give  them  much 
concern,  fince  it  was  happy  for  the  man’s  foul  that  he  died 
innocent. 

C  c  4  country, 
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country,  faw  that  nothing  lefs  would  fatisfy  the 
governor  than  their  utter  ruin.  It  would  not 
avail  them,  they  perceived,  to  conceal  their  fen- 
iiments,  nor  even  to  difclaim  them  ;  fince  many 
of  thofe  who  had  done  fo,  had  been  punilhed 
with  ;  death  and  confifcation ;  and  had  received 
no  other  favour  from  the  judges,  but  that  of 
having  fuffered  by,  the  fword  or  halter,  inftead 
of  being  committed  to  the  flames.  Determined 
by  thefe  confl derations,  great  numbers  of  both 
fexes  abandoned  their  habitations,  and  withdrew 
into  foreign  parts.  We  ought  not,  perhaps,  to 
believe  what  fome  hiftorians  relate,  that  no  leis 
than  a  hundred  thoufand  houfes  were  forfaken 
by  tjie  inhabitants.  It  is  however  certain,  that 
feveral  of  the  principal  cities  were  fenflbly 
thinner,  and  fome  whole  villages  and  fmaller 
toivns  were  rendered  almoft  defolate.  Many 
of  thofe  who  left  the  Netherlands  went  over 
to  England,  where  they  were  well  received  by 
Elizabeth.  And  as  in  that  country  they  en¬ 
joyed  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion,  they 
fixed  their  refidehce  in  it ;  and  amply  rewarded 
the  Englifli  for  the  protection  afforded  them,  by 
introducing  among  that  people  various  branches 
of  manufacture,  with  which  they  had  before  been 
unacquainted. 

r  I  '  1  /  *  .  ■  I 

The  Low  Countries  fuffered  extremely  from 
this  emigration  of  the  inhabitants.  "But  the 
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duke  of  Alva,  far  from  being  deterred  by  this 
confideration  from  the  profecution  of  his  plan, 
was  at  pains  to  prevent  the  return  of  the  exiles, 
and  even  prohibited  from  returning  all  fuch  of 
their  friends  as  had  gone  to  vifit  them,  by  pub- 
lifhing  an  edict,  fetting  forth,  that  they  Ihould 
be  confidered  as  holding  intercourfe  with  rebels, 
and  fhould  be  liable  to  the  punilhment  due  to 
thofe  who  gave  afilftance  to  the  enemies  of  the 
King. 

.  ”i  ■  !  ■  ■  .  ’  j  i  >•>!  I 

The  governor’s  vanity  was  flattered  about 
this  time,  by  an  embafly  which  came  from  the 
Pope,  to  prefent  him  a  confecrated  hat  and  fword. 
This  fort  of  prefent,  which  ufed  to  be  bellowed 
only  upon  princes,  was  conferred  on  the  duke 
of  Alva,  as  an  illuftrious  defender  of  the  popilli 
faith  ;  and  it  contributed  to  confirm  him  in  the 
purfuit  of  thofe  fanguinary  meafures,  which  had 
procured  him  fuch  a  dillinguiflied  honour. 

But  there  was  now  almoft  no  occafion  for 
employing  meafures  of  this  kind  in  his  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Netherlands.  All  perfons  who  had 
rendered  themfelves  obnoxious  to  his  difplea- 
fure,  had  either  been  put  to  death,  or  had  gone 
into  a  voluntary  banifliment ;  while  thofe  who 
remained  had  fhewn  themfelves  ready  to  yield 
an  implicit  and  entire  obedience  to  his  will. 
The  new  bifhops,  the  decrees  of  the  council  of 

Trent, 
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book  Trent,  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  Romifh 

t—  church,  were  received  and  eftablifhed  through- 
I568,  out  all  the  provinces. 

Anxiety  of  This  fuccefs  of  the  Duke  of  Alva’s  arms  and 

the  queen 

of  England,  counfels  gave  great  uneafmefs  to  fome  of  the 
neighbouring  princes,  and  particularly  to  the 
queen  of  England.  That  wife  princefs  had, 
from  the  beginning  of  her  reign,  beheld  with 
anxiety  the  growing  power  of  the  Spanifh  mo¬ 
narchy.  She  knew  how  much  Philip  was  in¬ 
clined  to  difturb  her  government,  and  was  fen- 
fible  of  the  advantage  which  the  vicinity  of 
his  dominions  in  the  Netherlands  afforded  him, 
for  carrying  any  fcheme  which  he  might  form 
againfl  her  into  execution  ;  efpecially  at  the 
prefent  period,  when,  inftead  of  the  limited 
prerogative  which  he  had  hitherto  enjoyed  in 
thefe  provinces,  he  had  acquired  an  abfolute  or 
defpotic  power,  and  ellablilhed  a  military  force, 
which  was  formidable  to  the  neighbouring  na¬ 
tions,  as  well  as  to  the  people  whom  it  had 
been  employed  to  fubdue.  Prompted  by  thefe 
confiderations,  Elizabeth  had  granted  her  pro¬ 
tection  to  the  Flemifh  exiles ;  and,  if  we  may 
credit  fome  hiftorians,  fhe  had  given  fecret  af- 
fiftance  in  money  to  the  prince  of  Orange.  The 
fituation  of  her  affairs  at  home,  where  fhe  was 
difquieted  by  the  machinations  of  the  partifans 
of  the  queen  of  Scots,  rendered  it  inexpedient 

for 
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for  her  to  come  to  an  open  breach  with  the  B  °x° K 

Spanilh  monarch  ;  but  not  with  (landing  this,  < - , - 

fhe  had  refolved  to  lay  hold  of  the  firll  proper  J  J 
opportunity  that  Ihould  occur  of  counteracting 
his  defigns. 

It  was  not  lone  before  an  occafion  of  this  she  frizes 
kind  offered,  which  me  readily  embraced,  longing  to 
Some  merchants  of  Genoa,  having  engaged  to  1  ,p' 
tranfmit  certain  fums  of  money  for  Philip’s  ufe 
into  the  Netherlands,  had  put  four  hundred 
thoufand  crowns  on  board  five  fmall  veffels, 
which,  being  attacked  on  their  way  to  Ant¬ 
werp  by  privateers  belonging  to  the  prince 
of  Conde,  were  obliged  to  take  fhelter  in  the 
harbours  of  Plymouth  and  Southampton.  The 
Spanilh  ambaffador  at  the  court  of  London 
immediately  applied  for  a  fafe-condud,  that 
he  might  fend  the  money  by  the  neareft  way 
to  the  Low  Countries ;  and  at  firll  Elizabeth 
leaned  willing  to  grant  his  requell  j  but  after¬ 
wards  fhe  ordered  the  ambaffador  to  be  told, 
that,  as  fhe  underftood  the  money  was  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  Italian  merchants,  fhe  had  refolved 
to  detain  it  for  lome  time  in  her  own  hands,  and 
would  take  care  that  the  owners  fhould  not 
have  any  reafon  to  complain.  The  ambaffador 
endeavoured  to  make  it  appear,  that  the  money 
belonged  to  the  King  his  Mailer  j  and  he  was 
feconded  in  his  applications  for  it  by  letters 
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addreffed  to  the  Oueen  from  the  duke  of  Alva. 
Elizabeth  lent  a  deaf  ear  to  their  remonltrances, 
and  difcovered  plainly,  that  (he  had  refolved  to 
keep  the  money.  Alva  was  not  of  a  temper  to 
bear  patiently  this  infult.  It  was  ever  more 
agreeable  to  his  nature,  to  conquer  difficulties, 
than  to  attempt,  by  negociation,  to  elude  them. 
Without  regard  to  treaties  fub filling  between 
the  Englilh  and  the  Flemings,  and  without  ccn- 
fulting  either  the  States  or  council  of  the  Ne¬ 
therlands,  he  ordered  all  the  Englilh  merchants 
at  Antwerp  to  be  call  into  prifon,  and  their  ef¬ 
fects  to  be  confifcated.  He  did  not  confiaer, 
or  he  was  not  moved  by  the  conlideration,  that 
the  Flemings  had  at  that  time  a  much  greater 
quantity  of  goods  in  England,  than  the  En¬ 
glilh  poffielfed  in  Flanders,  Elizabeth  had  no 
reafon  therefore  to  be  forry  for  what  had  hap¬ 
pened.  But  fine  difpatched  an  ambaffiador  to 
Philip,  to  complain  of  the  injury  done  to  her ; 
and  not  receiving  fatisfaclion,  Ihe  proceeded  to 
make  reprifals,  and  feized  effects,  belonging  to 
Spanifii  and  Flemilh  merchants,  by  which  her 
fubjedts  were  more  than  compenfated  for  all  the 
Ioffes  which  they  had  fullained  in  Flanders. 
Alva  came  at  Iaff  to  perceive  his  error,  and  fent 
over  Chrillopher  Affcnville  to  England,  to  ne- 
gociate  an  agreement  with  the  Queen.  Eliza¬ 
beth,  who  took  pleafure  to  mortify  the  pride  of 
Alva,  refufed  to  admit  Affonville  into  her  pre¬ 
fence. 
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fence,  becaufe  he  had  not  credentials  fioin  Phi¬ 
lip.  Alva,  more  enraged  than  ever  by  this 
aifront,  prohibited  the  people  in  the  Low 
Countries  from  holding  any  commercial  iater- 
courfe  with  the  Englilh  ;  but  at  laft,  after  va¬ 
rious  negociations,  the  matter  was  adjusted  by 
treaty,  and  the  trade  put  upon  its  former  foot¬ 
ing,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
feventy-fourh 

In  the  mean  time  Elizabeth  gained  her  end, 
and  did  a  moil  material  prejudice  to  Philip’s 
intereft  in  the  Netherlands.  This  prejudice 
was  indeed  much  greater  than  fne  intended, 
and  was  accompanied  with  more  important 
confequences  than  ihe  could  poffibly  forefee. 
Great  arrears  were  due  to  the  Spanilh  troops, 
and  Alva  had  contracted  a  confiderabie  debt  by 
building  citadels.  Philipps  treafury,  although 
the  richeft  in  Europe,  was  exhaufted  by  the  ex- 
penfive  wars  in  which  he  had  been  engaged 
againft  the  Turks  and  Moors;  nor  could  he  at 
prefent  alford  the  money  requilite  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  his  forces  in  Flanders.  In  this  fitua- 
tion,  the  governor  found  it  neceffary  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  the  Flemings,  whom  he  believed  to  be 
fo  thoroughly  fubdued,  that  they  would  not  re- 
fufe  to  comply  with  any  demand  which  he  could 
make  upon  them. 

Metersn,  p.  So.  Strata,  p.  252.  Eentivoglio,  p.  9o. 
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Taxes  of 
the  10th 
and  acth 
pennies. 


The  abfurdity  and  folly,  added  to  the  oppref- 
fion  and  tyranny,  into  which  his  arrogance,  to¬ 
gether  with  his  ignorance  of  the  interefts  of  a 
commercial  people,  betrayed  him  on  this  occa- 
fion,  may  jultly  be  regarded  as  the  chief  caufe 
of  all  the  difficulties  which  he  afterwards  en¬ 
countered,  and  of  all  thofe  aftonilhing  exer¬ 
tions  which  the  people  made  to  free  themfelves 
from  the  Spanifh  yoke.  It  may  appear  fur- 
prifmg,  that  the  impofmg  of  taxes,  however 
burdenfoine,  ffiould  have  wrought  more  power¬ 
fully  on  their  minds,  than  the  cruel  perfec¬ 
tions  which  had  been  exercifed  with  fuch  un¬ 
relenting  fury  on  account  of  religion.  But  the 
reafon  is  obvious.  The  perfections  extended 
only  to  a  certain  number  of  individuals ;  whereas 
the  taxes  affetted  all  men  alike,  and  muff  have 
proved  the  fource  of  univerfal  and  perpetual 
oppreffion. 


The  people  in  the  Low  Countries  had  in  no 
period  been  accuftomed  to  be  taxed  by  their 
pi-inces.  The  power  of  impofing  taxes  belong¬ 
ed,  by  the  conftitution  and  conftant  practice, 
to  the  affembly  of  the  States.  And  when  the 
prince  had  occahon  for  money,  he  had  been 
accuftomed,  from  the  earlieft  times,  to  peti¬ 
tion  the  States  for  a  fupply,  which  they  either 
granted  or  refufed,  as  they  were  finished  or 
difpleafed  with  the  reafons  for  demanding  it. 

At 
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At  certain  periods,  and  particularly  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  prefent  reign,  they  had  carried 
their  jealotify  of  this  important  privilege  fo  far, 
as  to  appoint  commiflioners  of  their  own  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  money  from  the  people,  and  to  fee  it 
applied  to  the  purpofes  for  which  it  had  been 
granted.  The  duke  of  Alva  paid  no  greater 
regard  to  this  than  he  had  done  to  their  other 
privileges.  He  refolved  by  his  own  authority 
to  eftablifh  taxes,  fufficient  not  only  to  fupply 
his  prefent  neceflity,  but  to  ferve  as  a  perpetual 
fund  for  defraying  all  the  expences  of  his  go¬ 
vernment. 

The  manner  in  which  thefe  taxes  were  im- 
pofed  was  not  more  arbitrary,  than  the  taxes 
themfelves  were  oppreflive.  They  were  three 
in  number.  The  firft  was  a  tax  pi  one  per  cent. 
on  all  goods,  whether  moveable  or  immove¬ 
able.  The  fecond,  of  twenty  per  cent,  to  be  paid 
annually,  of  all  immoveable  goods,  or  heritage. 
And  the  third,  of  ten  per  cent,  of  all  moveable 
goods,  tQ  be  paid  on  every  fale.  It  was  en¬ 
abled,  that  the  firft  of  thefe  taxes  fhould  be  paid 
only  once  ;  but  it  was  ordained,  that  the  other 
two  fhould  continue  as  long  as  the  public  exi¬ 
gencies  fhould  require. 

Intimation  was  made  of  thefe  demands,  in 
the  name  of  the  King,  to  an  afTerably  of  the 
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states  ;  and  it  is  impoffible  to  defcribe  the  ado- 
nifhment  which  they  excited.  The  deputies 
knew  not  what  anfwer  to  return ;  and  therefore 
defired  time  to  confiaer  of  the  governor’s  requi- 
fitions,  and  to  tranfmit  an  account  of  them  to 
their  condiments.  They  were  received  every 
where  with  grief  and  indignation ;  and  there 
was  nothing  to  be  heard  but  the  bittered  lamen¬ 
tations  over  all  the  provinces. 

“  It  was  not  enough,”  they  complained,  “  for 
the  King  to  have  dripped  the  country  of  infi¬ 
nite  numbers  of  the  people  ;  to  have  filled  the 
provinces  with  foreign  foldiers,  and  to  have 
wreathed  the  yoke  about  the  necks  of  the  in¬ 
habitants,  by  garrifons  and  citadels  ;  but  they 
mud  likevrife  bear  the  charge  of  fupporting 
thofe  indruments  of  their  oppreflion;  and  for 
this  purpofe,  indead  of  the  voluntary  and  mo¬ 
derate  contributions  which  they  had  been  wont 
to  pay  under  former  princes,  be  loaded  for  ever 
with  the  mod  violent  and  opprefiive  taxes* 
Notwithdanding  the  injudice  with  which  they 
had  been  treated  from  the  beginning  of  the  go¬ 
vernor’s  adminidration,  yet,  during  his  conted 
with  the  princes  of  Naflau,  they  had  remained 
unlhaken  in  their  fidelity  to  the  King,  and  even 
co-operated  w;ith  his  forces  againd  the  enemy ; 
but  it  now  appeared  that  their  mod  implacable 
enemy  was  the  King  himfelf;  who  feemed  to 
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defire  nothing  fo  much,  as  to  reduce  them  to  a  book  ♦ 
ftate  of  the  moft  wretched  flavery  5  and  in  order  — 
to  accomplifh  an  end  fo  cruel  and  inglorious,  ,s69‘ 
had  fent  among  them  the  duke  of  Alva,  whofe 
conduct  feemed  rather  as  if  he  had  come  to 
extirpate  the  inhabitants,  than  to  govern  or 
protect  them.  But  they  had  already  borne  too 
much.  It  was  time  to  fhew  that  they  had  not 
been  infenfible  of  the  treatment  which  they  had 
received,  and  that  they  were  not  altogether  un¬ 
worthy  of  their  iiluftrious  anceftors,  to  whofe 
wifdom  and  valour  they  were  indebted  for  thofe 
invaluable  privileges,  of  which  the  King,  and  the 
odious  inftruments  of  his  tyranny,  now  wanted 
to  deprive  them e. 

When  the  States  found  that  the  new  taxes  oPPo<jtio» 
were  fo  univerfally  difagreeable  to  their  confli- 
tuents,  they  took  courage,  and  reprefented  their  the  Staces* 
own  fentiments  concerning  them  to  the  gover¬ 
nor.  They  reminded  him  of  the  difcurbances 
which  had  arifen  from  an  attempt  to  edablilh 
the  tax  of  the  hundredth  penny,  in  the  year  one 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  fifty-fix ;  when  per- 
fons  of  all  ranks  difcovered  an  irreconcileable 
averfion  to  it,  not  only  oh  account  of  the  exor¬ 
bitancy  of  the  tax  itfelf,  but  becaufe  it  reduced 
them  to  the  difagreeable  necefiity  of  laying  open 
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k  their  private  affairs.  There  was  (till  greatef 

w  reafon,  they  obferved,  for  being  diffatisfied 
with  the  other  taxes ;  and  efpecially  that  of  the 
tenth  part  of  moveable  goods,  to  be  paid  at 
every  fale.  This  was  not  only  fuch  a  tax  as 
had  been  never  known  in  the  Low  Countries, 
but  would  prove  a  burden  which  it  would  be 
utterly  impoffible  to  fupport.  It  would  amount, 
in  many  cafes,  nearly  to  the  value  of  the  com-* 
modities  themfelves ;  fmce  the  fame  commodi¬ 
ties  were  often  transferred  from  one  perfon  to 
another,  and  from  him  to  a  third,  a  fourth,  a 
fifth,  a  fixth,  before  they  came  into  the  hands 
of  the  confumer.  In  woollen  manufactures 
this  was  unavoidable ;  the  wool  was  purchafed 
by  one  let  of  manufafturers ;  the  yarn  by  an¬ 
other  ;  the  cloth,  before  it  was  dyed,  by  a  third  j 
then  it  was  fold  to  the  merchant ;  by  him,  to 
the  retailer ;  and  by  the  retailer  to  his  cuftomers 
for  ufe ;  and  thus  the  tax  propofed  would 
amount  to  fix  or  feven  tenths  of  the  full  value 
of  the  commodity.  Several  confequences,  fatal 
to  the  profperity  of  the  people,  would  enfue. 
Foreigners  would  no  longer  purchafe  their 
manufactures,  becaufe  they  could  not  fell  them 
at  the  ufual  prices.  The  manufafturers  and 
merchants  would  fly  from  a  country  wher^  they 
were  fo  grievoufly  oppreffed ;  and  the  Flemings 
would  be  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  foreign 
nations  for  thofe  commodities  with  which  fo¬ 
reigners 
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feigners  had  hitherto  been  fupplied  by  them. 
Thus  the  fources  of  their  wealth  would  in  a  little 
time  be  dried  up  ;  and,  as  they  would  not  have 
any  manufactures  of  their  own,  fo  they  could  not 
long  polfefs  the  means  of  purchaling  them  from 
others.  To  thefe  reafons  they  added  another, 
taken  from  the  great  expence  and  difficulty  with 
which  the  colleCtiqn  of  the  tax  propofed  mult  be 
attended.  A  multitude  of  tax-gatherers  mult 
be  employed ;  the  people  would  (till  find  it 
practicable,  in  numberlefs  cafes,  to  elude  the 
tax ;  and  the  tranquillity  of  the  provinces  would 
be  continually  dilturbed  with  altercations  and 
difputes. 

In  anfwer  to  this  remonflrance,  Alva,  with 
much  ignorance  and  haughtinefs,  replied,  that 
nothing  could  convince  him  that  the  taxes 
required  would  be  fo  oppreffive  as  had  been 
reprefented ;  fince  it  was  evident,  that  he  de¬ 
manded  only  one  part  of  ten  for  the  King,  and 
left  the  remaining  parts  to  the  people.  That 
in  his  town  of  Alva  in  Spain,  the  tax  of  the 
tenth  penny  was  actually  paid,  and  yielded  him 
a  yearly  rent  of  between  forty  and  fifty  thou- 
fand  ducats.  That  if  fuch  a  revenue  as  he 
expeCted  ffiould  arife  from  it  in  the  Netherlands, 
he  would  deliver  the  people  from  all  their  other 
taxes.  That  he  had  often  heard  the  late  Em- 
peror  complain  of  the  difficulty  of  procuring 
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money  from  his  fubjedts  in  the  Low  Countries  ; 
and  that,  in  order  to  obtain  it,  he  had  been 
conflrained  to  grant  them  privileges  greatly  pre¬ 
judicial  to  his  authority.  But  at  prefent  there 
was  no  room  for  remonftrances.  Great  arrears 
were  due  to  his  troops ;  feveral  new  forts  mull 
be  built  without  delay  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
country  ;  money  for  thefe  purpofes  mull  be  im¬ 
mediately  procured,  and  he  could  not  devife  any 
more  effectual  means  of  railing  it,  than  the  taxes 
which  were  propofed f. 


Such  was  the  governor’s  reply  to  the  affem- 
bly  of  the  States  ;  but  being  fenffble  of  the  diffi¬ 
culties  which  attended  his  plan,  he  laid  it  before 
the  council,  and  defired  the  counfellors  to  con-  r 
lider  of  the  moll  effectual  method  of  carrying  it 
into  execution.  There  were  fome  of  them,  who, 
in  order  to  ingratiate  themfelves  with  the  Duke, 
exhorted  him  to-  perfill  in  his  delign.  And 
thefe  men  advifed  him  to  endeavour  firll  to  gain 
over  fuch  of  the  provinces  as  had  diltinguilhed 
themfelves  by  their  loyalty;  faying,  that  their 
example  would  foon  be  followed  by  the  other 
provinces,  who  would  dread  incurring  the  im¬ 
putation  of  difaffeccion. 


But  moll  of  the  counfellors  were  of  a  con¬ 
trary  opinion,  and  particularly  the  prefident 
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Viglius ;  a  mini  ft  er  of  long  experien  ce  in  the 
Netherlands,  and  of  undoubted  fidelity  to  the 
King.  “  The  objections,”  faid  he,  “  which 
had  been  urged  againft  the  taxes  were  unan- 
fwerable ;  for  there  was  the  wideft  difference 
between  the  ldngdom  of  Spain,  and  the  Low 
Country  provinces.  The  wealth  of  Spain  con- 
fifted  in  the  great  extent  of  its  territory  and  the 
fertility  of  its  foil.  It  was  divided  from  other 
kingdoms,  either  by  inaccefhble  mountains,  or 
by  the  ocean.  It  was  complete  within  itfelf, 
and  independent  of  any  connexion  with  other 
countries.  Whereas  the  Netherlands  were  of 
fuch  fmall  extent,  as  to  be  utterly  infufficient 
to  fupport  the  inhabitants.  They  were  fituated 
in  the  heart  of  Europe,  and  had  fo  many 
different  nations  bordering  upon  them,  that,  if 
trade  were  difcouraged  or  oppreffed,  the  ma¬ 
nufacturers  and  merchants  could  eafily,  and 
would  certainly,  tranfplant  themfelves,  together 
with  their  arts,  to  the  countries  which  lay 
around  them.  This  confequence  was  to  be 
dreaded  from  much  lefs  burdenfome  impofi- 
tions  than  thofe  that  were  propofed ;  which 
were  fuch  as  had  never  taken  place  in  any 
commercial  date,  and  to  which,  he  was  con¬ 
fident,  the  people  of  the  Low  Countries  would 
never  be  perfuaded  to  fubmit.  I  fpeak  thus 
(continued  he)  prompted  by  a  concern  for  the 
intered  of  the  King,  as  well  as  by  a  regard  to 
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book  the  profperity  of  :he  Netherlands ;  for  there  is 
v  XJ  the  greated  reafon  to  apprehend,  that  if  the 
*569-  governor  fhall  not  depart  from  his  refolution, 
trade  will  foon  be  reduced  fo  low,  that  the 
people  will  be  difabled  from  furnifhing  the 
fupplies  requifite  for  the  purpofes  of  govern¬ 
ment6.” 

This  fpeech  of  Viglius  ferved  rather  to  in- 
cenfe  the  duke  of  Alva  than  to  convince  him. 
Without  regarding  either  the  dignity  of  the 
fpeaker,  or  the  drength  of  his  arguments,  he 
vouchfafed  to  make  no  other  anfwer,  but  that, 
long  before  this  time,  he  had  refolved  upon  the 
taxes  in  difpute,  and  had  communicated  his 
refolution  to  the  counts  Barlaimont  and  Noir- 
carmes,  before  he  came  into  the  Low  Countries. 
His  purpofe  was  unalterably  fixed,  and  thofe 
who  were  friends  to  the  King  mud,  without 
any  further  altercation,  exert  their  endeavours 
to  bring  the  States  to  a  compliance  with  his 
will. 

When  the  States  found  that  the  governor 
was  equally  deaf  to  the  remondrances  of  the 
prefident,  as  he  had  been  to  theirs,  they  began 
to  dread  the  effects  of  his  difpleafure;  and  in 
order  to  footh  his  refentment,  they  gave  their 
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confent  to  the  tax  of  the  hundredth  penny; 
intreating  him,  at  the  fame  time,  to  pafs  from 
the  other  taxes,  and  reprefenting  again,  in  the 
ftrongeft  terms,  the  ruinous  confequences  which 
would  attend  them.  But  he  was  ftill  as  inex¬ 
orable  as  ever ;  although  he  condeicended  on 
this  occafion  to  make  a  trial  of  fome  fofter 
expedients,  before  he  fhould  have  recourfe  to 
thofe  of  a  more  violent  nature,  which,  in  cafe  of 
neceflity,  he  was  determined  to  employ. 

X 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  one  thoufand 
.  five  hundred  and  fixty-eight,  Philip,  with  the 
advice  of  the  inquifitors  at  Madrid,  had  pro¬ 
nounced  a  general  fentence  againlt  his  fubjedts 
in  the  Netherlands,  finding  them  obnoxious  to 
juftice,  and  depriving  them  of  their  fortunes, 
rights,  and  privileges.  By  this  extraordinary 
fentence,  which,  from  the  nature  of  it,  was 
incapable  of  being  executed,  he  had  kept  this 
unhappy  people  in  perpetual  anxiety ;  but  at 
lafl,  believing  their  fpirits  to  be  thoroughly 
fubdued,  and  dreading  the  utter  defolation  of 
the  provinces,  he  had  refolved  to  publifh  a 
general  indemnity ;  and  fome  months  before 
the  prefent  period,  had  tranfmitted  it  to  the 
duke  of  Alva,  together  with  a  confirmation  of 
it  by  the  Pope.  The  Duke  thought  that  he 
could  not  publifh  this  indemnity  at  a  more  fea- 
fonable  juncture ;  and  he  flattered  himfelf  that  it 
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Would  ferve  to  conciliate  the  favour  of  the 
people,  and  make  it  eafier  for  him  to  overcome 
their  averfion  to  the  taxes.  It  was  firft  made 
public  in  the  city  of  Antwerp  ;  where  the  gover¬ 
nor,  feated  on  a  lofty  throne,  furrounded  with 
a  degree  of  pomp  which  no  former  governor 
had  aifumed,  ordered  it  to  be  read  in  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  a  prodigious  concourfe  of  people,  who 
had  come  from  all  quarters  to  hear  it,  full  of  the 
moll  anxious  expectation.  It  was  afterwards 
printed  and  difperfed  over  all  the  provinces. 
But  it  was  extremely  ill-calculated  to  promote 
the  purpofe  deligned ;  and  was  clogged  with 
fuch  a  number  of  exceptions,  as  tended  rather 
to  awaken  the  fears  of  the  people,  than  to  allay 
or  remove  them. 

From  the  benefit  of  it  were  excluded,  not 
only  all  the  preachers  of  the  reformed  religion, 
but  likewife  all  thofe  who  had  ever  lodged  or 
entertained  them  in  their  houfes ;  all  who  had 
been  concerned  in  breaking  the  images,  or  in 
violating  the  monafleries  and  churches ;  all  who 
had  fubfcribed  the  compromife,  the  petition  of 
the  nobles,  or  any  other  fuch  bond  of  affoci- 
ation  and,  laftly,  all  thofe  who  had  given 
afhftance,  or  fhewn  favour,  by  word,  deed,  or 
writing,  to  the  enemies  of  the  King.  Such 
were  the  exceptions  that  regarded  individuals ; 
and  with  refpect  to  cities  and  communities,  it 
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was  declared,  that  if  any  of  them  fhould  be 
found  to  have  been  acceffory  to  the  late  dis¬ 
orders,  on  the  pretence  of  maintaining  their 
privileges,  the  King  referved  to  himfelf  the  power 
of  punifhing  or  forgiving  them,  as  he  fhould 
judge  expedient. 

It  is  not  furprifxng  that  an  aft  of  indemnity 
fuch  as  this,  fhould  have  failed  to  produce  any 
falu'cary  effect.  Perfons  of  all  ranks  were  highly 
offended  with  that  open  declaration  which  it 
contained,  that  they  had  forfeited  their  privi¬ 
leges.  There  were  many  who,  although  they 
themfelves  had  ever  been  zealoufly  attached 
to  the  Catholic  religion,  were  connected  by 
the  molt  endearing  ties  with  thofe  who  had 
forfaken  it.  Prompted  by  natural  affeftion, 
gratitude,  or  humanity,  they  had  done  offices 
of  kindnefs  to  their  friends  and  neighbours,  for 
which  they  were  now  made  equally  liable  to 
punifhment,  as  if  they  had  been  guilty  of  the 
moft  enormous  crimes.  Their  minds  therefore 
were  thrown  into  a  greater  ferment  than  ever ; 
and  they  were  difpoied  to  regard  the  pardon 
which  had  been  proclaimed,  rather  as  an 
intuit  added  to  the  injuries  which  they  had 
received,  than  as  an  aft  of  clemency  and 
mercy  h. 
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The  duke  of  Alva  confidered  it  in  a  light  ex¬ 
tremely  different,  and  foon  afterwards  refolved 
to  make  trial,  whether  it  had  produced  the  de- 
fired  effect.  With  this  view  he  ordered  the 
feveral  governors  to  inform  the  States  of  their 
refpedtive  provinces,  that  the  fituation  of  his 
affairs  required  an  immediate  and  large  fupply, 
and  that  they  muff  proceed  to  the  raifing  of 
the  tax  of  the  tenth  penny,  without  any  fur¬ 
ther  remonflrance  or  delay.  With  the  different 
provinces,  however,  he  thought  proper  to  em¬ 
ploy  very  different  means  of  perfuafion.  As  the 
inhabitants  of  Namur,  Artois,  and  Hainault, 
had,  from  the  beginning,  been  extremely 
fubmiflive  to  his  will,  he  defired  the  counts 
Barlaimont  and  Noircarmes,  to  acquaint  them, 
that  he  wifhed  to  obtain  their  confent  to  the 
tax,  more  for  an  example  of  obedience  to 
the  other  provinces,  tfian  from  any  intention  to 
levy  it  upon  them ;  who  had  deferved  fo  well 
of  him  by  their  fidelity.  But  he  delivered  his 
orders  in  a  much  more  peremptory  tone  to  the 
other  provinces.  He  would  take  care,  he  faid, 
in  levying  the  tax,  to  prevent  the  confequences 
which  they  apprehended  might  arife  from  it ; 
and  would  abolifh  it,  if  he  found  it  huytful 
to  their  trade.  In  the  mean  time  it  was  the 
will  of  the  King  that  it  fhould  be  impofed. 
The  King  had  invefled  him  with  power  to 
exadt  it ;  and  he  was  unalterably  determined 

to 
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to  employ  that  power  for  the  purpofe  for  which 
it  had  been  conferred.  He  concluded  with  re¬ 
minding  them  of  the  guilt  which  they  contra&ed 
during  the  late  commotions ;  and  bid  them 
efteem  it  a  happinefs  that  they  v/ere  now  allowed 
to  atone  for  their  folly,  by  giving  a  part  of  their 
fubftance,  when  the  King  might  in  juftice  have 
feized  the  whole. 

By  thefe  promifes  and  threats  an  a  dent  was 
at  lad  extorted ;  but  it  was  given  upon  two  ,‘ndmYdIted. 
conditions,  that  all  the  provinces,  without  ex¬ 
ception,  fhould  agree  to  the  taxes  ;  and  that  the 
governor  fhould,  according  to  his  promife, 
moderate  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  no  pre¬ 
judice  could  arife  from  them  to  the  trade  or 
manufactures  of  the  Netherlands.  The  only 
provinces  which  rejected  thefe  conditions  were 
thofe  of  Utrecht  and  Brabant.  And  the  former 
of  thefe  difcovered,  in  the  progrefs  of  this  affair, 
a  firmnefs  and  intrepidity  that  deferves  to  be 
recorded. 

Soon  after  the  governor’s  orders  were  com-  The  ref0- 
municated  to  the  States  of  Utrecht,  they  fent  ^uYYtnhe 
ambafladors  to  reprefent,  that  having  taken  utrTht^ 
his  demand  under  their  molt  ferious  confider- 
ation,  they  were  unable  to  conceive  how  it 
could  poffibly  be  granted*  The  territory  of 
Utrecht,  they  faid,  was  fmall  j  the  inland  parts 
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of  it  were  barren,  and  the  other  parts  were 
preferred  from  the  fury  of  the  waters  at  an 
immenfe  expence.  Although  they  had  but  lately 
become  fubject  to  the  houfe  of  Auflria,  vet,  in 
order  to  raife  the  tributes  impoied  upon  them 
by  the  late  Emperor  and  the  prefent  King,  they 
had  been  obliged  to  contract  a  very  large  debt, 
which  they  had  never  been  able  to  repay. 
During  the  late  difrurbances,  they  had  fuffered 
more  than  the  other  provinces :  their  city  had 
been  forfaken  by  its  molt  induilrious  inhabit¬ 
ants,  and  their  trade,  which  was  never  great, 
almoft  annihilated.  But  as  they  knew  the 
necefflty  of  the  governor’s  affairs,  and  were 
fenfrble  how  much  they  had  been  indebted  to 
him  for  refroiing  tranquilhty  to  the  Netherlands, 
thev  were  willing  to  alhff  him  to  the  utmoft 
extent  of  their  ability,  and  would  engage  to  pay 
him  vearlv  a  hundred  thomand  florins  for  fix 

j  j 

years ;  provided  thev  were  freed  from  all  other 
burdens  during  that  time. 

This  offer  the  governor  rejected  with  fcom 
and  indignation.  The  States  then  fent  another 
embaffy  to  inform  him,  that  they  had  conil- 
dered  fullv  of  what  thev  could  afford  :  thev  had 

J  *  7  J 

fl  ittered  themfelves  that  their  offer  would  have 
met  with  a  favourable  acceptance;  they  were 
confcious  of  having  given  the  ftrongeft  proof 
cf  an  inclination,  to  comply  with  his  defire ;  but, 

whatever 
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whatever  fhould  be  the  confequence,  they  mull 
now  declare,  that  it  was  beyond  their  power 
to  offer  more.  And  in  this  declaration,  the 
prefidents  of  the  five  churches  concurred ;  pro- 
telling,  that  they  could  not  agree  to  the  taxes 
propofed,  without  incurring  the  cenfure  of  ex- 
communication,  which  was  denounced  in  the 
Pope’s  bull1,  in  coma  Domini ,  not  only  againfl 
thofe  who  impofed  taxes  on  the  revenues  of  the 
church,  but  againfl  thofe  likewife  who  fub- 
mitted  to  them.  But  the  governor  paid  no 
greater  regard  to  this  proteftation  of  the  eccle- 
fiaflics,  than  to  the  remonflrances  of  the  States. 
It  provoked  him  exceedingly,  to  meet  with, 
fuch  obflinate  refiflance  from  fo  inconfiderable 
a  province  as  Utrecht.  Pie  had  threatened  to 
employ  force,  and  he  now  refolved  to  put  his 
threat  in  execution. 

He  began  with  fending  to  the  city  of  Utrecht 
a  regiment  of  infantry,  confiding  of  two  thou- 
fand  four  hundred  men  ;  who,  befides  exacting 
the  fame  number  of  florins  a  week  for  their 
pay,  lived  at  free  quarters  in  the  houfes  of  the 
inhabitants,  and,  knowing  the  governor’s  defign 
in  placing  them  there,  indulged  themfelves  in 
every  fpecies  of  outrage.  He  fummoned  the 
magiflrates  of  the  city,  and  the  States  of  the 
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province,  to  appear  before  the  Council  of  Tab 
mults,  to  anfwer  for  their  conduct  in  the  year 
one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fifty-fix,  when 
they  ceded  to  the  Proteftants  one  of  the  churches 
of  the  city  for  their  religious  affemblies.  it  did 
not^avail  them  to  allege  in  their  defence,  that 
only  a  few  individuals  were  concerned  in  this 
deed ;  that  thefe  few  had  adled  with  the  belt 
intention  towards  the  King  and  the  Catholic 
religion,  and  had  made  that  conceffion,  of  which 
the  whole  city  was  now  accufed,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  molt  unhappy  confequences,  which 
would  otherwise  have  arifen  from  the  intempe¬ 
rate  zeal  of  the  reformers.  Thefe  defences  made 
no  imprefiion  on  the  Duke,  or  on  the  council* 
And  fentence  was  paifed  with  very  little  he- 
fitation,  at  the  fame  time,  againft  the  ecclefiaftics, 
the  nobles,  and  the  feveral  cities  of  the  pro¬ 
vince.  The  ecclefiaftics  were  deprived  of  their 
right  of  voting  in  the  affembly  of  the  States ; 
the  nobles  were  ftript  of  all  their  honours  and 
immunities ;  the  cities  of  Utrecht,  Amersfort, 
Wyck,  and  Rhenen,  were  declared  to  have 
forfeited  their  privileges ;  and,  as  Utrecht  was 
fuppofed  to  have  been  more  particularly  guilty, 
it  was  enacted,  that  all  the  territory  and  reve¬ 
nues  belonging  to  the  city  and  corporations 
fhould  be  confifcated. 

The  States  were  fo  far  intimidated  by  this 
iniquitous  fentence,  and  their  patience  fo  much 
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Cxhaufted  by  the  oppreffive  rapacity  of  the  fol- 
diers,  that  they  were  induced  to  raife  the  offer 
which  they  had  made  of  one  hundred  thoufand 
florins  to  one  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand. 
But  neither  what  they  had  already  fuffered,  nor 
what  they  dreaded  from  the  governor’s  refent- 
ment,  could  induce  them  to  yield  their  confent 
to  the  taxes  of  the  tenth  and  twentieth  penny. 

This  refolute  conduct  of  the  people  of 
Utrecht  was  attended  with  the  molt  important 
confequences.  It  annulled  the  obligation  under 
which  the  other  States  had  come,  when  they 
confented  to  the  taxes,  on  condition  that  all  the 
provinces  fhould  concur ;  and  it  confirmed  the 
people  in  their  refolution  flrenuoufly  to  oppofe 
the  levying  of  the  taxes. 

The  governor  was  aware  how  difficult  it 
would  have  been,  in  their  prefent  temper,  to 
carry  his  plan  into  immediate  execution  *,  and 
although  it  does  not  appear  that  he  ever  enter¬ 
tained  the  remoteft  thoughts  of  dropping  it, 
yet,  as  his  occafions  for  money  were  extremely 
preffing,  he  called  an  affembly  of  the  States 
to  Bruffels,  and  demanded,  that,  befides  the 
hundredth  penny,  to  which  they  had  formerly 
confented k,  they  fhould,  in  place  of  the  other 

k  This  amounted  to  4,000,000  guilders. 

taxes. 
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taxes,  pay  two  millions  of  guilders  yearly,  for 
fix  years.  The  States  endeavoured  to  make  him 
fenfible  of  the  exorbitancy  of  his  demand,  but  in 
vain.  He  gave  them  a  month  to  confider  of  it, 
and  at  laft,  from  their  dread  of  his  tyranny,  they 
agreed  to  his  requeft. 

The  prince  of  Orange  was  not  an  uncon¬ 
cerned  fpedlator  of  thefe  tranfaclions.  He  had. 
gone,  as  was  mentioned  before,  at  the  end  of 
the  year  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fixty- 
eight,  to  join  the  Proteftants  in  France.  He 
was  prefent,  and  had  a  conliderable  {hare  in  the 
feveral  actions  which  palled  between  the  Cal vi- 
nifts  and  Catliolics,  at  La  Charite,  Roch-ia-ville, 
and  Poiftiers.  But  being  too  deeply  interefted 
in  the  affairs  of  the  Netherlands,  to  remain  long 
at  fo  great  a  diftance  from  them,  he  had  left 
his  brother  count  Lewis  to  command  the  Ger¬ 
man  forces  in  France  $  and  having  returned  in 
'September  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fixty- 
nine,  to  his  county  of  Naifau  in  Germany,  he 
had  been  employed  for  fome  time  in  making 
preparations  for  trying  his  fortune  once  more 
againfl  the  Spaniards. 

In  Germany  he  received  particular  intelli¬ 
gence  of  every  thing  that  had  happened  in  the 
Low  Countries  fince  his  departure.  He  was 
informed  how  much  the  duke  of  Alva  had  in- 
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creafed  the  hatred  which  the  people  entertained 
againfl  his  perfon  and  government.  He  re¬ 
ceived  the  flrongeft  affurances  of  their  difpofi- 
tion  to  revolt ;  and  was  folicited  by  the  Catho¬ 
lics,  as  well  as  Proteflants,  by  thofe  who  ftill 
remained  in  the  country,  as  well  as  thofe  who 
had  been  forced  to  leave  it,  to  take  up  arms  in 
their  defence.  But  he  had  not  forgotten  the 
caufe  of  the  failure  of  his  firft  attempt ;  and  he 
refolved  not  to  begin  any  military  operations, 
nor  even  to  levy  forces,  till  he  fhould  be  better 
provided  than  formerly  with  the  means  of  their 
lupport. 

Soon  after  Alva’s  arrival  in  the  Netherlands, 
many  of  thofe  who  had  left  the  country  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  perfecutions,  had  united  together, 
and  fitted  out  a  great  number  of  armed  veflels, 
with  which  they  feized  all  the  Spanifh  fhips 
which  they  could  meet  with  on  the  Flemifh  or 
Englifh  coaft.  Thefe  adventurers  had  lately, 
through  the  violence  of  Alva’s  adminiilration, 
received  a  great  increafe  of  number ;  and  had 
been  joined  by  many  perfons  of  rank,  who  had 
acquired  an  afcendant  over  them.  They  were 
all  flrongly  attached  to  the  prince  of  Orange, 
from  whofe  wifdom  alone  they  had  any  hopes 
of  being  reflored  to  their  native  country  ;  and 
they  defired  nothing  fo  much  as  that  he  would 
undertake  the  dire&ion  of  their  affairs.  They 
Vol.  I<  E  e  agreed. 
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book,  agreed,,  therefore,  as  foon  as  it  was  propofed  by 

^  Pi.  their  leaders,  to  receive  commiflions  from  him, 

IS7°-  and  to  pay  a  fifth  part  of  the  value  of  all  their 

prizes  to. certain  officers,  to  be  appointed  by  him 
to  receive  it. 

As  their  fleet  was  greatly  fuperior  to  any 
which  the  duke  of  Alva  .poffeffed,  they  did  in¬ 
credible  mifchief  to  the  Spanifh,  and  fometimes 
too  to  the  Flemilh  merchants ;  and  if  their 
prizes  had  been  fold  to  advantage,  the  propor¬ 
tion  which  they  allowed  to  the  prince  of  Orange 
would  have  amounted  to  a  confiderabfe  fum. 

Jrtriy.ues  of  William  had  recoulfe,  at  the  fame  time,  to 

ti  e  pft'ncfj  ... 

«i  orar.ce.  another  method  of  improving  his  finances.  He-. 

empowered  fome  of  the  inferior  nobility  to 
grant  commiflions,  in  his  name,  to  the  Pro- 
teibant  preachers,  who  went  throughout  the  pro¬ 
vinces  in  difguife,  and  procured  contributions 
horn  all  thofe  who  were  difaffecied  either  to  the 
Catholic  religion  or  the  Spanifh  government. 
Thefe  men  not  only  knew  better  to  whom  it 
was  proper  to  apply,  but  by  their  piety  and 
eloquence,  they -had  greater  influence  over  the 
people,  than  any  other  perfons  whom  the  prince 
could  have  employed.  By  their  means  too,  he 
acquired  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  difpofi- 
lion  of  the  people,  and  formed  a  correfpondence 
with  many  of  the  principal  inhabitants,  which 
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contributed  not  a  little  to  advance  his  views. 
Thefe  tranfaclions  were  carried  on  chiefly  in 
Holland  and  Zealand,  where  the  reformed  re¬ 
ligion  had  made  greater  progrefs  than  in  the 
fouthern  provinces  ;  and  where,  from  the  nature 
and  fituation  of  the  country,  interfered  by  na¬ 
vigable  rivers,  canals,  and  branches  of  the  fea, 
the  people  dreaded  lefs,  and  were  in  reality  lefs 
expofed  to,  the  power  of  the  Spaniards.  It  was 
in  thefe  provinces,  formed  both  by  nature  and 
art  to  be  the  feat  of  liberty,  that  the  prince  of 
Orange  had  wifely  refolved  to  make  his  firft  at¬ 
tempt  to  gain  a  footing  in  the  Netherlands. 
And,  accordingly,  intrigues  were  formed,  and 
plans  concerted,  between  his  agents  and  fome 
of  the  principal  inhabitants,  for  delivering  the 
maritime  towns  into  the  hands  of  the  Proteflant 
exiles.  Attempts  were  made  to  get  poffeffion 
of  Enchuyfen,  and  other  cities  in  North  Hol¬ 
land  ;  but,  from  different  caufes,  they  proved 
abortive  at  this  time,  and  were  laid  afide  till 
fortune  fhould  be  more  propitious.  The  per- 
fons  concerned  in  them  had  little  reafon,  it  may 
be  thought,  to  flatter  themfelves  with  the  hopes 
•of  fecrecy  ;  yet  fo  univerfally  odious  was  the 
Spanifli  government  become  to  the  Catholics 
as  well  as  the  reformers,  that  none,  even  of 
thofe  by  whofe  means  the  plots  of  the  Orange 
party  were  defeated,  could  refolve  to  give  in- 

E  e  2  formation 


+19 

BOOK 

X. 

1570. 


42C5 


HISTORY  OP  THE  REIGN  OE 


b  oo  k.  formation  of  them  to  the  governor.  They  were 
— v— * ->  averfe  from  gratifying  a  man  whom  they  had 
l5/°‘  fo  much  reafon  to  deleft ;  and  abhorred  the 
thoughts  of  that  cruelty,  which  they  knew 
would,  in  cafe  of  a  difcovery,  be  exercifed 
againft  the  guilty. 

__  ,  » 
surprtfeof  The  duke  of  Alva,  therefore,  remained  en¬ 
Louvuicm.  tirely  ignorant  of  all  that  paffed  ;  nor  does  it 
appear  that  he  entertained  the  leaft  fufpicion  of 
the  machinations  of  his  enemies,  till  the  taking 
of  tire  fort  of  Louveftein.  This  fort  (lands  in 
the  ifland  called  Bommel,  which  is  formed  by 
the  Made  and  the  Waal ;  and,  though  weakly 
fortified,  was  of  great  importance  on  account 
of  its  fituation.  It  was  taken  by  furprize  at 
this  time,  by  Herman  de  Ryter,  a  native  of 
Bois-le-Duc,  who  wifhed  to  fignalize  himfelf  by 
fome  gallant  exploit  in  the  fervice  of  the  prince 
of  Orange.  He  had  earned  with  him  no  more 
than  fifty  men,  and  with  this  fmall  number  he 
hoped  to  be  able  to  defend  the  fort  till  his  affo- 
ciates  (hould  arrive,  but  unfortunately  they  were 
prevented  from  advancing  by  fome  unforefeen 
accident ;  and  in  the  mean  time  the  fort  was 
inverted  by  a  fuperior  force,  which  had  been 
fent  from  Bois-le-Duc,  by  Roderigo  de  Toledo. 
The  hefieged  defended  themfelves  long  with 
the  moll  obftinate  valour 5  but  they  were  at 

laft 
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lad  overpowered  by  numbers,  and  de  Ryter  B  Iv 
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The  duke  of  Alva  was  greatly  alarmed  by  indignation 

0  1  j  oi  six:  (I  nke 

this  event.  He  confidered  trie  caufe  more  tnan  0f  Alva, 
the  effect,  and  apprehended  that  this  firft  enter- 
prize  of  his  enemies,  which  had  been  fo  eafilyi 
fruflrated,  would  ere  long  be  followed  by  other 
attempts  in  different  parts  of  the  provinces.  It 
excited  in  his  fiery  temper  a  degree  of  rage  and 
indignation  equal  to  his  anxiety.  And  his  re- 
fentment  was  inflamed  by  the  oppofltion  which 
the  people  had  made  to  his  raifmg  the  tax  of 
the  hundredth  penny ;  efpecially  in  the  mari¬ 
time  provinces,  where  he  had  never  been  able 
either  to  levy  that  tax,  or  their  proportion 
of  the  two  millions  of  guilders,  which  the 
General  States  had  confented  to  pay  him  yearly. 

This  oppofition  might  have  opened  his  eyes, 
and  fhewn  him  the  neceflity  of  embracing' 
milder  expedients  than  he  had  hitherto  em¬ 
ployed  ;  but,  inftead  of  this,  it  ferved  only  to 
fix  him  in  his  firft  purpofe  of  having  recourfe 
to  open  force  and  violence.  And  he  was  re- 
folved,  whatever  fhould  be  the  confequences, 
to  comped  the  people  to  fubmit,  not  only  to 
the  tax  of  the  hundredth  penny,  to  which  the 
States  had  given  their  confent,  but  likewife  to 

1  Meteren,  p.  86.  B^ntivoglio,  p.  87. 
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that  of  the  tenth  and  twentieth,  to  which  they 
had  refufed  it  m.  To  give  a  colour  to  his  con¬ 
duct,  he  afferted  in  the  council,  that  the  States 
had  confented  to  the  two  latter  taxes  as  well  as 
the  former.  Viglius,  and  fome  others  of  the 
counfellors,  reminded  him,  that  the  confent 
obtained  had  been  granted  upon  a  condition 
which  did  not  yet  fubfift.  But  Alva  was  not  in 
a  temper  of  mind,  at  this  time,  in  which  he  could 
either  liften  to  the  truth,  or  bear  with  contra¬ 
diction.  They  were  no  better  than  rebels,  he 
faid,  who  durft  affirm,  that  the  States  had  not 
confented.  The  King’s  honour,  as  well  as  his 
intereft,  required,  that  the  taxes  fhould  be  levied 
without  delay ;  and  he  would  fuffier  himfelf 
to  be  cut  in  pieces  rather  than  allow  the  States 
to  break  the  promife  which  they  had  given  him. 

He  accordingly  iflued  an  edict,  requiring  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Low  Countries  to  make 
immediate  payment  of  the  tenth  and  twentieth, 
as  well  as  of  the  hundredth  penny,  to  the  officers 
appointed  to  receive  them.  But  as  he  had 
promifed  to  moderate  the  two  former  taxes 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  prevent  the  pernicious 
confequences  that  were  apprehended,  an  im¬ 
munity  from  the  tenth  penny  was  granted  to 
foreign  merchants,  on  the  firft  fale  of  goods 
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imported  ;  and  they  were  permitted  to  export 
them  again,  without  paying  this  tax,  provided 
the  e'oods  had  not  been  transferred  from  one 

O 

perfon  to  another  during  their  continuance 
in  the  country.  The  fame  immunity  was 
likewife  granted  on  the  fir  it  fale  of  cattle, 
corn,  and  fruits,  the  produce  of  the  Nether¬ 
lands. 

These  immunities,  which  the  governor  con-  The  conf?- 
fidered  as  proofs  on  his  part  of  the  greateft  con- 
defcenfion,  had  no  effect  towards  reconciling  lure* 
the  people  to  the  taxes,  which  they  believed 
would,  notwithftanding  theie  conceffions,  be 
attended  with  the  ruin  of  their  commerce  and 
manufactures,  .Their  averfion  to  them,  and 
their  refolution  to  oppofe  the  levying  of  them, 
were  as  ftrong  as  ever.  In  many  towns  the 
people  began,  almoff  as  foon  as  the  edict  was 
publifhed,  to  feel  a  fcarcity  of  the  common  ne- 
ceffaries  of  life.  Provifions  were  not  brought 
to  market,  nor  did  the  merchants  expofe  their 
goods  to  fale  as  formerly".  Thefe  inconve¬ 
niences  were  felt  in  no  place  more  than  in 
Bruffels,  where  the  governor  redded.  There 
was  an  entire  ftagnation  in  that  city  of  every 
fpecies  of  commercial  intercourfe.  Neither 
food  nor  drink  could  be  purchafed  in  it.  The 
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{hops  and  workhoufes  were  {hut  up.  The  lower 
fort  of  people  were  reduced  to  defpair  ;  and  the 
whole  city  was  overwhelmed  with  grief  and  con¬ 
firmation. 

In  this  fituation,  Alva  formed  the  barbarous 
refolution  of  putting  to  death,  before  their  own 
houfes,  feventeen  of  the  principal  inhabitants. 
His  foldiers  were  under  arms ;  the  gibbets,  the 
ropes,  and  the  executioners,  were  prepared ; 
when  happily,  only  a  few  hours  before  the  time 
fixed  for  the  execution,  a  melfenger  arrived  with 
information  that  the  exiles  had  made  a  defeent 
on  the  ifland  of  Vorn,  and  got  pofifefiion  of  the 
Brille. 

Alva,  thunderftruck  with  this  intelligence, 
recalled  his  bloody  orders  ;  and  refolved, 
though  with  much  reluctance,  to  fufpend  for 
a  time  the  levying  of  the  taxes.  He  was  deeply 
fenfible  of  the  advantages  which  the  exiles 
might  derive  from  their  acquifition  of  a  place, 
which,  on  account  of  its  fituation  at  the  mouth 
of  a  great  river,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
many  important  cities,  had  always  been  con- 
fidered  as  one  of  the  chief  keys  of  the  Nether* 
lands.  He  knew  likewife  how  extremely  dif- 
affected  the  people  in  the  maritime  provinces 
were  to  his  perfon  and  government ;  and  he 
dreaded  that  other  places  would  follow  the 

example 
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example  of  the  Brille,  and  open  their  gates  to 

the  enemy. 

| 

He  had  the  greater  reafon  to  be  uneafy  at 
this  event,  as  he  had  not  exerted  himfelf  with 
proper  vigour  to  prevent  it.  He  had  neglected 
to  form  a  naval  force  fufficient  to  contend  with 
the  exiles •,  and  had  thereby  not  only  fuffered 
the  trade  of  the  Netherlands  to  be  ruined,  but 
had  left  his  government  almoft  defencelefs 
on  that  fide,  where,  from  the  nature  of  the 
power  which  the  Proteftant  exiles  poffeffed,  it 
was  in  the  greatefl  danger  of  being  attacked. 
He  had  not  even  put  garrifons  into  the  cities 
that  were  mod:  expofed ;  but,  at  the  very  time 
when  the  exiles  were  hovering  on  the  coaft, 
kept  a  numerous  body  of  troops  quartered  in 
Utrecht ;  which,  if  they  had  been  diflributed 
among  the  fea-coaft  towns,  might  have  baffled 
all  the  attempts  of  the  enemy.  Of  this  fupine 
negligence,  in  a  perfon  of  fo  great  vigour  and 
abilities  as  Alva,  no  account  can  be  given,  but 
the  extreme  contempt  in  which  he  held  the  Pro* 
tellant  exiles  ;  whom  he  confidered  as  fit  only 
to  exercife  piracy  upon  merchant  fhips,  but  ut¬ 
terly  incapable  of  conducting  any  important  en-, 
terprife. 

But  although  he  had  not  taken  the  neceffary 
precaution  to  fecure  himfelf  againft  their  at-. 
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tempts,  he  had  not  been  altogether  inattentive 
to  their  motions.  He  had  complained  to  the 
queen  of  England,  of  her  permitting  them  to 
fell  openly,  in  her  dominions,  the  goods  of 
which  they  had  robbed  the  fubjects  of  the  King 
his  mailer.  This  was  in  effeft  giving  affiftance, 
he  faid,  to  the  King’s  rebellious  fubjecls,  and 
was  a  violation  of  the  treaties  which  fubfifted 
between  the  Spanifli  and  Englifh  crowns.  Eli¬ 
zabeth  was  fecretly  a  friend  to  the  Flemifh 
exiles ;  and  fire,  had  little  reafon,  and  as  little 
inclination,  to  gratify  the  deiires  of  Philip,  or 
the  duke  of  Alva.  She  knew  that,  for  fome 
time  pail,  they  had  maintained  a  correfpondence 
with  her  Catholic  fubjects,  and  had  ufed  their 
endeavours  to  difturb  her  government.  But  fhe 
did  not  judge  it  proper  at  this  time  to  come  tq 
an  open  rupture  with  Philip.  She  therefore 
complied  with  Alva’s  requefl ;  ordered  all  fhips 
belonging  to  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Low- 
Countries,  as  had  withdrawn  their  allegiance 
from  the  king  of  Spain,  to  leave  her  harbours  j 
and  forbade  her  fubjedts  to  furnifh  them  with 
fhelter  or  provifions. 

This  unlooked-for  compliance  of  Elizabeth, 
which  was  matter  of  great  triumph  to  the  duke 
of  Alva,  and  of  equal  mortification  to  the  ex¬ 
iles,  was  attended,  in  the  iffue,  with  confe- 
quences  very  different  from  thofe  which  were 
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expe&ed.  It  reduced  the  exiles  to  defpair; 
and  as  they  were  now  thrown  off  by  the  only 
foreign  power  from  which  they  had  received 
prote&ion,  they  refolved,  if  poffible,  to  ac¬ 
quire  poffeffion  of  fome  place  of  ffrength  in 
their  native  country.  Having  with  this  view 
affembled  at  Dover,  they  fet  fail  with  twenty- 
five  fhips,  under  William  -de  Lumey  count  de 
la  Marck,  who  held  the  chief  command  among 
them,  by  commiffion  from  the  prince  of  Orange, 
In  their  voyage  they  had  the  good  fortune  to 
meet  with  two  Spanifh  veffels  richly  laden, 
which  was  no  fmail  confolation  to  them  in  their 
prefent  forlorn  fituation.  They  intended  to 
have  vmade  an  attempt  upon  Enchuyfen,  in 
North  Holland  ;  but  the  wind  being  contrary, 
they  were  obliged  to  put  into  the  Maefe,  where 
they  caff  anchor  before  the  town  of  Brille,  on 
the  firft  of  April  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
feventy-two.  The  count  de  la  Marck  imme¬ 
diately  landed  his  troops,  and  fent  a  meffenger 
to  fummon  the  inhabitants,  in  the  name  of  the 
prince  of  Orange,  to  furrender.  But  as  they 
hefitated  for  fome  time  what  anfwer  they  fhould 
return,  he  began  to  fufpect  that  they  were  pre¬ 
paring  to  make  refxftance,  and  therefore  or¬ 
dered  the  gates  on  the  north  fide  to  be  burnt 
down.  This  was  done  accordingly ;  and  he 
entered,  and  took  poffeffion  of  the  town  with¬ 
out 
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out  oppofition,  at  the  head  of  only  two  hundred 
and  fifty  men. 

✓ 

So  accidental  and  fo  eafily  acccmplilhed  was 
the  frit  event  of  that  war,  which  rendered  the 
Netherlands  a  fcene  -  of  horror  and  devastation 
for  more  than  thirty  years ;  but  which,  whilfh 
it  proved  the  fource,  on  many  occafions,  of 
extreme  diflrefs  to  the  people,  called  forth  an 
exertion  of  virtue,  fpirit,  and  intrepidity,  which 
feldom  occurs  in  the  annals  of  hillory.  Never 
was  there  a  more  unequal  contell  than  this 
which  was  now  begun  between  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Low  Countries  and  the  Spanilh  mo¬ 
narch  5  and  never  was  the  ilfue  of  any  difpute 
more  contrary  to  what  the  parties  had  reafon 
to  expect.  On  the  one  fide,  a  people,  confid¬ 
ing  chiefly  of  manufacturers  and  merchants,  in¬ 
habiting  a  country  of  fmall  extent,  and  already 
much  exhaufted  by  a  long  continued  exercife  of 
tyranny  and  oppreffion  :  on  the  other,  the  rich- 
effc  monarch  of  the  age,  who  was  mailer  of  the 
molt  numerous  and  belt  difciplined  forces, 
commanded  by  generals  diltinguilhed  above 
their  cotemporaries  by  their  confummate  Ikill 
in  the  art  of  war.  Nothing  but  defpair  could 
have  made  the  people  of  the  Low  Countries 
enter  the  lilts  with  an  adverfary  fo  much  fupe- 
jrior  to  them.  And  it  could  hardly  be  fuppofed 

that 
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that  they  would  not  be  quickly  overwhelmed. 
But  from  the  fequel  it  will  appear,  how  rafh 
it  is  to  conclude  with  confidence,  that  becaufe 
an  event  is  improbable,  therefore  it  will  not 
happen. 

On  the  next  day  after  the  ProteftantS  had 
made  themfelves  mafters  of  the  Brille,  they  be¬ 
gan  to  convey  their  booty  on  board  their  fhips, 
with  the  defign  of  proceeding  on  their  voyage 
to  Weft  Friefland ;  but  one  of  their  number,  a 
native  of  the  place0,  having  reprefented  that 
they  could  not  reafonably  expect  to  find  a  more 
commodious  fettlement  elfewhere,  the  count  de 
|a  March,  and  all  the  reft,  entered  readily  into 
his  opinion  •,  and  they  refolved  without  delay  to 
fortify  the  town  with  the  cannon  belonging  to 
the  fleet. 

They  had  juft  time  to  put  themfelves  into  a 
pofture  of  defence,  when  the  count  de  Bofliit p, 
to  whom  the  duke  of  Alva  had  given  orders  to 
attack  them,  arrived  in  the  ifland  with  a  body 
of  Spanifh  troops,  collefted  from  Utrecht  and 
other  places  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  count 
de  la  March,  whofe  forces  were  much  inferior 
in  number  to  the  enemy,  remained  within  the 
town,  with  a  refolution  to  defend  it  to  the  laft. 

9  Treflong.  1  Governor  of  Holland. 
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book  The  Spaniards  advanced  to  the  walls,  and  be- 
_  _A'_  gan  to  batter  them  with  their  artillery ;  when 
*572-  one  of  the  townfmen  leaped  into  a  canal,  and 
fwimming  a  little  way  till  he  came  to  a  fluice, 
which  Boffut  had  neglefted  to  fecure,  he  broke 
it  down,  and  let  in  fuch  a  quantity  of  water, 
that,  in  a  few  hours,  a  great  part  of  the  country 
was  overflowed.  This  did  not  deter  Boffut 
from  the  profecution  of  his  enterprife  ;  although 
it  obliged  him  to  remove  his  forces  to  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  town,  where  the  ground  which 
led  to  the  principal  gate  was  ft  ill  uncovered  by 
the  water.  La  Marck  had  planted  there  his 
heavieft  cannon ;  and  the  Spaniards  had  little 
profpect  of  being  able  to  carry  their  point  foon. 
In  the  mean  time,  two  of  the  boldeft  leaders 
of  the  exiles  fallied  out  with  a  part  of  the 
foldiers  from  the  oppofite  gate,  and  marching 
along  the  dykes  to  the  place  where  Boffut  had 
left  his  flips,  they  burnt  forne  of  them,  funk 
others,  fet  the  reft  adrift,  and  then  returned  fafe 
to '  the  city.  When  the  Spaniards  were  adver- 
tifed  of  this  difafter,  and  perceived  the  water 
round  them  riling  higher  and  higher,  they  were 
ftruck  with  a  hidden  panic,  and  betook  them- 
felves  with  the  utmoft  precipitation  to  the 
fhore.  Moll  of  them  made  their  efcape  to  the 
oppofite  coaft  in  feme  veffels,  which  the  enemy 
had  not  time  either  to  let  ioofe  or  deftroy ;  and 
others-  by  fwimming,  till  they  reached  the  flips 
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that  had  been  fet  adrift ;  while  a  confiderable 
1  number  was  fwallowed  up  in  the  mud  and 
water.  Had  they  been  purfued  by  the  enemy, 
they  muft  all  have  perifhed.  But  la  March, 
who  was  doubtful  of  the  affections  of  the  citi¬ 
zens,  thought  it  dangerous  to  quit  the  town, 
left  they  Ihould  ftiut  the  gates,  and  turn  his  own 
artillery  againft  him. 

From  this  fuccefs,  the  Proteftants  derived  an 
increafe  both  of  ftrength  and  courage.  The 
citizens  declared  openly  in  their  favour,  and 
they  were  immediately  joined  by  numbers  who 
hocked  to  them  from  all  parts  of  the  ifland. 
The  names  of  the  inhabitants  were  regiftered ; 
and  they  all  fwore  allegiance  to  the  prince  of 
Orange,  as  the  only  legal  governor  of  Holland ; 
engaging  to  defend  the  town  and  ifland  in  bis 
name,  and  that  of  the  King,  againft  the  duke  of 
Alva  and  the  Spaniards  q. 

Their 

*3  This  firft  viftory  of  the  Proteftants  was  fullied  by  that 
favage  ferocity,  of  which  there  are  many  inftances  in  the 
prefent  war.  The  Monks,  knowing  how  obnoxious  they 
were  to  the  conquerors,  endeavoured  to  make  their  efcapc 
from  the  ifland  ;  but  they  were  feized  in  their  flight,  treated 
in  the  moil  cruel  and  contumelious  manner,  and  afterwards 
put  to  death.  The  exiles  were  too  much  inflamed  by  the 
barbarous  treatment  which  they  themfelves  had  received,  to 
d'ftioguifh  between  the  innocent  and  the  guilty,  or  to  liften 
either  to  the  dictates  of  humanity,  or  that  of  religion,  for 

which 
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Ti-ieir  example  quickly  diffufed  the  fpirit 
by  which  they  were  actuated,  and  ferved  as  a 
fignal  of  revolt  to  other  places.  Of  this  the 
count  De  Boffin  foon  received  a  convincing 
proof.  Having  with  great  difficulty  palled  over 
from  Vorn  to  Beyerland,  he  led  his  troops  to¬ 
wards  Dort,  where  he  intended  to  refrelh  them 
after  the  fatigue  which  they  had  undergone. 
But  the  inhabitants  having  heard  of  his  repulfe 
at  Brille,  and  dreading,  that  he  might  compel 
them  to  pay  the  taxes,  they  refolved,  whatever 
Ihould  be  the  confequence,  to  refufe  him  ad¬ 
mittance  into  the  city.  As  he  was  not  in  a 
condition  to  employ  force,  he  marched  direflly 
to  Rotterdam. 


Boflars  ^  There  too  he  found  the  people  equally  averfe 
the  peopled  to  the  admiffion  of  the  Spaniards ;  but  after 
Rotterdam.  ajpur-ng  tpe  magnates  that  he  meant  only  to 

lead  them  through  the  town,  and  not  to  lodge 
them  in  it,  he  perfuaded  them  to  fuffer  the 
feveral  companies  to  pafs  through  it,  one  by  one. 
The  magiftrates  had  reafon  quickly  to  repent 
of  this  conceffion.  No  fooner  had  the  firft 
company  entered  the  city,  than  Boffut,  without 
regard  to  his  engagement,  ordered  them  to 
keep  the  gates  open,  till  the  other  companies 

which  they  profefTed  Inch  ardent  zeal.  Having  been  treated 
as  wild  beads  by  their  enemies,  they  had  now  become  fuch, 
and  tore  in  pieces  every  thing  that  fell  in  their  way. 

2  Ihould 
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fhould  arrive.  The  citizens  reproached  him 
with  his  treachery,  and  attempted  to  fhut  the 
gates  by  force.  He  had  hitherto  been  held  in 
efleem  for  his  moderation  ;  but  being  chagrined, 
on  this  occafion,  by  the  mifcarriage  of  his  at¬ 
tempt  againfl  the  Proteftants  at  Brille,  and  in- 
cenfed  by  the  affront  which  had  been  offered 
him,  firft  by  the  people  of  Dort,  and  fince  by 
thofe  of  Rotterdam,  he  refolved  to  wreck  his 
vengeance  upon  the  latter,  and  fhewed  his  fol- 
diers  what  he  wifhed  them  to  do,  by  killing  with 
his  own  hand  one  of  the  citizens,  who  was  en¬ 
deavouring  to  fhut  the  gate.  His  troops,  eager 
to  follow  his  example,  drew  their  fwords,  at¬ 
tacked  the  city-guards,  flew  fome  of  them,  and 
drove  the  reft  out  of  the  city ;  then  giving  a 
loofe  to  their  fury,  they  fpread  themfelves  over 
the  town,  and  butchered  more  than  three  hun¬ 
dred  of  the  inhabitants r. 

This  fhocking  deed  was  no  lefs  impolitic, 
than  it  was  favage  and  barbarous ;  and  added 
fuel  to  that  flame  which  Boflut,  as  governor  of 
the  province,  ought  to  have  been  at  the  ut- 
moft  pains  to  extinguifh.  It  required  but  little 
difcernment  to  perceive  the  neceflity  of  employ¬ 
ing  the  mildeft  expedients  with  the  maritime 
provinces.  There  were  no  citadels  or  Spanifh 
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B  °x°  K  garrifons  in  the  towns  of  thefe  provinces.  The 
.1,-7-  foldiers  who  had  been  quartered  in  them,  had 

I5?2'  been  drawn  off  at  different  times,  for  the  puniffi- 

ment  of  the  people  of  Utrecht.  The  fituation 
of  mod  of  the  towns,  furrounded  by  the  fea,  or 
by  the  rivers  and  canals,  rendered  it  extremely 
difficult  to  befiege  them  ;  and  the  Proteftants, 
who  could  have  eafy  accefs  by  water  to  every 
part  of  the  country,  were  greatly  fuperior  to  the 
Spaniards  in  naval  force.  The  people  were  not 
ignorant  of  thefe  advantages  ;  and  they  refolved 
to  avail  themfelves  of  them  on  the  prefent  occa- 
fioii.  The  maffacre  at  Rotterdam  made  them 
regard  Boffut  and  the  Spaniards  with  horror ; 
and  even  thofe  v'ho  wiffied  to  maintain  their 
allegiance  to  the  king  of  Spain,  were  deter¬ 
mined  to  guard  againft  the  entrance  of  his  troops 
within  their  walls,  with  the  fame  vigilance 
which  they  would  have  employed  againft;  an 
open  foe. 

This  fpirit  appeared  firft  at  Fluffing ;  which, 
on  account  of  its  fituation  near  the  mouth  of 
the  Scheld,  has  long  been  reckoned  one  of 
the  molt  important  towns  in  the  Netherlands. 
Among  the  laft  in  ft  ructions  which  the  Emperor 
delivered  to  his  fon,  when  he  refigned  his  do¬ 
minions,  he  advifed  him  to  make  this  place  an 
objed  of  his  particular  care,  and  to  fpare  no 
expence  to  fecure  it  againft  the  attempts  of  his 

enemies. 
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enemies.  Alva  had  not  bellowed  that  atten¬ 
tion  on  it,  which  a  place  of  fo  much  confe- 
quence  deferved.  He  had  weakened  the  gar- 
rifon,  by  ordering  all  of  them  but  eighty  Wal¬ 
loon  foldiers  to  take  up  their  quarters  in 
Utrecht.  The  lofs  of  the  Brille,  which  was 
owing  to  the  fame  caufe,  had  made  him  fen- 
fible  of  his  error.  He  now  therefore  refolved 
to  finilh  a  citadel  at  Flufhing,  of  which  he  had 
laid  the  foundation  fome  time  before  ;  and  with 
this  view  he  ordered  eight  companies  of  Spa¬ 
niards  to  go  there,  under  the  command  of  an 
experienced  officer.  The  citizens  beheld  the 
chains  which  were  thus  forging  for  them,  with 
deep  concern.  They  dreaded  the  confequences 
which  might  arife  to  their  trade.  They  were 
not  entirely  free  from  apprehenfions  of  being 
treated  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  people  of 
Utrecht  and  Rotterdam.  They  doubted  not 
that,  fooner  or  later,  the  garrifon,  which  was 
about  to  be  llationed  in  the  town,  would  be 
employed  to  compel  them  to  make  payment  of 
the  taxes  ;  and  they  were  emboldened  by  the 
fuccefs  of  the  Protellants  in  the  ille  of  Vorn. 
While  their  minds  were  in  this  agitation,  there 
arrived  among  them  fome  partifans  of  the  prince 
of  Orange,  who  had  come  on  purpofe  to  exhort 
them  to  alfert  their  liberty.  Inlligated  by  thefe 
.■men,  the  populace  ran  to  arms,  and  obliged 
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the  feeble  remains  of  the  garrifon  to  quit  the 
city. 

On  the  next  day,  the  Spanilh  forces  ar¬ 
rived  in  the  harbour.  The  people  were  affem- 
bled  in  the  ftreets,  and  upon  the  walls ;  and 
were  ftill  in  fome  meafure  unrefolved  as  to 
their  future  conduct.  The  Proteftants,  and 
other  friends  of  the  prince  of  Orange,  remon- 
ftrated  to  them  on  the  abfurdity  of  hefitating, 
after  they  had  begun  hoftilities.  tc  By  expel¬ 
ling  the  garrifon,”  cried  one  of  them,  il  you 
have  already  done  what  the  Spaniards  will  un¬ 
doubtedly  interpret  to  be  high  treafon  againft 
the  King.  Confider  well  to  whofe  mercy  you 
expofe  yourfelves.  Remember  the  fate  of  the 
counts  Horn  and  Egmont,  and  confider  whe¬ 
ther  either  your  merit  or  your  innocence  has 
equalled  theirs.”  The  Proteftants  employed 
another  method  to  imprefs  the  minds  of  the 
vulgar.  They  caufed  proclamation  to  be  made 
by  found  of  trumpet,  that  the  Spaniih  garrifon 
was  at  hand,  and  that  all  the  citizens  muft  hold 
their  effects,  their  wives  and  daughters,  in  rea- 
dinefs  for  their  ufe  6. 

When  men  are  balancing  between  contrary 
.refolutions,  the  fmalleft  weight  is  fufficient  fome- 
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times  to  turn  the  fcale.  A  man  in  liquor,  who 
had  mingled  with  the  crowd,  offered  for  a  fmali 
reward  to  fire  one  of  the  great  guns  upon  the 
Spaniards ;  and  he  did  it  accordingly,  on  re¬ 
ceiving  three  guilders  from  one  of  the  Protef- 
tants  who  flood  near  him.  From  that  inflant  the 
people  were  fixed  in  their  purpofe.  The  Spa¬ 
niards,  aflonifhed  at  their  reception,  and  utterly 
unprepared  to  employ  force,  let  flip  their  cables, 
and  failed  for  Middleburg. 

In  that  city  refided  Anthony  de  Burgoine, 
lord  of  Wackene,  the  governor  of  the  province ; 
who,  as  foon  as  he  was  informed  of  what  had 
happened,  fet  out  for  Fluffing,  and  on  his  ar¬ 
rival  there,  having  called  together  all  the  inha¬ 
bitants  into  the  mofl  public  part  of  the  town,  he 
employed  every  argument  addreffed  to  their 
hopes  and  fears,  to  perfuade  them  to  return  to 
their  allegiance.  But  they  could  not  liflen  now 
to  any  thing  but  the  paflions  by  which  they  were 
inflamed.  Their  abhorrence  of  the  Spanifh  ty¬ 
ranny  was  now  wrought  up  to  the  greatefl 
height ;  and  the  governor,  apprehenfive  of  dan¬ 
ger  from  their  unbridled  fury,  immediately  left 
the  town. 

Soon  after  his  departure,  they  pulled  up  the 
foundations  of  the  new  citadel,  and  drove  out 
the  perfons  to  whom  the  charge  of  builtjing  it 
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had  been  committed.  In  a  few  days  afterwards 
they  gave  a  Hill  ftranger  proof  of  their  refolu- 
tion  never  to  return  under  the  Spanifh  govern¬ 
ment.  Don  Pedro  Pacheco,  who  had  been 
appointed  governor  of  Flulhing,  having  been 
detained  fome  days  behind  the  troops,  was  ig¬ 
norant  of  what  had  paffed,  and  entered  the  har¬ 
bour  under  a  belief  that  his  foldiers  were  in 
the  town  to  receive  him.  The  people  ran  to 
arms,  and  having  feized  and  plundered  his 
fhip,  they  call  him  and  his  attendants,  into 
prifcn.  Among  papers  which  were  found  in 
his  poffeffion,  it  is  faid,  that  they  met  with 
•evidence  of  his  having  come  with  a  delign  to 
exercife  in  Flulhing  the  wonted  tyranny  of  the 
Spaniards ;  and  this  difcovery,  added  to  the 
circurnfcance  of  his  being  nearly  related  to  the 
duke  of  Alva,  prompted  them  to  form  the 
barbarous  refolution  of  putting  him  to  death. 
He  offered  to  pay  them  a  rich  ranfom  for  his 
life,  and  to  remain  their  prifoner  ;  but  they  re¬ 
jected  his  propofal.  He  then  begged  that  they 
would  refpeft  the  nobility  of  his  birth,  and  put 
him  to  death  by  the  fword,  rather  than  by  the 
halter.  Even  this  requeff  was  denied  him. 
Their  minds  were  grown  favage,  from  the 
bloody  fcenes  which  had  of  late  been  fo  often 
adted  before  them  ;  and  they  rejoiced  in  the 
opportunity  which  they  poffeffed  of  wreak¬ 
ing  their  vengeance  on  the  duke  of  Alva,  by 

inflicting 
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man. 


BOOK 

X. 


439 


j 


They  were  aware  of  the  confequences  with 
which  this  conduct,  fo  violent  and  hoftile,  mu  ft 
be  attended ;  and,  as  they  knew  that  it  would 
quickly  draw  upon  them  the  whole  weight  of 
the  governor’s  refentment,  they  omitted  no¬ 
thing  in  their  power  to  Secure  themfelves 
againfl  it.  They  laboured  inceffantly  to  flrength- 
en  their  fortifications.  They  imported  pri¬ 
vately  from  Antwerp,  ammunition  and  provi¬ 
sions,  which  they  laid  up  in  ftore  ;  and  they 
applied  to  the  prince  of  Orange,  and  to  the 
Proteftants  in  France  and  England,  for  affi fi¬ 
ance.  Some  troops  were  immediately  fent  them 
from  France,  by  count  Lewis  of  Naffau ;  and 
five  hundred  Flemifh  exiles  came  from  Eng¬ 
land,  who  were  foon  afterwards  followed  by 
two  hundred  Scotch  and  Englifh  volunteers, 
under  the  command  of  two  adventurers,  Mor- 
gan  and  Balfour.  Their  fleet  received  an  aug¬ 
mentation  where  they  did  not  expert  it.  The 
duke  of  Alva  having,  fome  months  before, 
fitted  out  a  number  of  veffels  to  cruife  upon  the 
coafl,  the  commanders  of  thefe  veffels  now  de¬ 
clared  in  favour  of  the  party  which  they  had 
hitherto  oppofed ;  and,  fetting  fail  for  Flufh- 
ing,  inlifled  under  the  banners  of  the  count  de 
Tferart,  to  whom  the  prince  of  Orange  had 
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E  K  given  the  chief  command  of  all  the  forces  in  the 
' - — ->  province. 

*57*. 

Revolt  of  Tserart  foon  found  himfelf  pofiefied  of  fuf- 
in  Zealand,  fident  llrength,  not  only  to  defend  Flulhing,  but 
likewife  to  attempt  the  reduction  of  the  other 
towns  in  Zealand.  With  molt  of  thefe  towns, 
there  was  very  little  occafion  for  employing 
force.  The  inhabitants  of  Campvere,  Arcnuy- 
den,  and  fome  other  places,  were  no  lefs  inclined 
to  revolt  than  the  people  of  Flufhing ;  and  in  a 
few  days  the  whole  province,  except  Middle- 
burg  and  the  caftle  of  Rammekins,  declared 
againft  the  Spanifh  government,  and  received 
garrifons  from  Tferart. 

In  Middleburg  too,  the  greateft  part  of  the 
inhabitants  would  gladly  have  followed  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  other  towns ;  but  they  were  over¬ 
awed  by  the  garrifon.  Tferart  laid  fiege  to 
this  city,  and  expected  foon  to  have  got  poffef- 
fion  of  it.  The  garrifon  was  weak ;  and  as  the 
exiles  were  mailers  at  fea,  he  hoped,  by  their 
means,  to  intercept  any  reinforcement  which 
might  be  fent  from  the  continent.  The  duke 
of  Alva  tvas  fenfible  of  the  great  importance  of 
the  place,  and  refolved,  if  poffible,  to  relieve  it. 
For  this  purpofe,  he  ordered  Sancio  D’ Avila, 
one  of  his  braved:  officers,  to  carry  thither  a 
thoufand  feledt  foldiers,  partly  Walloons  and 

partly 
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partly  Spaniards,  whom  he  mingled  together, 
as  he  did  on  many  occafions  afterwards,  that 
he  might  the  more  effe  dually  excite  their  emu¬ 
lation  ;  and  to  thefe  a  great  number  of  officers 
and  perfons  of  rank  joined  as  volunteers,  that 
they  might  partake  of  the  glory  of  fo  danger¬ 
ous  an  enterprife. 

D’Avila  left  Bergen-op-zoom  in  the  end  of 
April,  and  had  a  profperous  navigation  down 
the  vp  cheld.  He  was  defirous  to  land  his  troops 
on  the  nearefl  part  of  the  ifland,  as  from  thence 
he  would  have  had  the  ftiorteft  march  to  Mid- 
dleburg.  But  the  enemy  having  received  intel¬ 
ligence  of  his  defign,  had  drawn  together  a 
powerful  fleet  to  oppofe  him.  He  was  obliged 
therefore  to  keep  out  to  fea  on  the  north  fide  of 
the  ifland,  and  to  fetch  a  compafs  round,  till 
he  came  to  that  part  of  it  which  is  wafhed  by 
the  ocean.  The  landing  there  was  difficult 
by  reafon  of  the  flats  and  (hallows,  which  made 
it  neceflary  for  him  to  march  a  great  way  in 
the  water ;  but,  as  he  met  with  no  oppofition 
from  the  enemy,  he  at  lafl  brought  his  men  ail 
fafe  on  fhore.  Then  having  immediately  fet  out 
with  a  chofen  band,  to  examine  the  fituation  of 
the  enemy,  and  having  found  that,  trading  to 
the  fleet,  they  had  taken  no  precaution  for  their 
defence,  he  ordered  all  his  forces  to  advance. 
They  ran  forward  to  the  attack  with  the  utmofl 
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B^0K  impetuofity.  The  befiegers  were  overwhelmed 
witli  aftomftiment.  The  garrifon  at  the  fame 
Rsifecujy  time  Tallied  out  upon  them  from  the  city. 
D’Aviia.  They  abandoned  their  trenches  almoft  without 
refiftance  ;  and  being  hemmed  in  on  every 
fide,  all  of  them,  except  a  few  who  efcaped 
to  Flufiling  and  Campvere,  were  put  to  the 
fwordh 


In  this  manner  was  the  fiege  of  Middleburg 
raifed.  But  as  the  proteftants  full  refined 
their  fuperiority  at  fea,  they  hoped,  that  by 
furrounding  the  ifland  with  their  ftiips,  and 
intercepting  the  fupplies  which  might  be  fent 
to  it,  they  fhould  foon  be  able  to  compel  the 
garrifon  to  furrender.  Their  fleet  confided  of 
no  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  armed  veflels, 
manned  with  failors  who  were  much  more  ex¬ 
pert  than  any  whom  the  duke  of  Alva  could 
procure.  Their  maritime  enterprises  were  for 
this  reafon  almoft  always  attended  with  fuccefs, 
and  they  did  incredible  mifchief  to  the  Spa¬ 
niards  at  fea ;  w'hile  at  land,  having  only  raw 
troops  to  oppofe  to  regular  and  well-difciplined 
forces,  they  were  feldom  able  to  look  them  in 
the  face. 


Succefs  of 
the  exiles 
at  fea. 

July  toUi. 


At  this  time,  when  the  fea  was  covered  with 
their  flfips,  and  almoft  every  entrance  to  the 
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ports  of  the  Low-Countries  blocked  up,  the  book 
duke  of  Medina-coeli  arrived  upon  the  coaft.  t  _ 
This  nobleman  had  been  fent  by  Philip  to  fuc-  *572* 
ceed  the  duke  of  Alva,  who,  on  account  of  his 
health,  had  applied  for  liberty  to  return  to 
Spain.  Medina-cceli  had  brought  with  him 
fifty  fhips,  having  twro  thoufand  Spanifh  foldiers 
on  board ;  but  as  he  knew  nothing  of  the  late 
tranfa&ions  in  the  maritime  provinces,  and  had 
no  fufpicion  that  the  Proteftants  poflefled  fuch 
a  confiderable  naval  force,  he  fell  unawares 
into  the  midft  of  their  fleet.  Twenty-five  of 
the  large  ft  of  his  fhips  were  taken.  Some  of 
them  efcaped  to  Rammekins  and  Middleburg, 
and  he  himfelf  got  with  difficulty  into  Sluys,  in 
Flanders.  The  exiles  found  on  board  the  fliips 
which  they  took,  two  hundred  thoufand  guilders 
in  fpecie ;  and  the  fhips,  with  the  effects  which 
they  contained,  were  valued  at  five  hundred 
thoufand u. 

Their  next  fuccefs  was  in  an  attack  upon  a 
fleet  of  twenty  fhips,  which  the  duke  of  Alva 
intended  to  fend  to  Middleburg,  with  troops, 
ordnance,  pikes,  and  gunpowder,  for  the  ufe 
of  the  garrifon.  The  exiles  attacked  thefe 
fhips  before  they  had  left  the  harbour,  and 
having  taken  them  all,  they  carried  them,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  military  {lores,  to  Fluffing. 

u  Meurfii  Auriacus,  p.  £8. 
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Another  fleet,  fitted  out  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofe  at  Slays,  was  equally  unfortunate.  The 
Zealanders  being  informed  by  their  partifans  of 
the  deftination  of  this  fleet,  and  of  the  time 
fixed  for  its  departure,  took  three  fhips  in  the 
Ihort  run  betwixt  Sluys  andtheifleofWalchern, 
and  had  the  courage  to  purfue  the  reft  into  the 
harbour  of  Rammekins,  where,  notwithftanding 
the  fire  of  the  garrifon,  they  took  fome,  and 
burnt  the  reft. 


They  were  not  fo  fuccefsfiil  in  their  next  ad¬ 
venture.  It  had  been  the  chief  object  of  their 
defire,  for  fome  time,  to  make  themfelves  mailers 
of  Middleburg  ;  becaufe,  while  that  city  re¬ 
mained  in  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards,  the  whole 
Ifland  was  fubjeft  to  perpetual  alarms.  They 
had,  as  we  have  juft  now  feen,  defeated  feveral 
attempts  which  the  duke  of  Alva  made  to  in¬ 
troduce  fupplies,  and  now  the  town  of  Tergoes 
was  the  only  channel  by  which  they  could  be 
conveyed.  Tergoes  is  the  capital  of  South 
Beveland,  and  was  defended  at  this  time  by  a 
garrifon  of  eight  hundred  Walloons  and  Spa¬ 
niards,  under  the  command  of  Ifido re  Pacheco,  a 
Spanifh  officer. 


Siecje  of 
Tergoes. 


/ 


To  this  town  Tferart,  general  of  the  Zea¬ 
landers,  had,  fome  time  after  his  rep,ulfe  from 
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Middleburg,  laid  fiege ;  but  upon  a  falfe  report 
of  the  approach  of  the  Spaniards,  he  had  haftily 
railed  the  fiege,  and  left  the  ifland.  He  now 
returned  to  it,  with  an  army  of  near  eight  thou- 
fand  men,  molt  of  whom  were  German,  French, 
and  Englilh  Proteftants. 

As  the  garrifon  was  no  match  in  the  field  for 
fo  great  a  force,  Tferart  had  landed  in  the  ifland 
without  oppofition,  and,  having  immediately 
inverted  the  town,  he  prefled  forward  the  fiege 
with  great  vigour.  The  befieged  made  feveral 
brilk  fallies  to  retard  his  approach ;  but  not- 
vvithftanding  their  moft  vigorous  efforts,  Tferart 
had  opened  his  batteries,  and  made  fome 
breaches  in  the  wall.  The  fiege  had  lafted  for 
feveral  weeks,  and  Pacheco  began  to  perceive 
that  it  would  not  be  poflible  for  him  to  hold  out 
much  longer. 

Of  this  he  had  given  early  notice  to  the 
duke  of  Alva ;  nor  was  the  duke  lefs  intent 
upon  relieving  him,  than  he  had  reafon  to  ex¬ 
pert.  The  diftinguifhed  bravery  of  the  garri¬ 
fon  and  their  commander;  the  reproach  which 
would  accompany  the  Suffering  them  to  fail  a 
prey  to  the  enemy;  above  all,  the  great  im¬ 
portance  of  the  place,  the  lofs  of  which  would 
draw  after  it  that  of  Middleburg,  and  the  whole 
province  of  Zealand ;  thefe  considerations  ex- 
I  cited 
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cited  all  the  governor’s  attention,  and  deter¬ 
mined  him  to  apply  with  ardour  to  prepare  the 
fuccour  which  Pacheco  had  folicited.  He  or¬ 
dered  feveral  regiments  of  his  bed  troops  to  af- 
femble  from  different  quarters  at  Bergen-op- 
zoom,  from  whence  there  is  a  fflort  run  down 
the  Scheld  to  Beveland.  He  likewife  fent  thi¬ 
ther  a  fufficient  number  of  tranfports  with  ftores 
of  ammunition  and  provifions;  and  appointed 
D’Avila  and  Mondragone x  to  condudt  them  to 
the  garrifon  of  Tergoes. 

These  men  exerted  themfelves  ffrenuoully 
in  the  execution  of  the  truft  that  was  committed 
to  them;  and  attempted  feveral  times  to  force 
their  way  through  the  enemy’s  fleet.  But  the 
Zealanders  watched  their  motions  fo  atten¬ 
tively,  were  fo  much  more  expert  in  failing, 
and  poffeffed  a  naval  force  fo  much  fuperior  to 
theirs,  that  all  their  attempts  were  baffled ;  and, 
to  fave  their  fflips  from  being  funk,  they  were 
frequently  obliged  to  return,  without  being 
able  to  effectuate  their  purpofe.  D’Avila  once 

flattered  himfelf  that  he  had  difcovered  an 

♦ 

expedient  that  would  prove  fuccefsful.  He 
planted  batteries  of  cannon  along  the  banks  of 
the  Scheld ;  hoping  to  keep  the  enemy  at  a 
diffanee  from  the  fhore,  and  thus  to  give  Mon- 

*  Two  of  hi^  mod  experienced  officers. 
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dragone,  with  the  troops,  an  opportunity  of 
paffmg.  But  the  event  did  not  anfvver  his  ex- 
pe&ation.  The  banks  were  wet,  and  did  not 
allow  of  his  coming  near  enough  to  annoy,  the 
enemy. 

The  Spanifh  general  began  to  defpair  of 
being  able  to  execute  their  defign,  when  Plu- 
mart,  a  native  of  the  province,  but  zealoufly  at¬ 
tached  to  the  Spanifh  interefh,  propofed  ano¬ 
ther  method  of  tranfporting  the  forces,  which 
at  firft  appeared  impracticable,  although  it 
was  afterwards  embraced.  In  order  to  form  a 
clear  conception  of  Plumart’s  propofal,  it  is 
necelfary  to  attend  to  the  fituation  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  the’ ^change  which  fome  years  before 
it  had  undergone.  The  iile  of  South  Beveland, 
to  which  the  Spanifh  general  found  it  fo  diffi¬ 
cult  to  tranfport  their  troops,  is  only  feven 
miles  diftant  from  a  tract  of  land,  to  which 
they  could  have  had  eafy  accefs  from  Bergen- 
op-zoom.  This  tract  of  land,  which  is  divided 
from  Brabant  by  the  Eafter  Solid J,  and  from 
Flanders  by  the  Hondt,  or  Wefter  Scheld,  was 
once  a  part  of  Beveland,  and  was  Pparated 
from  it  by  a  dreadful  inundation  in  the  year 
one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  thirty-two  ; 
when  the  fea  broke  down  the  dykes,  and  burfl 
violently  acrofs  the  ifland,  cutting  off  from  it 
the  corner  which  lay  nearefc  to  Brabant,  and 
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covering  it  from  north  to  fouth,  that  is,  from  the 
Eafter  to  the  Welter  Scheld,  with  water,  which 
r  the  inhabitants  were  never  able  to  exclude. 
The  fpace  overflowed  was,  at  the  narrowed:, 
feven  Italian  miles  broad.  It  could  not  be 
eroded  in  boats  even  at  high-water,  by  reafon 
of  the  flats  and  fhallows ;  and  at  low-water  it 
was  thought  unfordable,  on  account  of  the  miry 
bottom,  and  the  channel  of  feveral  rivulets, 
which  many  perfons  Hill  remembered  to  have 
feen  in  it,  before  it  was  overflowed. 

It  was  there,  however,  that  Plumart  thought 
it  practicable  for  the  troops  to  pafs  over  on  foot, 
to  the  relief  of  the  garrifon  of  Tergoes  $  and 
he  offered  to  lead  the  way,  and  conduCt  them 
in  their  paflage.  The  character  of  the  man, 
whofe  prudence  and  fidelity  were  well  known 
to  the  commanders,  was  the  only  circumftance 
that  prevented  them  from  regarding  his  pro- 
pofal  as  chimerical.  No  perfon  had  ever  at¬ 
tempted  to  pafs  that  way  before.  They  them- 
felves  were  unacquainted  with  the  face  of  the 
country  before  the  inundation.  They  only 
knew  the  length  of  fpace  over  which  the  troops 
mud  pafs  ;  and  no  troops,  they  believed,  would 
be  able  to  fupport  the  fatigue  of  fo  long  a 
march  in  water,  and  perhaps  too  in  mud  and 
clay.  Befides,  that,  by  accidents  which  could 
not  be  forefeen,  they  might  be  retarded  in 
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their  paffage,  till  they  were  overtaken  by  the 
riling  tide,  and  buried  in  the  waves  ;  and,  even 
although  this  Ihould  not  happen,  yet  the  enemy 
might  be  apprifed  of  their  defign,  and  be  ready 
to  fall  upon  them,  as  foon  as  they  Ihould  reach 
the  land. 

Plumart  was  not  difcouraged  by  thefe  ob¬ 
jections.  He  defired  that  no  mention  might 
be  made  of  this  propofal,  till  he  Ihould  know 
with  certainty  whether  there  was  not  in  reality 
fuch  a  ford  as  he  imagined.  He  then  went  to 
make  the  trial,  accompanied  by  two  Spaniards, 
and  a  peafant  who  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
face  of  the  country  before  the  inundation.  He 
found  the  ford  which  he  fought  for;  arrived 
fafe  on  the  other  fide,  and  returned,  without 
encountering  any  greater  difficulties  than  he 
expeCted. 

D’Avila  and  Mondragone  did  not  hefitate 
after  this  to  comply  with  his  advice.  They  im¬ 
mediately  prepared  a  number  of  fmall  bags, 
which  they  filled  with  bifcuit,  gunpowder, 
and  matches  ;  and  tranfported  three  thoufand 
of  the  belt  troops,  Germans,  Walloons,  and 
Spaniards,  from  Bergen-op-zoom  to  Aggar,  a 
village  which  lies  near  the  entrance  of  the  ford. 
Mondragone  took  upon  himfelf  the  conducting 
of  .this  extraordinary  expedition.  When  the 
Vol.  I.  G  g 
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time  proper  for  entering  upon  it  was  arrived, 
he  ordered  the  troops  to  advance  towards  the 
ford ;  and  having  diftributed  the  bags  among 
them,  he  then  difclofed  his  intention ;  gave 
them  an  account  of  the  difcovery  which  had 
been  made  by  Plumart  and  his  companions ; 
and  reprefented  the  glory  which  they  would  ac¬ 
quire  by  performing,  in  the  ferviceof  the  church 
and  of  the  king,  fuch  an  exploit  as  had  never 
been  atchieved  by  any  army  in  the  world 
before.  The  foldiers,  full  of  that  intrepid  fpirit 
by  which  the  Spanilh  troops  were  fo  highly 
difiinguiihed  in  the  prefent  war,  and  proud  of 
being  felecfed  from  their  companions  for  fo 
dangerous  an  enterprife,  received  this  unex¬ 
pected  information  with  every  fymptom  of  joy, 
and  called  out  to  Mondragone  to  lead  them  for¬ 
ward  without  delay. 

That  they  might  have  the  more  time  for 
their  paffage,  they  began  to  enter  the  water 
when  the  fea  was  going  back.  The  Spaniards, 
with  Plumart  and  Mondragone  at  their  head, 
marched  find,  the  Germans  next,  and  lad  of 
all  the  Walloons.  They  were  ordered  to  keep 
as  clofe  as  poffible  to  each  other,  that  they 
might  the  more  eafily  fuccour  one  another,  if 
any  of  them  fliould  fall  into  deeper  water,  or 
be  entangled  in  the  mud.  They  were  not 
without  apprehenfions  of  the  tide  returning 
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upon  them,  and  therefore  they  moved  forward 
as  faff  as  the  furrounding  element  and  the  flimy 
bottom  would  allow.  Nine  men  only  perifhed 
through  fatigue,  or  their  negledt  of  the  order 
which  had  been  given  them  to  keep  clofe  to 
their  companions.  All  the  reft  arrived  fafe  at 
the  dyke  of  Yerfichen,  a  village  only  four  miles 
diftant  from  Tergoes.  There  Mondragone  or¬ 
dered  them  to  repofe  themfelves  during  the 
night,  and  refolved  to  lead  them,  at  break  of 
day,  to  the  relief  of  the  befieged. 

But  he  had  already  done  all  that  was  necef-. 
fary  for  this  purpofe,  and  had  no  occafion  to 
expofe  either  himfelf  or  his  men  to  further 
danger.  When  the  befiegers  were  informed  of 
his  arrival,  they  were  filled  with  confternation. 
Under  that  amazement  into  which  they  were 
thrown  by  fo  unexpected  an  event,  they  re¬ 
garded  the  Spaniards  as  more  than  men.  They 
did  not  take  time  to  enquire  into  their  number ; 
but  having  immediately  raifed  the  fiege,  they 
left  their  baggage  and  artillery  behind  them, 
and  betook  themfelves  precipitately  to  the 
fhore.  Eight  hundred  were  killed  in  their 
flight  by  the  garrifon,  and  many  more  perifhed 
in  the  water,  in  attempting  to  get  on  board 
their  fhips.  Mondragone  then  entered  Ter¬ 
goes  ;  where  he  was  received  by  the  garrifon, 
with  every  demonftration  of  gratitude  for  their 
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book  deliverance  ;  and,  having  remained  there  till  he 
had  given  directions  for  ftrengthening  the  forti- 
fications  of  the  place,  he  left  a  part  of  his  troops 
with  the  governor,  and  returned  with  the  reft  to 
Brabant,  to  join  the  duke  of  Alvay. 

y  Bentivogllo,  iio.  Meurfii  Aurjacus.  p.  89. 
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